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WILHELM MEISTER'S APPRENTICESHIP. 



BOOKS VII. VIII. 




: spiing had commenced in all its brilliancy ; a storm, that 
1 been lowering all day, went fiercely down npon the hilla ; 
the rain drew back into the country ; the smi came forth in all 
I Iiis Bplendoor, and upon the dark vapour rose the lordly rainbow. 
'piU'filo' was riding towards it : the sight made him sad. " Ah !" 
i he within himsolf, " do the fairest, hues of life appear, then, 
y on a groimd of black ? And must drops fall, if we ai-e to he 
led ? A bright day is like a dim one, if we look at it un- 
d : and what can move ns hut some silent hope that the 
a inclination of our sonl shall not always be without an 
wt ? The recital of a noble action moves us ; the sight of 
y thing harmonious moves us : we feel then as if we were not 
igether in a foreign land ; we fancy we ai'e nearer the home, 

'a which our best and inmost wishes impatiently strive." 
. Meanwhile a pedestrian overtook him, and walking with a 
jot step by the side of the horse, began to keep him company. 
ler a few common words, he looked at the rider and said : " If 
1 not mistaken, I must have already seen you somewhere." 
"I too remember you," saidWilhelm: "had we not sometime 
B pleasant sail together?" "Right !" replied the other. 
I Wilhelm looked at Mm more narrowly ; then, after a pause, 
rved : " I do not know what alteration has occurred in you ; 
o met, I took you for a Lutheran clergyman, you now 
X rather like a Catholic one," 

" Today at least you are not wrong," replied tha other, taking 
Wilis hat and showing him the tonsure. " Where is your com- 
" y gone ? Did yon stay long with them ?" 
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*' Longer than was good : on looking back upon the period 
which I passed in their society, it seems as if I looked into an 
endless void ; nothing of it has remained with me." 

'* Here you are mistaken," said the stranger; "everything 
that happens to us leaves some trace behind it, everything con- 
tributes imperceptibly to form us. Yet often it is dangerous to 
take a strict account of that. For either we grow proud and negli- 
gent, or downcast and dispirited ; and both are equally injurious 
in their consequences. The safe plan is, always simply to do the 
task that lies nearest us ; and this in the present case," added he 
with a smile, " is to hasten to our quarters." 

Wilhelm asked how far Lothario's house was distant ; the 
stranger answered that it lay behind the hill. *' Perhaps I shall 
meet you there," continued he ; *^ I have merely a small affair to 
manage in the neighbourhood. Farewell till then !" And with 
this, he struck into a steep path, that seemed to lead more speedily 
across the hill. 

" Yes, the man is right !" said Wilhelm to himself as he pro- 
ceeded; "we should think of what is nearest: and for me at 
present there is nothing nearer than the mournful errand I have 
come to do. Let me see whether I can still repeat the speech, 
which is to put that cruel man to shame." 

He then began reciting to himself this piece of oratory: not a 
syllable was wanting ; and the more his recollection served him, 
the higher grew his passion and his courage. AureUa's sorrows 
and her death were vividly present to his soul. 

" Spirit of my friend!" exclaimed he, " hover round me; and 
if thou canst, give some sign to me that thou art softened, art 
appeased !" 

Amid such words and meditations, he had reached the summit 
of the hill ; and near the foot of its declivity, he now beheld a 
curious building, which he at once took to be Lothario's dwelling. 
An old irregular castle, with several turrets and peaked roofs, ap- 
peared to have been the primitive erection ; but the new additions 
to it, placed near the main structure, looked still more irregular. 
A part of them stood close upon the main edifice ; others, at some 
distance, were combined with it by galleries and covered passages. 
All external symmetry, every shade of architectural beauty, ap- 
peared to have been sacrificed to the convenience of the interior. 
No trace of wall or trench was to be seen ; none of avenues or 
artificial gardens. A fruit and potherb garden reached to the 
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buildings; and little patches ofaliliG Bort showed themselyea 
even in the intermediate spaees, A cheerful village lay at no 
great distanco : the fields and gardena everywhere appeared in 
the highest state of cnltivation. 

Simk in his own impassioned feelings, Wilhelm rode along, 
not thinking mucli of what he saw : he put up his horse at an 
inn ; and not ^dthout emotion, hastened to the Castle. 

An old serving-man received him at the door ; and signified, 
with mnch good-nature, that today it would be difficult to get 
admisaion to his Lordship ; who was occupied in writing letters, 
and had already refiiaed Home people that had business with him. 
Onr friend hecame more importunate ; the old man was at last 
obliged to yield, and announce him. He returned, and conducted 
Wilhelm to a spacious ancient hall ; desii'ing him to be so good 
fts wait, since perhajis it might he some time before hia Lordship 
could appear. Our friend waited up and down unreatfully ; cast- 
ing now and then a look at the Imights and dames, whose ancient 
fignrea hung round him on the waUst, He repeated the heginning 
cf his speech : it seemed, in presence of these ruffs and coats of 
mail, to answer even better. Every time there rose any stir, he 
pot Mmaelf in posture to receive his man with dignity ; meaning 
first to hand him the letter, then assail bJTn with the weapons of 
reproach. 

More than once mistaken, he was now beginning to he really 

:ed and out of tune, when at last a handsome man, in boots and 

;ht surtont, stept in from a eide-door. " What good news have 

iQ for me?" aaid he to Wilhelm, with a friendly voice; " pardon 

le, that I have made you wait." 

So speaking, he kept folding a letter, which he held in his 
liftnd. Wilhelm, not without emharrassmeut, delivered him Au- 
relia's paper, and replied: "I bring you the last words of a friend, 
which yon will not read without emotion." 

Lothario took it, and retiumed to his chamber with it; where, 
Wilhelm through the open door could very easily observe, he 
!saed and sealed some letters, before opening Aurelia's. He 
lared to have perused it onco or twice ; and Wilhelm, thoagh 
feelings signified that the pathetic speech would sort but ill 
ith such a cool reception, girded up his mind, went forward to 
threHhoId, and was just about heginning his address, when a 
istry door of the cabinet opened, and the clergyman came in. 
I have got the strangest message you can think of," cried 
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Lothario to him. ''Pardon me,*' continued he, addressing Wil- 
hehn, *'if I am not in a mood for speaking farther with you at 
this moment. You remain with us tonight : you, Abbe, see the 
stranger properly attended to." 

With these words, he made his guest a bow : the clergyman 
took Wilhelm by the hand, who followed, not without reluctance. 

They walked along some curious passages, in silence, and at 
last reached a very pretty chamber. The Abbe led him in ; then 
left him, making no excuses. Ere long, an active boy appeared ; 
he introduced himself as Wilhelm' s valet ; and brought up his 
supper. In waiting, he had much to say about the order of the 
house, about their breakfasting and dining, labours and amuse- 
ments ; interspersing many things in commendation of Lothario. 

Pleasant as the boy was, Wilhelm endeavoured to get rid of 
him as soon as possible. He wished to be alone ; for he felt ex- 
ceedingly oppressed and straitened, in his new position. He re- 
proached himself with having executed his intentions so ill, with 
having done his errand only half. One moment, he proposed to 
overtake next morning what he had neglected tonight ; the next, 
he saw that by Lothario's presence he would be attuned to quite 
a diflferent set of feelings. The house, too, where he was, seemed 
very strange to him : he could not be at home in his position. 
Intending to undress, he opened his travelling-bag: with his 
night-clothes, he took out the Spirit's veil, which Mignon had 
packed in along with them. The sight of it increased the sadness 
of his humour. *' Fly! youth, fly!" cried he : '^ What means this 
mystic word ? What am I to' fly, or whither ? It were better had 
the Spirit called to me : Ketum to thyself!" He cast his eyes on 
some English copperplates, hung round the room in frames; most 
of them he looked at with indifference : at last he met with one, 
in which a ship was represented sinking in a tempest ; a father 
with his lovely daughters was awaiting death from the intrusive 
billows. One of the maidens had a kind of likeness to the Ama- 
zon : an indescribable compassion seized our Mend ; he felt an 
irresistible necessity to vent his feelings ; tears filled his eyes, he 
wept, and did not recover his composure, till slumber overpowered 
him. 

Strange dreams arose upon him towards morning. He was in 
a garden, which in boyhood he had often visited ; he looked with 
pleasure at the weU-known alleys, hedges, flower-beds : Mariana 
met him, he spoke to her with love and tenderness, recollecting 



lotbing of ttnj bygone giievance. Ere long his father joined 
item, in his week-day dress ; with a look of irnnkness that was 
1 in him, he bade his son fetch two seats from the garden- 
llonse ; then took Mariana hy the hand, and led her into a grove. 
Wilhelm hastened to the garden-hottse, but found it altogether 
■empty ; only at a window in the farther side ho saw Aurelia stand- 
He went forward and addressed her, hut she turned not 
Stound ; and though he placed himself beside her, he could never 
Bee her face. He looked out from the window ; in an unknown 
garden, there were seveial people, some of whom he recognised. 
Fraa Melina, seated under a tree was playing with a rose, which 
B had in her hand ; Laertes stood beside her, counting money 
from the one hand to the other. Mignon and Felix were lying on 
ithe grass ; the former on her back, the latter on his iace. Philina 
; and clapped her hands above the children ; Mignon lay 
tnoiTod ; Fells started up and fled. At first he laughed while 
ing, as Philina followed; but he screamed in terror, when he 
law the Harper coming after him with large, slow steps. Felix 
ran directly to a pond ; Wilhelm hastened after him : too late ; 
the child was lying in the water ! Wiihelm stood aa if rooted to 
the spot. The fair Amazon appeared on the other side of the 
pond ; she stretched her right hand towards the chCd, and walked 
along the shore. The child came through the water, hy the course 
her finger pointed to; he followed her as she went round; at last 
she reached her hand to him, and pulled him out. Wilhelm had 
come nearer: the child was all in flames; fiery drops were falling 
from his body. "Wilhelm's agony was greater than ever ; but in- 
■ittantly the Amazon took a white veil from her head, and covered 
nip the child witJi it. The fire was at once quenched. But when 
lbfa« lifted up the veil, two boys sprang out from under it, and 
BoUcaomely sported to and fro; while Wilhelm and the Amazon 
iieeded hand m hand aci'oss the garden; and noticed in the 
Bistauce Mariana and his father walking in an alley, which was 
pbrmed of lofty trees, and seemed to go quite round the garden. 
~i tnmed Ma steps to them, and with hia beautiful attendant waa 
boring throngh the garden, when suddenly the fair-haired Fried- 
e across their path, and kept them back with loud laugh- 
r and a thousand triclca. Still, however, they insisted on pro- 
sling ; and Friedrich hastened off, running towards Mariana 
1 the father. These seemed to Sy before him; he pursued the 
till Wiihehn saw them hovering down the alley jJmost as 
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en wings. Nature onct inclination called on him to go, and help 
but the hand of the Amazon detained Mm. How gladly 
did he let himself be held ! With this mingled feeling ho awoke ; 
and found his chamber shining with the morning beams, 



Chapter II. 

OuE friend was called to breakfast by the hoy ; he found the 
Abhe waiting in the hall; Lothario, it appeared, had ridden out. 
The Abbe was not very talkative, but rather wore a thoughtful 
look ; he inquired about Aurelia'a death, and listened to our 
friend's recital of it, with apparent sympathy. " Ah t" cried he, 
" the man that discerns, with lively cleamesB, what infinite opera- 
tions art and nature must have joined in, before a cultivated 
human being can be formed ; tho man that himself as much as 
possible takes interest in the culture of bis fellow-men, is ready to 
despair when ho sees how lightly mortals will destroy themselves, 
will blamelessly or blameably expose themselves to be destroyed. 
When I think of these things, life itself appears to me so un- 
certain a gift, that I could praise the man who does not value it 
beyond its worth." 

Scarcely had he spoken, when the door flew violently up ; a 
young lady came rushing in ; she poshed away the old servant 
who attempted to restrain her. She made right to the Abbe, and 
seized him hy the arm ; her tears and sobs would hardly let her 
ipeak these words : " Where is lie ? Where have yon put him ? 
Tis a fiightfiil treachery ! Confess it now! I know what you are 
ing : I will after him ; will know where you have sent him !" 

" Be calm, my child," replied the Abbe, with assumed compo- 

re ; " come with me to your room ; you shall know it all ; only 

Ou must have the strength to listen, if you ask me to relate." 

Je offered her his hand, as if he meant to lead her out. "I will 

lot return to my room," cried she : " I hate the walls where yon 

ave kept me prisoner so long. I know it all already: the Colonel 

3 challenged him; he is gone to meet his enemy; perhaps this 

f moment he — Once or twice I thought I heard the sonnd of 

sots! I tell you, order out a coach, and come along with me, or 

will fill tho house and all the village with my screaming." 

"Weeping bitterly, she hastened to the window ; the Abbe held 
ler back, and sought in vain to soothe her. 
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They heard a sonnd of wheels : she threw up the window, 
K exclaiming : " He is deaJ ! They are bringing home his body." 
" He is coming oot," replied the Abbe; "yoii perceive he livoa." 
" He ia wonnded," eaid she wildly, " else ho would have come on 
horseback. They are holding biin ! The wound ia dangerons !" 
She ran to the door, and down the ataii's: the Abbe hastened after 
her; and Wilhehn following, observed the fair one meet her lover, 
who had now dismounted. 

Lothario leaned on his attendant, whom Wilhelm at once 
knew as Ms ancient patron Jarno. The wounded man spoke very 
tenderly and kindly to tho tearful damsel ; he rested on her 
shoulder, and came slowly up the steps ; saluted Wilhelm as he 
passed, and was conducted to his cabinet. 

Jarno soon returned, and going up to Wilhelm, "It appears," 
swd he, " you are predestined everywhere to find a theatre and 
actors. We have here commenced a play which is not altogether 
pleasant." 

" I rejoice to find you," ansvrered Wilhelm, " in so strange an 
honr : I am astonished, frightened ; and your presence already 
quiets my mind. Tell me, is there danger ? Is tho Baron badly 
wonnded ?" " I imagine not," said Jarno. 

It was not long till the young surgeon entered from the cabi- 
net. "Now what say you ?" cried Jarno to him. " That it ia a 
dangerous piece of work," replied the other, puttiug several in- 
struments into his leathern pouch. Wilhehn looked at tho band, 
which was hanging from the pouch ; he fancied he knew it. Bright 
contrary colours, a curious pattern, gold and silver wrought in 
singnlar fignres, marked this band from all the bands in the 
world. Wilhelm was convinced he beheld the very pouch of the 
ancient surgeon, who had dressed his wounds in the green of the 
and the hope, so long deferred, of again finding traces of 
B lovely Amazon, struck like a flame through all his soul. 

' Where did you get that pouch ?" cried be. " To whom did 
Bbelong before yon ? I beg of you, tell me." " I bought it at 
f ftnctioD," said the other: " what is it to mo, whom it belonged 
I?" So speaking, he went out; and Jarno said: " If there would 

) but one word of truth from our young Doctor's mouth !" 
"hen he did not buy tho ponch?" said Willielm. "Just as 

3 aa Lothario is in danger," said the other. 

Wilhelm stood immersed in many reflections ; Jarno asked 

' he had fared of late. Wilhelm sketched an outline of his 
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history ; and when he at last came to speak of Anrelia's death, 
and his message to the place, his auditor exclaimed : "Well ! it 
is strange, most strange !" 

The Abbe entered from Lothario's chamber ; beckoned Jamo 
to go in instead of him ; and said to Wilhelm : ** The Baron bids 
me ask you to remain with us a day or two, to share his hospi- 
tality, and, in the present circumstances, contribute to his solace- 
ment. If you need to give any notice to your people, your letter 
shall be instantly dispatched. Meanwhile, to make you under- 
stand this curious incident, of which you have been witness, I 
must teU you something, which indeed is no secret. The Baron 
had a small adventure with a lady, which excited more than usual 
attention; the lady having taken him from a rival, and wishing to 
enjoy her victory too ostentatiously. After a time, he no longer 
found the same deUght in her society; which he of course for- 
sook : but being of a violent temper, she could not bear her fate 
with patience. Meeting at a ball, they had an open quarrel : she 
thought herself irreparably injured ; and would be revenged. No 
knight stept forth to do battle for her; tiU her husband, whom for 
years she had not lived with, heard of the aflfair and took it up. 
He challenged the Baron, and today he has wounded him ; yet, 
as I hear, the gallant Colonel has himself come still worse off." 

From this hour, our friend was treated in the house as if he 
had belonged to it. 

Chapter IH. 

At times they had read a little to the patient ; Wilhelm joy- 
fully performed this service. Lydia stirred not from Lothario's 
bed ; her care for him absorbed her whole attention. But today 
the patient himself seemed occupied with thought : he bade them 
lay aside their book. *^ Today," said he, " I feel through my whole 
heart how foolishly we let our time pass on. How many things 
have I proposed to do, how many have I planned ; yet how we 
loiter in our noblest purposes ! I have just read over the scheme 
of the changes which I mean to make in my estates : and it is 
chiefly, I may say, on their account that I rejoice at the bullet's 
not having gone a deadlier road." 

Lydia looked at him with tenderness, with tears in her eyes; 
as if to ask if she, if his friends could not pretend to any interest 
in his wish to live. Jamo answered: ** Changes, such as you pro- 
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Ifcct, require to be considered well on every side, Tiefore they ai'o 
fesolved on." 
"Long considerations," said Lothario, "are commonly a proof 
Uiat we have cot the point to be determined cleai'Iy in our eye ; 
precipitate proceedinga that we do not know it. I see distinctly 
that in managing my property, there are several particulars, in 
which the services of my dependants cannot be remitted ; certain 
rights which I must rigidly insist on ; but I also see that there 
are other articles, advantageous to me, but hy no means indis- 
pensable, which might admit of relaxation. Do I not profit by 
my lands far better than my father did ? Is not my income still 
increasing? And shall I alone enjoy ^this gi^owing benefit? Shall 
not thoBo who labour with and for me partake, in then." degree, of 
the advantages which expanding knowledge, which a period of 
improvement are pracuring for us ?" 

" 'Tis human nature !" cried Jamo: "I do not blame myself 
when I detect this selfish quality among the rest. Every man . 
desires to gather all things round him, to shape and manage them 
iL aeeording to his own pleasure : the money which he himself does 
I^^Bpt expend, he seldom reckons well expended." 
^^^B " Certainly," observed Lothario, " much of the capital might 
^^Hb abated, if we conanmed the interest less capriciously." 
1^^^ " The only thing I shall mention," said the other, " the only 
reason I can urgo against youi- now proceeding with those altera- 
tions, which, for a timo at least, must cause you loss, is, that 
^^^^c yourself are still in debt, and that the payment presses hard 
^^^Bk yon. My advice is, therefore, to postpone your plan till yon 
^^fpa altogether &ee." 

I^^H "And in the mean while leave it at the mercy of a bullet, or 
' the fall of a tile, to annihilate the whole result of my existence 
and actirity! my fi-iend! it is ever thus; it is ever the he- 
Betting fault of cultivated men, that they wish to spend their whole 
geources on some idea, scarcely any part of them on tangible ex- 
j objects. Why was it that I contracted debts, thatlquar- 
Qled with my uncle, that I left my sisters to themselves so long ? 
rely for the sake of an idea. In America, I fancied I might 
pcomplish something ; over seas, I hoped to become useful and 
' tential : if any task was not begirt with a thousand dangers, I 
isidered it trivial, unworthy of me. How difi'orently do matters 
urapijeiir! How precious, how important seems the duty which 
^ nearest me, whateyer it may be !" 
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" I recollect the letter whicli yon sent me from the Westem 
world," said Jarao : " it contained the words : ' I will retnm, and 
in my house, amid my fields, among my people, I will say: Here 
or nojchere is America!'" 

" Yes, my friend ! and I am still repeating it, and still re- 
pining at myself that I am not bo busy here as I was there. For 
certain equable, continuous modes of life, there is nothing more 
than judgment necessary, and we study to attain nothing more; 
BO that we hecomo unable to discern what extraordinary aerviees 
each vulgar day requires of us; or if we do discern them, we find 
abundance of excuses for not doing them. A judicious man is 
valuable to himself; but of. little value for the general whole." 

" We will not," said Jarno, " bear too hard upon judgment : 
let us grant that whenever extraordinary things are done, they are 
generally foolish." 

" Yes ! and just because they are not done according to the 
proper plan. My brother-in-law, you see, is giving up bis for- 
tune, 80 far as in hia power, to the Community of Heimhut : he 
leckons that by doing so, he is advancing the salvation of his soul. 
Had he sacrificed a small portion of his revenue, he might have 
rendered many people happy, might have made for them and for 
himself a heaven upon earth. Our sacrifices are rarely of an ac- 
tive kind ; we, aa it were, abandon what we give away. It is not 
•from resolution hut despair, that we renounce our property. In 
these days, I confess it, the image of the Count is hovering con- 
stantly before mo ; I have firmly resolved on doing from convic- 
tion, what a crazy fear ia forcing upon him. I will not wait for 
being cured. Here are the papers : they require only to be pro- 
perly drawn out. Take the lawyer with you ; our guest will help : 
what I want, you know as well as I ; recovering or dying I ■will 
.stand by it, and say : Here or nowhere, l& HerrnJmt f" 

When he mentioned dying, Lydia sank before his bed ; she 
Lung upon his arm, and wept bitterly. The surgeon entered; 
Jamo gave our friend the papers, and made Lydia leave the room. 

" For Heaven's sake t what is this about the Count ?" cried 
"Wilhelm, when they reached the hall and were alone: "What 
Count is it that means to join the Hermhuters ?" 

" One whom you know very well," said Jamo. " Yon yoni- 
Belf are the ghost who have frightened the unhappy wiseacre into 
Spiety; you are the villain who have brought his pretty wife to suc^^ 
^ state, that she inclines accompanying him," 
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P" And she is Lothaxio's eiater?" cried our Mend. 
"No other!" — "And Lothario knows — ?" 
"The whole." 
" let me fly !" cried Wilhelm : " How shall I appear before 
liim ? "What cau he say to me ?" 

"That DO man should cast a stone at Mb brother ; that when 
one composes long speeches, with a view to shame his neighbours, 
he should speak them to a looking-glass." 
" Do you know that too ?" 

"And many things beside," said Jamo with a smile. "But 
in the present case," continued he, " you shall not get awayfrom 
me BO easily as you did last time. You need not now be appre- 
henaiye ofmy bonnty-money; I have ceased to be a soldier; when 
I was one, you might have thought more charitably of me. Since 
you saw me, many things have altered. My Prince, my only friend 
and benefactor, being dead, I have now withdi'awn irom busy lifo 
and its concerns. I used to have a pleasure in advancing what 
was reasonable ; when I met with any despicable thing, I hesi- 
tated not to call it so : and men had never done with talking of 
my restless head and wicked tongue. The herd of people dread 
sound understanding more than anything ; they ought to dread 
stupidity, if they had any notion what was really dreadful. Un- 
derstanding is unpleasant, they must have it pushed aside; stu- 
pidity is but pernicious, they can let it stay. Well, be it so ! I 
need to live; I will by and by communicate my plans to you ; if 
TOn incline, you shall partake in them. But tell me first how 
things have gone with you. I see, I feel that you ai-e changed. 
Hon' is it with your ancient maggot of producing something beau- 
tiM and good in the society of gypsies ?'* 

"Do not speak of it !" cried Wilhelm : " I have been already 

pmiished for it. People talk about the stage ; but none, that has 

\ TW t been upon it personally, can form the smallest notion of it. 

utterly these men are imacquainted with themselves, how 

bghtles^y they cany on their trade, how boundless their pre- 

■dons are, no mortal can conceive. Each not only would be 

, bat sole ; each wishes to exclude the rest, and does not see 

t even with thom, he can scarcely accomplish anything. Each 

s himself a man of marvellous originality ; yet with a raven- 

■ifippetite for novelty, lie cannot walk a footstep from the beaten 

How vehemently they coimterwork each other ! It is only 

K.jitifolest self-love, the naiTOweet views of interest, that unite 
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tliom. Of reciprocal accommodation they have no idea ; back- 
biting and hidden spitefidness maintain a constant jealousy among 
them. In their lives they are either rakes or simpletons. Each 
claims the loftiest respect, each writhes mider the slightest blame. 
* All this ho know abeady/ he will tell you ! Why then did he 
not do it? Ever needy, ever unconfiding, they seem as if their 
greatest fear were reason and good taste, their highest care were 
to Hocuro the majesty of their self-will." 

Wilholni drew breath, intending to proceed with his eulogium, 
when an immoderate laugh from Jamo interrupted him* *' Poor 
actorH I** cried ho; threw himself into a chair, and laughed away: 
*' J^oor dear actors ! Do you know, my friend,'* continued he, re- 
covering from his fit, *'that you have been describing not the 
playhouHO, but the world ; that out of all ranks I could find you 
characters and doings in abundance, to suit your cruel pendl ? 
Pardon nio, it makes mo laugh again, that you should think these 
aiiiiabU^ qualities existed on the boards alone." 

Williolni chocked his feelings : Jamo's extravagant, untimely 
laughter had in truth offended him. *^ It is scarcely hiding your 
miHanthropy,*' said ho, '* when you maintain that faults like these 
are universal.*' 

** And it shows your unacquaintance with the world, when you 
imputes thoni to the theatre in such a heinous light. I pardon in 
the player every fault that springs from self-deception and the 
desire to please. If ho seem not something to himself and others, 
lie is nothing. To seem is his vocation ; he must prize his mo- 
ment of applause, for ho gets no other recompense ; he must try 
to glitter, ho is there to do so.'* 

'* You will give me leave at least to smile, in my turn," 
answered Wilholni. " I should never have believed that you could 
bo so merciful, so tolerant.'* 

** I swear to you I am serious, fully and deliberately serious. 
All faults of the man I can pardon in the player ; no fault of the 
player can I pardon in the man. Do not set me upon chanting 
my lament about the latter: it might have a sharper sound than 
yours.** 

The Surgeon entered from the cabinet ; and to the question 
how his patient was, he answered with a lively air of complais- 
ance : ** Extremely well indeed ; I hope soon to see him quite re- 
covered.'* He hastened through the hall, not waiting Wilhelm*s 
speech, who was preparing to inquire again with greater impor- 
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tiinity about tlie leathern case. His anxiety to gain some tidings 
of Hs Amazon inspired him with confidence in Jamo : he dia- 
cloeed his case to him, and begged his help. " You that know 
so many things," said he, "can you not discover this?" 

■Tamo reflected for a moment, then tmming to his friend: 
" Be calm," said he, "give no one any hint of it ; we shall come 
npon the fail- one's footsteps, never fear. At present, I am 
anxiona only for Lothailo : the case is dangerous; the kindliness 
and comfortable talking of the Doctor tells me BO. We should be 
quit of Lydia ; for here she does no good : but how to set about 
ttie task, I know not. Tonight I am looking for our old Physi- 
we shall then take farther counsel." 



Chapter IV. 

, The Physician camo : it was the good, old, little Doctor whom 

bknow already, and to whom we were obliged for the commu- 

Bation of the pious Mannscript, Fii'st of all, he visited the 

ided man ; with whose condition ho appeared to bo by no 

ed. He had next a long interview with Jamo : but 

J made no allusion to the subject of it when they came to 

per. 

' "Wilhelm saluted him in the kindest manner, and inquired 
t the Harper. " "We have still hopes of bi-inging round tbo 
hapless creature," answered the Physician, " He formed a dreary 
item in your limited and singular way of life," said Jamo. " How 
" s it fai'ed with him ? Tell me." 

I Having satisfied Jamo'a curiosity, the Pliysieian thus pro- 

ped: "I have never seen another man so strangely circum- 

Bfid. For many yeai's, he has not folt tbo smallest interest in 

J without him, scarcely paid the smallest notice to it : 

^ped up in himself, he has looked at nothing hut his own hol- 

f empty Me, which seemed to him like an immeasurable abyss. 

Ik was really touching, when ho spoke to us of this moumfiil state. 
* BHoro me,' cried he, ' I see nothing ; behind me nothing but an 
endlciis night, in which I live in the most horrid solitude. There 
is no feeling in me, but the feeling of my guilt : and this appears 
but like a, dim formless spirit, far before me. Yet here there is 
_.Jio height, no depth, no forwards, no backwards; no words can ( 
[iTi^s this never- changing state. Often in the agony of this 
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aameneas, I exclaim with violence : Forever ! forever : 
dark iccoiuprelieiiaible word is clear and plain to the glo 
condition. No ray of a Divinity illuminates this night ; 1 shed 
aD my teara by myself and for myself. Nothing is more horrible 
to me than friendship and love ; for they alone excite in me the 
wish that the Apparitions which smrotmd me might be real. But 
these two Spectres also have arisen from the abyss to plague me, 
and at length to tear from me the precious conscionsneBs of my 
existence, unearthly though it be.' 

"You ahonldhearhimspeak," continued the Physician, "when 
in hours of confidence he thus alleviates his heart. I have list- 
ened to Mm often with the deepest feelings. When pressed by 
anything, and as it were compelled for an instant to confess that 
a space of time has passed, he looks astoonded, then again refers 
the alteration to the things about him, considering it as an ap- 
pearance of appearances, and so rejecting the idea of 
duration. One night he sung a song about his gray hairs : we 
sat round him weeping." 

" get it for me !" cried Wilhelm. 

" But have you not discovered any trace of what he calls 
crime ?" inquired Jarno : " nor found out the reason of his w( 
ing such a singular garb ; of his conduct at the boming of 
house ; of his rage against the child ?" 

" It is only by conjectures that we can approximate to anj 
knowledge of his fate : to question him directly, contradicts oi 
principle. Observing easily that he was of the Catholic religion, 
we thought perhaps confession might afi'ord him some assuage- 
ment ; but he shrinks away, with the strangest gestures, every 
time we try to introduce the priest to Mm, However, not to leave 
your curiosity respecting him entirely unaatiafied, I may commu- 
nicate our suppositions on the subject. In Ms youth, we think, 
he must have been a clergyman : hence probably his wish to keep 
Ma beard and long cloak. The joys of love appear to have re- 
mained for many years unknown to him. Late in life, as we 
conceive, some aberration with a lady very nearly related to him; 
then her death, the consequence of an imlueky creature's birth, 
have altogether crazed Ms brain. 

"His cMef delusion is a fancy that he brings misfortune every- 
where along with him ; and that death, to bo unwittingly ocoa- 
Bioned by a boy, is constantly impending over Mm. At first he 
was afraid of Miguon, not knowing that she was a gii'l ; then Felix 
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tigliteued him ; and as, with all his misery, he has a boundleaa 
lova of life, thia may perhaps have been the origin of hia ayeraion 
to the child." 

" What hopes have you of Ms recovery?" inquired our friend. 

"It advances slowly," answered the Physician; "yet it does 

advance. He continnea hia appointed occupations : we have now 

accuatomed him to read the newspapers ; he always looks for them 

with eagerness." 

" I am curiona about hia songs," said Jorno. 
" Of these I can engage to get you aeveral," replied the Doctor. 
" Oar parson's eldest son, who frequently writes down his father's 
sermona, has, unnoticed by the Harper, marked on paper many 
stanzas of hia singing ; out of which some songs have gradually 
been pieced together." 

Next morning Jarno met our friend, and said to biin : " We 
have to ask a kindness of you. Lydia must, for some time, he 
removed : her violent unreasonable love and passionatenesa hin- 
ders the Baron's recovery. Hia wound requii'es reat and calm- 
ness, thongh with his healthy temperament it is not dangerous. 
You aee how Lydia tortures him with her tempestuous anxieties, 
hernngovernahle terrors, her never-drying toara; and — Enough!" 
be added with a smile, after pausing for a moment, " our Doctor 
expressly requires that she must quit ns for a while. We have 
got her to believe that a lady, one of her most intimate friends, ia 
at present in the neighbourhood, wishing and expecting instantly 
to fice her. She has been prevailed upon to undertake a jouniey 
to our lawyer's, which is but two leagues off. Thia man ia in the 
^^^^t : he wilt wofully lament that Fraulein Thereaa should just 
^^^■e left him again; he will seem to think she may still be over- 
^^^nn. Lydia will hasten after her; and if you prosper, will be 
^^^ftfirom place to place. At last, if she insist on turning back, 
^^K must not contradict her ; but the night will help you ; the 
^^nKbinan is a cunning knave, and we shall speak with him before 
^^Hl goes. You are to travel with her in the coach, to talk to her, 
i Bad manage the adventure." 

" It is a strange and dubious commisaion that you give me," 
uuwered Wilhelm: "How painful is the sight of true love in- 
jored I Aifd am I to be the inatmment of injuring it ? I have 
Aercr cheated any person so ; for it has always seemed to me that 
1 deceiving v 
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** Yet you cannot manage children otherwise," said Jamo. 

" With children it may do/' said Wilhelm; "for we love them 
tenderly, and take an open charge of them. But with our equals, 
in behalf of whom our heart is not so sure to call upon us for 
forbearance, it might frequently be dangerous. Yet do not think," 
he added, after pausing for a moment, "that I intend to decline 
the task on this account. Honouring your judgment, as I do, 
feeling such attachment to your noble Mend, such eagerness to 
forward his recovery by whatever means, I willingly forget myself 
and my opinions. It is not enough that we can risk our life to 
serve a friend ; in the hour of need we should also yield him our 
convictions. Our dearest passions, our best wishes we are bound 
to sacrifice in helping him. I undertake the charge ; though it is 
easy to foresee the pain I shall have to suffer from the tears, from 
the despair of Lydia." 

"And for this, no small reward awaits you," answered Jamo: 
" Fraulein Theresa, whom you get acquainted with, is a lady such 
as you will rarely see. She puts many a man to shame : I may 
say, she is a genuine Amazon ; while others are but pretty coun- 
terfeits, that wander up and down the world in that ambiguous 
dress." 

Wilhelm was struck : he almost fancied that in Theresa he 
would find his Amazon again ; especially as Jamo, whom he im- 
portuned to teU him more, broke off abraptly, and went away. 

The new, near hope of once more seeing that beloved and 
honom^ed being, awoke a thousand feelings in his heart. He 
now looked upon the task, which had been given him, as the 
intervention of a special Providence ; the thought that he was 
minded treacherously to. carry off a helpless girl from the object 
of her sincerest warmest love, dwelt but a moment in his mind, 
as the shadow of a bird flits over the sunshiny earth. 

The coach was at the door ; Lydia lingered for a moment, as 
she was about to mount. " Salute your lord again for me," said 
she to the old servant; "tell him that I shall be home before 
night." Tears were standing in her eyes, as she again looked 
back when the carriage started. She then turned round to Wil- 
helm ; made an effort to compose herself, and said : "In Fraulein 
Theresa you will find a very interesting person. I wonder what it 
is that brings her hither : for, you must know, Lothario and she 
once passionately loved each other. In spite of the distance, he 
often used to visit her : I was staying with her then ; I thought 
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they would have lired and died for one aoother. But all at once 
it went to wreck, no creature could discover why. He had seen 
me, and I must confess that I was eu\ioua of Theresa's fortune ; 
tliat I scarcely hid my love from him ; that when he snddenly 
appeared to choose me iji her stead, I could not but accept of 
lum. She behaved to me beyond my wishes ; though it almost 
seemed as if I Lad robbed her of this precious lover. But ah, 
how many tliouaand teai's and pains that love of his has cost me ! 
At first we met only now and then, and by steaHh, at some ap- 
linted place ; but I couid not long endure that kind of life : in 
presence only was I happy, wholly happy ! Fai- from him, my 
eyes were never dry, my pulse was never calm. Once he stayed 
ftway for several days: I was altogether in despair; I ordered oat 
ray carriage, and surprised him here. He received me tenderly; 
had not this nnlucliy qnarrcl happened, I should have led a 
'Culy life with him. But since the time when he began to 
in danger and in pain, I shall not say what I have suffered : 
this moment I am bitterly reproaching myself, that I could 

him for a single day." 
Wilhelm was proceeding to inquire about Theresa, when they 
:hed the lawyer's house. This gentleman came forward to the 
ih, lamenting wofully that Friiulein Theresa was already gone, 
invited them to breakfast ; signifying, however, that the lady 
;ht be overtaken in the nearest %'iliage. They determined 
following her : the coachman did not loiter ; they had soon 
d several villages, and yet come up with nobody. Lydia 
gave orders for returning ; the coachmtin drove along, as if 
not understand her. As she insisted with redoubled ve- 
lence, Wilhelm called to him, and gave the promised token, 
coachman answered, that it was not necessary to go back by 
same road ; he knew a shorter, and at the same time greatly 
ne. He now turned aside across a wood, and over large 
IS. At last, no object they could recognise appearing, he 
id that unfortunately he had lost his way; declaring at 
same time that he would soon get right again, as he saw a 
le town before him. Night came on ; the coachman managed 
discreetly that he asked everjTvhero, and nowhere waited for 
answer. He drove along all night : Lydia never closed an 
; in the moonshine she was constantly detecting similarities, 
licb aa constantly turned out to be dissimilar. In the morning, 
iiud seemed known to her, and but more strange on 
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that account. The coach drew up before a neat Kttle country- 
house; a young kdy stept out, and opened the carriage-door. 
Lydia looked at her with a stare of wonder; looked round; 
looked at her again ; and fainted in the arms of Wilhelm. 



Chapter V. 

Wilhelm was conducted to a little upper-room : the house 
was new, as small nearly as it coyld be, and extremely orderly 
and clean. In Theresa, who had welcomed him and Lydia at 
the coach, he had not found his Amazon : she was another and 
an altogether diflferent woman. Handsome, and but of middle 
stature, she moved about with great alertness ; and it seemed as 
if her clear blue open eyes let nothing that occurred escape them. 

She entered Wilhelm's room, inquiring if he wanted anything. 
** Pardon me," said she, "for having lodged you in a chamber 
which the smell of paint still renders disagreeable : my little 
dwelling is but just made ready ; you are handselling this room, 
which is appointed for my guests. Would that you had come on 
some more pleasant errand ! Poor Lydia is like to be a dull com- 
panion ; in other points also, you will have much to pardon. My 
cook has run away from me, at this unseasonable time ; and a 
serving-man has bruised his hand. The case might happen I had 
to manage everything myself; and if it were so, why then we 
should just put up with it. One is plagued so with nobody as with 
one's servants ; none, of them will serve you, scarcely even serve 
himself." 

She said a good deal more on diflferent matters ; in general 
she seemed to like speaking. Wilhelm inquired for Lydia ; if he 
might not see her, and endeavour to excuse himself. 

" It will have no eflfect at present," said Theresa ; *' time ex- 
cuses, as it comforts. Words, in both cases, are of little effect. 
Lydia will not see you. * Keep him from my sight,' she cried, 
when I was leaving her ; * I could almost despair of human na- 
ture. Such an honourable countenance, so frank a manner, and 
this secret guile !' Lothario she has quite forgiven : in a letter 
to the poor girl he declares : * My friends persuaded me, my 
friends compelled me !' Among these she reckons you, and she 
condemns you with the rest." 

** She does me too much honom* in so blaming me," said Wil- 



helm; "I have no pretension to the frienclship of that noble 
gentleman ; on this occasion, I am bat a guiltless instrament. I 
will not jiraise what I have done ; it is enough that I could do it. 
It concerned the health, it concerned the life of a man, whom I 
valoe more than any one I ever knew before. what a man is 
he, Friiulein ; and what men are they that live about him ! In 
their society I for the first time, I may well say, carried on a 
conversation ; for the first time, was the inmost sense of my 
words returned to me, more rich, luoro full, more comprehensive, 
from another's month ; what I had been groping for, was rendered 
clear to me; what I had been thinking, I was tanght to see. 
Unfortonately this enjoyment waa disturbed, at first by numerous 
wxieties and whims, and then by this unpleasant task. I under- 
took it with submission ; for I reckoned it my duty, even though 
I sacrificed my feelings, to comply with the request of this gifted 
company of men." 

^\'hile he spoke, Theresa had been looking at him with a 
very fi-iendly air. " how sweet is it, to hear one's own opinion 
uttered hy a stranger tongue ! We are never properly ourselves 
irntn another thinks entirely as we do. My own opinion of Lothario 
is perfectly the same as yom's : it is not every one that does him 
juHtice ; and therefore all that know him better are enthusiastic 
in esteem of him. The painful sentiment that mhigles with the 
memory of br'm in my heart, cannot binder me from thinking of 
him daily." A sigh heaved her bosom as she spoke thus; and 
a loTcly tear glittered in her right eye. " Think not," continued 
ehe, " that I am so weak, so easy to be moved. It is but the 
eye that weeps. There was a little wart npon the under eyelid ; 
tliey have happily removed it ; but the eye has been weak ever 
aiocc; the smallest cause brings a tear into it. Here sat the little 
^^^lart : yon cannot see a vestige of it now." 
^^B He saw no vestige ; but he saw into lier eye ; it was clear as 
^^Ketal ; ho almost imagined he could see to the very bottom of 

\\m "We have now," said she, "pronounced the watchword of 

oar rriondship : let us get entirely acquainted as fast as possible, 
The history of every person paints his character. I will tell you 
what myliHe has been: do yon too place a little trust in mc; and 
Icl [IS bo united even when distance parts us. The world is so 
waste and empty, when we figure only toivns and hills and rivers 
k it; but to know of some one here and there whom we accord 
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with, who is Kving on with us even in silence, this makes our 
earthy ball a peopled garden." 

She hastened off; engaging soon to take him out to walk. Her 
presence had affected him agreeably: he wished to be informed of 
her relation to Lothario. He was called ; she came to meet him 
from her room. While they descended, necessarily one by one, 
the strait and even steepish stairs, she said: "All this might have 
been larger and grander, had I chosen to accept the offers of your 
generous friend : but to continue worthy of him, I must study to 
retain the qualities which gave me merit in his eyes. — ^Where is 
the steward?'' asked she, stepping from the bottom of the stairs. 
** You must not think," continued ghe, **that I am rich enough to 
need a steward : the few acres of my own little property I myself 
can manage well enough. The steward is my new neighbour's, 
who has bought a fine estate beside us, every point of which I 
am acquainted with. The good old gentleman is lying ill of gout; 
his men are strangers here ; I willingly assist in settling them.^' 

They took a walk through fields, meadows and some orchards. 
Everywhere Theresa kept instructing the steward ; nothing so 
minute but she could give account of it : and Wilhelm had reason 
to wonder at her knowledge, her precision, the prompt dexterity 
with which she suggested means for ends. She loitered nowhere; 
always hastened to the leading points ; and thus her task was 
quickly over. *' Salute your master," said she, as she sent away 
the man ; " I mean to visit him as soon as possible, and wish him 
a complete recovery. — There now," she added with a smile, as 
soon as he was gone, *' I might soon be rich : my good neighbour, 
I' believe, would not be disinclined to offer me his hand." 

*' The old man with the gout ?" cried Wilhelm : ** I know not 
how, at your years, you could bring yourself to make so desperate 
a determination." **Nor am I tempted to it!" said Theresa: 
*' Whoever can administer what he possesses has enough, and to 
be wealthy is a burdensome affair, unless you understand it." 

Wilhelm testified his admiration at her skill in husbandry con- 
cerns. " Decided inclination, early opportunity, external impulse, 
and continued occupation in a useful busiaess," said she, ** make 
many things, which were at first far harder, possible in life.' When 
you have learned what causes stimulated me in this pursuit, you 
will cease to wonder at the talent you now think strange." 

On returning home, she sent him to her little garden. Here he 
<50uld scarcely turn himseK, so narrow were the walks, so thickly 
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was it Bown and planted. On looking over to t!ie coui't, he could 
not help smiling : the firewood was lying there, as accurately 
sawed, split and piled, as if it had been part of the building, and 
had been intended to continue permanently there. The tubs and 
implements, all clean, were standing in their places : the houso 
was painted white and red ; it was really pleasant to behold. 
Whatever can be done by handicraft, which knows not beautiftil 
proportions, but labours for convenience, cheerfulness and dura- 
bility, appeared imited in this spot. They served him up dinner 
in his own room ; ho had time enongh for meditating. Especially 
it struck him, that he should have got acquainted with another 
person of bo interesting a character, who hod been ao closely re- 
lated to Lothario. " It is just," said he to himself, " that a man 
BO ^ted should atb'act round him gifted women. How far the 
influence of manliness and dignity extends ! WouJd that others 
(lid not come so wofully short, compared with him ! Yes, confess 
thy tear. "When thou meetest with thy Amazon, this woman of 
women, in spite of all thy hopes and dreaming, thou wilt find her, 
in the end, to thy humiliation and thy shame, — hia bride." 



Chattek VI, 

WiLBEi^! had passed a restless afternoon, not altogether 
I without tedium; when towards ovening his door opened, and a 
f luindsome hunter-boy stept forward with a bow. " Shall we have 
E a vaik ?" said the youth ; and in the instant, Wilhelm recognised 

I Theresa by her lovely eyes. 
■' Pardon me this masquerade," said she ; " for now, alaa, it 

Lis nothing more. But as I am going to tetlyou of the time when 

I I 80 enjoyed the world, I will recall those days, by every method, 
I to my fancy. Come along ! Even the place, where we have rested 
!«£» often from our hunts and promenades, shall help me," 

They went accordingly. On the way, Theresa said to her at- 
I'teodant : " It is not fair that I alone should speak : you already 
■ICDOW enough of me, I nothing about you. Tell me in the mean 
I irliite something of yourself, that I may gather courage to submit 
Ito yon my history and situation." " Alas !" said Wilhelm, " I 
kb&Te nothing to relate but error on the hack of error, deviation 
I fbllovriug deviation : and I know none from whom I would more 
" y hide my present and my past embarrassments than from 
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yourself. Your look, the scene you move in, your whole tempera- 
ment and manner, prove to me that you have reason to rejoice 
in your bygone hfe ; that you have travelled by a fair, clear path, 
in constant progress ; that you have lost no time, that you have 
nothing to reproach yourself withal.'* 

Theresa answered with a smile: " Let us see if you will think 
so, after you have heard my history." They walked along : among 
some general remarks, Theresa asked him: "Are you free?" **I 
think I am," said he ; *' and yet I do not wish it." '* Good !" 
said she: "that indicates a complicated story; you also will have 
something to relate." 

Conversing thus, they ascended the hill, and placed them- 
selves beside a lofty oak, which spread its shade far out on every 
side. *'Here," said she, **beneath this German tree, will I 
disclose to you the history of a German maiden : listen to me 
patiently. 

"My father was a wealthy nobleman of this province, a cheer- 
ful, clear-sighted, active, able man ; a tender father, an upright 
friend, an excellent economist. I knew but one fault in him; he 
was too compliant to a wife who did not know his worth. Alas, 
that I should have to say so of my mother! Her nature was the 
opposite of his. She was quick and changefiil; without affection 
either for her home, or for me her only child; extravagant, but 
beautiful, sprightly, full of talent, the delight of a circle she had 
gathered round her. Her society in truth was never large ; nor 
did it long continue the same. It consisted principally of men ; 
for no woman could like to be near her, still less could she endure 
the merit or the praise of any woman. I resembled my father, 
both in form and dispositions. As the duckling, with its first 
footsteps, seeks the water; so, from my earliest youth, the kitchen, 
the store-room, the granaries, the fields, were my selected element. 
Cleanliness and order in the house, seemed, even while I was 
•playing in it, to be my peculiar instinct, my peculiar object. This 
tendency gave my father pleasure ; and he directed, step by step, 
my childish endeavour into the suitablest employments. On the 
contrary, my mother did not like me, and she never for a moment 
hid it. 

"I waxed in stature : with my years, increased my turn for 
^^cupation and my father's love to me. When we were by our- 
^ ^Ives, when walking through the fields, when I was helping to 
^.-^amine his accounts, it was then I could see how glad he was. 
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"While gazing on Ms eyes, I felt as if I had bean looking in upon 
myself: for it was in the eyea that I completely resemhled him. 
But in the presence of my mother, he lost this enei^, this aspect: 
he excused mo mildly, when she blamed me imjnstly and violently; 
he took my part, not as if he would protect me, but as if he would 
extenuate tlie demerit of my good qualities. To none of her ca- 
prices did he set himself in opposition. She began to be immensely 
taken with a passion for the stage; a theatre was soon got up; of 
men of all shapes and ages, crowding to display thDmselves along 
with her upon her hoards, she had abimdance; of women, on the 
other hand, there was often a scarcity. Lydia, a pretty girl, who 
had been brought up with me, and who promised from the first to 
be extremely beautiful, had to nndertake the seeondarj parts ; the 
mothers and the aunts were represented by an ancient chamber- 
maid ; while the leading heroines, lovers, and shepherdesaes of 
eveiy kind, wero seized on by my mother. I cannot tell you how 
ridiculous it seemed to me, to see the people, every one of whom 
I knew full well, standing on their scaffold, and pretending, after 
they had dressed themselves in other clothes, to pass for some- 
thing else than what they wero. In my eyes, they were never 
anything but Lydia and my mother, this baron and that secretary, 
whether they appeared as counts and princes or as i>easants: and 
I could not understand how they meant to make me think that 
they were sad or happy, that they were indifferent or in love, 
" or avaricious, when I well liEow the contrarytobe the case, 
lingly, I very seldom stayed among the audience: I always 
fed their candles, that I might not be entirely without em- 
lent; I prepared the supper; and nest morning, before they 
I, I used to have their wardi'obe all sorted, which commonly, 
night before, tliey had left in a chaotic state. 
To my mother this activity appeai-ed quite proper; but her 
bve I could not gain. She despised me ; and I know for certain 
that she more than once exclaimed with bitterness: 'If the mother 
could be as uncertain as the father, yon would scarcely take this 
tonsemaid for my daughter!' Such treatment, IconfesE, at length 
(otirely estranged mc from her: I ^^ewed her conduct as the con- 
duct of a person unconnected -mih me ; and bemg used to watch 
eorvants like a falcon (for this, be it said in passing, is the 
mni of all true housekeeping), the proceedings of my mother 
her friends, at the same time, naturally forced themselves 
^oa my observation. It was easy to perceive that she did not 
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look on all the men alike : I gave sharper heed ; and soon found 
out that Lydia was her confidant, and had herself, by this oppor- 
tunity, become acquainted mth a passion, which from her earUest 
youth she had so often represented. I was aware of all their meet- 
ings : but I held my tongue ; hinting nothing to my father, whom 
I was afraid of troubling. At last, however, I was obliged to speak. 
Many of their enterprises could not be accomplished without cor- 
rupting the servants. These now began to grow refractory; they 
despised my father's regulations, disregarded my commands. The 
disorders which arose from this I could not tolerate; I discovered 
all, complained of all to my father. 

'' He listened to me calmly. ' Good girl !' replied he with a 
smile; 'I know it all: be quiet, bear it patiently; for it is on thy 
account alone that I endure it.' 

*' I was not quiet, I had not patience. I in secret blamed my 
father ; for I did not think that any reason should induce him to 
endure such things. I called for regularity from all the servants ; 
I was bent on driving matters to extremity. 

**My mother had been rich before her marriage; yet she 
squandered more than she had a right to; and this, as I observed, 
occasioned many conferences between my parents. For a long 
time, the evil was not helped ; till at last the passions of my 
mother brought it to a head. 

"Her first gallant became unfaithful in a glaring manner: the 
house, the neighbourhood, her whole condition grew ofiensive to 
her. She insisted on removing to a different estate ; there she was 
too solitary : she insisted on removing to the town ; there she felt 
herself eclipsed among the crowd. Of much that passed between 
my father and her I know nothing : however, he at last determined, 
under stipulations which I did not learn, to consent that she 
should take a journey, which she had been meditating, to the 
south of France. 

*' We were now free ; we lived as if in heaven : I do believe, 
my father could not be a loser, had he purchased her absence by a 
considerable sum. All our useless domestics were dismissed; and 
fortune seemed to smile on our undertakings : we had some ex- 
tremely prosperous years ; all things succeeded to oiu' wish. But, 
alas, this pleasing state was not of long continuance ; altogether 
unexpectedly my father had a shock of palsy ; it lamed his right 
side, and deprived him of the proper use of speech. We had to 
guess at everything that he required; for he never could pronounce 
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the word that he intended. There were timea when this waa 

dreadfully afflicting to ns : he wonld require expressly to be left 

alone with me ; with earnest gestures, he would signify that every 

one should go away ; and when we saw oarseives alone, he could 

not speait the word he meant. His impatience mounted to the 

highest pitch ; hia situation touched me to the inmost heart. Thus 

much seemed certain : he had something which he wished to tell 

me, which especially concerned my interest. What longing did I 

feel to know it ! At other times, I could discover all things in hia 

ii Ayes : but now it was in vain. Even his eyes no longer spoke. 

■-■Only this was clear : he wanted nothing, he desired nothing ; he 

K'VTO3 striving to discover something to me ; which unhappily I did 

not ieam. His malady revisited liini : he grew entirely inactive, 

incapable of motion, and a short time afterwards he died. 

"Iltnownot how it had got rooted in my thoughts that some- 
where he Lad hid a treasure, which he wished at death to leave 
me rather than my mother: I searched about for traces of it while 
he hved, but I could meet with none ; at his death a seal was put 
on everything. I wrote to my mother, offering to continue in the 
J* iiwise, and manage for her : she refused, and I was obliged to leave 
■•ttfi place. A mutual testament waa now produced ; it gave my 
lother the possession and the use of all; and I was left, at least 
itroughout her life, dependent on her. It was now that I eon- 
Kipuved I rightly understood my father's beckoniugs : I pitied him 
~ r having been so wealc ; he had lot himself be forced to do mi- 
' ^Btlyto me even after he was dead. Certain ofmyfriends main- 
tained, that it was little better than if he liad disinherited me : 
they called upon me to attack the will by law ; but this I never 
jsoold resolve on doing. I reverenced my father's memory too 
; I trusted in destiny ; I trusted in myself. 
' There waa a lady in the neighbourhood possessed of large 
rty, with whom I had always been on good terms : she gladly 
eived me ; I engaged to superintend her household, and ere long 
i task grew very easy to me. She hved regularly, she loved 
everything ; and I faithfully assisted her in struggling 
1 her steward and domestics. I am neither of a niggardly nor 
' ig temper; but we women are diapoaed to insist, more ear- 
ban men, that nothing shall be wasted. Embezzlement of 
a is intolerable to us : we require that each enjoy exactly 
k so titr Its right entitles him. 

"Here I was in my element once more; I raonmed my father's 
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death in silence. My protectress was content with me: one small 
circumstance alone disturbed my peace. Lydia returned : my 
mother had been harsh enough to cast the poor girl off, after 
having altogether spoiled her. Lydia had learned with her mistress 
to consider passions as her occupation ; she was wont to curb her- 
self in nothing. On her unexpected reappearance, the lady whom 
I lived with took her in ; she wished to help me, but could train 
herself to nothing. 

** About this time, the relatives and future heirs of my pro- 
tectress often visited the house, to recreate themselves with hunt- 
ing. Lothario was frequently among them: it was not long till I 
had noticed, though without the smallest reference to myself, how 
far he was superior to the rest. He was courteous towards all ; 
and Lydia seemed ere long to have attracted his attention to her. 
Constantly engaged in something, I was seldom with the com- 
pany : while he was there I did not talk so much as usual; for I 
will confess it, lively conversation, from of old, had been to me the 
finest seasoning of existence. With my father I was wont to talk 
of everything that happened. What you do not speak of, you will 
seldom accurately think of. No man had I ever heard with greater 
pleasure than I did Lothario, when he told us of his travels and 
campaigns. The world appeared to lie before him clear and open, 
as to me the district was in which I lived and managed. We were 
not entertained with marvellous personal adventures, the extrava- 
gant half-truths of a shallow traveller, who is always painting out 
himself, and not the country he has undertaken to describe. Lo- 
thario did not tell us his adventures ; he led us to the place itself. 
I have seldom felt so pure a satisfaction. 

** But still higher was my pleasure, when I heard him talk, one 
evening, about women. The subject happened to be introduced ; 
some ladies of the neighbourhood had come to see us ; and were 
speaking, in the common style, about the cultivation of the female 
mind. Our sex, they said, was treated unjustly ; every sort of 
higher education men insisted on retaining for themselves : they 
admitted us to no science, they required us either to be dolls or 
family di^udges. To all this Lothario said not much : but when 
the party was a little thinned, he gave us his opinion more expli- 
citly. ' It is very strange,' cried he, * that men are blamed for their 
proceeding here : they have placed woman on the highest station 
she is capable of occupying. And where is there any station higher 
than the ordering of the house ? While the husband has to vex 
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liimself with outward matters, wMle he has wealth to gather and 
secure, while perhaps he takes part in the administration of the 
state, and everywhere depends on circumstances ; ruling nothing, 
I may say, while he conceives that he is mling much ; compelled 
to be but politic where he would wiUiugly be reasonable, to dis- 
semble where he would be open, to be false where he would be 
upright ; while thus, for the sake of an object which he never 
reaches, he must every moment sacrifice the first of objects, har- 
mony mtb himself, — a reasonable housewife is actually governing 
in the intenor of her family ; has the comfort and activity of every 
peraon in it to provide for, and make possible. What is the 
highest happiness of mortals, if not to execute what we consider 
right and good ; to be really masters of the means conducive to 
onr aims ? And where should or can oiu" nearest aims be, but in 
the interior of our home ? All those indispensable, and still to 
_,be renewed supplies, where do we expect, do wo require to find 
m, if not in the place where we rise and where we go to sleep, 
lere kitchen and collar, and every species of accommodation 
t ourselves and ours is to be always ready ? "What unvarying 
UtiTity is needed to conduct this constantly recurring series in 
'iroken living order ! How few are the men, to whom it is 
I to return regularly like a star, to command their day as 
Itey command their night ; to form for themselves their honse- 
BtAd iDstmments, to sow and to reap, to gain and to expend, and 
travel round their circle with perpetual success and peace and 
It is when a woman has attained this iuwai'd mastery, that 
e truly makes the husband whom she loves a master : her atten- 
n WJU acquire all sorts of knowledge ; her activity will turn them 
*liJi to profit. Thus is sho dependent upon no one ; and she pro- 
cm-es her husband genuine independence, that which is interior 
and domestic : whatever he possesses, he beholds secured ; what 
— ]u; esms, well employed; and thus he can direct his mind to lofty 
:, and if fortune favoui's, he may act in the state the same 

r which so well becomes his wife at home,' 

He then described to us the land of wife he wished. I red- 

; for he was describing me as I looked and hved. I silently 

i my triumph ; and the more, as I perceived, from all the 

istnncies, that he had not meant me individually, that indeed 

il not know mo. I cannot recollect a more delightful feeling 

i my life than this, when a man whom I so highly valued gave 

B preference, not to my person, but to my inmost nature. "What 
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a recompense did I consider it ! What encouragement did it 
afford me ! 

'* So soon as they were gone, my worthy benefactress, with a 
smile, observed to me : ' Pity that men often think and speak 
of what they will never execute, else here were a special match, 
the exact thing for my dear Theresa !' I made sport of her re- 
mark ; and added, that indeed men's understanding gave its vote 
for household wives ; but that their heart and imagination longed 
for other qualities ; and that we household people could not stand 
a rivalry with beautiful and lovely women. This was spoken for 
the ear of Lydia ; she did not hide from us that Lothario had 
made a deep impression on her heart ; and in reality, he seemed 
at each new visit to grow more and more attentive to her. She 
was poor and not of rank ; she could not think of marriage ; but 
she was unable to resist the dear delight of charming and of being 
charmed. I had never loved, nor did I love at present : but though 
it was unspeakably agreeable to see in what light my turn of mind 
was viewed, how high it was ranked by such a man, I wiU confess 
I still was not altogether satisfied. I now wished that he should 
be acquainted with me, and should take a personal interest in me. 
This wish arose, without the smallest settled thought of anything 
that could result from it. 

" The greatest service I did my benefactress, was in bringing 
into order the extensive forests which belonged to her. In this 
precious property, whose value time and circumstances were con- 
tinually increasing, matters still went on according to the old 
routine ; without regularity, without plan : no end to theft and 
fraud. Many hills were standing bare ; an equal growth was no- 
where to be found but in the oldest cuttings. I personally visited 
the whole of them, with an experienced forester. I got the woods 
correctly measured ; I set men to hew, to sow, to plant ; in a short 
time, all things were in progress. That I might mount more 
readily on horseback, and also walk on foot with less obstruction, 
I had a suit of men's clothes made for me ; I was present in many 
places, I was feared in all. 

** Hearing that our young friends with Lothario were purposing 
to have another hunt, it came into my head, for the first time in 
my life, to make a figure ; or that I may not do myseK injustice, 
to pass in the eyes of this noble gentleman for what I was. I 
put on my men's-clothes, took my gun upon my shoulder, and 
went forward with our hunters, to await the party on our marches. 
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They eame ; Lothario did not know me : a nephew of the lady's 
inti'oduced me to liim as a clever forester ; joked about my youth, 
and carried on his jesting in my praise, till at last Lotliario re- 
ised me. The nephew seconded my project, as if we had con- 
ited it together. He circumstantially and gratefully described 
rhui I had done for the estates of his aunt, and eansegnently for 
litinself. 

"Lothario listened with attention ; he talked with me ; inquired 
concerning all particulars of the estates and district. I of course 
' to have such an opportunity of showing him my know- 
je : I stood my ordeal very well ; I submitted certain projects 
improTement to him ; which be sanctioned, telling me of simi- 
examples, and strengthening my arguments hy the connexion 
' ih he gave them. My satisfaction grew more perfect every 
mt. Happily, however, I merely wished that he should be 
[uainted with me, not that ha should love me. We came home : 
I observed more cleai'ly than before, that the attention he 
:ed to Lydia seemed expressive of a seci'et inclination. I had 
led my object; yet I was not at rest: from that day, he showed 
"true respect for me, a fine tnist in me ; in company he osually 
ike to me, asked my opinion, and appeared to he persuaded 
tt, in household matters, nothing was unknown to me. His 
ipathy excited me extremely : even when the conversation was 
general finance and political economy, he nsed to lead mo to 
part in it ; and in his absence, I endeavora^ed to ac^uii'e more 
of our province, nay of all the empire. The task was 
for me : it was hut repeating on the great scale what I knew 
accurately on the small. 

From this period bo \*isited om- houso oftener. We talked, 
jaay Bay, of everything : yet in some degree our conversation 
iys in the end grew economical, if even hut in a secondaiy 
What immense effects a man, by the continuous applica- 
of his powers, his time, his money, even by means which seem 
small, may bring about, was freqnently and largely spoken of. 
"I did not withstand the tendency which drew me towards 
: and, alas, I felt too soon how deep, how cordial, how paro 
gcniiine was my love, as I believed it more and more apparent 
Ljdia and not myself was the occasion of these lisits. She, 
least, was most vividly persuaded so ; she made me her confi- 
it ; Mid this, again, in some degree, consoled me. For in truth, 
she explained so much to her advantage, I reckoned nowise 
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of importance ; there was not a trace of any serious lasting union 
being meditated ; but the more distinctly did I see the wish of the 
impassioned girl to be his at any price. 

" Thus did matters stand, when the lady of the house surprised 
me with an unexpected message. ' Lothario/ said she, * offers you 
his hand, and desires through life to have you ever at his side.' 
She enlarged upon my qualities, and told me, what I liked suffi- 
ciently to hear, that in me Lothario was persuaded he had found 
the person whom he had so long been seeking for. 

** The height of happiness was now attained for me : my hand 
was asked by a man for whom I had the greatest value ; beside 
whom and along with whom I might expect a full, expanded, ifree 
and profitable employment of my inborn tendency, of my talent 
perfected by practice. The sum of my existence seemed to have 
enlarged itseK into infinitude. I gave my consent; he himself 
came, and spoke with me in private ; he held out his hand to me ; 
he looked into my eyes, he clasped me in his arms, and pressed 
a kiss upon my lips. It was the first and the last. He confided 
to mo all his circumstances; told me how much his American 
campaign had cost him, what debts he had accumulated on his 
property ; that, on this score, he had in some measure quarrelled 
with his granduncle ; that the worthy gentleman intended to re- 
lieve him, though truly in his own peculiar way, being minded to 
provide him with a rich wife, whereas a man of sense would choose 
a household wife at all events ; that however, by his sister's influ- 
ence, he hoped his noble relative would be persuaded. He set 
before me the condition of his fortune, his plans, his prospects, 
and requested my cooperation. Till his uncle should consent, our 
promise was to be a secret. 

** Scarcely was he gone, when Lydia asked me, whether he had 
spoken of her. I answered no ; and tired her with a long detail 
of economical affairs. She was restless, out of humour ; and his 
conduct, when he came again, did not improve her situation. 

'^But the sun, I see, is bending to the place of rest. "Well 
for you, my Mend ! You would otherwise have had to hear this 
story, which I often enough go over by myself, in all its most 
minute particulars. Let me hasten : we are coming to an epoch, 
on which it is not good to linger. 

" By Lothario I was made acquainted with his noble sister ; 
and she, at a convenient time, contrived to introduce me to the 
uncle. I gained the old man ; he consented to our wishes ; and 
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I returned, with happy tidings, to my lienofaetress. The affair 
was now 110 secret iu the house : Lyia heard of it ; she thought 
the thiflg impossible. When she coald no longer doubt of it, she 
vanished all at once : vie knew not whither she had gone, 

" Our marriage -day was coming near: I had often asked liim 
for hia portrait ; just as he was going off, 1 reminded him that 
be had promised it. He said ; ' You have never given me the 
c-ttse you want to have it fitted into.' This was true : I had got a 
prCBCut from a female friend, on which I set no ordinary value. 
Her name, worked from her own hair, was fastened on the outer 
glass : within there was a vacant piece of ivory, on which her 
portrait was to have been painted, when a sudden death snatched 
her from me. Lothario's love had cheered me at the time her 
death lay heavy on my apiiits : and I wished to have the void, 
which she hod left me in her present, filled by the picture of my 
friend. 

' I ran to my chamber; fetched ray jewel-box, and opened it 
3 presence. Scarcely had he looked into it, when be noticed 
'% medallion with the portrait of a lady. He took it in his hand, 
sidered it attentively, and asked me hastily whose face it was. 
IHiy mother's,' answered I. 'I could have sworn,' said he, 'that 
1 the portrait of a Madame Saint Alban, whom I met some 
} ago in Switzerland.' ' It is the same,' replied I, smiling ; 
Bud BO you have unwittingly become acquainted with your step- 
Saint Alban is the name my mother haa assumed for 
5 with : she passes nnder it in France at present.' 
* I am the miserablest man alive !' exclaimed he, as he 
rew the portrait back into the box, covered hia eyes mth his 
', and hurried from the room. He sprang on horseback ; I 
1 to the balcony, and called out after him : he turned, waved 
B hand to me, went speedily away, — and I have never seen him 

The Bnn went dov^-n : Theresa gazed with unaverted looks 

the splendonr ; and both her fine eyes filled with tears. 

Theresa spoke not : she laid her hand upon her new friend's 

he kissed it with emotion; she dried her tears, and rose. 

Iifit na return, and see that all is right," said she. 

The eonvei'sation was not lively by the way. They entered 

the garden-door, and noticed Lydia sitting on a bench: she rose, 

withdrew before them, and walked in. She had a paper in her 

httod ; two little girls were by her. " I see," observed Theresa, 
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'' she is stm carrying her only comfort, Lothario's letter, with 
her. He promises that she shaU Hve with him again, so soon as 
he is well : he begs of her till then to stay in peace with me. 
On these words she hangs ; with these lines she solaces herself : 
but with his friends she is extremely angry." 

Meanwhile the two children had approached. They courte- 
sied to Theresa, and gave her an accomit of all that had occurred 
while she was absent. *' You see here another part of my em- 
ployment," said Theresa. " Lothario's sister and I have made 
a league : we educate some little ones in common : such as pro- 
mise to be lively serviceable housewives I take charge of; she of 
such as show a finer and more quiet talent : it is right to provide 
for the happiness of future husbands both in household and in in- 
tellectual matters. When you become acquainted with my noble 
friend, a new era in your life will open. Her beauty, her good- 
ness, make her worthy of the reverence of the world." Wilhelm 
did not venture to confess, that unhappily the lovely Countess 
was already known to him : that his transient connexion with . 
her would occasion him perpetual sorrow. He was well pleased 
that Theresa let the conversation drop; that some business called 
for her within. He was now alone : the intelligence which he had 
just received, of the young and lovely Countess being driven to 
replace, by deeds of benevolence, her own lost comfort, made him 
very sad; he felt that with her it was but a need of self-oblivion, 
an attempt to supply, by the hopes of happiness to others, the 
want of a cheerful enjoyment of existence in herself. He thought 
Theresa happy, since even in that unexpected melancholy altera- 
tion which had taken place in her prospects, there was no altera- 
tion needed in herself. *' How fortunate beyond all others," cried 
he, " is the man who, in order to adjust himseK to fate, is not 
required to cast away his whole preceding life !" 

Theresa came into his room, and begged pardon for disturb- 
ing him. '* My whole libraiy," said she, " is in the wall-press 
here ; they are rather books which I do not throw aside, than 
which I have taken up. Lydia wants a pious book: there are one 
or two of that sort among them. Persons who throughout the 
whole twelve months are worldly, think it necessary to be godly 
at a time of straits : all moral and religious matters they regard 
as physic, which is to be taken, with aversion, when they are un- 
well : in a clergyman, a moralist, they see nothing but a doctor, 
whom they cannot soon enough get rid of. Now, I confess, I 
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look upon religion aa a bind of diet, which can only be so when 
I maku a constant practice of it, when throughout the whole 
lire months I never lose it oiit of sight." 
She searched among the books ; she found some edifying 
rhs, as they ore called. " It was of my mother," said Theresa, 
tliat poor Lydia learned to have recom-se to books like these. 
"While her gallant continued faithful, playa and novels were her 
life ; his depaiiure brought religious writings once more into 
credit, I, for my share, cannot understand," continued she, 
" how men have made themselves beheve that Gad speaks to us 
ihruagh books and histories. The man, to whom the universe 
does not reveal directly what relation it has to him; whose heart 
does not tell him what he owes to himself and others, — that man 
will scarcely learn it out of books ; which generally do little more 
give oui errors names." 
She left our Mend alone : he passed bis evening in examin- 
the little library; it had, in truth, been gathered quite at 

Theresa, for the few days Wilhehn spent vrith her, continued 
still the same : she related to him, at difi'erent times, the conse- 
ifuences of that singular incident with great minuteness. Day 
hour, place and name, were present to her memory; we shall 
mpresB into a word or two, so much of it as will be ne- 
for the information of oui- readere. 
The reason of Lothario's quick departure was unhappily too 
to esplain. He had met Theresa's mother on her journey : 
charms attracted him; she was no niggard of them; and thia 
~ )ss transitory aberration came at length to shut him out 
im being united to a lady, whom nature seemed to have ex- 
pressly nude for him. As for Theresa, she continued in the pure 
"of her duties. They learned that Lydia had been hving in 
leighbourhood in secret. She was happy that the mairiage, 
for miknown causes, bad not been completed. She en- 
ivoored to renew her intimacy with Lothario : and more, as it 
i«l, out of desperation than affection, by surpriae than with 
idemtion, from tedium than of purpose, he had met her 

I Thuresa was quiet on the subject ; she made no pretensions 
t to bim ; and if he had even been her husband, she would 
wably have had sufficient spirit to endure a matter of this kind, 
1 had not troubled her domestic order: at least she often used 
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I liad rather give my hand to the son of any honest 
hrmet in the neighhourhood." 

Wilhekn at length made ready for returning. He requested 

of Tbereaa to obtain for him a parting word with Lydia. The 

impassioned girl at last consented : he said some kindly things 

to her ; to which she answered : ' ' The first bui'st of anguish I 

have conquered. Lothario will be ever dear to me : hut for those 

friends of Ms, I know them ; and it grieves me that they are 

about him. The Abbe, for a whim's sake, could leave a person 

in extreme need, or even plunge one into it ; the Doctor would 

have all things go on like cloi^-work ; Jarno has no heart : and 

you — at least no force of character ! Just go on ; let these three 

people use you as their tool ; they will have many an execution 

to commit to yoa. For a long time, aa I know well, my presence 

has been hateful to them : I had not found out their secret, but 

I had observed that they had one. "Wliy these bolted rooms, 

these strange passages ? Why can no one ever reach the central 

tower ? Why did they banish me, whenever they could, to my 

own chamber ? I will confess, jealousy at fii'st incited me to these 

discoveries: I feared some luckyrival might be hid there. I have 

now laid aside that suspicion : I am well convinced that Lothaiio 

' loves me, that he means honourably by me ; but I am quite as 

L«^ convinced that his false and artful friends betray him. If 

f .Jou would really do him service ; if you would ever bo forgiven 

Wiat the injury which I have suffered from you, free him from the 

T Itands of these men. But what am I expecting ! Give this letter 

I to bira: repeat what it contains ; that I will love liim for ever, that 

r'Z depend upon bis word. Ah!" cried she, rising and throwing 

I lierself with tears upon Theresa's neck: "he is surrounded by 

■ Xt^ foes; they will endeavour to persuade him that I have aacri- 

I flttd nothing for his sake : ! Lothario may well believe that be 

B worthy of any sacrifice, without needing to be grateful for it." 

WiUielm'a parting ivith Theresa was more cheerful : she 

I they might soon meet again, " Me you wholly know," 

tadd fihe: " I alone have talked while we have been together. 

t wiU be your duty, next time, to repay my candour." 

During hia return, he kept contemplating this new and bright 
riBl>CK>lU£^oQi ''"th the liveliest recollection. What confidence 
|^«d she inspired bim with ! He thought of Mignon and FelbL ; 
I liow happy they might be if under her direction : then he 
" k of himself ; and felt what pleasure it would be to live 
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beside a being so entirely serene and clear. As he approached 
Lothario's Castle, he observed, with more than usual interest, 
the central tower and the many passages and side-buildings : he 
resolved to question Jamo or the Abbe on the subject, by the 
earliest opportunity. 

Chapter Vil. 

On arriving at the Castle, Wilhelm found its noble owner in 
the way of ftdl recovery : the Doctor and the Abbe had gone off; 
Jamo alone was there. It was not long till the patient now and 
then could ride ; sometimes by himself ; sometimes with his 
friends. His conversation was at once courteous and earnest, 
instructive and enlivening : you could often notice in it traces of 
a tender sensibility, although he strove to hide it, and almost 
seemed to blame it, when in spite of him it came to view. 

One evening while at table he was silent, though his look 
was very cheerful. 

** Today," said Jamo, '^you have met with an adventure; 
and a pleasing one ?'* 

'* I give you credit for your penetration!" said Lothario. 
'* Yes, I have met with a very pleasing adventure. At another 
time, perhaps I should not have considered it so charming as to- 
day, when it came upon me so attractively. Towards night, I 
rode out beyond the river, through the hamlets, by a path which 
I had often visited in former years. My corporeal sufferings must 
have reduced me more than I supposed : I felt weak ; but as 
my strength was re-awakening, I was as it were new-bom. All 
objects seemed to wear the hues they had in earlier times ; all 
looked graceful, lovely, charming, as they have not looked to me 
for many years. I easily observed that it was mere debility ; yet 
I continued to enjoy it : I rode softly onwards, and could now 
conceive how men may grow to like diseases, which attune us to 
those sweet emotions. You know, perhaps, what used of old so 
frequently to lead me that way ?" 

" If I mistake not," answered Jamo, '' it was a little love 
concern you were engaged in with a farmer's daughter." 

" It might be called a great one," said Lothario : ^' for we 
loved each other deeply, seriously and for a long time. Today, 
it happened, everything combined to represent before me in its 
liveliest colour the earliest season of our love. The boys were 




ItBhaking mnybugs from the trees ; the ashen- grove had not 
fiB larger since the day I saw her firat. It was now long 
since I had met with Margaret. She is married at a distance ; 
and I had heard by chance, that ahe was come with her children, 
some weeks ago, to pay a Tiait to her father." 

" This ride, then, was not altogether accidental ?" 
■' I will not deny," replied Lothario, " that I wished to meet 
I her. On coming near the house, I aaw her father sitting at the 
door ; a child of probably a year old was standing by him. As I 
approached, a female gave a hasty look fi-ora an npper window ; 
and a. minute afterwards, I heard Bome jierson tripping down- 
stairs. I thought surely it was she ; and I will confess, I was 
flattering myself that she had recognised me, and was hastening 
to meet me. But what was my surprise and disappointment, 
when she hounded from the door ; seized the child, to which the 
horses had come pretty close, and took it in ! It gave me a 
jiainfal twinge : my vanity, however, was a little solaced, when 
I thought I saw a tiiit of redness on her neck, and on the ear, 
which was uncovered. 

*' I drew up, and spoke a little with the father, glancing 

sideways, in the mean time, over all the windows, to observe if 

I she would not appear at some of them : but no trace of her was 

^visible. Ask I would not ; so I rode away. My displeasm-e was 

la little mollified by wonder : though I had not seen the face, it 

l'Bi>pearDd to me that she was scarcely changed; and ten years are 

t pretty apace ! Nay she looked even younger, quite aa slim, 

\s light of foot ; her neck if possible was lovelier than before ; 

Jier cheeks aa quick at blushing ; yet ahe was the mother of six 

■ children, perhaps of more. This apparition suited the enchant- 

t which surrounded me so well, that I rode along with feel- 

1 grown still younger : and I did not turn till I was at the 

st, when the sun was going down. Strongly aa the falling 

, and the prescription of our Doctor, called upou me to pro- 

1 direct homewards, I could not help again going round'by 

) Earmhonae. I obseiTed a woman walking up and down the 

rden, which is fenced by a light hedge. I rode along the foot- 

h to it; and found myself at no great distance from the person 

u I wanted. 

' Though the evening sun was glancing in my eyes, I saw 
Lbat she was busy ivith the hedge, wliich only slightly covered 
I thought I recognised my mistress, On coming up, I 
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halted, not without a palpitation at the heart. Some high twigs 
of wfld roses, which a soft air was Mowing to and fro, made her 
figore indistinct to me. I spoke to her, asked her how she was. 
She answered in an nnder-tone, ' Qnite well.' In the mean time 
I perceived a child behind the hedge, engaged in plucking roses, 
and I took the opportunity of asking where her other children 
were. ' It is not my child,' said she : ' that were rather early!' 
And at this moment, it happened that the twigs were blown 
aside, and her face could be distinctly seen. I knew not what to 
make of the affair. It was my mistress, and it was not. Almost 
younger, almost lovelier than she used to be ten years before. 
* Are not you the farmer's daughter, then ?' inquired I, half con- 
fused. ' No,' said she : a am her cousm.' 

'* 'You resemble one another wonderfully,' added I. 

'^ ' Yes, so says every one that knew her half-a-score of years 
ago.' 

'* I continued putting various questions to her: my mistake 
was pleasant to me, even after I had found it out. I could not 
leave this living image of bygone blessedness, that stood before 
me. The child meanwhile had gone away ; it had wandered to 
the pond in search of flowers. She took her leave, and hastened 
after it. 

" I had now, however, learned that my former love was really 
in her father's house : while riding forward, I employed myself in 
guessing whether it had been her cousin or she, that had secured 
the child from harm. I more than once, in thought, repeated all 
the circumstances of the incident : I can remember few things 
that have affected me more gratefully. But I feel that I am still 
unwell : we must ask the Doctor to deliver us from the remains 
of this pathetic humour." 

With confidential narratives of pretty love-adventures, it often 
happens as with ghost-stories ; when the first is told, the others 
follow of themselves. 

Our little party, in recalling other times, found numerous 
passages of this description. Lothario had the most to tell. 
Jamo's histories were all of one peculiar character: what Wilhelm 
could disclose we already know. He was apprehensive they might 
mention his adventure with the Countess ; but it was not hinted 
at, not even in the remotest manner. 

''It is true," observed Lothario, " there can scarcely any 
feeling in the world be more agreeable, than when the heart. 
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after a paoae of indifference, again opens to love for some new 
objecit ; yet I would forever have renounced that happinesB, had 
fete been pleased to unite me with Thereea. We are not always 
youtlia ; we ought not always to be children. To the man, who 
knowB the world; who imderstands what he should do in it, what 
he should hope from it, nothing can he more desirable than meet- 
ing with a wife who will everywhere cooperate with him, who will 
everywhere prepare his way for him ; whose diligence takes np 
what his must leave; whose occupation spreads itself on every 
Bide, while his must travel forward on its single path. T\Tiat a 
heaven had I figured for myself beside Theresa ! Not the heaven 
of an entliueiastic bliss ; but of a sure life on earth : order in 
prosperity, com'age in adversity, care for the smallest, and a spirit 
capable of comprehending and managing the gi'eatest. ! I saw 
_ in her the qualities, which, when developed, make such women as 
kwe find in history, whose escellenco appears to us for preferable 
Ito that of men : this clearness of view ; this espertness in all 
emergencies ; this aureness in details, which brings the whole so 
■sccnrately out, although they never seem to think of it. Yon 
ku^ well forgive me," added he, and turned to Wilhelm with a 
Minile, " that I forsook Anrelia for Theresa : with the one I could 
1 expect a calm and cheerful life, with the other not a happy hour." 
I " I will confess," said Wilhelm, " that in coming hither, I 

P'bad no small anger in my heart against yon ; that I proposed to 
Measaro with severity your conduct to Anrelia." 
I " It was really censurable," said Lothario : " I should not 
Rtave exchanged my friendship for her with the Bentiment of love ^ 
rl shoold not, in place of the respect which she deserved, have 
intmded an attachment she was neither calculated to excite nor 
to maintain, Alas ! she was not lovely when she loved ; the 
Lgreatest misoiy that can befall a woman." 

F "Well, it is past!" said Wilhelm. "We cannot always 
fchilD the things we blame : in spite of us, our feelings and onr 
KetionB sometimes strangely swerve from their natural and right 
ftirsotion ; yet there are cert-nin dnties which we never should lose 
■Bght af. Peace be to the ashes of om- triend ! Witliout censuring 
BOHelTCS or her, let na, with sympathising hearts, strew dowers 
fttpon her grave. But at the grave in which the hapless mother 
■Bleeipa, let mo ask why you acknowledge not the child ; a sen 
Brbom any father might rejoice in, and whom you appear entirely 
Ro orerlook ? With your pure and tender nature, how can you 



40 meister's apprenticeship. 

altogether cast away the instinct of a parent ? All this while, 
you have not spent one syllable upon that precious creature, of 
whose attractions I could say so much." 

*' Whom do you speak of?" asked Lothario: " I do not un- 
derstand you." 

*' Of whom but of your son, Aurelia's son, the lovely child, 
to whose good fortune there is nothing wanting, but that a tender 
father should acknowledge and receive him." 

*' You mistake, my friend," exclaimed Lothario : " Aurelia 
never had a son, at least by me : I know of no child, or I would 
with joy acknowledge it ; and even in the present case, I will 
gladly look upon the little creature as a relic of her, and take 
charge of educating it. But did she ever give you to believe that 
the boy was hers, was mine ?" 

^' I cannot recollect that I ever heard a word from her ex- 
pressly on the subject : but we took it up so, and I never for a 
moment doubted it." 

"I can give you something like a clue to this perplexity," 
said Jamo. " An old woman, whom you must have noticed often, 
gave Aurelia the child ; she accepted it with passion, hoping to 
alleviate her sorrows by its presence : and, in truth, it gave her 
many a comfortable hour." 

This discovery awoke anxieties in Wilhelm ; he thought of 
his dear Mignon and his beautiful Felix with the liveliest dis- 
tinctness. He expressed his wish to remove them both from the 
state in which they were. 

" We shall soon arrange it," said Lothario. " The little girl 
may be committed to Theresa ; she cannot be in better hands. 
As for the boy, I think you should yourself take charge of him : 
what in us the women leave uncultivated, children cultivate, when 
we retain them near us." 

** But first, I think," said Jarno, " you will once for all re- 
nounce the stage, as you have no talent for it." 

Our friend was struck : he had to curb himself, for Jamo's 
harsh sentence had not a little wounded his self-love. '* If you 
convince me of that," replied he, forcing a smile, " you will do 
me a service ; though it is but a mournful service to rouse one 
from a pleasing dream." 

** Without enlarging on the subject," answered Jamo, " I 
could merely wish you would go and fetch the children. The 
rest will come in course." 
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' I am ready," answered Wilhelm : " I am restieBS, and 
fcious to see if I can get no farther knowledge of the boy : I 
long to see the little girl, who has attached herself so strangely 
to me." 

It was agreed that he should lose no time in setting out. 
Next day, he had prepared himself; his horse was saddled: he 
only waited for Lothario, to take leave of him. At the dinner 
boor, they went as usual to table, not waiting for the master of the 
He did not come til! late; and then sat down by them. 
" I could bet," BaidJarao, " that today yon have again been 
' ing trial of your tenderness of heart ; you have not been able 
hrithstand the cnriosity to see your quondam love." 
ased!" repUed Lothario. 
' Let us hear," said Jamo, " how it went: I long to know." 
*I confess," replied Lothaiio, "the affair lay nearer my 
; than it reasonably ought : so I formed the resolution of 
riding out, and actually seeing the person, whose renewed 
tng image liad affected me with such a pleasing illusion. I 
ailightod at some distance &om the bouse, and sent the horses 
to a side, that the ehildreo, who were playing at the door, might 
not be disturbed. I entered the house ; by chance she met me 
just within the threshold : it was herself; and I recognised ber, 
notwithstanding the stidking change. She had grown stouter, 
and seemed to be larger : her gracefulnesa was shaded by a look 
of staidness ; ber vivacity bad passed into a calm reflectdveness. 
Her head, which she once bore so airily and freely, drooped a 
little ; sUght fuiTows had been traced upon her brow. 

'• She cast dovm her eyes on seeing me; but no blush an- 
nounced any inward movement of the heart. I held out my hand 
to her, she gave me hers : I imjuii'ed about her busband, he was 
Hbsent; about her children, she stept out and called them; all 
cftmc in and gathered round her. Nothing is more charming than 
lo Bee a mother with a child upon her arm ; nothing is more re- 
Tcrend than a mother among many children. That I might say 
eometbing, I asked the name of the youngest. She desired me 
tO'Widk in, and see her father : I agreed; she introduced mo to the 
room, wlicre ever}'tlmig was standing almost just as I had left it ; 
mi nlmt seemed stranger still, the fair cousin, her living image, 
•ns sitting on tliff very seat behind the spinning-wheel, where I 
liftd fotuid my love so often in the self-same fonn. A little girl, 
Uie Very liguto of her mother, bad come after us ; and thus I 
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stood in the most curious scene, between tlie future and the past, 
as in a grove of oranges, where, within a little circle, flowers and 
fruits are living, in successive stages of their growth, beside each 
other. The cousin went away to fetch us some refreshment ; I 
gave the woman I had loved so much my hand, and said to her : 
' I feel a true joy in seeing you again.' * You are very good to 
say so,' answered she : ' but I also can assure you I feel the 
highest joy. How often have I wished to see you once more in 
my life ! I have wished it in moments, which I regarded as my 
last.' She said this with a settled voice, without appearance of 
emotion, with that natural air which of old delighted me so much. 
The cousin returned ; the father with her : and I leave you to 
conceive with what feelings I remained, and with what I came 
away." 

Chapter Viii. 

In his journey to the town, our friend was thinking of the 
lovely women whom he knew, or had heard of: their curious 
fortunes, which contained so little happiness, were present to 
him with a sad distinctness. '* Ah !" cried he, " poor Mariana ! 
What shall I yet learn of thee ? And thou noble Amazon, glo- 
rious protecting spirit, to whom I owe so much, whom I every- 
where expect to meet, and nowhere see, in what mournful circum- 
stances njay I find thee, shouldst thou again appear before me !" 

On his arrival in the town, there was not one of his acquaint- 
ances at home : he hastened to the theatre ; he supposed they 
would be rehearsing. Here, however, all was still ; the house 
seemed empty; one little door alone was open. Passing through 
it to the stage, he found Aurelia's ancient serving -maid, em- 
ployed in sewing linen for a new decoration : there was barely 
light enough to let her work. Felix and Mignon were sitting by 
her on the floor : they had a book between them ; and while 
Mignon read aloud, Felix was repeating all the words, as if he 
too knew his letters, as if he too could read. 

The children started up and ran to him : he embraced them 
with the tenderest feelings, and brought them closer to the wo- 
man. *' Art thou the person," said he to her, with an earnest 
voice, ^* from whom Aurelia received this child?" She looked 
up from her work, and turned her face to him; he saw her in 
full light ; he started back in terror ; it was old Barbara. 
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' Where is Mariana ?" cried he. 
■' Far from here," replied the crone. 

'And Felix ?" 

■' Is the son of that unhappy, and too trne and tender-hearted 
\fprl '. May yon never feel what yon have made us suifer ! May 
the treaflnre which I now deliver you, make yon aa happy as he 
made us uTetched !" 

She aroBO to go away: Wilhelm held her fast. "I mean 
not to escape you," said she; " let me fetch a paper that will 
make yon glad and aorro^vfol." 

She retired ; and Wilhelm gazed upon the child with a painful 
wyoyi he durst not reckon him bia own. "He is thine !" cried Mig- 
'b thine !" and pressed the child to Wilhelm 's knee. 
Barbara came back, and handed him a letter. " Here are 

la's last words," aaid ahe. 
' She is dead !" cried he. 

' Dead," said the old woman. " I wish to spare you all re- 
uhee." 

Astonished and confounded, Wilhelm broke up the letter; 
but scarcely had he read the first words of it, when a hitter grief 
took hold of him ; he let the letter fall; and sank upon a seat. 
) hurried to him, ttying to console him. In the mean time, 
ad picked up the letter ; he teased his playmate, till she 
, till aho knelt beside him, and read it over. Felix re- 
d the words, and Wilhelm was compelled to heOiT them twice. 
" 'a sheet should ever reach thee, then lament thy ill-starred 
Thy love has caused her death. The boy, whose birth 
re but a few days, is thine: I die faithful to thee, much as 
uances may be against me : with f hee I lost everything that 
i mo to hfe. I die content ; for they have assured me that 
[ ia healthy and will live. Listen to old Barbara; for- 
aher; farewell, and forget me not." 

"What a painful, and yet to his comfort, half-enigmatic letter! 
■ contents pierced through his heart, as the children, stuttering 
1 fitonuuering, pronounced and repeated them. 

" There you haTO it now !" said the crono, not waiiang till 

i bad recovered. " Thank Heaven that having lost so trne a 

(, yoo have still so fine a child remaining, ^'onr grief will be 

Mjn&lled, when you learn how the poor good girl stood faithful 

I lo the end ; how miserable she beoame, and what she 

1 for yoor aake." 
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" Let me drain the cup of sorrow and of joy at once !" cried 
"Wilhelm. '* Convince me, even persuade me that she was a good 
girl, that she deserved respect as well as love ; then leave me to 
my grief for her irreparable loss/' 

*' It is not yet time," said Barbara ; *^ I have work to do, 
and I would not we were seen together. Let it be a secret that 
Felix is your son : I should have too much abuse to suffer from 
the company, for having formerly deceived them; Mignon will 
not betray us ; she is good and close." 

" I have known it long, and I said nothing," answered Mig- 
non. *' How is it possible ?" cried Barbara. " Whence ?" cried 
Wilhelm. 

'' The spirit told it me." 

''Where? Where?" 

" Li the vault, when the old man drew his knife, it called to 
me : ' Bring his father,' and I thought it must be thou." 

" Who caUed to thee ?" 

* a know not ; in my heari;, in my head, I was terrified; I 
trembled, I prayed, then it called, and I understood it." 

Wilhelm pressed her to his heart ; recommended Felix to her, 
and retired. He had not observed till then that she was grown 
much paler and thinner than when he left her. Madam Melina 
was the first acquaintance he met : she received him in the 
friendliest manner. '' 0, that you might find everything among 
us as you wished !" exclaimed she. 

"I doubt it," answered Wilhelm ; " I do not expect it. 
Confess that they have taken all their measures to dispense 
with me." 

*' Why would you go away ?" replied his friend. 

'' We cannot soon enough convince ourselves," said he, " how 
very simply we may be dispensed with in the world. What im- 
portant personages we conceive ourselves to be ! We think that 
it is we alone who animate the circle we move in ; that, in our 
absence, life, nourishment and breath will make a general pause: 
and, alas, the void which occurs is scarcely remarked, so soon is 
it filled up again ; nay it is often but the place, if not for some- 
thing better, at least for something more agreeable." 

** And the sorrows of our friends we are not to take into ac- 
coimt ?" 

" For our friends, too, it is well, when they soon recover their 
composure, when they say each to himself : There where thou 
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art, thero where thou remaineat, aceomplisli what thou caiist; be 
busy, be conrteoas, and let the present scene dehght thee," 

On a narrower inquiry, he found what he had looked for; the 
opern had been set up, and was exchisively attracting the atten- 
tion of the public. His parts had in the mean while been distri- 
biited between Horatio and Laertes ; and both of them were in 
the habit of eliciting from the spectators far more liberal applause 
than ha had ever been enabled to obtain. 

Lacrtea entered, and Madam Meliua cried : " Look you here 
,, ftt this lucky fellow : he is soon to be a capitalist, or Heaven 
3 what!" WUhelm, in embracing him, discovered that his 
nt was superfine : the rest of his apparel was simple, but of the 
f best materials. 
' Solve me the riddle !" cried om- friend. 
■' Ton are still in time to leam," repHed Laertes, " that my 
ing to and fro is now about to be repaid ; that a partner in a. 
rge commercial house is turning to advantage my acquirements 
1 books or observation, and allowing me a share with him. 
Fvonld give something, could I purchase back my confidence in 
mea : there is a pretty niece in the house ; and I see weU 
igh that, if I pleased, I might soon be a made man." 
" You have not heard," said Frau Melina, " that a marriage 
I already taken place among ourselves ? Serlo is actually 
iSded to the fair Elmira : her father would not tolerate their 
rot correspondence." 

They talked, in this manner, about many things that had 
■ed while he was absent : nor was it difficult for him to ob- 
rre, that, according to the prc^seut temper and constitution of 
B company, his dismissal had aheady taken place. 

He impatiently expected Barbara, who had appointed him to 
't for her far in the night. She was to come when all were 
mg ; she required as many preparations as if she had been 
B f oungeat maiden ghding in to her beloved. Meanwhile he 
"1, s btuidred times, the letter she had given him ; read with 
wnkable delight the v>oxA faitli/id in the hand of his darling; 
I bonor the announcement of her death, whose approaches 
a appeared to view unmoved. 

Midnight was past, when something rustled at the half-open 
w, and Barbara came in with a little basket. " I am to tell 
B the story of our woes," said she ; " and I must believe that 
B will sit unmoved at the recital ; that you ai'e waiting for me 
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but to satisfy yonr curiosity ; that you will now, as you did for- 
merly, retire within yonr cold selfishness, while onr hearts are 
breaking. But look you here ! Thus, on that happy evening, 
did I bring you the bottle of champagne ; thus did I place the 
three glasses on the table : and as you then began, with soft 
nursery tales, to cozen us and lull us asleep, so will I now with 
stem truths instruct you and keep you waking.'* 

Wilhelm knew not what to say, when the old woman in fact 
let go the cork, and filled the three glasses to the brim. 

^' Drink !" cried she, having emptied at a draught her foam- 
ing glass. " Drink, ere the spirit of it pass ! This third glass 
shall &oth away untasted to the memory of my unhappy Mariana. 
How red were her lips, when she then drank your health ! Ah, 
and now forever pale and cold!" 

" Sibyl! Fury!" cried Wilhelm, springing up, and striking 
the table with his fist, '' what evil spirit possesses thee and 
drives thee ? For what dost thou take me, that thou thinkest 
the simplest narrative of Mariana's death and sorrows will not 
harrow me enough, but usest these hellish arts to sharpen my 
torment ? If thy unsatiable greediness is such, that thou must 
revel at the funeral table, drink and speak ! I have loathed thee 
from of old ; and I cannot reckon Mariana gmltless whHe I even 
look upon thee, her companion." 

" Softly, mein herr !" replied the crone ; ** you shall not 
ruffle me. Your debts to us are deep and dark : the railing of a 
debtor does not anger one. But you are right : the simplest 
narrative will punish you sufficiently. Hear, then, the struggle 
and the victory of Mariana striving to continue yours." 

*' Continue mine ?" cried Wilhelm : " what fable dost thou 
mean to tell me ?" 

*' Intemipt me not," said she; '*hear me, and then give what 
belief you list : to me it is all one. Did you not, the last night 
you were with us, find a letter in the room and take it with you?" 

'* I found the letter after I had taken it with me: it was 
lying in the neckerchief, which, in the warmth of my love, I had 
seized and carried off"." 

'' What did the sheet contain ?" 

" The expectation of an angry lover to be better treated on 
the next, than he had been on the preceding evening. And that 
you kept your word to him, I need not be told ; for I saw him 
with my own eyes gliding firom your house before daybreak." 
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" You may have seen him : but what occurred within ; how 
eadl; Mariana passed that night, how fretfully I passed it, yoa 
are yet to learn. I will be altogether candid ; I ivill neither hide 
nor paUiato the fact, that I persuaded Mariaua to yield to the 
ecdicitations of a certain Norherg : it was with repugnance that 
she followed my advice, nay that she even heard it. He was 
rich ; he seemed attached ; I hoped he would be constant. Soon 
after, he was forced to go upon his journey, aud Mariana became 
acqnaiutud with yon. What had I then to abide ! What to 
hinder, what to undergo ! ' !' cried she often, • hadst thou 
spared my youth, my innocence but four short weeks, I might 
hava found a worthy object of my love ; I had then been worthy 
of him, and love might have given, with a quiet conscience, what 
now I have sold against my will." She entirely abandoned herself 
to her affection for you; I need not ask if you were happy. Over 
her imderstanding I had an imbonnded power ; for I knew the 
meona of satisfying all her little inclinations : but over her heart 
I had no control ; for she never sanctioned what I did for her, 
iriiftt I counselled her to do, when her heart said nay. It was 
only to irresistible necessity that she would yield : but ere long 
the necessity appeared to her extremely pressing. In the first 
iod of her youth, she had never known want : by a complica- 
of misfortunes her people lost their fortune ; the poor gii'l 
been used to have a number of conveniences ; and upon her 
•yowng spirit certain principles of honour had been stamped, which 
made her restless, without much helping her. She had not the 
Bmallest skill in worldly matters ; she was innocent in the strict- 
cirt meaning of the word. She had no idea that one could buy 
without paying: nothing frightened her more than being in debt; 
fthu always rather liked to give than take. This, and this alone, 
what mode it possible, that she could he constrained to give 
away, in order to get rid of various little debts which 
led npon her." 

Aud oouldst not thou," cried Wilhelm in an angry tone, 
iTB saved her ?" 
Oyes!" replied the beldame; "with hunger and need; 
Borrow and privation : but for this I was not disposed." 
Abominable, base procuress ! So thou hast sacrificed the 
tiflplcss creature ? Offered her up to thy throat, to thy insatiable 
a»w?" 

It were better to compose yourself, and cease your revil- 
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ing/' said the dame. '^ If yoa will reyile, go to yonr high noble 
houses : there you will meet with many a mother fall of anxious 
cares to find out for some lovely heavenly maiden the most odious 
of men, provided he be the richest. See the poor creature shiver- 
ing and faltering before her fate ; and nowhere finding consola- 
tion, till some more experienced female lets her understand, that 
by marriage she acquires the right, in future, to dispose of her 
heart and person as she pleases." 

" Peace !" cried Wilhelm : " dost thou think that one crime 
can be the excuse of another ? To thy story, without farther ob- 
servations !" 

'^ Do you listen then, without blaming ! Mariana became 
yours against my will. In this adventure at least I have nothing 
to reproach myself with. Xorberg returned ; he made haste to 
visit Mariana : she received him coldly and angrily ; would not 
even admit him to a kiss. I employed all my art in apologising 
for her conduct ; gave him to understand that her confessor had 
awakened her conscience ; that so long as conscientious scruples 
lasted, one was bound to respect them. I at last so fax succeeded 
that he went away ; I promising to do my utmost for him. He 
was rich and rude ; but there was a touch of goodness in him, 
and he loved Mariana without limit. He promised to be patient; 
and I laboured with the greatest ardour not to try him too far. 
With Mariana I had a stubborn contest : I persuaded her, nay I 
may call it forced her, by the threat of leaving her, to write to 
xsorberg and invite him for the night. You came, and by chance 
picked up his answer in the neckerchief. Your presence broke 
my game. For scarcely were you gone, when she anew began 
her lamentation : she swore she would not be unfaithful to you ; 
she was so passionate, so frantic, that I could not help sincerely 
pitying her. In the end, I promised, that for this night also, 
I woidd pacify her lover, and send him off, under some pre- 
tence or other. I entreated her to go to bed ; but she did not 
seem to trust me; she kept on her clothes, and at last fell asleep, 
without undressing, agitated and exhausted with weeping as she 
was. 

** Norberg came : representing iq the blackest hues her con- 
scientious agonies and her repentance, I endeavoured to retain 
him : he wished to see her, and I went into the room to prepare 
her; he followed me, and both of us at once came forward to her 
bed. She awoke ; sprang wildly up, and tore herself from our 
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[•Arms : she conjiired and begged, she entreated, tliroatened and 
Rdeelared sho would not yield. She was improTident enongli to 
riet fall some words ahont the tnie state of her affections; which 
LpooF Norberg had to understand in a spiritual sense. At length 
ie left her, and she locked her door. I kept bim long with me, 
and talked with him about her situation : I told him that she 
was with child ; that, poor girl, she should be humonred. He 
was so delighted with his fatherhood, with his prospect of a boy, 
that he granted everything she wished ; he promised rather to 
Bet oat and travel for a time, than vex his dear, and injure her 
fay these internal troubles. With such intentions, at an early 
hottr he glided out ; and if you, mein herr, stood sentry by our 
tionse, there was nothing wanting to yoor happiness, but to 
have looked into the bosom of your rival, whom you thought 
so favoured and so fortunate, and whose appearance drove you 
to despair." 

" Art thou speaking truth ?" said Wilhehu. 

"True," said the crone, "as I still hope to drive you to 

" Yes, certamly you would despair, if I could rightly paint to 
Bwon the following morning. How cheerfully tUd she awake ; how 
K yindjy did she call me in ; how warmly thank me, how cordially 
SS8 me to her bosom ! ' Now,' said she, stepping up to her 
^•anirror with a smile, ' can I again talie pleasure in myself, and in 
|ny looks, since once more I am my own, am his, my one beloved 
~ iend's. How sweet is it to conquer ! How I thank thee for 
" ing charge of me ; for having tamed thy prudence and thy 
^ Tinderstanding, once, at least, to my advantage ! Stand by me, 
ttnd devise the means of making me entirely happy !' 

" I assented, would not irritate her ; I flattered her hopes, and 
, slie caressed me tenderly. If she retired hut a moment fi'om the 
)w, I was made to stand and watch ; for you, of course, would 
I for she at least would see you. Thus did we spend the 
stless day. At night, at the accustomed hoor, wo looked for you 
' *» certainty. I was already out waiting at the staircase ; I grew 
ly, and came in to her again. "With surprise, I found her in 
r military dress ; she looked cheerful, and charming beyond what 
;r seen her. ' Do I not deserve,' said she, 'to appear 
aigbi in man's apparel ? Have I not struggled bravely ? My 
t shall see me as he saw me for the first time. I will press 
1 as tenderly and with greater freedom to my heart than then; 
VOL. II. E 
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for am not I his much more than I was then, when a nohle reso- 
lution had not freed me ? Bnt/ added she, after pausing for a 
little, ' I have not yet entirely won him ; J must still risk the ut- 
termost, in order to be worthy, to be certain of possessing him ; I 
must disclose the whole to him, discover to him all my state, then 
leaye it to himself to keep or to reject me. This scene I am pre- 
paring for my friend, preparing for myself: and were his feelings 
capable of casting me away, I should then belong again entirely 
to myself; my punishment would bring me consolation, I would 
suffer all that fate could lay upon me.' 

" With such purposes and hopes, mein herr, this lovely girl 
expected you : you came not. ! how shall I describe the state 
of watching and of hope ? I see thee still before me; with what 
love, what heartfelt love, thou spokest of the man, whose cruelty 
thou hadst not yet experienced !" 

**Good, dear Barbara!" cried Wilhelm, springing up, and 
seizing the old woman by the hand, **we have had enough of 
mummery and preparation ! Thy indifferent, thy calm, contented 
tone betrays thee. Give me back my Mariana ! She is living, she 
is near at hand. Not in vain didst thou choose this late lonely 
hour to visit me ; not in vain hast thou prepared me by thy most 
delicious narrative. Where is she ? Where hast thou hidden her ? 
I believe all, I will promise to beHeve all, so thou but show her to 
me, so thou give her to my arms. The shadow of her I have seen 
already: let me clasp her once more to my bosom. I will kneel 
before her, I will entreat forgiveness; I will congratulate her 
upon her victory over herself and thee ; I wiU bring my Felix to 
her. Come ! where hast thou concealed her ? Leave Aer, leave 
me no longer in uncertainty ! Thy object is attained. Where hast 
thou hidden her ? Let me light thee with this candle, let me once 
more see her fair and kindly face !" 

He had pulled old Barbara from her chair : she stared at him ; 
tears started into her eyes, wild pangs of grief took hold of her. 
** What luckless error," cried she, '* leaves you still a moment's 
hope ? Yes, I have hidden her ; but beneath the ground : neither 
the light of the sun, nor any social taper shall again illuminate 
her kindly face. Take, the boy Felix to her grave, and say to 
him : * There lies thy mother, whom thy father doomed unheard.' 
The heart of Mariana beats no longer with impatience to behold 
you ; not in a neighbouring chamber is she waiting the conclu- 
sion of my narrative, or fable ; the dark chamber has received 
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tcr, "to ■whict no bridegroom follows, iroai wliioh none comes to 
meet a lorer." 

Kie cast lieFaelf npoD the floor beaide a chair, and wept bit- 
terly. Wilheha now, for tJje first time, felt entii-ely conTineed 
that Mariana was no more ; his emotions it is easy to conceive. 
The old woman rose : "I have nothing more to tell you," cried 
she, and threw a packet on the table, " Here ase some writings 
tiiat will pot your cruelty to shsune : pen^e these sheets with 
inwet eyea, if you can." She gUded softly ont. Onr friend had 
t tiie heart to open the pocket-book that night : be had himself 
mted it to Mariana ; ho knew that she hod carefully preserved 
1 it every letter he had Bent her. Next morning he prevailed 
ipon himaeK : he untied the ribbon ; little notea came forward 
rritten with pencil in his own hand ; and recaUed to bim every 
psitnation, from the first day of then- graceful acquaintance to the 
r last of thefr stem separation. In particular, it was not i^dtbout 
f «eate onguiab. that he read a small series of billets, which had 
1 been addressed to himaelf, and to which, as he saw from theu* 
aior, Werner had refnsed admittance. 



■' No one of my letters has yet penetrated to thee ; my en- 
' , treaties, my prayers have not reached thee ; was it thyself that 
L^ve tbese cruel orders ? Shall I never see thee more ? Yet again 
1 1 attempt it : I entreat thee, come, come ! I ask not to retain 
[ -iitee, if I might but once more press thee to my heart." 



""When I used to sit beside thee, holding thy hands, looking 
a Uiyeyes; and with the full heart of love and trust to call thee, 
['Dear, dear good "W'ilhelm !' it would please thee so, that I had 
' > repeat it over and over. I repeat it once again : ' Dear, dear 
jood Wilhelm ! Be good as thou wert ; come, and leave me not 
) perish in my wretchedness.' " 



" Thou regardost me as guilty : I am so ; hot not as thoa 
Come, let me have this single comfort to be altogether 
I ^kaown to thee ; let what wiB befall me afterwai'ds." 



"Not for my sake alone, for thy own loo, I beg of thee to 



52 meister's apprenticeship. 

come. I feel the intolerable pains thou axt suflfering, whilst thou 
fliest from me. Come, that our separation may be less cruel ! 
Perhaps I was never worthy of thee till this moment, when thou 
art repelling me to boundless woe." 



** By all that is holy, by all that can touch a human heart, I 
call upon thee ! It involves the safety of a soul, it involves a life, 
two lives, one of which must ever be dear to thee. This, too, thy 
suspicion will discredit : yet I will speak it in the hour of death : 
the child which I carry under my heart is thine. Since I began 
to love thee, no other man has even pressed my hand : O that 
thy love, that thy uprightness, had been the companions of my 
youth !" 

" Thou wilt not hear me ? I must even be silent. But these 
letters will not die ; perhaps they will speak to thee, when the 
shroud is covering my lips, and the voice of thy repentance can- 
not reach my ear. Through my weary life, to the last moment, 
this will be my only comfort : that though I cannot call myself 
blameless, towards thee I am free from blame.** 



Wilhelm could proceed no farther : he resigned himself en- 
tirely to his sorrow ; which became still more afflicting, when, 
Laertes entering, he was obliged to hide his feelings. Laertes 
showed a purse of ducats ; and began to count and reckon them, 
assuring Wilhelm that there could be nothing finer in the world 
than for a man to feel himself in the way to wealth ; that nothing 
then could trouble or detain him. Wilhelm bethought him of his 
dream, and smiled ; but at the same time, he remembered with 
a shudder, that in his vision Mariana had forsaken him, to follow 
his departed father, and that both of them at last had moved about 
the garden, hovering in the air like spirits. 

Laertes forced him from his meditations ; he brought him to 
a coffee-house, where, immediately on Wilhelm's entrance, several 
persons gathered round him. They were men who had applauded 
his performance on the stage : they expressed their joy at meeting 
him ; lamenting that, as they had heard, he meant to leave the 
theatre. They spoke so reasonably and kindly of himself and his 
acting, of his talent and their hopes from it, that Wilhelm, not 
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' withoat emotion, cried at last: "0 how infinitely precious would 
Bach sympathy have beeu to me some montba ago ! How instruc- 
tive, how encoui-aging ! Never -had I turned my mind 80 totally 
from the concerns of the stage, never had I gone so far aa to de- 

tspair of the public." 
" So far as this," said an elderly man who uow stept forward, 
"we should never go. The public is large ; trae judgment, trae 
jb^ng, are not quito so raro as one behaves ; only the artist ought 
kiot to demand an unconditional approval of bis work. Uncondi- 
^nal approval is always the least valuable ; conditional you gen- 
tlemea are not content with. In life, as in art, I know well, a 
person must take counsel with himself when be purposes to do or 
to produce anything: but when it is produced or done, he must 
listen with attention to the voices of a number, and with a httle 
practice, out of these many votes he will be able to collect a per- 
t feet judgment. The few, who could themselves pronounce one, 
I'&r the most pai't hold tbeii' peace." 

■' This they should not do," said "Wilhoim. "I have often 
ird people, who themselves kept silence in regard to works of 
t, complaining aud lamenting that silence was kept," 
■' Today, then, we will speak aloud," ciied a young man : 
m must dine with us, and we will try to pay off a Httle of 
a debt we have owed to you, and sometimes also to our good 

This invitation Wilhelm comrteoualy declined : he went to 

rau Melina, whom he wished to speak with on the subject of 

s children, as he meant to take them from ber. 

Old Barbara's secret was not too reUgiously observed byliim. 

Be betrayed himself so soon as be again beheld the lovely Felix. 

t'O mj child!" cried be ; "My deal- child!" He lifted bim, and 

ised bim to his heart. "Father! what bast thou brought fur 

' cried the child. Mignon looked at both, as if she meant to 

1 them not to blab. 

• What new phenomenon is this ?" said Frau Melina, They 
it the cbiblren sentaway; andWilhelm, thinking that ho did not 
D old liarbara the strictest seci-ecy, disclosed the whole affair to 
B Melina. She viewed him with a smile. " ! these credu- 
g D«in !" f solaimed she, " If anything is lying in their path, 
I is so easy to impose it on them ; while ba other cases they will 
[* adtlier look to the right nor left, and can value nothing, which 
yluive not previously impressed with the stamp of an arbitrary 
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passion!'' She sighed, agamst her wiU. Ifonr&iendhadnotbeett 
altogether blind, he must have noticed in her conduct an affection 
for him which had never been entirely subdued. 

He now spoke with her about the children ; how he purposed 
to keep Felix with him, and to place Mignon in the country. 
Madam Melina, though sorry at the thought of psurting with them, 
said the plan was good, nay absolutely necessary. Felix was be- 
coming wild with her ; and Mignon seemed to need fresh air and 
other occupation ; she was sickly, and was not yet recovering. 

** Let it not mislead you,'* added Frau Melina, ** that I have 
lightly hinted doubts about the boy's being really yours. The old 
woman, it is true, deserves but little confidence ; yet a person who 
invents untruths for her advantage may likewise speak the truth 
when truths are profitable to her. Aurelia she had hoodwinked 
to believe that Felix was Lothario's son : and it is a property of 
us women that we cordially like the children of our lovers, though 
we do not know the mothers, or even hate them from the heart." 
Felix came jumping in ; she pressed him to her with a tenderness 
which, was not usual to her. 

Wilhelm hastened home, and sent for Barbara; who, however, 
would not undertake to meet him till the twilight. He received 
her angrily. *' There is nothing in the world more shameftd," 
said he, *' than establishing oneself on lies and fables. Already 
thou hast done much mischief with them ; and now when thy word 
could decide the fortune of my life, now must I stand dubious, not 
venturing to call the child my own, though to possess him with- 
out scruple would form my highest happiness. I cannot look 
upon thee, scandalous creature, without hatred and contempt." 

*' Your conduct, if I speak with candour," said the old wo- 
man, '* appears to me intolerable. Even if Felix were not yours, 
he is the fairest and the loveliest child in nature ; one might pur- 
chase him at any price, to have him always near one. Is he not 
worthy your acceptance ? Do not I deserve for my care, for the 
labour I have had with him, a little pension for the small remain- 
der of my life ? 0, you gentlemen who know no want ! It is well 
for you to talk of truth and honour : but how the miserable being 
whose smallest necessity is unprovided for, who sees in her per- 
plexities no friend, no help, no counsel; how she is to press through 
the crowd of selfish men, and to starve in silence, you are seldom 
at the trouble to consider. Did you read Mariana's letters? They 
are the letters she wrote to you at that unhappy season. It was 
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in vain that I attempted to approach you to deliver you these 
Klioets : yoiir savage brother-in-law had so begirt you, that craft 
ami cunning wore of no avail ; and at last, when he began to 
threaten mo and Mariana with imprisonment, I hail then to cease 
lay efibrtg, and renounce all hope. Does uot everything agree 
with what I told yon ? And does not Norberg'a letter put the 
story altogether out of doubt ?" 

" What letter ?" aaked he. 

" Did you not find it in the pocket-bouk ?" said Barbai'a. 

h" I have not yet read all of them." 
" Give me the poeket-book : on that paper everything de- 
ds. Norberg's luddess billet cauaod this sorrowful pei-plexity; 
ther irom his hand may loose the loiots, so far as aught may 
[ depend upon unraveUtng them." She took a letter from the 
k ; Wilhelm recognised that odious writing ; he constrained 
[Self and read : 

" Tell me, girl, how bast thou got such power over me ? I 
would not have beheved that a goddess herself could make a sigh- 
ing lover of mo. Instead of hastening towards me with open arms, 
Ltlioa shrankest back from me : one might have taken it for aver- 
Is it fau' that I should spend the night with old Barbara, 
a trunk, and but two doora between me and my pretty 
It is too bad, I tell thee ! I have promised to allow 
a time to think ; not to press thee unrelentingly ; I could mn 
nd at every wasted quaiter of an horn-. Have not I given thee 
_" B aooordiiig to my power ? Dost thou still doubt of my love ? 
imut wQt thou have ? Do hut tell me : thou sbalt want for no- 
Ptiimg. Would the Devil had the priest that put such stuff into 
Elhy head ! Why didst then go to such a churl ? There are plenty 
I<D( thMn that allow young people somewhat. Enough ! I teU 
B things must alter : in two days I must have an answer ; for 
^aui to leave the tonn ; and if thou become not kind and friendly 

B me, Ihou shalt never see me more " 

In this style, the letter spun itself to great length ; taming, 

D VTilfaelm's painful satisfaction, still about the same point ; and 

" teatitj)-ing for the truth of the account which he had got from Bm- 

bBta. A seetrad letter clearly proved, that Mariana in the sequel 

aUo hm] maintained her purpose ; and it was not without heart- 

^v &li grieE that out of these and other papers Wilhelm learned the 

^mAostoty uf the unlucky girl to the very hour of her death. 

^^V Barbara had gradually tamed the rude Norberg, by announcing 
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to him Mariana's death, and leaving him in the helief, that Felix 
was his son. Once or twice he had sent her money; which, how- 
ever, she retained for herself, having talked Aurelia into taking 
charge of the child. But unhappily this secret source of riches 
did not long endure. Norherg by a life of riot had impaired his 
fortune ; and by repeated love-afifairs his heart was rendered cal- 
lous to his supposed first-born. 

Probable as all this seemed, beautifully as it all agreed, Wil- 
helm did not venture to give way to joy. He still appeared to 
dread a present coming firom his evil Genius. 

" Your jealous fears,'' said Barbara, who guessed his mood of 
mind, **time alone can cure. Look upon the child as a stranger 
one ; take stricter heed of him on that account; observe his gifts, 
his temper, his capacities; and if you do not, by and by, discover 
in him the exact resemblance of yourself, your eyes must certainly 
be bad. Of this I can assure you, were I a man, no one should 
foist a child on me : but it is a happiness for women, that in these 
cases men are not so quick of sight." 

These things over, Wilhelm and Barbara parted ; he was to 
take Felix with him ; she to carry Mignon to Theresa, and after- 
wards to Hve in any place she pleased, upon a small annuity 
which he engaged to settle on her. 

He sent for Mignon, to prepare her for the new arrangement. 
*^ Master!" said she, '*keep me with thee: it will do me good 
and do me ill." 

He told her that, as she was now grown up, there should be 
something farther done for her instruction. **I am sujfficiently 
instructed," answered she, "to love and grieve." 

He directed her attention to her health, and showed that she 
required continuous care, and the direction of a good physician. 
'* Why care for me," said she, ** when there are so many things 
to care for ?" 

After he had laboured greatly to persuade her that he could 
not take her with him, that he would conduct her to a place 
where he might often see her, she appeared as if she had not 
heard a word of it. '* Thou wishest not to have me with thee ?" 
said she. ** Perhaps it is better: send me to the old Harper; 
the poor man is lonely where he is." 

Wilhelm tried to show her that the old man was in comfort- 
able circumstances. ** Every hour I long for him," replied the 
child. 
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' I did not see," said WiHielm, " that thou wert so fond of 
rliim when lie was living with us." 

' I was frightened for him, when he was awake ; I could not 
I T>ear his eyea : but when he was asleep, I liked so well to sit by 
1 liim ! I used to chase the flies irom him ; I could not look at 
I 'iim enough. ! he has stood by me in fearful moments ; none 
["Imows how much I owe him. Had I known the road, I should 
1 have run away to him already." 

Wilhelm set the circumstances in detail before her ; he said, 

Lt^t she had always been a reasonable child, and that on this 

' occa^OR also she might do as she desired. " Reason is cruel." 

Baid she ; " the heai't is better ; I will go as thou requirest, only 

leave me Felix." 

After much discussion, her opinion was not altered ; and Wil- 
helm at hist resolved on giving Barbara both the children, aud 
r sending them together to Theresa. This was the easier for him, 
8 lie still feared to look upon the lovely Felix as his son. He 
Lirould take him on his arm, and cany him abont : the child de- 
~!glited to be held before the glass ; Wilhelm also liked, though 
lavowedly, to hold him there, and seek resemblances between 
pilieir fa«es. If for a moment any striking similarity appeared be- 
tween them, he would press the boy in his arms; and then at once, 
affrighted hy the thought that he might be mistaken, he would 
set him down, and let him run away. " !" cried he, " if I were 
to appropriate this priceless treasure, and it were then to be 
BDatched from me, I shoitld be the most unhappy man on eoi'th !" 
The children had been sent away ; and Wilhelm was about to 
take a formal leave of the theatre, when he felt that in reality he 
had lUready taken leave, aud needed but to go. Mariana was no 
more ; bis two guardian spirits had departed, and his thoughts 
hied after them. The fair boy hovered like a beautiful uncertain 
vision in the eyes of his imagination: he saw him, at Theresa's 
band, running through the fields and woods, forming his mind 
ani person, in the free aii', beside a free and cheerful foster-mother. 
Theresa had become far dearer to him since he figured her in 
company with Felix. Even while sitting in the theatre, he thought 
of her with smiles ; he was almost in her own case, the stage 
could now jiroduce no more illusion in him. 

Serlo and Melina were excessively polite to him, when they 
ubeorved that he was making no pretensions to his former place. 
A portion of the public wished to see Iiini act again : this he could 
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not accede to ; nor in the company did any one desire it, saying 
Frau Melina. 

Of this friend he now took leave ; he was moyed at parting 
with her ; he exclaimed: ** Why do we presume to promise any- 
thing depending on an unknown future? The most slight engage- 
ment we have not power to keep ; far less a purpose of import- 
ance. I feel ashamed in recollecting what I promised to you all^ 
in that unhappy night, when we were lying plundered, sidk trnd 
wounded, crammed into a miserable tavern. How did misfortune 
elevate my courage ; what a treasnre did I think I had fotmd in 
my good wishes ! And of all this not a jot has taken effect. I 
leave you as your debtor : and my comfort is, that our people 
prized my promise at its actual worth, and never more took no- 
tice of it." 

** Be not unjust to yourself," said Frau Melina : " if no one 
acknowledges what you have done for us, I at least will not forget 
it. Our whole condition had been difii^rent, if you had not been 
with us. But it is with our purposes as with our wishes. They 
seem no longer what they were, when they have been accom- 
plished, been falfiUed ; and we think we have done, have wished 
for nothing." 

" You shall not, by your friendly statement," answered Wil- 
hehn, '* put my conscience to peace. I shall always look upon 
myself as in your debt." 

** Nay, perhaps you are so," said Madam Melina; *'but not 
iQ the manner you suppose. We reckon it a shame to fail in tiie 
fulfilment of a promise we have uttered with the voice. my 
friend, a worthy person by his very presence promises us much ! 
The confidence which he elicits, the inclination he inspires, the 
hopes which he awakens are unbounded : he is, and he continues, 
in our debt, although he does not know it. Fare you weU ! If 
our external circumstances have been happily repaired by your 
direction, there is a void produced by your dejwijture, in my mind, 
which will not be so easily filled up again." 

Before leaving the city, Wilhelm wrote a copious sheet to Wer- 
ner. He had before exchanged some letters; but, not being able 
to agree, they had at length ceased to write. Now, however, Wil- 
helm had again approximated to his brother ; he was just about 
to do what Werner had so earnestly desired. He could say : * I 
am abandoning the stage ; I mean to join myself with men whose 
intercourse, in every sense, must lead me to a sure and suitable 
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aetivity.' He inquired abont his property: and it now seemed 
strange to him, that he had never for so long a time disturbed 
himself ubont it. He knew not that it ia the manner of all per- 
sons M'ho attach importance to their inward cultivation, altogether 
U) neglect their outward circumstances. This had been Wilhelm'a 
case : he now for the first time seemed to notice, that to work 
cffectii-cly, he stood in need of outward meaus. He entered on 
hia journey, this time, in a tempei- altogether different from that 
.of last ; the prospoets he had in view were charming ; he hoped 
to meet with something cheerfal by the way. 



Chapter IX. 

Os retnniing to Lothario's Castle, Wilhelm foond that changes 
liad occurred. Jamo met him mth the tidings, that Lothario's 
ancle heing dead, the Baron had himself set oat to take possea- 
eion of the heritage. " Yon come in time," said he, " to help 
the Abbe and me. Lothario has commissioned us to purchase 
some ostensive properties of land in this q^uarter : he has long 
contemplated the bargain, and we have now got cash and credit 
Jost in season. The only point which made us hesitate was, that 
A fstant trading house had also views upon the same estates ; 
at Imgth we have determined to make common cause with it, as 
otherwise we might outbid each other without need or reason. 
The trader aeenia to be a prudent man. At present we ai'e making 
eBtnnates and calculatious : we must also settle economically how 
Ibo lands are to be shared, so that each of us may have a fine 
Oilate." The papers were submitted to our friend ; the fields, 
l^amadows, houses, were inspected ; and though Jamo and the 
'^bc seemed to nnderstand the matter fully, Wilhelm could not 
ifeelp deairing that Theresa had been with them. 

In these labours several days were spent, and Wilhelm had 
''ffNtreely time to tell his friends of his adventures and his dubious 
Ihdieriiood. This incident, to him so interesting, they treated 
irith indiffcrcncB and levity. 

Ho had noticed, that they frequently in confidential conversa- 
tton. whila at table or in walks, would suddenly stop short, and 
pre their words another application, thereby showing, at least, 
tlwt they had on the anvil many things which were concealed from 
him. He bethonght him of what Lydia had said ; and he put the 
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greater faith in it, as one entire division of the Castle had always 
been inaccessible to him. The way to certain galleries, particu- 
larly to the ancient tower, with which externally he was so well 
acquainted, he had often sought, and hitherto in vain. 

One evening Jamo said to him : " We can now consider you 
as ours, with such security, that it were unjust if we did not in- 
troduce you deeper into our mysteries. It is right that a man, 
when he first enters upon life, should think highly of himself, 
should determine to attain many eminent distinctions, should 
endeavour to make all things possible ; but when his education 
has proceeded to a certain pitch, it is advantageous for him that 
he learn to lose himself among a mass of men, that he learn to 
live for the sake of others, and to forget himself in an activity 
prescribed by duty. It is then that he first becomes acquainted 
with himself; for it is conduct alone that compares us with others. 
You shall soon see what a curious little world is at your very hand, 
and how weU you are known in it. Tomorrow morning before 
sunrise be dressed and ready." 

Jamo came at the appointed hour: he led our friend through 
certain known and unknown chambers of the Castle, then through 
several galleries; till at last they reached a large old door, strongly 
framed with iron. Jamo knodked ; the door went up a little, so 
as to admit one person. Jamo introduced our fiiend, and did 
not follow him. Wilhelm found himself in an obscure and narrow 
stand : all was dark round him : and when he tried to go a step 
forward, he found himself hemmed in. A voice not altogether 
strange to him cried : " Enter !" and he now discovered that the 
sides of the place where he was were merely hung with tapestry, 
through which a feeble light glimmered in to him. '' Enter !" 
cried the voice again : he raised the tapestry and entered. 

The hall, in which he now stood, appeared to have at one time 
been a chapel; instead of the altar he observed a large table raised 
some steps above the floor, and covered with a green cloth hang- 
ing over it. On the top of this, a drawn curtain seemed as if it 
hid a picture ; on the sides were spaces beautiftdly worked, and 
covered-in with fine wire netting, like the shelves of a library; 
only here, instead of books, a multitude of rolls had been inserted. 
Nobody was in the hall, the rising sun shone through the window, 
right on Wilhelm, and kindly saluted him as he came in. 

" Be seated !" cried a voice, which seemed to issue from the 
altar. Wilhelm placed himself in a small arm-chair, which stood 
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^^ft.Bgainst the tapestiy where lie had entered. There was no seat ^| 

^F^ ^* *^^ ui *^s room ; Wilhclm had to be content with it, though ^| 

the morning radiance dazzled him; the chair stood fast, he could ^B 
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only keep Ms hand before his eyes. 

But now the curtain, which hung down above the altar, went 
Bsnnder with a 'gentle rustling ; and showed, within a pictnie- 
a dark empty aperture. A man atept forward at it, in a 
'common dress ; saluted the astonished looker-on, and said to him : 
'" Do yon not recognise me ? Among the many things which yon 
would like to know, do you feel no curiosity to learn where your 
grandfather's collection of pictures and statues are at present ? 
Have you forgot the painting wluch you once so much delighted 
in? Where, think you, is the sick king'3 son now languishing?" 
Wilhehn, without difficulty, recognised the stranger, whom, in that 
important night, he had conversed with at the iun. " Perhaps," 
continued his interrogator, "we should now be less at variance 
in regard to Destiny and Character." 

Wilhehn was about to answer, when the curtain quickly flew 
together. " Strange !" said Wilhelra to himself: " Can chance 
occurrences have a connexion ? Is what we call Destiny but 
Chance ? Where is my grandfather's collection ; and why am I 
remembered of it in these solemn moments 7" 

He had not leisure to pursue his thoughts : the cmlain once 
more parted ; and a person stood before him, whom ho instantly 
perceived to be the country clergyman, that had attended him and 
his companions on that pleasure soil of theirs. He had a resem- 
blance to the Abbe, though he seemed to be a different person. 
"With a cheerful countenance, in a tone of dignity, he said : " To 
from error, is not the instructor's duty; but to lead the 
pnpil ; nay, to let him quaff his en^or in deep satiating 
its, this is the instructor's wisdom. He who only tastes 
error, will long dwell with it, will talce delight in it as in a 
' X felicity : while he who drains it to the di^egs will, if he 
crazy, find it out." The curtain closed again ; and Wil- 
had a little time to think. ""What error can ho mean," 
lie within himself, " but the error which has clung to me 
h my whole life ; that I sought for cultivation where it was 
be found; that I fancied I could form a talent in me, while 
t the smallest gift for it." 
The curtain dashed asunder faster than before ; an ofdcer ad- 
led, and said in passing : " Learn to know the men who may 
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be trasted !" The curtain closed; and Wilhelm dW not long con- 
sider, till he fonnd this officer to be the one who had embraced 
him in the Count's park, and had oansed his taking Jamo for a 
crimp. How that stranger had come hither, v^o he was, were 
riddles to our friend. **If so many men," cried he, "todt in- 
terest in thee, knew thy way of life, and how it should be carried 
on, why did they not conduct thee with greater strictness, with 
greater seriousness ? Why did they favour thy silly sports, in- 
stead of dratring thee away from them ?" 

" Dispute not with us !" cried a voice : " Thou art saved, thou 
art on the way to the goal. None of thy foUies wilt thou rep^it; 
none wilt iiou wish to repeat ; no luckier destiny can be allotted 
to a man." The curtain went asunder; and in full armour stood 
the old King of Denmark in the space. **I am thy fatiier's 
spirit," said the figure, *' and I depart in comfort, since my wishes 
for thee are accomplished, in a higher sense than I myself con- 
templated. Steep regions cannot be surmounted bave by wiuding 
paths ; on the plain, straight roads conduct from place to place. 
Farewell, and think of me, when thou enjoyest what I have pro- 
vided for thee." 

Wilhelm was exceedingly amazed and struck : he thought it 
was his father's voice ; and yet in truth it was not : the present 
and the past alike confounded and perplexed him. 

He had not meditated long, when the Abbe came to view, and 
placed himself behind the green table. " Come hither!" cried he 
to his marvelUng friend. He went, and mounted up the steps. 
On the green cloth lay a little roll. ** Here is your indenture," 
said the Abbe: "take it to heart; it is of weighty import." 
Wilhelm lifted, opened it, and read : 

INDENTURE. 

Art is long, life short, judgment difficult, opportunity transient. 
To act is easy, to think is hard ; to act according to our thought 
is troublesome. Every beginning is cheerfiil; the threshold is 
the place of expectation. The boy stands astonished, his impres- 
sions guide him ; he learns sportfully, seriousness comes on him 
by surprise. Imitation is bom with us; what should be imitated 
is not easy to discover. The excellent is rarely found, more rarely 
valued. The height charms us, the steps to it do not : with the 
summit in our eye, we love to walk along the plain. It is but a 
part of art that can be taught ; the artist needs it all. Who knows 
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it half, speaks mncli, and is always wrong; who knows it wholly, 
indines to act, and q)eaks seldom or late. The former have no 
secz^ts and no force : the instruction they can give is like baked 
bread, savoury and satisfying for a single day ; but flour cannot 
be sown and seed-corn ought not to be ground. Words are good, 
but they are not the best. The best is not to be explained by 
werds. The spirit in which we act is the highest matter. Action 
can be understood and again represented by the spirit alone. No 
one knows what he is doing, while he acts aright ; but of what 
is wrong we are always conscious. Whoever works with symbols 
only, is a pedant, a hypocrite, or a bungler. There are many 
such, and they Uke to be together. Their babbling detains the 
scholar: their obstinate mediocrity vexes even the best. The 
instruction which the true artist gives us, opens the mind ; for 
where words fail him, deeds speak. The true scholar learns from 
the known to unfold the unknown, and approaches more and more 
to being a master. 

" Enough !" cried the Abbe ; *' the rest in due time. Now, 
look round you among these cases." 

Wilhelm went, and read the titles of the rolls. With astonish- 
ment, he found Lothario's Apprenticeship, Jarno's Apprentice- 
ship, and his own Apprenticeship placed there, with many others 
whose names he did not know. 

** May I hope to cast a look iuto these rolls ?" 

** In this chamber there is now nothing hid from you." 

** May I put a question ?" 

** Without scruple ; and you may expect a positive reply, if 
it concerns a matter which is nearest your heart, and ought to 
be so." 

" Good then ! Ye marvellous sages, whose sight has pierced 
so many secrets, can you tell me whether Felix is in truth my 
son ?" 

** Hail to you for this question !" cried the Abbe, clappiug 
hands for joy. " Felix is your son ! By the holiest that lies hid 
among us, I swear to you, Felix is your son; nor, in our opinion, 
was the mother that is gone unworthy of you. Eeceive the lovely 
child from our hands ; turn round, and venture to be happy." 

Wilhelm heard a noise behind him : he turned round, and 
saw a child's face peeping archly through the tapestry at the end 
of the room ; it was Felix. The boy playfully hid himself, so 
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soon as he was noticed. " Come forward !" cried the Abbe ; he 
came running; his father rushed towards him, took him in his 
arms, and pressed him to his heart. " Yes ! I feel it,'^ cried he, 
'* thou art mine ! What a gift of Heaven have I to thank my 
friends for ! Whence, or how, comest thou, my child, at this 
important moment ?" 

*' Ask not," said the Abbe. "Hail to thee, young man! 
Thy Apprenticeship is done ; Nature has pronounced thee 
free.'' 
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K sHpped into the garden ; Wiihelm followed liiin with rap- 
a lovely morning was displaying everything with fresh 
; onr friend enjoyed the moat deUghtful moment. Felix 
! new in the free and lordly world ; nor did Ms father know 
'i more than ho about the objocta, concerning which the little 
ffltnre was repeatedly and nnweariedly inquiring. At last they 
[ned the gardener, who had to tell them the names and uses 
I a multitude of plants. Wiihelm looked on Nature aa with 
led eyes ; the child's new-fangled cm-iosity first made him 
Bible how weak an interest he himself had taken in external 
, how smoJl his actual knowledge was. Not till this day, 
) happiest of hia life, did his own cultivation seem to have 

menced : he felt the necessity of learning, being called upon 

to teach. 

Jamo and the Abbe did not show themselves again till evening, 

y wfaen they brought a guest along with them. Wiihelm viewed 

"" e stranger with amazement ; he could scarce beUeve hia eyes : 

s Werner ; who, likewise, for a moment, hesitated in his re- 

[lition. They embraced each other tenderly; neither of them 

i conceal tliat he thought the other greatly altered, Werner 

1 that his Mend was taller, stronger, straighter ; that he 

1 become more polished in his looks and carriage. " Some- 

Bsg of his old true-heartedneas, I miss, however," added he. 

'hat too will soon appear again," said Wiihelm, "when we 

fte recoverei] from onr first astonishment." 

The impression Werner made upon his Mend was by no 

' TOL. 11. F 
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means so favourable. The honest man seemed rather to have 
retrograded than advanced. He was much leaner than of old; his 
peaked face appeared to have grown sharper, his nose longer; 
brow and crown had lost their hair; the voice, clear, eager, shrill, 
the hollow breast and stooping shoulders, the sallow cheeks, an- 
nounced indubitably that a melancholic drudge was there. 

Wilhelm was ^screet enough to speak but sparingly of these 
great changes ; while the other, on the contrary, gave free course 
to his friendly joy. "In truth,*' cried he, ** if thou hast spent thy 
time badly, and, as I suppose, gained nothing, it must be owned 
thou art grown a piece of manhood such as cannot fail to turn to 
somewhat. Do not waste and squander me this too again ; with 
such a figure thou shalt buy some rich and beautiftd heiress." 
** I see," said Wilhelm, smiling, " thou wilt not belie thy charac- 
ter. Scarcely hast thou found thy brother after long absence, 
when thou lookest on him as a piece of goods, a thing to specu- 
late on, and make profit by." 

Jamo and the Abbe did not seem at all astonished at this 
recognition ; they allowed the two to expatiate on the past and 
present as they pleased. Werner walked round and round his 
friend ; turned him to this side and to that; so as almost to em- 
barrass him. "No!" cried he, "such a thing as this I never met 
with, and yet I know that I am not mistaken. Thy eyes are 
deeper, thy brow is broader; thy nose has grown finer, thy mouth 
more lovely. Do but look at him, how he stands ; how it all suits 
and fits together ! Well, idling is the way to grow. But for me, 
poor devil," said he, looking at himself in the glass, "if I had 
not all this while been making store of money, it were over with 
me altogether." 

Werner had got Wilhelm's last letter ; the distant trading 
house, in common with which Lothario meant to purchase the 
estates, was theirs. On that business Werner had come hither, 
not dreaming that he should meet with Wilhelm on the way. 
The Baron's lawyer came ; the papers were produced ; Werner 
reckoned the conditions reasonable. "If you mean well," said 
he, " as you seem to do, with this young man, you will of your- 
selves take care that our part be not abridged : it shaU be at my 
friend's option whether he will take the land, and lay out a por- 
tion of his fortune on it." Jamo and the Abbe protested that 
they did not need this admonition. Scarcely .had the business 
been discussed in general terms, when Werner signified a longing 
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f a game at ombre ; to wMch, in coneeqaence, Jamo ami the 

(be set themselves along with him. He was now grown so ac- 

^tomed to it, that he could not pass the evening withoat cards. 

The two friends, after eupper, being left alone, began to talk, 

1 one another very keenly, touching everything they 

died to have eommnnicated. Wilhelm spoke in high terms of 

I- eitnation, of his happiness in being received among such men. 

mer shook his head and said : "Well, I see, we should believe 

ing that we do not see with our eyes. More than one obliging 

md aaanred me thou wert living with a wild young nobleman, 

rapplying him with actresaes, helping him to waste his 

mey ; that, by thy means, he had quarrelled with every one of 

B relations." " For my own sake, and the sake of these worthy 

ptlemen, I shoiUd be vexed at this," said Wilhebn, " had not 

If theatrical experience made me tolerant to every sort of ca- 

my. How can men judge rightly of our actions, which appear 

ilaingly or in fragments to them; of which they see the smallest 

tion ; while good and bad takes place in secret, and for most 

t; nothing comes to light but on indiilerent show ? Are not the 

I and actresses in a play set up on boards before them ; 

kps are lit on every side ; the whole transaction is comprised 

' ' 1 three hours ; yet scarcely one of them knows rightly what 

I make of it." 

Our friend proceeded to inquire about his family, his young 

les, his native town, Werner told, with great baste, of 

igea that had taken place, of changes that were still in pro- 

" The women in our house," said he, "are satisfied and 

y; we are never short of money. One half of their time they 

foi in dressing ; the other in showing themselves when dressed. 

y are as domestic as a reasonable man conld wish. My boys 

R growing up to prudent yonths. I already, as in vision, see 

1 sittiiig, writing, reckoning, running, trading, trucking: each 

soon as possible, shall have a business of his own. 

(to what concerns our fortune, thou wilt be contented with the 

a of it. When we have got these lands in order, thou must 

( directly home with me ; for it now appears as if thou too 

gie with some skill in worldly undertakings. Thanks 

tky new frionds, who have set thee on the proper path. I am 

"nly a fool : I never knew till now how well I liked thee, now 

3 I cannot gape amj gaze at thee enough, so well and hand- 

e tbon lookest. That is in truth another form than the por- 
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trait which was sent \hy sister ; whicli occasioned aneli diapntes 
at home. Both mother and daughter thought young master Tery 
handsome indeed, with his slack collar, half-open breast, large 
Tu£f, sleek pendent hair, ronnd hat, short waistcoat, and wide pan- 
taloons; while I, on the other hand, -maintained that the costnme 
■was scarce two finger-breadths from that of Harlequin. Bat now 
thou lookest like a man; only the queue is wanting, in which I 
beg of thee to bind thy hair; else some time or other, they will 
fleizG thee as a Jew, and demand toll and tribute of thee." 

Felix in the mean time had come into the room ; and as they 
did not mind him, he bad laid himself npon the sofa, and was 
fallen asieep. "What urchin is this?'' said Werner. Wilhehn 
at that moment had not the heart to tell the truth ; nor did he 
wish to lay a still ambiguous narrative before a man, who was by 
nature anything but credulous. 

The whole paity now proceeded to the lands, to view them, 
and conclude the bargain. Wilhehn would not part with Felix 
from bis side ; for the boy's salce, he rejoiced exceedingly in the 
intended purchase. The longing of the child for cherries and 
beiTies, the season for which was at hand, brought to his mind 
the days of his own youth, and the manifold duties of a father, 
to prepare, to procure, and to maintain for his family a constant 
series of enjoyments. With what interest he viewed the nurseries 
and the baildingB ! How zealously he contemplated repairing what 
had been neglected, restoring what had fallen ! He no longer 
looked wpon the world with the eyes of a bird of passage : an 
edifice he did not now consider as a grove that is hastily put to- 
iher, and that withers ere one leaves it. Everything that he 
proposed commencing was to be completed for his boy ; every- 
thing that he erected was to last for several generations. In this 
.cense, his apprenticeship was ended: with the feeling of a father, 
* a had acquired all the virtues of a citizen. He felt this, and no- 
thing could exceed his joy. " needless strictness of morality," 
exclaimed he, " while Nature in her own kindly manner tr^s us 
:to all that we require to be ! strange demands of civil society, 
which first per^ilexes and misleads us, then asks of us more than 
Mature herself! Woo to every sort of culture which destroys the 
moat effectnal means ofallti-ue culture, and directs ns to the end, 
instead of rendering us happy on the way !" 

Much as he had already seen in his life, it seemed as if the 
' observation of the child afforded him his first clear view of hai 
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Saturo. The theatre, the world had appeared before him, only as 
ft mnltitade of thrown dice, every one of which upon its npper 
3 indicates a greater or a smaller valne ; and which, when 
reckoned up together, make a anm. Ent here in the person of the 
hoy, a3 we might say, a single die was laid before him, on the 
many sides of which the worth and worthleasness of man's nature 
were legibly engraved. 

The child's desire to have distinctions made in his ideas grew 

stronger every day, Ha\iiig learned that things had names, hs 

wished to bear the name of everything : aiipposing that there 

conld be nothing which his father did not know, he often teased 

him with his questions, and caused him to inquire concerning 

w i>lgect5, which but for this he would have passed without notice. 

~ r innate tendency to pi-y into the origin and end of things was 

ikewise soon developed in the boy. When he asked whence came 

' e wind, and whither went the flame, hia father for the first time 

aly felt the limitation of his own powers ; and wished to under- 

jid bow far man may venture with his thoughts, and what 

a be may hope ever to give account of to himself or others. 

B anger of the child, when be saw injustice done to any living 

;, was extremely grateful to the Mher, as the symptom of a 

reus heart. Felix once stmok fiercely at the cook for cutting 

p some pigeons. The fine impression this produced on Wilhelra 

IB, indeed, ere long disturbed, when he found the boy immerci- 

"y tconng sparrows in pieces, and heating frogs to death. This 

ait reminded him of many men, who appear so scrupulously just 

yrben withoat passion, and witnessing the proceedings of other 

The pleasant feeling, that the boy was producing so fine and 
irliolesome an influence on his being, was in a short time troubled 
t a moment, when ourfiiend observed that in truth the boy was 
tng him more than ho the hoy. The child's conduct he was 
t qualified to correct : its mind he could not guide in any path 
"; a apoutaneons one. The evil habits wbicli Aarelia had so 
blrotly striven against, had all, as it seemed, on her death, as- 
taed their ancient privileges. Felix still never shut the door 
1 him, he still would not eat from a plate ; and no greater 
e could befall him than when ho happened to be overlooked, 
and conld take his bit immediately from the dish, or let the full 
glass stand, and drink out of the bottle. He delighted also very 
much when ho conld set himself in a comer with a book, and say 
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with a serious air : " I must study this scholar stuff!" though he 
neither knew his letters nor would learn them. 

Thus, when Wilhelm thought how little he had done for Felix, 
how little he was capable of doing, there arose at times a restless- 
ness within him, which appeared to counterbalance all his happi- 
ness. " Are we men, then," said he, " so selfishly formed that 
we cannot possibly take proper charge of any one without us ? Am 
I not acting with the boy exactly as I did with Mignon ? I drew 
the dear child towards me ; her presence gave me pleasure ; yet 
I cruelly neglected her. What did I do for her education, which 
she longed for with such earnestness ? Nothing ! I left her to her- 
self, and to all the accidents to which in a society of coarae people 
she could be exposed. And now for this boy, who seemed so in- 
teresting before he could be precious to thee, has thy heart ever 
bid thee do the smallest service to him? It is time that thou 
shouldst cease to waste thy own years and those of others : awake, 
and think what thou shouldst do for thyself, and for this good 
being, whom love and nature have so firmly bound to thee." 

This soliloquy was but an introduction to admit that he had 
already thought, and cared, and tried, and chosen : he could delay 
no longer to confess it. After sorrow, often and in vain repeated, 
for the loss of Mariana, he distinctly felt that he must seek a 
mother for the boy ; and also that he could not find one equal to 
Theresa. With this gifted lady he was thoroughly acquainted. 
Such a spouse and helpmate seemed the only one to trust oneself 
to, in such circumstances. Her generous affection for Lothario 
did not make him hesitate. By a singular destiny, they two had 
been forever parted ; Theresa looked upon herself as free ; she 
had talked of marrying, with indiffierence indeed, but as of a mat- 
ter understood. 

After long deliberation, he determined on communicating to 
her everything he knew about himself. She was to be ms^de ac- 
quainted with him, as he already was with her. He accordingly 
began to take a survey of his history : but it seemed to him so 
empty of events, and in general so little to his credit, that he 
more than once was on the point of giving up his purpose. At 
last, however, he resolved on asking Jarno for the KoU of his 
Apprenticeship, which he had noticed lying in the Tower : Jarno 
said it was the very time for that, and Wilhelm consequently 
got it. 

It is a feeling of awe and fear, which seizes on a man of noble 
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mind, when conscious that his character is just about to be ex- 
hibited hefore him. Every transition is a crisis ; anil a crisis pre- 
Mpposes Bicknesa. With what reluctance do we look into the glass 
tr rising from a sick-bed ! The recovery we feel ; the effects 
:ilie past disease are all we see. Wilhelin bad, however, been 
"Iciently prepared ; events bad already spoken loudly to him, 
his friends had not spared' him. If he opened the roll of 
ilunent with some hurry, be gi-ew calmer and calmer the far- 
he read. He fonud his life dehneated with large sharp strokes; 
{itber unconnected incidents, nor narrow aentimenta perplexed 
view ; the moat bltuid and general reflections taught without 
" ig bim. For the first time, his own figure was presented 
him ; not indeed, as in a mirror, a second self; but as in a 
it, another self: we do not, it is true, recognise ourselvea 
ertay feature ; but we are dehghted that a thinking spirit has 
onderBtood es, that such gifts have been employed in repre- 
ing ns, that an image of what we were exists, and may endure 

oni'selves are gone. 
"VVilhelm next employed himself in setting forth the history of 
life, for the perusal of Theresa ; all the circumstances of it 
recalled to memory by what he had been reading ; he almost 
ashamed that, to her great virtues, he had nothing to oppose 
liob indicated a judicions activity. He had been minute in his 
' .itin narrative; he was brief in the letter which he sent along 
it. He aohcited her friendship, her love, if it were possible ; 
offered her his hand, and entreated for a quick decision. 
After some intenial contest whether it was proper to impart 
weighty bnslucss to his friends, to Jarno and the Abbe, he 
' not to do 80. His resolution was so firm, the business 
of auch importance, that he could not have aubraitted it to 
deeifflon of the wisest and best of men. Ho was even cautious 
to carry his letter with his own band to the nearest post. 
his parchment roll, it appeai'ed with certainty enough that, 
VBTj many actions of his life, iu which he had conceived him- 
" to be proceeding freely and in secret, he had been observed) 
\y guided ; and perhaps the thought of this had given bim an 
ileasoDt feeling ; and he wished at least in speaking to The- 
,'* heart, to speak purely from the heart ; to owe his fate to 
deoiflion aud determination only. Hence in this solemn point 
acnpled not to give his overseers the shp. 
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ScAECELY waa the letter gone, when Lothario retiimed. Every 
one was gladdened at the prospect of so speedily concluding the 
important business which they had in hand : Wilhelm waited with 
anxiety to see how all these maHy threads were to be loosed, or 
tied anew, and how his own future state was to be settled. Lo- 
thario gave a kindly salutation to them all: he was quite recovered 
and sereno ; he had the air of one who knows what he should do, 
and who finds no hindrance in the way of doing it, 

His cardial greeting Wilhelm could scarcely repay, " This," 
he had to own within himself, "is the friend, the lover, bride- 
groom of Theresa ; in his stead tbou art presuming to intrude. 
Dost thou think it possible for thee to banish, to obliterate an im- 
pression such as this ?" Had the letter not been sent away, per- 
haps he wonld not have ventm'ed sending it at all. But happily 
the die was cast : it might be, Theresa had akeady taken up her 
resolution, and only distance shrouded with its veil a happy ter- 
mination. The winning or the losing must soon be decided. By 
such considerations, he endeavoured to compose himself; and yet 
the movements of his heart were almost feverish. He could give 
but little attention to tlie weighty business, on which in some 
degree the iate of his whole property depended. In passionate 
moments, how trivial do we reckon all that is about us, all that 
belongs to us ! 

HappUj for liim, Lothario treated the afi"air with magnanimity, 
and Werner with an air of ease. The latter, in his violent desire 
of gain, experienced a lively pleasure in contemplating the fine 
estate which was to be bis friend's. Lothario, for his part, seemed 
to be revolving very different thoughts. "I cannot take such 
pleasure in the acquirement of property," said he, "aa in the just- 
ness of it." 

"And, in the name of Heaven," cried Werner, " is not this 
of ours acquired justly ?" 

"Not altogether," said Lothaiio. 

"Ale we not giving bard cash for it?" 

"Doubtless," replied Lothario; "and most probably you will 
consider what I am now hinting at as nothing but a whim. No 
property appears to me quite just, quite free of flaw, except it 
contribute to the state its due proportion." 



BOOK imi. CDAP. 11. 



78 



II "Howl" eaid Werner : " Yon would rather that our lands, 
Iwhich we have purchased free from burden. Lad been taxable?" 
I " Yes," replied Lothario, "in a suitable degree. Itisonlyby 
fthis eqaality with every other kind of property, that oiu' posses- 
. sdon of it can be made secure. In these new times, when bo many 
I old ideas are tottering, what is the grand reason why the peasant 
reckons the possession of the noble less equitable than his own 7 
• Simply that the noble is not burdened, and lies a burden on him." 
, "Bat bow would the interest of our capital agree with that?" 
f said Werner. 

" Pei-fectly well," returned the other: "if the state, for a regu- 
lar and fair contribution, would relieve ua Irom the feudal hocus- 
^^jpocua ; would allow us to proceed mth our lands according to our 
^^^■leasnre ; so that we were not compelled to retain such masses of 
^^^Biem undivided, so that we might part them more equally among 
^^B^or children, whom we might thus introduce to vigorous and firee 
■ activity; instead of leaving them the poor inheritance of these our 
limited and limiting privileges, to enjoy which we must ever he 
invoking the ghosts of our forefathers. How much happier were 
men and women in our rank of life, if they might with unforbid- 
■.den eyes look round them, and elevate hy their selection, hei'e a 
jrortby maiden, there a worthy youth, regarding nothing farther 
1 their own ideas of happiness in marriage ! The state would 
lave more, perhaps better citizens, and would not so often be 
tressed for want of heads and hands." 
"I can asETire you honestly," said Werner, "I never in my 
fUfe thought about the state ; my taxes, tolls and tributes I have 
paid because it was the custom." 

" Still, however," said Lothario, " I hope to make a worthy 
.triot of you. As he alone is a good father, who at table serves 
s children first, so is he alone a good citizen, who, before all 
[bltier outlays, discbarges what he owes the etate." 

Bj such general reflections their special business was acceler- 

jd rather than retarded. It was neai'Iy over, when Lothario said 

n Vnihelm : " I must send you to a place where you are needed 

) than here. My sister bids me beg of yon to go to her as 

a aa pOBsible, Poor Mignon seems to be decaying more and 

; and it is thought your presence might allay the malady. 

ea telling me in person, my sister has dispatched this note 

me : bo that you perceive she reckons it a pressing case." 

wo handed him a billet. Wilhelm, who had listened in ex- 
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treme perplexity, at once discovered in these hasty pendl-strokes 
the hand of the Countess, and knew not what to answ^. 

** Take Felix with you," said Lothario: ** the little ones will 
cheer each other. You must be upon the road tomorrow morning 
early ; my sister's coach, in which my people travelled hither, is 
still here : I will give you horses half the way; the rest you post. 
A prosperous journey to you ! Make many compliments from me, 
when you arrive; tell my sister I shall soon be back, and that she 
must prepare for guests. Our grandunde's friend, the Marchese 
Cipriani, is on his way to visit us : he hoped to find the old man 
still in life ; they meant to entertain each other with their common 
love of art, and the recollection of their early intimacy. The Mar- 
chese, much younger than my uncle, owed to him the greater 
part of his accomplishments. We must exert all our endeavours 
to fill up in some measure the void which is awaiting him; and a 
larger party is the readiest means." 

Lothario went with the Abbe to his chamber; Jamo had ridden 
ofif before ; Wilhelm hastened to his room. There was none to 
whom he could unbosom his distress ; none by whose assistance 
he could turn aside the project, which he viewed with so much 
fear. The little servant came, requesting him to pack : they were 
to put the luggage on tonight, meaning to set out by daybreak. 
Wilhelm knew not what to do; at length he cried: "Well, I shall 
leave this house at any rate; on the road I may consider what is 
to be done; at all events I will halt in the middle of my journey; 
I can send a message hither, I can write what I recoil from say- 
ing ; then let come of it what will." In spite of this resolution, 
ho spent a sleepless night : a look on Felix resting so serenely 
was the only thing that gave him any solace. "0! who knows," 
cried he, " what trials are before me; who knows how sharply by- 
gone errors will yet punish me ; how often good and reasonable 
projects for the future shall miscarry ! But this treasure, which 
I call my own, continue it to me, thou exorable or inexorable 
Fate ! Were it possible that this best part of myself were taken 
from me, that this heart could be torn from my heart, then fare- 
well sense and understanding ; farewell all care and foresight ; 
vanish thou tendency to perseverance ! All that distinguishes us 
from the beasts, pass away ! And if it is not lawful for a man 
to end his heavy days by the act of his own hand, may speedy 
madness banish consciousness, before Death, which destroys it 
forever, shall bring on his own long night." 
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He seized the boy in hia arms, kissed him, clasped liim and 
itted him with plenteous tears. 

The child awoke : his clear eye, his friendly look, touched his 

ther to the imnoBt heart. " What a scene awaits me," cried ke, 

I I shall present thee to the beautiful unhappy Countess, 

ihe shall press thee to her bosom, which thy father has 

ply injured ! Ought I not to fear that she will push thee 

1 her with a cry, when the touch of thee renews her real or 

cied pain !" The coachman did not leave him time for farther 

' t or hesitation; but forced him into the carriage before 

, Wilhelm wrapped his Fobs well; the morning was cold but 

the child, for the first time in his life, saw the Bim rise. 

s astoniBhment at the first fiery glance of the luminary, at the 

(Dwing power of the light; his pleasure and his strange remarks 

i the father, and afforded him a gllmpso into the heart of 

B hoy, before which, as oyer a clear and silent sea, the sun was 

toimting and hovering. 

In a little town the coachman halted ; unyoked hia horaea, and 
tie back. Wilbelm took possession of a room, and asked him- 
ly whether he would stay or proceed. Thus irresolute 
I Toutured to take out the little note, which hitherto he had 
r had the heart to look on : it contained the following words : 
i thy young friend very soon; Mignon for the last two days 
len growing rather worae. Sad as the occasion is, I shall 
k luppy to get acg^uainted with him." 

The concluding words Wiihelm, at the first glanoe, had not 
Ho was terrified on reading them, and instantly determined 

go. " How?" cried he, "Lothario, knowing what occurred 
ween us, has not told her who I am ? She is not, with a settled 

1, expecting an acquaintance, whom she would rather not see: 
uta a stranger; and I enter! I see her shudder and start 
:, I Bee hei- bluah 1 No, it is impossible for me to eneonnter 

1 Bcene !" Just then his horses were lod out and yoked : 
1 was determined to take off hia luggage and remain. Ho 

t ertiemely agitated. Hearing the maid running up-stairs to 
' "una, as lie thought, that all was reatly, he began on the spur 
ft instant to devise some pretext for continuing; his eyes were 
id, without attention, on the letter which he still held in his 
'. " In the name of Heaven !" cried he, " what is this ? It 
t the hand of the Countess, it is the hand of the Amaiton !" 
The maid came in ; requested bim to walk down, and took 
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Felix with her. "Is it possible," exclaimed he, "is it true? Wliat 
sh&ll I do ? Remain, and wait, and certify myself? Or basteo, 
hasten and msb into an explanation ? Thou art on the way to her, 
and thoa canst loiter? This night thoa mayest Bee her, and thou 
wilt Toliintarily lock thyself in prison ? It ia her hand ; yea, it is 
hers i This hand calls thee ; her coach is yoked to lead thee to 
her I Kow the riddle is explained : Lothario has two sisters ; my 
relalaon to the one he knows; how ranch I owe to the other is un- 
known to him. Nor is she aware that the woimded stroller, who 
stands indebted to her for his health, if not his life, has been re- 
ceived with such nnmerited attention in her brother's house." 

Felix, who was swinging to and &o in the coach, cried np to 
him : " Father! Come. come ! Look at the pretty clouds, the 
pretty colours !" " Yes, I come," cried Wilhelm, springing down- 
stairs; "and all the glories of the sky, which thon, good creatine, 
so admirest, are as nothing to the moment which I look for." 

Sitting in the coach, he recalled all the circnmstancea of the 
matter to his memory, " So this is the Natalia, then, Theresa's 
friend ! What a discovery ; what hopes, what prospects ! How 
strange that the fear of speaking about the one sister should have 
altogether concealed from me the existence of the other !" With 
what joy he looked on Felix ! He anticipated for the child, as 
for himself, the best reception. 

Evening at last came on; the sun had set; the road was not 
the best; the postillion drove slowly; Felix had fallen asleep, and 
new cares and doubts arose in the bosom of our friend. " What 
delusion, what fantasies are these that rule thee !" said he to him- 
self: "An uncertain similarity of handwriting has at once assured 
thee, and given thee matter for the strangest castles in the air." 
He again brought out the paper ; in the departing light he again 
imagined that he recognised the hand of the Countess : his eyes- 
could no longer find in the parts what bis heart had at once shown 
biTTi in the whole. " These horses, then, are running with thee 
to a scene of terror ! Who knows but in a few hours they may 
have to bring thee back again ? And if thou shouldst meet with 
her alone ! But perhaps her husband will be there; perhaps the 
Baroness ? How altered will she be ! Shall I not fail, and sink 
to the earth, at sight of her ?" 

Yet a faint hope that it might be bis Amazon, would often 
gleam through these gloomy thoaghts. It was now night : the 
carriage rolled into a courtyard, and halted; a servant with a b'nlr 
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^^utept out of a stately portal, and came dowu the broad steps 
^K^to the carriage -door. ".You have been long looked for," said 
lie, opening it. Wilhelni diamonnted ; took the sleeping Fehx 
in his arms : the first servant called to a second, who was stand- 
ing in the door with a light : " Show the gentleman np to the 
Bnroness." 

Quick as lightning, it went through Wilhelm's soul : " What 
a happiness ! Be it hy accident or of purpose, the Baroness is 
here ! I shall see her first ; apparently the Countess has retired 
to rest. Ye good spirits, grant that the moment of deepest per- 
plexity may pass tolerahly over !" 

He entered the house: he found himself in the most earnest, 

ind, as he ahnost fislt, the holiest place that he had ever trod. 

i pendent dazzling lustre threw its light upon a broad and softly 

ing flight of stairs, which lay before him, and which parted 

ittto two divisions at a turn above. Marble statues and busts were 

Hiding upon pedestals and arranged in niches : some of them 

led known to him. The impressions of our childhood abide 

lith ns, even in their minutest traces. He recognised a Mose, 

■rlliofa had formerly belonged to his grandfather ; not indeed by 

B form or wortli, but by an arm which had been restored, and 

! new-inserted pieces of the robe. He felt as if a fairy tale 

1 turned out to be true. The cbUd was heavy in his arms; he 

igered on the stairs, and knelt down, as if to place him more 

■bonTeuiently. His real want, however, was to get a moment's 

reathjng time. He could scarcely raise himself again. The 

rant, who was carrying the light, offered to take Fehs ; but 

Uielm could not part with him. He had now mounted to an 

tnt«chamber ; in which, to his still greater astonishment, ho oh- 

rved the well-knovra picture of the sick king's son hanging on 

Sfce wall. He had scarcely time to cast a look on it; the servant 

tried h'Tn along through two rooms into a cabinet. Here, be- 

Kod a light -screeji, which threw a shadow on her, sat a young 

viy reading, " that it were she !" said he within himself at 

Bus decisive moment. Ho set down the boy, who seemed to be 

^wakening ; he meant to approach the lady ; bat the child sank 

" igetlier drunk with sleep ; the lady rose, and came to him. It 

s the Amazon ! Unable to restrain himself, he fell upon his 

knee, and cried : " It is she !" Ha seized her hand, and kissed 

it with mibounded rapture. The child was lying on the carpet 

between them, sleeping softly. 
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Felix was camed to the so& : Natalia sat down beside him ; 
she directed Wiihelm to the chair which was standing nearest 
them. She fooposed to Older some lefreshments; these onr friend 
declined ; he was altogether occupied convincing himself that it 
was she, dosdr examining her features, shaded by the screen, and 
accnratelv recognising them. She told him of Mignon's sickness, 
in general terms ; that the poor child was gradually consuming 
nnder the influence of a few deep feelings; that, with her extreme 
excitabiHty, and her endeavouring to hide it, her little heart often 
suffered violent and dangerous pains ; that on any unexpected 
agitation of her mind, this primary oigan of life would suddenly 
stop, and no trace of the vital movement could be felt in the good 
child's bosom. That when such an agonising cramp was past, 
the force of nature would again express itself in strong pulses, and 
now torment the child by its excess, as she had before suffered by 
its defect. 

Wilhehn recollected one spasmodic scene of that description, 
and Natalia referred him to the doctor, who would speak with 
him at large on the affidr, and explain more circumstantially why 
he, the friend and bene&ctor of the child, had been at present 
sent for. ** One curious change," Natalia added, ** you will find 
in her : she now wears women's clothes, to which she had once 
such an aversion." 

*' How did you succeed in this ?" said Wiihelm. 

" Kit was indeed a thing to be desired," said she, " weowe 
it all to chance. Hear how it happened. Perhaps you are aware 
that I have constantly about me a number of little girls, whose 
opening minds I endeavour, as they grow in strength, to train to 
what is good and right. From my mouth they learn nothing but 
what I myself regard as true : yet I cannot and would not hinder 
them from gathering, among other people, many fragments of the 
common prejudices and errors which are current in the world. 
If they inquire of me about them, I attempt, as far as possible, to 
join these alien and intrusive notions to some just one, and thus 
to render them, if not useftil, at least harmless. Some time ago, 
my girls had heard among the peasants' children many tales of 
angels, of Bjiecht Rupert and such shadowy characters, who, they 
understood, appeared at certain times in person, to give presents 
to good children, and to punish naughty ones. They had an idea 
that these strange visitants were people in disguise : in this I 
confirmed them; and without entering into explanations, I deter- 
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ined on the first opportimity, to let them see a spectacle of that 

lort. It chanced that the birthday of two twin-aisters, whose 

»ehavioTir had been always very good, was near; I promised that, 

I this occasion, the little present they had bo well deserved 

I alionld be dehvered to them by an angel. They were on the 

stretch of curiosity regarding tJiis phenomenon. I had chosen 

Mignon for the part ; and accordingly, at the appointed day, I 

hod her snitahly eqnipt in a long light snow-white dress. She was, 

l^lrf course, provided with a golden girdle round her waist, and a 

[olden fillet on her hair, I at first proposed to omit the wings ; 

nit the young ladies who were decking her, insisted on a pair of 

Iden pinions, in preparing which they meant to show their 

lighest art. Thus did the strange apparition, with a iily in the 

mo hand, and a little basket in the other, glide in among the 

iris ; she surprised even me. ' There comes the angel !' said I. 

lifi children all shrank haok; at last they cried: ' It is Mignon t' 

t tliey durst not venture to approach the wondrous figure, 

•Here are your gifts,' said she, putting doi^m the basket. 

They gathered around her, they viewed, they felt, they questioned 

bcr. 

' Art then an angel ?' asked one of them. 

t* 1 wish I were,' said Mignon. 
' Why dost thon hear a lily ?' 
' So pure and so open should my heart be ; then were I 
ftppy.' 

' What wings are these? Let us see them !' 
' They represent fiir finer ones, which are not yet unfolded.' 
■' And thus significantly did she answer all their other child- 
ike, innocent inquiries. The little party having satisfied their 
Biosity, and the impression of the show beginning to abate, we 
a for proceeding to undress the little angel. This, however, 
t resisted : she took her cithern ; she seated herself here, on 
I high vmting - table, and sang a little song with touching 



Such let me eeeni till bqcIi I lie ; 

Take not mj SDOw-irhite ^gsb avay 1 
Snon (mm this diiab ot enrtli I flee 

fp to tliB glittoring luida of day. 

There firet a little spai^e I test, 

Then wake lo glad, to ficcno flo kind ; 

In (»rtlil7 robes no longer ilrest , 
ThJB iiiuid, tbia giiiUe left liuhind. 
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And those calm sliiimig sons of mom 

They ask not who is maid or boy ; 
No robes, no garments there are worn, 

Our body pmre from sin's alloy. 

Throngh little life not mneh I toil*d, 

Yet angoish long this heart has wrong, 

Untimely woe my blossom spoiled ; 
Make me again foreTer young ! 

" I immediately detennined upon leaving her the dress," proi 
ceeded Natalia; '' and procnring her some others of a similar 
kind. These she now wears; and in them, I think, her form has 
quite a different expression." 

As it was aheady late, Natalia let the stranger go: he parted 
from her not without anxiety. " Is she married or not ?" asked 
he within himself. He had been afraid, at every rustling, that the 
door would open, and her husband enter. The serving-man, who 
showed him to his room, went off, before our friend had mustered 
resolution to inquire regarding this. His unrest held him long 
awake ; he kept comparing the figure of the Amazon with the 
figure of his new acquaintance. The two would not combine: the 
former he had, as it were, himself fashioned ; the latter seemed 
as if it would almost new-fashion him. 



Chapter in. 

Next morning, while all was yet quiet, he went about viewing 
the house. It was the purest, finest, stateliest piece of archi- 
tecture he had ever seen. ** True art," cried he, **is like good 
company : it constrains us in the most delightftd way to recognise 
the measure by which, and up to which, our inward nature has 
been shaped by culture." The impression which the busts and 
statues of his gi-andfather made upon him was exceedingly agree- 
able. 'With a longing mind, he hastened to the picture of the 
sick king's son ; and he still felt it to be charming and affecting. 
The servant opened to him various other chambers : he found a 
libraiy, a museum, a cabinet of philosophical instruments. In 
much of this he could not help perceiving his extreme ignorance. 
Meanwhile Felix had awakened, and come running after him. 
The thought of how and when he might receive Theresa's letter 
gave him pain ; he dreaded seeing Mignon, and in some degree 
NataUa. How unlike his present state was his state at the mo- 
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iBfiiit wlien he sealed tLe letter to Theresa, and mth a glad heart 
wholly gave himself to that noble heing ! 

Natalia sent for him to hreakfast. He proceeded to a room, 
, ■where several tidy little girls, all apparently below ten years, were 
. oocnpied in furnishing a table, while another of the same appear- 
ance brought in Tarious sorts of beverage. 

Wilhelm cast his eye upon a picture, hung above the sofa ; 
L lie could not but recognise in it the portrait of Natalia, little as 
T the execution satisfied him. Natalia entered, and the lilieness 
c peemed entirely to vanish. To his comfort, it was painted with 
>- the cross of a religious order on its breast ; and he now saw an- 
other such upon Natalia's. 

"I have jaat been looking at the porti'ait here," said he; 
"and it seems surprising that a painter could have been at once 

»so true and so false. The picture resembles you in general ex- 
ireoiely well, and yet it neither has your features nor your cha- 
.naoter." 
" It is rather matter of surprise," replied Natalia, " that the 
likeness is so good. It is not my picture; but the picture of an 
aunt, whom I resembled even in childhood, thongh she was then 
advanced in years. It was painted when her age was just about 

I what mine is : at the first glance every one imagines it is meant 
forme. You should have been acquainted with that excellent lady. 
I owe her much. A very weak state of health, perhaps too much 
employment with her own thoughts, and withal a moral and re- 
JigiouB scrupulosity, prevented her from being to the world what, 
'ia other circumstances, she might have become. She was a light 
Jiai shone bat on a few friends, and on me especially." 
" Can it he possible," said Wilhelm, after thinking for a mo- 
anent, while so many circumstances seemed to correspond so well, 
** can it be possible that the fair and noble Saint, whose meek 
tCoDfessions I had libei-ty to study, was your aunt?" 
" You read the manuscript ?" inquired Natalia. 
!_ "Yea," said Wilhelm, "withthe greatest sympathy, andnot 
iritliout effect upon my Ufe, What most impressed me in this 
'fa.pet was, if I may term it so, the pai-ity of being, not only of 
the writer herself, hut of all that ky round her; that self-de- 
pcndenco of nature, that impossibility of admitting anything into 
Iicr soul which would not harmonise with its own noble lovely 
tone." 

" You are more tolerant to tins fine spirit," said Natalia, 
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"nay I will say more just, than many other men, to 
narrative Las been impajted. Eveiy cultivated ponton knows 
Le has had to strive against a certain rudeness both in ~ 
and others ; how much his culture costs him ; how apt he is, after 
all, in certain cases, to recollect himself alone, forgetting what he 
owes to others. How often has a worthy person to reproach him- 
self for having failed to act with proper delicacy ! And when a 
fair nature too delicately, too conscientiously cultivates, nay, if 
you will, overcultivates itself, there seems to be no toleration, no 
indulgence for it in the world. Yet such persons are, without na, 
what the ideal of perfection is within us : models not for being 
imitated, but for being aimed at. We laugh at the cleanliness of 
Uie Dutch: but would our iriend Theresa be what she is, if some 
such notion were not always present to her in her housekeeping?" 

"I see before me then," cried Wilbelm, " in Theresa's &iend, 
the same Natalia whom her amiable relative was so attached to ;. 
the Natalia, who from her youth was so affoctionatfii ho sympa- 
thising and helpful ! It was only out of such a line that snch a 
being could proceed. What a prospect opens before me, wMle I 
at once survey yonr ancestors, and all the circle you belong'^, 
to!" 

" Yes," replied Nataha, " in a certain sense, the story of my 
aunt would give you the faithfulest picture of us. Her love to 
me, indeed, has made her praise the little girl too much : in speak- 
ing of a child, we never speak of what is present, but of what we 
hope for." 

Wilbelm, in the mean time, was rapidly reflecting that Lo- 
thario's pai'entage and early youth were now likewise known to 
him. The fair Countess, too, appeared before him in her child- 
hood, with the aunt's pearls about her neck : he himself had been 
near those pearls, when her soft lovely lips bent down to meet hia 
own. These beautiful remembrances he sought to drive away by 
other thoughts. He ran through the characters to whom that 
manuscript had inti-oduced Mm. " I am here then, " criod he, "in 
your worthy uncle's house ! It iano house, it is atemple, andyoo 
are the priestess, nay the Genius of it : I shall recollect for life 
my impression yesternight, when I entered, and the old figures of 
my earliest days were again before me, I thought of the compas- 
sionate marble statues in Miguon's song: but these figores had 
not to lament about me ; they looked upon mo with a lofty ear- 
nestness, they brought my first years into immediate contact with 
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Sie present moment. That ancient troaanre of our family, the joy 

i my grandfatheT, I find here placed among so many otber noble 

Firorks of art ; and myself, whom nature made the darling of the 

1. good old man, my unworthy self I find here also, Heayens ! in 

I ^at society, in what connexions !" 

The girla had hy degrees gone out to mind their little oecu- 

[ .]»tions. Natalia, left alone with Wilhehn, asked some farther es- 

K pliuation of hia last remark. The discovery, that a number of her 

E'luest paintings and statues had at one time been the property of 

1 WilheW's grandfather, did not fail to give a cheerful stimulus to 

Itteir discourse. As by that manuscript he had got acquainted 

tvith Natalia's house, so now he found himself too, as it were, in 

Kids inheritance. At length he asked for Mignon. Hia friend de- 

■ atred him to have patience till the Doctor, who had been called out 

into the neighbourhood, returned. It is easy to suppose that the 

Doctor was the same littie active man, whom we already know, 

and who was spoken of in the Confessions of a Fair Saint. 

" Since I am now," said Wilhelm, "in the middle of your 

rftxaily circle, I presume the Ahhc, whom that paper mentions, is 

Ihe strange inexplicable person, whom, after the most singular 

[uries of events, I met with in your brother's house ? Perhaps 

1 can give some more accurate conception of him?" 

■' Of the Abbe there might much be said," replied Natalia : 

J" what I know beat about him is the influence which he exerted 

I onr education. He was, for a time at least, convinced that 

[Adncation ought in every case to be adapted to the inclinationa : 

B present ^iewa of it I know not. He maintained that with man 

ft first and last consideration was activity, and that we could not 

t OD anything, without the proper gifts for it, without an instinct 

jelling us to it. 'You admit,' he used to say, ' that poets must 

ft bom such ; you admit this with regard to all profesaora of the 

B arts ; because you must admit it, because those workings of 

I nature cannot very plausibly be aped. But if we consider 

Fwell, we shall find that every capability, however slight, is bom 

with us : that there is no vague general capability in men. It is 

our Hntbiguous dissipating education that makes men uncertain : 

it awakens wishes, when it should be animating tendenciea ; iu- 

fitewl of forwarding our real capacities, it turns our efforts towards 

objoctt) which are frei^uently discordant with the mind that aims 

■t them. I augiu- better of a child, a youth who is wandering 

actnyon a jtath of his own, than of many who are walking aright 
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upon paths whicli are not theirs. If the former, either by thero- 
selveB, or by the guidance of others, ever find the right path, 
that is to say, the path which suits their natnre, they will never 
leave it ; while the latter are in clanger every moment of shaking 
off a foreign yoke, and abandoning themaelves to mu-eatricted 
license.' " 

" It is strange," aaidWilhelm, " that this same extraordinary I 
man should likewise have taken charge of me; should, as it seems, 
have, in his own &ahion, if not led, at least confirmed me in my 1 
errors, for a time. How he will answer to the charge of having I 
joined with others, as it were, to make game of me, I wait patiently I 
to see." 

"Of this whim, if it is one," said Natalia, "I have littla 
reason to complain : of all the family I answered best with it. 
Indeed I see not how Lothario could have got a finer breeding : 
but for my sister, the Countess, some other treatment might hava 
suited better ; perhaps they should have studied to infase mora 
earnestness and strength into her nature. As to brother Friedrich, 
what is to become of him cannot he conjectured : he will fiill a, , 
sacrifice, I feai', to this experiment in pedagogy." 

"You have another brother, then?" cried Wilhelm. 

"Yes," rephed Natalia; "and a light merry youth he is; 
and as they have not hindered him from roaming up and down the 
world, I know not what the wild dissipated boy will turn to. It 
is a great while since I saw him. The only thing which calma 
my fears is, that the Abbe, and the whole society about my brother, 
are receiving constant notice where he is and what he does." 

Wilhelm was about to ask Natalia her opinion more precisely 
on the Abbe's paradoses, aa well as to solicit information abont 
that mysterious society ; hut the Physician entering changed their 
conversation. After the first compliments of welcome, ho began 
to speak of Mignon. 

Nataha then took Felix hy the hand, saying she would lead 
the chQd to Mignon, and prepare her for the entrance of her 
fi'iend. 

The Doctor, now alone with Wilhelm, thus proceeded: "I 
have wondi'ous things to tell you ; such as you are not anticipating. 
Natalia has retired, that we might speak with gi'eater liberty of 
certain matters, which, although t iirst learned them by her means, 
her presence would prevent us from discussing freely. The strange 
temper of the child seems to consist almost exclusively of 
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Kongiug ; the desire of revisiting her nativo land, and the desire 
for you, myiriend, are, I might almost aay, the only earthly thinga 
about her, Both these feelings do but grasp towards an immea- 
snrahle distance, both objects lie before her unattainable. The 
neigbboiirhood of Milan aeomsto he her home : in very early child- 
hood she was kidnapped from her parents by a company of rope- 
dancera. A more distinct account we cannot get from her, partly 
because she was then too young to recoDect the names of men 
aud places ; but especially because she has made an oath to tell 
no living mortal her abode and parentage. For the strolling party, 
who came up with her when she had lost her way, and to whom 
she BO accurately described her dwelling, with such piercing eu- 
trfiftties to conduct her home, hut carried her along with them the 
faster; and at night in their quarters, when they thought the 
diild was sleeping, joked about their precious capture, declaring 
shewouIdnoYcr find the way home again. On this, a horrid despe- 
ration fell upon the miserable creature ; but at last the Holy Virgin 
rose before her eyes, and promised that she would assist her. 
The child then swore within herseK a sacred oath, that she would 
henceforth trust no human creature, would disclose her history to 
no one, hut live and die in hope of immediate aid from Heaven. 
Even this, which I am telling yon, Natalia did not learn expressly 
from her; but gathered it fi-om detached expressions, songs and 
childlike inadvertencies, betraying what they meant to hide." 
Wilhelm called to memory many a song and word of this dear 
I child, which he could now explain. He earnestly requested the 
1 Physician to keep from him none of the confessions or mysterious 
■poetry of this peculiar being. 

" Prepare yourself," said the Physician, " for a strange con- 
Ifieesion; for a story with which you, without remembering it, 
I have mnch to do ; and which, as I greatly fear, has been decisive 
|for the death and life of this good creatm-e." 

"Let me hear," said Wilhelm; " my impatience is unbonnded," 
"Do yon recollect a secret nightly visit from a female," said 
the Doctor, " after your appearance in the character of Hamlet?" 
" Yos, I recollect it well," cried Wilhelm blushing, " bat I 
I did not look to be reminded of it at the present moment." 
" Do yon know who it was ?" 

" I do not ! .You frighten me ! In the name of Heaven, not 
[ Hignon Burely ? Who was it ? Tell me, pray." 
" I know it not mjsolf." 
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" Not Mignon, then V' 

" No, certainly not Mignon : but Mignon was intending at 
the time to glide in to you : and saw, with horror, from a comer 
where she lay concealed, a riyal get before her.*' 

* ' A rival ! ' ' cried our friend : * * Speak on, you more and more 
confound me." 

" Be thankful," said the Doctor, " that you can arrive at the 
result so soon through means of me. Natalia and I, with but a 
distant interest in the matter, had distress enough to undergo, 
before we could thus far discover the perplexed condition of the 
poor dear creature, whom we wished to help. By some wanton 
speeches of Phihna and the other girls, by a certam song which 
she had heard Philina sing, the child's attention had been roused; 
she longed to pass a night beside the man she loved, without 
conceiving anything to be impUed in this beyond a happy and 
confiding rest. A love for you, my friend, was already keen and 
powerful in her little heart ; in your arms, the child had found 
repose from many a sorrow; she now desired this happiness in all 
its fulness. At one time she proposed to ask you for it in a 
friendly manner; but a secret horror always held her back. At 
last, that merry night and the excitement of abundant wine in- 
spired her with the courage to attempt the adventure, and glide 
in to you on that occasion. Accordingly she ran before, to hide 
herself in your apartment, which was standing open ; but just 
when she had reached the top of the stairs, having heard a rust- 
ling, she concealed herself, and saw a female in a white dress slip 
into your chamber. You yourself arrived soon after, and she heard 
you push the large bolt. 

'* Mignon's agony was now unutterable : all the violent feel- 
ings of a passionate jealousy mingled themselves with the unac- 
knowledged longing of obscure desire, and seized her half- deve- 
loped nature with tremendous force. Her heart, which hitherto 
had beaten violently with eagerness and expectation, now at once 
began to falter and stop ; it pressed her bosom like a heap of 
lead; she could not draw her breath, she knew not what to do; 
she heard the sound of the old man's harp, hastened to the garret 
where he was, and passed the night at his feet in horrible con- 
vulsions." 

The Physician paused a moment ; then, as Wilhelm still kept 
silence, he proceeded: *' Natalia told me, nothing in her life had 
so alarmed and touched her as the state of Mignon while relating 
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P'tlik: indeed, onr noble friend accused herself of cruelty in bav- 
I ing, by her questionB and management, drawn this confession 
1 from her, and renewed by recollection the violent sorrows of the 
I poor little girl. 

' The dear creature,' said Natalia, ' had scarcely come so far 
I with her recital, or rather with her answers to my questions, 
I ivben she sank ail at once before me on the ground, and with her 
I hand on her bosom piteonsly moaned that the pain of that ex- 
Icraciating night was come back. She twisted herself like a woim 
I upon the Hoor ; and I had to summon all my composure, that I 
L niight remember and apply such means of remedy for mind and 
I body as were known to me.' " 

" It is a painfiil predicament you put me in," cried Wilhelm, 

"by impressing me so vividly with tho feeling of my manifold 

I injastice towards this unhappy and beloved being, at the very 

I momeat when I am again to meet her. If she is to see me, why 

I do you deprive me of the courage to appear'with freedom ? And 

I bIuUI I confess it to you ? Since her mind is so affected, I per- 

I ccive not how my presence can be advantageous to her. If you, 

aa ftp hysician, are persuaded that this double longing has so un- 

dennined her being as to threaten death, why should I renew her 

Borrows by my presence, and perhaps accelerate her end ?" 

■' My friend," replied the Doctor, "where we cannot cure, it 
I is our duty to alleviate ; and how much the presence of a loved 
I object tends to take from the imagination its destructive power, 
Lbow it changes au impetuous longing to a peaceful loolong, I 
I could prove by the most eouvincing instances. Everything in 
I floeMure and with purpose ! For, in other cases, this same pre- 
3 may rekindle an affection nigh extinguished. But do you 
i go and see the child; behave to her with kindness, and let us 
I wait the consequence." 

Natalia, at this moment coming back, bade Wilhelm follow her 
I to Mignon. " She appeal's to feel quite happy with the boy," 
I obaerved NataUa, " and I hope she will receive oiur friend vritb 
I cdldneES." Wilhelm followed, not without reluctance: he was 
I deeply moved by what he had been hearing; he feared a stormy 
B of passion. It was altogether the reverse that happened on 
I hifl entrance. 

Mignon, dressed in long white women's-olothes, with her brown 
copiouB hah partly knotted, partly clustering out in locks, was 
I with tho boy Felix on her lap, and pressing him against 
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her heart. She looked like a departed spirit, he lite life itself: 
it Beemed as if Heaven and Earth were clasping one another. 
She held oat her hand to Wilhelm with a smOe, and said : " I 
thank thee for brioginf; back the child to me : they Lad taken 
Hm away, I know not how, and since then I conld not live. So 
long as my heart needs anything on earth, thy Felix shall fill np 
the Toid." 

The quietness, which Mignon had displayed on meeting with 
her friend, produced no little satisfaction in the pai-ty. The 
Doctor signified that Wilhelm should go frequently and see her ; 
that in body as in mind she sbonld be kept as equable as passible. 
He himself departed, promising to retnm soon. 

Wilhelm could now obserre Natalia in her own circle : one 
would have desired nothing better than to live beside her. Her 
presence had the purest influence on the girls, and young ladies 
of various ages, who resided vfiih her in the house, or came to pay 
her visits from the neighbourhood. 

"The progress of your life," said Wilhelm once to her, "mnBt 
always have been very even; your aunt's delineation of you in 
your childhood seems, if I mistake not, still to fit. It is easy to 
see, that you never were entangled in your path. You have never 
been compelled to retrograde." 

" This I owe to my uncle and the Abbe," said Natalia, "who 
so well discriminated my prevailing turn of mind. From my 
youth upwards, I can recollect no livelier feeling than that I was 
constantly observing people's wants, aud had an irresistible desire 
to make them up. The child that had not learned to stand on its 
feet, the old man that could no longer stand on his ; the lonpng 
of a rich family for children, the inabihty of a poor one to main- 
tain their children ; each sQent wish for some particular species of 
employment, the impulse towards any talent, the natural gifts for 
many little necessaiy arts of life, were sure to strike me : my eye 
seemed formed bynature for detecting them. I saw such things, 
where no one liad directed my attention ; I seemed bom for seeing 
them alone. The charms of inanimate natm-e, to which so many 
persons are exceedingly susceptible, had no efiect upon me ; the 
charms of art, if possible, had less. My most delightinl occn- 
pation was and is, when a deficiency, a want appeared before ma 
anywhere, to set aboat devising a supply, a remedy, a help for it. 
" If I saw a poor creature in rags, the superfluous clothes I 
had noticed hanging in the wardrobes of my fiienda immediately 



occun'edto me; if I saw children wasting for want of care, I was 
snre to recollect some lady I bad foimd oppressed with tedium 
amid richea and conTeniencea : if I saw too many persons crammed 
into a narrow space, I thought they aiiould be lodged in the 
^acions cliambers of palaces and vacant houses. This modo of 
•viewing things was altogether natui'al, without the least reflec- 
that in my childhood I often made the strangest work of 
i^and more than once embarrassed people by my singular pro- 
sals. Another of my peculiarities was this, I did not leani till 
;e, and aftex many efforts, to consider money as a means of aa- 
wants: my benefits were all distributed in kind, and my 
Bimplicity, I know, was frequently the cause of langhter. None 
but the Abbe seemed to understand me ; he met me everywhere; 
be made me acquainted with myself, with these wishes, these 
tendencies, and taught mo how to satisfy them suitably." 

" Do you then," said Wilhelm, "in the education of your little 
female world employ the method of these extraordinary men? Do 
you too leave every mind to form itself? Do you too leave your 
girls to search and wander, to pursue deluaions, happily to reach 
the goal, or miserably lose themselves in error?" 

"No!" replied Natalia : " such treatment as that would alto- 
gether contradict my notions. To my mind, he who does not help 
as at the needful moment, never helps ; he who does not counsel 
at the needful moment, never counsels. I also reckon it essential 
that we lay down and continnally impress on children certain 
laws, to operate as a kind of hold in life. Nay, I could almost 
Tentnre to assert that it is better to be wrong by role, than to he 
wrong with nothing but the fitful caprices of our disposition to 
impel ua hither and thither : and in my way of viewing men, there 
always seems to be a void in their nature, which cannot be fiUed 
41^, except by some decisive and distinctly settled law." 

Yonr manner of proceeding, then," said "Wilhelm, " is en- 
different from the manner of our friends ?" 
Yea," replied Natalia: " and yon may see the unexampled 
f these men, from the fact, that they nowise disturb 
IB my practice ; but leave me on my own path, simply be- 
" 1 my own, and oven assist me in everything that I 
■e of them." 
A more minute description of Natalia's plans in managing 
children we reserve for some other opportunity. 
Mignon often asked to be of their society; and this they 
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granted her with greater readiness, as she appeared to be again 
accustoming herself to Wilhehn, to be opening her heart to him, 
and in general to have become more cheerful and contented with 
existence. Jn walking, being easily fatigued, she liked to hang 
upon his arm. " Mignon," she would say, *'now climbs and 
bounds no more ; yet she still longs to mount the summit of the 
hills, to skip from house to house, from tree to tree. How envi- 
able are the birds ; and then so prettily and socially they bqild 
their nests too !" 

Ere long it became habitual for her to invite her friend, more 
than once every day, into the garden. When Wilhelm was en- 
gaged or absent, Felix had to take his place; and if poor Mignon 
seemed at times quite loosened from the earth, there were other 
moments when she would again hold fast to father and son, and 
seem to dread a separation from them more than anything be- 
side. 

Natalia wore a thoughtful look. "We meant,'* said she, 
*' to open her tender little heart, by sending for you hither. I 
know not whether we did prudently." She stopped, and seemed 
expecting Wilhelm to say something. To him also it occurred 
that by hifi marriage with Theresa, Mignon, in the present cir- 
cumstances, would be fearfully offended : but in his uncertainty, 
he did not venture mentioning his project ; he had no suspicion 
that Natalia knew of it. 

As little could he talk with freedom, when his noble friend 
began to speak about her sister ; to praise her good qualities, and 
to lament her hapless situation. He felt exceedingly embarrassed 
when Natalia told him he would shortly see the Countess here. 
" Her husband," said she, ** has now no object but replacing 
Zinzendorf in the Community ; and by insight and activity sup- 
porting and extending that establishment. He is coming with 
his wife, to take a sort of leave ; he then purposes visiting the 
various spots where the Community have settled. They appear 
to treat him as he wishes : and I should not wonder if, in order 
to be altogether like his predecessor, he ventured, with my sister, 
on a voyage to America ; for being already well-nigh convinced 
that a little more would make a saint of him, the wish to super- 
add the dignity of martyrdom has probably enough often flitted 
through his mind." 



Chapter IV. * 

TnET had often spoken of Thtiresa, often mentioned her in 
nasBing; and Wilhehn almost eveiy time was minded to confess 
" "lat lie had oflered her liia heart and hand. A cortain feeling, 
i not able to esplain, restrained ^lim ; he paused and 
BTered, till at length Nataha, with the heavenly modest cheerful 
die she often wore, eaid tohim: "It seema, then, latlast mnat 
: silence, and force myself into your confidence ! Why, my 
', do you keep secret irom me an affair of such importance 
l> yourself, and bo closely touching my concerns ? You have 
* a my friend the offer of your hand: I do not mis uncalled 
It ibe trsnsaotion : here are my credentials ; here is the letter 
ich she writes to yon, which die sends you through my hands." 
"A letter from Theresa 1" cried ho. 

■' Yes, mein herr ! Yonr destiny is settled ; you are happy, 
t me congratulate my friend and you on yom* good fortune." 

Wilhelm spoke not, but gazed ont before him. Natalia 
>Iced at him; she saw that he was pale. " Your joy is 
ig," continued she; "it takes the form of terror, it deprives 
taa of the power to speak. My participation is not the less cor- 
1 that I show it yon in words. I hope yon will he grateful : 
r I may say, my influence on the decision of your biido has not 
I snml] : she asked me for advice ; and as it happened, by a 
r coincidence, that yon were here just then, I was enabled 
b destroy the few scruples she stiU entertained. Our messagoa 
ml swiftly to and fro: here is her determination; here is 
B eondnsion of the treaty ! And now yon shall read her other 
I. you shall have a free cleai' look into the fair heart of yonr 

Wilhelm opened the letter, which she handed hjm unsealed. 

tntaised these friendly words : 

" I am yours, as I am and as yon know me. I call yon 
1 yon arc and as I know you. What in ourselves, what 

r eomiexion wedlock changes, we shall study to adjust, by 

iDi cheerfulness and mutual goodwill. As it is no passion, 
bitt trust and ini'hnation for each other that la leading ua toge- 
ther, we rmi less risk than thousands of others. You will forgive 
me, will you uqt, if I still think often and kindly of my former 
trieiid ; in return, I will press your Fohx to my heart, as if I were 



Lis mother. If yon clioose to share my little mansion straight- 
way, we are lorA and master there, and in the mean while the 
purchase of your land might be concluded. I could wish that no 
new arrangementa were made in it without me. I conld wish at 
once to prove that I deserve the confidence which you repose in 
me. Adieu, dear, dear Friend t Beloved Bridegroom, hononred 
Husband ! Theresa clasps you to her breast with hope and joy. 
My friend will tell you more, will tell you all." 

Wilhehn, to whose mbd this sheet recalled the image of The- 
resa with the liveliest distinctness, had now recovered his com- 
posure. While reading, thoughts had rapidly alternated withiu 
his soul. With terror, he discovered in his heart the most vivid 
traces of an inclination to Natalia : he blamed himself, declaring' 
every thought of that description to be madness ; he represented 
to himself Theresa in her whole perfection ; ho again pemsed the 
letter, he grew cheerful, or rather he so far regained hia self-pos- 
session that he conld appear cheerful. Natalia handed him the 
letters which had passed between Theresa and herself: oat oi 
Theresa's we propose extracting one or two passages. 

After delineating her bridegroom in her own peculiar way", 
Theresa thus proceeded : 

" Such is the notion I have formed of the man who nowoflers 
me his hand. What he thinks of himself thou shalt see by anj 
by, in the papers he has sent me, where he altogether candidly 
draws hia own portrait ; I feel pereuaded that I shall be happy 
with him." 

" As to rank, thou knowest my ideas on this point long ago, 
Some people look on disagreement of external circumstances as e, 
fearful thing, and cannot remedy it. I wish not to persuade any 
one, I wish to act according to my own persuasion. I mean 
to set others an example, nor do I act without example. It la 
interior disagreements only that frighten me : a frame that does 
not fit what it is meant to hold ; mnch pomp and little real en- 
joyment; wealth and avarice, nobility and rudeness, youth aii< 
pedantry, poverty and ceremonies, — these are the things which 
would anniiiilate me, however it may please the world to stom] 
and rate them." _^___ 

" If I hope that we shall suit each other, the hope is chiefly 
fonnded upon this, that he resembles thee, my dear Natalia, thea 






whom I so higUy prize and reverence. Yea, he has thy noble 
Beorcbing and striving for the Better, whereby we of ourselves 
produce the Good which we suppose we find. How often have I 
blamed theo, not in silence, for treating this or that person, for 
acting in this or that case, otherwise than I should have done ! 
and yet in general the issue showed that thou wert right. ' When 
we take people,' thou wouldst say, ' merely as they are, we make 
them worse ; when we treat them as if they were what they should 
be, we improve them as far as they can be improved.' To see 
or to act thus, I know full well is not for me. Skill, order, dis- 
cipline, direction, that is my affak. I always recollect what Jamo 
said : * Theresa trains her pupils, Natalia forms them.' Nay once 
he went so far as to assert that of the three fair qualities, faith, 
love and hope, I was entirely destitute. ' Instead of faith,' said 
he, ' sho has penetration, instead of love she has steadfastness, 
instead of hope she has trust.' Indeed I will confess that till I 
knew thee, I knew nothing higher in the world than clearness and 
pradence : it was thy presence only that persuaded, animated, 
conquered mo ; to thy fair lofty soul I willingly give place. My 
friend too I honour on the same principle ; the description of 
ids life is a perpetual seeking without finding ; not empty seek- 
ing, but wondrous generous seeking ; he fancies others may give 
him what can proceed from himself alone. So, love, the clear- 
ness of my vision has not injured me, on this occasion more than 
others ; I know my husband better than he knows himself, and I 
' le him tho more. I see him, yet I see not over him ; all 
ly skill will not enable me to judge of what he can accomplish. 
"When I think of him, his image always blends itself with thine : 
I know not how I have deserved to belong to two such pereons. 
But I will deserve it, by endeavouring to do my duty, by fullUling 
it is looked for from me." 



■' If I recollect Lothario ? Vividly and daily. In the com- 

jf which in thought surrounds me, I cannot want bim for a 

0, what a pity for this noble character, related by an 

r of his youth to me, that nature baa related him to thee ! 

mch as thou, in truth, were worthier of him than I. To 

I could, I would sm'render him. Let us be to him all we 

U he find a proper wife ; and then too let us be, let us abide 
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" But what shall we aay to our frieuda ?" began Natalia. — 
" Your brother does not know of it?"- — "Not a hint; your people 
know as little : tre women have, on this occasion, managed tha 
a&ir oureelTeB. Lydia bad put some whims into Theresa'a head 
concerning Jamo and the Abbe. There are certain plans and 
secret combinations, witli the general scheme of which I am ac- 
quainted, and into which I never thought of penetrating farther. 
With regard to these, Theresa baa, tbioiigh Lydia, taken up 
some shadow of suspicion : so in this decisive step she wonld 
not snlfer any one bat me to influence her. With my brother 
it had been akeady settled, that they shonhl merely annonncs 
their marriages to one another, not giving or asking counsel on 
the subject," 

Natalia WTote a letter to her brother ; she invited Wilhelm to 
subjoin a word or two, Theresa having so desired it. They were 
jnst about to seal, when Jaruo unexpectedly sent up hia name. 
Hia reception was of course as kind as possible : he wore a sport- 
ful merry air ; he could not long forbear to tell his errand. " Z 
am come," said he, "to give you very cmious and very pleasing 
tidings : they concern Theresa, You have often blamed us, &ir 
Natalia, for troubling our heada about so many things ; but now 
you see how good it is to have one's spies in every place. Oraess, 
and let ua see your skill for once !" 

The self-complacency with which he spoke those words, the 
roguish mien with which he looked at Wilbelm and Natalia, per- 
suaded both of them that he had found their Eecret, Natalia 
answered smiling: "We are far more skilful than you think: 
before we even heard your riddle, we had put the answer te it 
down in black and white." 

With these words, she handed him the letter to Lothario; 
satisfied at having met, in this way, the little triumph and snr- 
prise be had meant for them. Jamo took the sheet with some 
astoniabmeut ; run it quickly over ; started ; let it drop from his 
hands, and stared at both hia Mends with an expression of amaae- 
ment, nay of fi.-ight, which on his countenance was rare. He epoks 
no word. 

WOhelm and Natalia were not a little struck ; Jamo slept np ' 
and down the room, " What shall I say ?" cried he : " Or shall I 
say it at all '? But it must come out ; the perplexity is not to bd 
ftVuided. So secret for secret ; surprise against surprise ! Theresa 
*3 not the daughter of her reputed mother ! The hinderanee ia ' 
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1 to prepare her for a marriage with 



Eioved : I came to asli y 
thario," 

Jamo saw the shock which he had given his fi-iends ; they 

oast their eyea npon the ground. " The present case," said he, '"is 

one of those which are worse to bear in company. What each 

^^JbRS to consider in it, he considers best in solitude : I at least re- 

^^mure an hour of leave." He hastened to the garden ; Wilhelm 

^^Ntdlowed bim mechanically, yet without approaching near. 

At the end of an hour, they were again assembled. Wilhelm 
opened the convei-sation : " Formerly," said he, " while I was hv- 
ing without plan or object, in a state of carlessness, or I may say 
^uot levity, friendship, love, affection, trust came towards me with 
^^■MAD utns, they pressed themselves upon me ; but now when I 
^^^B eeriona, destiny appears to take another course with me. This 
^BMeolution, of soliciting Theresa's hand, is probably the first that 
has proceeded altogether from myself. I laid my plan consider- 
ately ; my reason fully joined in it ; by the consent of that noble 
maiden all my hopes were crowned. But now the strangest fate 
s back my outstretched hand ; Theresa reaches hers to me, but 
1 afar, aa in a di'eam ; I cannot grasp it; and the lovely imaga 
WB me forever. So fare thee well, thou lovely image ! and all 
s of richest happiness that gathered round it !" 
r He was silent for a moment, looking out before him : Jamo 
B ftbout to speak. " Let me have another word," cried Wilhelm, 
^ftir the lot is drawing which is to decide the destiny of aU my 
At this moment I am aided and confirmed by the impression 
1 Lothario's presence made upon me at the fiiat glance, and 
iek has ever since continued with me. That man well merits 
' Bort of friendship and afi'ection ; and without sacrifices 
" phip cannot be imagined. For his sake, it was easy for me 
~B a hapless girl ; for his sake it shall be possible for me to 
B away tho worthiest bride. Return, relate the strange occur- 
B to bim, and tell him what I am prepared for." 
_ "In emergencies like thia," said Jarno, "I hold that every- 
liung is done, if one do nothing rashly. Let ns take no step till 
Lottijinu has agreed to.it. I will go to bim : wait patiently for 
iiij retiim, or for his letter." 

Ho rode away ; and left his friends in great disquiet. They had 
limif lu reconsider these events, to think of them maturely. It 
DOW first occmred to them, that they had taken Jamo's statement 
jelf, and without inqiiiring into any of the circum- 
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stsuces. Wilhelm was not altogether free from doubts : but next 
day, their astonishment, nay their bewilderment, arose still higber, 
when a messenger arriying from Theresa, broaght the following 
letter to Katalia. 

" Strange as it may seem, after all the letters I havo sent, I 
am obliged to send another, begging that thoa wooldst dispatch 
my bridegroom to me instantly. He shall be my husband, what 
plans soever they may lay to rob me of Mm, Give him the en- 
closed letter ; only not before witnesses, whoever they may be !" 

The enclosed letter was as follows : " Wliat opimon will you 
form of yoar Theresa, when yon see her all at once insisting paa- 
Bionately on a miion which calm reason alone appeared to have 
appointed ? Let nothing hinder yon from setting oat the moment 
you have read this letter. Come, my dear, dear friend ; now three 
times dearer, since they are attempting to deprive me of you." 

""Wliat is to be done?" cried Wilhelm, after he had read the 
letter. 

*'In no ease that I remember," said Natalia, after some re- 
flection, "have my heart and judgment been so dumb as in the 
present one : what to do or to adnse I know not." 

" Can it be," cried Wilhelm vehemently, " that Lothario does 
not know of it ; or if he does, that he is bnt like us, the sport of 
hidden plans ? Has Jamo, when he saw our letter, devised that 
fable on the spot ? Wonld he have told us something different, 
if we had not been so precipitate ? "SVhat can they mean ? What 
intentions can they have ? What plan can Theresa mean ? Yes, it 
mast be owned, Lothario ia begirt with secret influences and com- 
binations : I myself have found that they ai'e active, that they 
take a certain charge of the proceedings, of the destiny of several 
people, and contrive to guide them. The ulterior objects of these 
mysteries I know not ; but tbeir nearest purpose, that of snatching 
my Theresa from me, I perceive but too distinctly. On the one 
hand, this prospect ofLothario's happiness which tbej exhibit to 
me may be bnt a hollow show ; on the other hand, I see my dear, 
my honoured bride inviting me to her affection. What shall I do ? 
WTiat shall I forbear ?" 

*■ A Httle patience !" said Natalia; " a little time for thought ! 
In these singular perplexities, I know but ttiis, that what can 
never be recalled should not be done in haste. To a fable, to an 
artful plan we have steadfastness and prudence to oppose : whe- 
ther Jamo has been speaking true or false must soon appear. If 
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my brother has actually hopes of a connexion with Theresa, it 
were hard to cut him off forever from that prospect, at the moment 
when it Beems so kindly inyitrng him. Let us wait at least till we 
discover whether he himself knows anything of it, whether he be- 
lieTGs and hopes." 

These prudent counsels were eonfinned by a letter from Lo- 
thario. " I do not send Jarno," he wrote : " a line from my hand 
is more to thee than the minutest narrative in the mouth of a 
messenger. I am certain, Theresa is not the daughter of her 
reputed mother : and I cannot renounce hope of being hers, till 
she too is persuaded, and can then decide between my friend and 
me with calm consideration. Let him not leave thee, I entreat 
it ! The happiness, the life of a brother is at stake. I proutise 
thee, this uncertainty shall not be long." 

" You see how the matter stauds," said she to Wilhelm with a 
friendly air ; " give me your word of honour that yon will not 
leave the house !"' 
^ ' ' I give it ! " cried he, stretching out his hand ; "I will not 

■^fcve this house against your will. I thank Heaven, and my 
^^^ttter Genius, that on this occasion I am led, and led by you." 
^^B Natalia wrote Theresa an account of everything ; declaring 
^^B&t she would not let her friend away. She sent Lothario's 
letter also. 

Theresa answejed: "I wonder not a little that Lothario is 
tnself convinced : to his sister he would not feign to this extent. 

I vexed, greatly vexed. It is better that I say no more. But 

II come to thee, so soon as I have got poor Lydia settled : they 
j treating her cmelly. I fear we are all betrayed, and shall be 
KlKtrayed that we shall never reach the truth. If my friend 

1 of my opinion, he would give thee the slip after all, and 

nw himself into the arms of his Theresa, whom none shall take 

lay from him. But I, as I dread, shall lose him, and not regain 

, From the latter they are taking Lydia, by showing him 

r off the prospect of obtaining me. I will say no more : the 

iglement will grow still deeper. "Whether, in the mean time, 

6 beautiful relations to each other may not be so pushed aside, 

» imdermined and broken down, that when the darkness passes 

bT, the mischief shall no longer admit of remedy, time will show. 

If my friend do not tear himself away, in a few days I myself will 

come and seek him out beside thee, and hold him fast. Thou 

EanLTvelest how this passion can have gained the mastery of thy 



Theresa. It is no passion, but convi'-tioii ; it is a belief that since 1 
Lothario can never be mine, this Dew friend nill make me happy. 
Tell him so, in the name of thelil'^Ieboy that sat with him under- 
neath the oak, and thanked him for his sympathy. Tell it him in 
the name of Theresa, who met his offers with a hearty opeimesB. 
Mj first dream of liying with Lothario has wandered far away 
from my sonl ; the dream of Uving with my other friend is yet 
wholly present to me. Do they hold me so hght, as to think that'_ 
it were easy to exchange the former with the latter?" J 

"I depend on yon," said Natalia to Wilhebn, handing him thai 
letter: "yon will not leave me. Consider that the comfort ofm^l 
life is in ynur hands. My being is so intimately bound and inter- 
woven with my brother's, that he feels no sorrow which I do not 
feel, no joy which does not likewise gladden me. Nay, I may 
truly say, through him alone I have experienced that the heart I 
can be affected and exalted ; that in the world there may he jojij 
love and an emotion which contents the soul heyond its utn 
want." 

She stopped ; Wilhelm took her hand, and cried : " ooa>l 
tinuc ! This is the time for a true mutual disclosnre of a 
thoughts ; it never was more necessary for ns to he well sea 
qnainted with each other." 

"Yes, my friend !" said she, smiling, with her qniet, 
indescribable dignity ; ' ' perhaps it is not out of season, if I tel 
yoH that the whole of what so many hooks, of what the wotn 
holds up to us and names love, has always seemed to me a fable." 

"You have never loved?" cried Wilhelm. 

" Never, or always !" said Natalia. 
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Dltrisg this conversation, they kept walking up and do\Tn iliflJ 
garden, and Natalia gathei-ed various flowers of singulnr formSiJ 
entirely unknown to Wilhelm, who began to ask theii- names, i 
occupy himself about them. 

" You know not," said Nataha, " for whom I have been plnok- ' 
ing these ? I intend them for my uncle, whom we are to visit. 
Tiie sun is shining even now so bright on the Hall of the Past, I 
must lead you in, this moment ; and I never go to it, without a 
few of the tlowers whi^h my ancle liked particularly, in my band. 
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3 was a peculiar man, susceptible of very strange impreBsiona. 
: certain plants and animals, for certain neighbourhoods and 
rsoDS, nay for certain sorts of minerals, he had an especial love, 
ihicb he was rarely able to explain. ' Had I not,' he would often 
' from youth, withstood myself, and striven to form my judg- 
mt upon wide and general piinciples, I had been the narrowest 
Bid moat intolerable parson living. For nothing can be more in- 
[derable than circumBcribed pecnliarity, in one from whom a pure 
and suitabla activity might he required.' And yet he was obUgod 
to oonfess, that life and breath would almost leave him, if he did 
not now and then indulge himself, not from time to time allow 
himself a brief and passionate enjoyment of what he conld not 
always praise and jnstiiy. ' It is not my fault,' said he, ' if I have 
notbrouglit my inclinations and myreason into perfect harmony.' 
On such occasions he would joke with me, and say : ' Natalia may 
be looked npon as happy while she Uvea : hej- nature asks nothing 
Trhich the vporld does not wish and use.' " 

So speaking, they arrived again at the house. Natalia led 
him tlirough a spacious passage, to a door, before which lay two 
granite Sphinxes. The door itself was in the Egyptian fashion, 
somewhat narrower above than below ; and its brazen leavos pre- 
pared one for a Berious or even a gloomy feeling. Wilhehn was 
in consequence agi^eeably surprised, when his expectatiou issued 
ia a sentiment of pure cheerful soronity, as he entered a hall, 
where art and life took away all recollection of death and the 
grave. In the walls all round, a series of proportionable ai'ohes 
had been hollowed out, and lai-ge sarcophagusea stood in them: 
among the piilara in the intervals between them, smaller open- 
ings might be seen, adorned with urns and similar vessels. The 
remaining spaces of the waUs and vaulted roof were regularly 
divided ; and between bright and variegated borders, within gar- 
lands and other ornaments, a multitude of oheerfU and signifioant 
figures had been painted, upon grounds of different sizes. The 
body of the edifice was covered with that fine yellow marble, 
ich passes into reddish; clear blue stripes of a chemical sub- 
Dice happily imitating lapis-lazuli, while they satisiie I tlie eye 
"x oontrast, gave unity and combination to the whole. All this 
> and decoration showed itself in the chastest architectural 
; and thns every one who entered felt as if esaltod above 
elf, while the coiipemting products of aii, for the first time, 
t him what man is and what he may become. 
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Opposite the door, on a stately sarcophagus, lay a marble I 
figure of a noble -looking man, reclined upon a pillow. He held I 
n, roll before bim ; and seemed to look at it with still attention. I 
It was placed so that you could read with ease the words which I 
stood there : Think of living. 1 

Natalia took away a withered bunch of flowers, and laid the 
fresh one down before the figure of her uncle. For it was her 1 
uncle whom the marble represented : Wilhelm thought he recog- ' 
nised the features of the venerable gentleman, whom he had seen, 
when Ijing wounded in the green of the forest. " Here he and I 
passed many an boor," said Natalia, "while the hall was getting 
ready. In his latter years, he had gathered several skilful artists 
round him ; and his chief delight was to invent or aupeiintend. i 
the drawings and cartoons for these pictures." 

Wilhebn coiild not satisiy himself T\'ith looking at the objects ■ 
which Buri'ouuded him. "What a life," eselaimed he, "in this 
Hall of the Past ! One might with equal justice name it Hall 
of Ihe Present and the Future. Such all were, such all will be. 
There is nothing transitory but the individual who looks at and 
enjoys it. Here, this figure of the mother pressing her infant to j 
her bosom will survive many generations of happy mothers. Cen- ' 
tnriea henee, perhaps some father will take pleasure in contem- 
plating this bearded man, who has laid aside his seriousness, and 
is playing with his son. Thus shamefaced wiU the bride sit for 
ages, and amid her silent, wishes, need that she be comforted, that j 
she be spoken to ; thus impatient will the bridegroom listen on | 
the threshold whether he may enter." I 

The figures WUhelm was surveying with such rapture were of I 
almost boundless number and yariety. From the fii'st jocund im- I 
pulse of the child, merely to employ its every limb in sport, up to I 
the peacefiil sequestered earnestness of tlie sage, you might, in I 
fair and living order, see delineated how man possesses no capa- I 
city or tendency without employing and enjoying it. From the I 
first soft conscious feeling, when the maiden lingers in pulling np I 
her pitcher, and looks with satisfaction at her image in the clear I 
fountain, to those high solemnities when kings and nations in- I 
voke the Gods at the altar to witness their aUiances, all was I 
depicted, all was forcible and full of meaning. I 

It was a world, it was a heaven, that in this abode surrounded I 
the spectator ; and beside the thoughts which those poUslied forma I 
suggested, beside the feelings they awoke, there still seemed some- 1 
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tiimg farther to be present, sometliing by which the whole man felt 
himself laid hold of. WUhelm too obseiTed this, though unable to 
account for it. "What is this," exclaimed he, " which, independ- 
ently of all signification, without any sympathy that human inci- 
dents and fortunes may inspire ns with, acts on me so strongly 
and so gracefully ? It speaks to me from the whole, it speaks 
from every part ; though I have not fully understood the former, 
though I do not specially apply the latter to myself! What en- 
chantment breathes from these surfaces, these lines, these heights 
and breadths, these masses and colours ! What is it that makes 
these figures so dehghtful, even when slightly viewed, and merely 
in the light of decorations ? Yes, I feel it : one might tarry here, 
might rest, might view the whole, and be happy ; and yet feel and 
think something altogether different from aught that stood before 
his eyes." 

And certainly if we were able to describe how happily the 
whole was subdivided, how everything determined by its place, 
by combination or by contrast, by miiformity or by variety, ap- 
peared exactly as it should have done, producing an effect as per- 
fect as distinct, we should transport the reader to a scene, from 
which be would not be in haste to stir. 

Four large marble candelabra rose in the coraers of the haD ; 
four smaller ones were in the midst of it, oi-ound a very beautifully 
worked sarcophagus, which, judging from its size, might once have 
held a young person of middle stature. 

Natalia paused beside this monument ; she laid her hand npon 
it as she said : " My worthy uncle bad a great attachment to this 
fine antique. ' It is not,' he would often aay, ' the first blossoms 
alone that drop ; such you can keep above, in these little spaces ; 
but frnits also, which, hanging on their twigs, long give us the 

ist hope, whilst a secret worm is prepaiing their too early 

less and their quick decay.' I fear," continued she, "his 

s have been prophetic of that dear little girl, who seems 
ithdrawing gradually from our cures, and bending to this peace- 
ftj dwelling." 

As they were about to go, Natalia stopped aud said : " There 
is something still which merits your attention. Observe these 
half-round openings aloft on both sides. Here the choir can 
»Und concealed while singing ; these iron ornaments below the 
cornice serve for fastcning-on the tapesfcty, which, by order of 
uiy uncle, must be hung round at every burial. Music, par- 
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iicululy song, ivas a pleasure lie could not live without : and it 
was one of his pecnliEwities tliat ho wished the singer not to be in 
view. 'Ill this resiieet,' he would say, 'they spoil ne at the 
theatre ; the mnsic there is, as it were, subservient to the eye ; 
it accompanies movements, not emotions. In oratorios and con- 
cetti, the form of the musician constantly disturbs us : true music 
is intended for the car alone ; a fine voice is the most universal 
thing that can he figured ; and while the narrow individual that 
uses it presents him self before the eye, he cannot fail to trouble 
the effect of that pure univeraolity. The person whom I am to 
speak with, I must see, beeanse it is a sohtaij man, whoae form 
and character gives worth or worthleasness to what he says : bat, 
on the other hand, whoever sings to me must be invisible ; his 
form must not confuse me, or corrupt myjudgaieut. Here, it is 
hut one human organ spealtinff to another ; it is not spirit speak- 
ing to spirit, not a thousandfold world to the eye, not a beftTen 
to the roan." On the same principles, in respect of instrumenttf 
music, he Ter[uired that the orchestra should as much as possible 
be hid ; because by the mechanical exertions, hy the mean and 
awkward gestures of the performers, our feelings ore so muoh 
dispersed and perplexed. Accordingly he always used to shilt 
his eyes while hearing music ; thereby to conceutrate hifi whole 
being on the single pure enjoyment of the ear." 

They were about to leave the Eall, when they heard "the 
children running hastily along the passage, and Fe]ix crying: 
"No, I! No, I!" 

TUognon ruahed in at the open door : she was foremost, hut 
out of breath, and could not speak a word, Felix, still at some 
distance, shouted out : " Mamma Theresa is come !" The chil- 
dren hud rim a race, as it seemed, to bring the news. Mignon 
was lying in Nataha's arms, her heart was heating fiercely. 

" Naughty child," said Natalia ; " art thou not forbidden Tie- 
lent motions ? See how thy heart is beating !" 

"Let it break!" said Mignon with a deep sigh : "it has best 
too long." 

They had scarcely composed themselves from this surprise, 
this sort of consternation, when Theresa entered. She flew to 
Natalia ; chispad her and Mignon in her arms. Then turoiu^ 
ronnd to Wilhelm, she looked at him with her clear eyes, and 
said : " Well, my fi-iend, how is it with you ? Yon have 
not let them cheat you?" He made a step towards her; she 
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; to him, and hung upon his neck. "0 my Theresa I" 
iedbe. 

" My friend, my love, my husband ! Yea, forever thine !" cried 
she, amid the warmest kieseB. 

Felix pulled her by the gown, and cried : *' Jfamma Theresa, 
I am here too !" Natalia stood, and looked before her : Mignon 
on a sudden clapped her left hand on her hea.rt ; and stretching 
oat the right arm violently, fell n-ith a, shriek at Natalia's feet, as 
dead. 

The fright was great : no motion -of tbe heart or piilao waa to 
be traced. Wilhelm took her on his arm, and hastily carried her 
away; the body hung lax OTer his shoulders. The presence of 
the Doctor waa of small avail : he and the young Surgeon, whom 
we know already, strove in vain. The dear little creature could 
not be recalled to life, 

Natalia beckoned to Theresa : the latter took her friend by the 
Lund and led him from the room. He was dumb, not uttering a 
word ; he durst not meet her eyes. He sat down with her upon 
the sofa, where he had first found Nataha. He thought with 
great rapidity along a aeries of fateful incidents, or rather he did 
not think, but let his soul be worked on by the thonghte which 
would not leave it. There are momenta in life, when past events, 
like winged shuttles, dart to and fro before us, and by their inees- 
aaut movements weave a web, which wo ourselves, in a greater or 
a lens degree, have spun and put upon the loom. "My friead, 
mj love!" said Theresa, bi'eaking silence, as she took him by 
tlie hand: "Let us stand together firmly in this honx, as we 
perhaps shall often have to do in similar hours. These are occut- 
rcncea, which it takes two united hearts to suSer. Think, my 
Mend, feel that thou art not alone ; show that thou lovest thy 
Theresa by imparting thy sorrows to her I" She embraced him, 
ftod drew Mm softly to her bosom : he clasped her in his arms 
and pressed her strongly towards him, " The poor child," cried 
hft, '" tised in momrnful moments to seek shelter and protection in 
my unstable bosom : let the stability of thine assist me in this 
lieavy horn." They held each other fast ; he felt her heart beat 
ogsiiist Ilia breast ; bwt in his spirit all was desolate and void ; 
only til* figures of Mignon and Natalia flitted like shadows across 
the waste of his imagination. 

Natalia entered. "Give ns thy blessing!" cried Theresa: 
"Let an, in this melancholy moment, be anitod before thee!" 
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WiUielm Imd hid face upon Theresa's neek : he was bo far re- 
lieved that he conld weep. He did not hear Natalia come; he 
did not Beo her; but at the soand of her voice Ms tears redoubled; 
"What God has joined I will not part," she answered, smiling j 
"bat to unite you is not in my power; nor am I gratified to see 
that Borrow and sympathy seem altogether to have banished froia 
your hearts the recollection of my brother." At these words, Wil- 
helm started from Theresa's arms. " WTiither are you going?" 
cried the ladies. "Let me see the child," said he, "whom I have 
killed ! Misfortune when we look upon it with our eyes is smaller 
than when our imagination sinks the evil down into the receasea 
of the soul. Let us ^iew the departed angel ! Her serene coun- 
tenance will say to us that it is well with her." As his fiienda 
could not restrain the agitated youth, they followed him ; but thd 
worthy Doctor with the Surgeon met them, and prevented theia 
from coming near the dead. "Keep away from this monmlid 
object," said he; " and allow me, so far as I am able, to give Bom0 
continuance to these remains. On this deax and singular being 1 
will now display the beautiful art not only of embalming bodiest 
but of retaining in them a look of life. As I foresaw her dea^; 
the preparations are already made ; with these helps I shall nn 
doubtedly succeed. Give me but a few days, and ask not to se< 
the child again till I have brought her to the Hall of the Past." 

The young Surgeon had in his hands that well-known case o 
instruments. " From whom can he have got it ?" AVilhelm asked 
the Doctor. "I know it very well," replied Natalia : "he has it' 
from his father, who dressed your wounds when we found you in* 
the forest." 

" Then I have not been mistaken ! I recognised the band si 
once !" cried Wilhelm. " get it for me ! It was this that first 
gave me any hint of my unknown benefactress. "What weal 
woe will such a thing survive ! Beside how many sorrows ha| 
this band already been, and its threads still hold togethei" ! Hon 
many men's last moments has it witnessed, and its colours a 
not yet faded 1 It was near me in one of the fairest hours of my 
existence, when I lay wounded on the ground, and jour helpfii 
form appeared before me, and the child whom we are now lament 
ing sat with its blooSy hair, busied with the tenderest care to 
save my life !" 

It was not long that our friends could converse about this sa^ 
occurrence ; that Theresa could iuijuire about the child, and tho 
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ISO of its unexpected death : for strangers were an- 
QODnced; who, on making their appearance, proved to be well- 
kuown strangers. Lothario, Jarno and the Abbe entered. Natalia 
met her brother; among the rest, there was a momentary silence. 
Theresa, smiling on Lothario, said : " Yon scarcely expected to 
find me here ; of course, it would not have been advisable that we 
should visit one another at the present time : however, after such 
an absence, take my cordial welcome." 

Lothario took her hand, and answered : " K we are to suffer 
and renounce, it may as well take plaee in the presence of the ob- 
ject whom we love and mah for. I desire no influence on jour 
determination ; my confidence in your heart, in your understand- 
ing and clear sense, is still so great, that I willingly commit to 
your disposal my fate and that of my friend." 

The conversation turned immediately to general, nay we may 
B8J, to trivia! topics. The company soon separated into single 
pails, for walking, NataHa was with her brother; Theresa with 
the Abbe ; our friend was left with Jorno in the Castle. 

The appearance of the guests at the moment when a heavy 
sorrow was oppressing Wilhelm, had, instead of dissipating his 
attention, ii-ritated him and made him worse : he was fretful and 
suspicious, and mmble or uncareful to conceal it, when Jamo qnes- 
tioned him about his sulky silence. " What is the use of saying 
more?" cried Wilhelm, " Lothario with his helpers is come : and 
it were strange if those mysterious watchmen of the tower, who 
are constantly so busy, did not now exert their influence on us, to 
eOfct I know not what strange pui-pose. So far as I havo known 
these saintly gentlemen, it seems to be in every case their laud- 
able endeavour to separate the united, and to unite the separated. 
What sort of web their weaving will produce, may probably to mi- 
toly oyoH be forever a riddle." 

" You are cross and bitter," said the other; " that is as it 
should be. Would you get into a proper passion, it were atill 
I»otter.'' 

" That too might come about," said Wilhelm i "I fear much 
aasae of you are in the mind to load my patience, natural and ac- 
(niied, beyond what it will bear." 

" In thu mean time," said the other, " till we see what is to be 
the issue of the matter, I conld like to tell you somewhat of the 
tower, which you appear to view with such mistrust," 

* It stands with you," said "Wilhelm, " whether you will risk 
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yovT eloquence on as attentum so disbactei. Xy wnai ia a 
engaged at present, th&t I know not vhetha I evi tAe s fnfa 
interest in these very dignified adientuns." 

" Yonr pleasing bamoar sfaall not famder njc," nnj Jara^ 
" from explaining this aftair to von. Yon iteckiai me a elenr ti- 
low ; I want to make yon reckon job md booest c 
more, on Hue occasion I am bidden speak." — " I 
Wilhelm, " that yon did it of joniself, and witn an heoest 
to inform me ; bat as I cannot bear witbont sos^atm, 
shoold I beat at all?" — "If I haye n<rtbiag better to 
Jamo, " than tell yon stories, yon too have time te fisfa 
and to this yon may perhaps feel more inclined, wfam f 
yon, that all yon satv in tbe tower was l>iit the relics (rfa vmtt- 
ful undertaking, in regard to which tbe greater part of the iaiiiatel 
were once in deep earnest, thongb aR of them now view it wifh a 
smile." 

" So, with these pompons signs and words, yon do bnt mo^?" 
cried Wilhelm. " With a solemn air, you lead ns to a place ifi- 
spiring reveience by its aspect ; yon make the strangest viaons 
pasB before us ; you give us rolls full of glorious mystic apopb- 
thegms, of which in tratb we understand but little; yon disclose 
to UB, that hitherto we have been pnpils; yon solemnly pronounce 
«B free ; and we are just as wise as we were," — " Have you not 
the parchment by yon ?" said tbe other. ' ' It contains a deal of 
sense : those genera! apophthegms were not picked np at random ; 
though they socm obscure and empty to a man without esperienoes 
to recollect while reading them. But give me the Indenture as 
we call it, if it is at hand."—" Quite at band," cried Wilhehn; 
" such an amulet well merits being worn upon one's breast." — 
" Well," said Janio, smiling, "who knows whether the conteilts 
of it may not one day find place in your head and heart?" 

He opened the Roll, and glanced over the first half of It. 
" This," said he, " regards the cultivation of our gifts for art and 
science; of which let others speak: the second treats of life; here 
I am more at home." 

He then began to read passages, speaking between whHas, 
and connecting them with his remarks and nairative. "34si 
taate of youth for secrecy, for ceremonies, for imposing words, is 
extraordinary; and frequently bespeaks a certain depth of dia- 
racter. In those years, we wish to feel our whole nature seized 
and moii'od, even though it he but vaguely and darkly. The 
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■tb who happens to have lofty aspirations and foreoastings, 
1 that eecret« yield bim ninch, that he mnst depend much 
on secrets, and effect much by means of them. It was with such 
yiews that the Abbe favoured a certain Society of young men; 
partly according to his principle of aiding every tendency of na- 
ture, partly out of habit and inclination ; for in former times he 
had himself been joined to an association, which appears to have 
accomjdished many things in secret. For this bneiness I was 
least of all adapted. I was older than the rest ; from youth I 
Lad thought clearly ; I wished in all things notiiing more than 
claamess ; I felt uo interest in men, but to know them as they 
were. With the same taste I gradually infected all the best of 
onr associates ; and this circumstance had almost given a false 
direction to our plan of cultui-e. For wo now began to look at 
nothing but the errors and the narrowness of others, and to 
think ourselves a set of highly-gifted peraonDges, Here the 
Abbij came to our assistance : be taught us, that we never should 
inspect the conduct of men, unless we at the same time took an 
iDterest in improving it ; and that through action only could we 
ever be in a condition to inspect and watch oursdves. He ad- 
vised us, however, to retain the primary forms of the Society : 
hextee there was still a sort of law in om* proceedings ; the first 
mystiB impressions might be traced in the constitntion of the 
whole. At length, as by a practical similitude, it took the form 
of a corporate trade, whose business was the arts. Hence came 
Uie names of Apprentices, Assistants, and Masters. We wished 
to Bee with oiu own eyes, and to form for ourselves a special re- 
uord of oiu own experience in the world. Hence those numerous 
canfessions, which in part we ourselves wrote, in part made 
athfiTE write; and out of which the BeveiaX Apprcuticuships were 
kftcrwnrds compiled. The formation of his character is not the 
dtidf ttoncom with every man. Many merely wish to find a sort 
of racipc for comfort, directions for acquiring riches, or whatever 
good they aim at. All such, when they would not be instructed 
in ibeir proper duties, we were wont to mystify, to treat with 
juggleries and every sort of hocus-pocus, and at length to shove 
Blddi<. We advanced none to the rank of Masters, hut such us 
elttu'ly felt and recognised the purpose they were horn for, and 
bad got enough of practice to proceed along their way with a cer- 
tain cheerfuInesB and ease." 

"In my case, then," ciied Williclm, "your ceremony hoa 
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been very prematoie ; for since the day when you pronounced me 
free, what I can, will, or shall do, has been more unknown to ma 
than ever." — " We are not to blame for this perplexity ; perhaps 
good fortune will dehver us. In the mean time listen : ' He in I 
whom there is much to be developed wiU be later in acquiring I 
tmo perceptions of himself and of the world. There are few who | 
at once have Thought and the capacity of Action. Thought ex- | 
pands, but lames ; Action animates, but narrows.' " 

" I beg of you," cried Wilhelm, " not to read me any more 
of that aurpriaing stuff. These phrases have sufficiently confused 
me before."—-" I will stick by my story, then," said Jamo, half 
rolling up the parchment, into which, however, he kept casting ■ 
frequent glances. "I myself have been of less service to tie | 
cause of our Society and of my fellow-men than any other mem- I 
ber, I am but a bad schoolmaster; I cannot beai- to look on J 
people making awkward trials ; when I see a person wandering 4 
from his path, I feel constrained to call to him, although it wet&l 
a night-walker going straight to break his neck. On this point, £ 
I had a continual straggle with the Abbe, who maintains thatl 
eiTor can never be cured except by erring. About you, too, we* 
often argued. He had taken an especial liking to you ; and it i» I 
saying something to have caught so much of his attention. For T 
me, you must admit, that every time we met, I told you just tha ■ 
naked truth." — "Certainly, yoa spared me very little," said the , 
other, "and I think you still continue faithfiU to your prinra- 1 
pies." — -"What is the use of sparing," answered Jamo, " w' 
a young man of many good endowments is taking a quite falsdfl 
direction?" — "Pardon me," saidWilbeho, " you htt\-e rigorously^ 
enough denied me any talent for the stage ; I confess to you, 
that though I have entirely renounced the art, I cannot think 
myself entirely incapable." — "And with me," said Jamo, 
is well enough decided, that a person who can only play himself 
is no player. Whoever cannot change himself, in temper and u 
form, into many forms, does not deserve the name. Thus you, 
for example, acted Hamlet and some other characters e:ctremely 
well; because in these, your form, yoar disposition and the tem- 
per of the moment suited. For an amateur theatre, for any 
one who saw no other way before him, this would perhaps have 
answered well enough. But," continued Jamo, looking on the 
roll, " 'we should guard against a talent which we cauuot hope 
to practise in perfection. Improve it as we may, we shall always 
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in tlia end, when the merit of the master has become apparent to 
118, painfally lament the loss of time and strength devoted to such 
l^ fcotehing.' " 

■' Do not read !" cried WUheha ; "I entreat you earnestly ; 

)eak on, tell, inform me ! So the Abbe aided me in Hamlet : 

provided me a Ghost ?" — " Yes ; for he asserted that it was 

iie only way of curing yoo, if yon were curable. " — '* Aud on this 

xomit he left the vei, and bade me fly?" — "Yes, he hoped 

that having fairly acted Hamlet, your desire of acting would he 

satiated. He maintained that you would never go upon the 

stage again : I believed the contrary, and I was right. "We 

Jirgned on the subject, that very evening when the play was 

irer."— "You saw me act, then?" — "I did indeed."^" And 

who was it that played the Ghost ?"— " That I cannot tell you ; 

(ither the Abbe or his twin brother ; hut I think the latter, for 

i a little taller." — "You have secrets from each other, 

bea ?"■ — " Friends may and must hai^e secrets from each other ; 

ntt they are not secrets to each other." 

"The very thought of that perplexity perplexes me. Let 
tie understand the man, to whom I owe so many thanks as well 
"e such reproaches." 

"What gives him such a value in our estimation," answered 
J^ltmo, " what in some degree secures him the dominion over all 
f OS, 13 the free sharp eye that nature Las bestowed on him for 
H the powers which dwell in man, and are susceptible of cnlti- 
ntion, each according to its kind. Most men, even the most 
xjmplished, are but limited : each prizes certain properties in 
[iotfaeTS and himself; these alone he favours, these alone will he 
have cultivated. Directly the reverse is the procedure of oui' 
Abho : for every gift he has a feeling ; every ^ft he dolighta to 
recognise and forward. But I must look into my roll again ! 
' It is all men that make up mankind; all powers taken together 
that make up the world. These are frequently at variance : and 
BS they endeavour to destroy each other. Nature holds them 
together, and again produces them. From the first animal 
tcndenijy to handicraft attempts, up to the bighest practising of 
intellectual art ; from the inarticulate crowings of the happy 
infant, up to the poHshed utterance of the orator and singer ; 
from tlie first bickerings of boys up to tho vast equipments by 
which countries are conquered and retained; from the shghtest 
Jtiudliness and the most transitory love, up to the fiercest passion 
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and tlie most earnest coTenant; from the merest per«eplion of 
sensible presence, np to the faintest presentiments and hopes of 
the remotest spiritual future ; all this and much more also lies 
in man, and must he eoitiTated : yet not in one, but in many. 
Every gift is valuahle, and ought to be unfolded. When one 
enconrages the beautiful alone, and another encourages the use- 
ful alone, it takes thom both to form a man. The uaefU era- 
coon^ea itself; for the multitude produce it, and no one eaa 
dispense with it : the beautiful must be encouraged ; for few ct 
set it forth, and many need it.' " 

"Hold! hold!" cried Wilhelm : "I have read it all.' 
"Yet a line or two !" said Jamo : " Here ia our worthy AW 
to a hairsbreadth : ' One power rules another ; none can culti- 
vate another: in each endowment, and not elsewhere, lies the 
force which must complete it : this many people do not nndw- 
stand, who yet attempt to teach and influence."' — ■" Itoo do 
understand it," answered Wilhelm. — *' Yon will often hear 
Abbe_ preach on this text ; and, therefore, ' Let us merely keej^ 
a clear and steady eye on what is in ourselves ; on what endow- 
ments of our own we mean to cultivate ; let ns be just to others ; 
for we ouiseltes arc only to be valued, in sofaraa wo can value.'" 
— "For Heaven's sake, no more of these wise saws! I feel 
them to be hut a soi-ry balsam for a wounded heart. Tell m* 
rather, with yom- cruel settledness, what you expect of me, how 
and in what manner you intend to sacrifice me." — "For eveiy 
such suspicion, I assure you, you ivill afterwards beg our pardbn. 
It 13 your affair to ti-y and choose ; it is ours to aid you. A 
man ia never happy till his vagne striving has itself marked oat 
its proper limitation. It is not to ma that you must look, but 
riro the Abbe : it is not of yourself that you must think, but of 
Livhat surrounds you. Thus, for instance, learn to understand 
Lothario's superiority ; how his quick and comprehensive vision 
is inseparably united with activity ; how he constantly advanees; 
how he expands his influence, and carries every one along with 
him. Wherever he may be, he bears a world about with him : 
his presence animates and kindles. Observe our good Physimaii, 
on the other hand ! His nature seems to be directly the revinse. 
If the former only works upon the general whole, and at a dist- 
ance, the latter turns his piercing eye upon the things that are 
beside him ; he rather furnishes the means for being active, than 
himself diaphiys or stimulates activity. Hia conduct is exaoUy 
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KoondTict of a good domestic manager; he ia busied 
vhile he provides for each in his peculiar sphere ; liia 
knowledge is a constant gELlhering and expending, a taking in and 
gi-ring ont on the Bmal! scale. Perhaps Lothario in a single day 
might overturn what the other had for years heen employed in 
tnilding up : hut perhaps Lothario also might impart to others, 
in a moment, strength sufficient to restore a hundredfold what 
he Bad overturned." — " It is but a sad employment," answered 
"Wilhelm, " to contemplate the sublime advantages of others, at 
a moment when we are at variance with ourselves. Such con- 
templations suit the man at ease; not liim whom passion and 
■moertointy arc agitating." — "Peacefully and reasonably to con- 
template ia at no time hurtful," answered Jarno : " and while we 
QSQ ourselves to think of the adyantoges of others, our own mind 
tcmea insensibly to imitate them; and every false activity, to 
vliich onr fancy was alluring us, is then willingly abandoned. 
Free your mind, if you can, from all suspicion and anxiety. 
Here comes the Abbe : be coorteoua towards him, till you have 
learned still farther what you owe him. The rogue ! There he 
goes between Natalia and Theresa ; I coidd bet he is contriving 
something. As in general he likes to act the part of Destiny a 
p little ; so he does not fail to show a taste for making matches, 
kvben he finds uu opportimity." 

Wilhelm. whose angry and fretful humour all the placid pra- 

wifieot words of Jarno had not bettered, thought his Mend exceed- 

■■■11^7 indelicate for mentioning marriage at a moment like the 

int; he answered with a smile indeed, but a rather bitter 

"I thought the taste for making matches hod been left to 

3 that had a taste for one another." 



CaiPTEn Yl. 

The company had met again ; the conversation of om' friends 
was necessarily interrupted. Ere long a cornier was announced, as 
wishing to deliver with his own hand a letter to Lothario. The 
man was introdnced : ho had a vigorous sufBcient look ; his Every 
was rich and handsome. Wilhelm thought he knew him : nor was 
he mistaken ; for it was the man whom he had sent to seek Phi- 
lina and the fiincied Mariana, and who never came back. Oui- 
fciend was about to addi'ess him, when Lothario, who had read 
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tile letter, asked the conrier with a serious, almost angry tone 
" What is your master's name ?" 

"Of all questions," said the other with a pmdeut air, "this is 
the one which I am least prepared to answer. I hope the letter 
will communicate the necessary information : verbally I have beeiv 
charged with nothing." 

"Beit as it will," replied Lothario with a smile; "since joi 
master puts such trust in me as to indite a letter so exceediiigl 
facetious, he shall be welcome to na."— "He will not keep yi 
long waiting for him/' said the conrier with a bow, and witi 
drew. 

" Do hat hear the distracted stupid message," said Lothariiti 
" ' As of all guests, Good Humour is believed to be the raoS 
agreeable wherever he appears, and as I always keep that gentle 
man beside mo by way of travelling companion, I feel perauadei 
that the visit I intend to pay your noble Lordship wUl not b 
taken ill ; on the contrary, I hope the whole of your iUnstrion 
family will witness my arrival with complete satisfaction ; and ii 
due time also my departure ; being always, et cetera, Count C 
Snailfoot.' " 

" 'Tis a new family," said the Abbe. 

"A ^icaiiat count, perhaps," said Jarno. 

" The secret is easy to unriddle," said Natalia: " I irager i 
is none hut brother Friedricb, who has threatened us with a 
ever since my uncle's death," 

" Kight! fair and skilful sister!" cried a voice from the 
est thicket ; and immediately a pleasant, cheerful youth stept 
ward. "Wilhelm could scarcely restrain a cry of wonder. "How?' 
exclaimed he : " Does our feir-haired knave, too, meet me here?' 
Friedrich looked attentively, and recognising Wilhelm, cried: "L 
truth it would not have astonished me so much to have beheli 
the famous Pyi'amids, which still stand fast in Egypt, or the gra' 
of King Mausolus, which, as I am told, does not exist, here plocd 
before me in my uncle's garden, as to find you in it, my i " 
Mend, and frequent benefactor. Accept my best and heartji 
service !" 

After he had kissed and complimented the whole circle, 
again sprang towards Wilhelm, crying: " Use him well, this hero, 
this leader of armies, and dramatical philosopher! When we be- 
came acquainted first, I dressed his hair indifferently, I may say 
execrably; yet he afterwards saved me from a pretty load of blows. 
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Hte is magnanimoua as Sclpio, mimtflcent as Alexander ; at times 
Be is in loyc, yet ho never hates his rivals. Far &om heaping 
KoalB of fire on the heads of his enemies, — a piece of serrico, I am 
Bold, which we can do for any one, — he rather, when hia friends 
HpATe carried off his love, dispatches good and trusty servants after 
■Bieiii, that they may not strike theii' feet against a stone." 
■ In the same style, he ran along with a volnbihty which baffled 
KD attempts to restrain it ; and as no one could reply to him in 
^ttflt vein, he had the conversation mostly to himself. "Do not 
^toonder," cried he, "that I am so profonndly versed in sacred and 
B^ofi^^ writers : you shall hear by and by how I attained my 
BtBrning-" They wished to know how matters stood with him, 
Biiere he had been ; but crowds of proverbs and old stories choked 
Bifl explanation. 

U Nataha whispered to Theresa : ' ' His gaiety afflicts mo ; I am 
Bure at heart he is not merry." 

^ As, except a few jokes which Jamo answered, Friedrieh's 
Btemment was met by no response from those about him, he was 
BUiged at last to say: "Well, there is nothing left for me, but 
Bmong so many grave faces to be grave myself. And as in such 
B solemn scene, the burden of my sins &lls heavy on my soul, I 
Bmet honestly resolve upon a general confession ; for which, how- 
^ner, yon, my worthy gentlemen and ladies, shall not be a jot 
H^ wiser. This honourable friend already knows a Uttle of my 
BbUe and conversation ; he alone shall know the rest ; and this 
mfk^ rather, as he alone has any cause to ask about it. Are not 
Bdu," continued he to Wilhelm, "curious about the how and 
Hberei the when and wherefore ? And how it stands with the 
Bbnjngation of the Greek verb fiXiw, ^i\ui, and the derivatives 
Bf that very amiable part of speech?" 

IT He then took Wilhelm by the arm, and led him off, pressing 
him and skipping round him with the liveliest air of kindness. 

Scarcely had they entered Wilhelm's room, when Friedrich 
noticed, in the window, a powder-kmfe, with the inscription, Think 
o/me. " Youkeep your valuables well laid up!" said he: "This 
is the powder-knife Philina gave you, when I pulled your locks for 
jon. I hope, in looking at it, yoa have diligently thought of that 
(ur damsel: I assure you, she has not forgotten you; if I had 
Dot long ago obliterated every trace of jealousy from my heart, I 
rvnld not look on you without envy." 

"Talk no more of that creature," answered Wilhelm. "I 
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confess, it was a while before I could get rid of the impression, 
vhicL her looks and manner madt> on me; but tbut was all." 

"Fy! fy!" cried Friedricb : " would any one deny his dearyy 
Ton loved her as completely as a man could msh, So day passef 
without your giving her some present ; and wLen a German givea. 
you may be sure he lovea. No alternative remained for me bit 
whiskiDg her away from yon ; and in this the little red ofheer a 
last succeeded." 

' ' How ! You were the officer whom wo diacovored with i 
whom she travelled off with ?" 

"Yes," said Friedrich, " ivhom jou took for Mariaita. W< 
had sport enough at the mistake." 

"What cruelty," cried "Wilhelm, " to leave me in sQcli s 
pense !" 

" kai besides to take tho eourier, whom yon sent to catcl 
us, intopay!" said Friedrich. " He is a ver^' active fellow; vt 
have kept him by us ever since. And the giil herself I love ae 
despei'ately as ever. She has managed me in some pecalin 
style : I am almost in a mythologic case; everyday I tremble $4 
the thought of being metamorphosed." 

"Bnttellme, pray." said Wilhelm, " where have jouacqmiej 
this stock of erudition ? It surprises me to hear the etrange wag 
you have assumed of speaking always with a reference to am^eOl 
histories and fables." 

"It was by a pleasant plan," said Friedrich, "thatlgotn 
learning. Philina lives vrith me at preBent : we have got a least 
of an old knightly castle from the farmer in whose ground it is J 
and there we live, with the hobgoblins of the place, as merrily a 
possible. In one of the rooms, we found a small bnt choice Hbnrji) 
consisting of a folio Bible, Gottfried's Chronicle, two voIiimiMl 
of the 7'heatinm Evropmum, an Aceira Pkilologica, Gryphiua*i 
Writings, and some other less imporiant works. As we now and 
then, when tired of romping, felt the time hangheavy on our hands, 
we proposed to read some books ; and before we were aware, the 
time hung heavier than ever. At last, Philina hit upon the royd 
plan of hiying all the tomes, opened at once, upon a large table:' 
we sat down opposite to one another: we read to one another; 
always in detached passages, first &om this book, then from that. 
Here was a proper pleasui-e ! We felt now as if we were in good' 
society, where it is reckoned unbecoming to dwell on any enhject, 
or search it to the bottom ; we thought ourselves in witty gay 
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ty, where none will let his neighbour speak. We regularly 
Kit ooreeiveB with thia diversion every day ; and the emdition we 
obtain from it is quite surpriBing, Already there is nothing new 
for us under the Hnn; on everything we see or hear, our learning 
offers na a hint. This method of instruction we diversify in many 
ways. Frequently we read by an old spoiled aand-glass, which 
runs in a minnte or two. The moment it is down, the silent party 
tarns it round hke Hghtning, and commences reading from his 
boot; and no sooner is it down again, than the other cuts him 
short, and starts the former topic. Thus we study in a truly 
academic gianncr : only our hours are shorter, and om' studies 
are extremely varied," 

'■ This rioting is quite eonceivahlo, " saidWilhelm, "when a 
pnii' like you two are together: but how a paii' so lull of frolic 
stay together, does not seem so easily conceivable." 

" It is our good fortune," answered Friedrich, " and om- tad. 
Philina dare not let herself he seen, she cannot bear to see her- 
self, she is in the family way. Nothing ever was ho ludicrous 
and shapeless in the world. A httle while before I came away, 
she chanced to cast an eye upon the looking-glass in passing. 
' Faogh !' cried she, and turned away her face : ' the living pic- 
ture of the Fran Melina ! Shocking figure ! One loots entirely 
deplorable !' " 

" I confess," said Wilhehn with a smile, "it must he rather 
farcical to see a father and a mother such as you and she to- 
gether." 

" "Tiaafoolish business," answered Friedrioh, "thatlmust, 
at last, be raised to the paternal dignity. But she asserts, and 
the time agrees. At fii'st that cursed visit which she paid you 
after Hamlet gave me qualms." 

" What visit ?" 

" I suppose you have not quite slept off the memory of it 
yet ? The pretty, fiesh-aud-blood spirit of that night, if yon do 
not know it, was Philina. The story was in truth a hard dower 
for me ; but if we cannot be content with each things, we should 
not he in love. Fatherhood at any rate depends entirely upon 
conviction : I am convinced, and so I am a lather. There, you 
Bee, I can employ my logic in the proper season too. And if 
the brat do not laugh itself to death so soon as it is bora, it may 
prove, if not a useful, at least a pleasant citizen of this world." 

Whilst our fi'iends were talking thus of mirthful subjects, He 
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rest of the party had begnn a serious conversation. Scarcely 
were Friedrieh and Wilhelm gone, wlien the Abbe led his fiiends, 
as if by chance, into a garden-house ; and having got them seated) 
thus addressed them : 

"We have in general terms asserted that Fraulein Theresa 
was not the daughter of her reputed motber : it is fit that we 
should now explain om'selveB on this matter, in detail. I shall 
relate the story to you, which I undertake to prove and to eluci- 
date in every point. 

"Frau Ton ••* spent the first years of her wedlock in the 
iitraost concord with her husband ; only they had this misfortune, 
that the children she brought him came into the world dead ; 
and on occasion of the third, the mother was declared by the phj- 
sicianB to be on the verge of death, and to be sure of death if she 
should ever have another. The parties were obliged to take their 
resolution : they would not break the marriage ; it w^s too suit- 
able to botl^in a civil point of view. Frau von "* soagbt in 
the culture of her mind, in a certain habit of display, in the joys 
of vanity, a compensation for the happiness of motherhood which 
was refused her. She cheerfully indulged her hnsband, when 
she noticed in him an attachment to a yoimg lady, who had sole 
charge of their domestic economy ; a person of beautiful exterior, 
and very solid character, Frau von *"• herself, ere long, assisted 
in procuring an arrangement ; by which the lady yielded to the 
wishes of Theresa's father ; continuing to discharge her house- 
hold duties, and testiiying to the mistress of the family, if possi- 
ble, a more submissive zeal to sei-ve her than before. 

"After awhile, she declared herself ■n-ith child: and both the 
father and his wife, on this occasion, though from very different 
causes, fell upon the same idea. Herr von *** wished to have 
the offspring of his mistress educated in the house as his lawful 
child ; and Frau von ***, angry that the indiscretion of her Doc- 
tor had allowed some whisper of her condition to go abroad, pro- 
posed by a supposititious child to counteract this ; and likewise 
to retain, by such comphanco, the superiority in her household, 
which otherwise she was like to lose. However, she was mora 
backward than her husband; she observed his purpose ; and con- 
trived, without any formal question, to facilitate his explanation. 
She made her own terms ; obtaining almost everything that she 
required ; and hence the will, in which so little care was taken 
of the child. The old Doctor was dead : they applied to a young. 
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ntive and discreet ancceaeor; he waa well rewarded; he looked 
' Jorwaid to the credit of expoaiBg and remedying the imskilftJ- 
ness and premature decision of his deceased colleague. The true 
mother, not unwillingly, consented ; they managed the deception 
Tery well; Theresa came into the world, and was surrendered 
to a step-mother, while her mother fell a victim to the plot ; 
having died by venturing out too early, and left the father incon- 
solable. 

" Fran Ton **" had thus attained her object ; in the eyes of 
the world she had a lovely child, which she paraded with exces- 
sive vanity; and she had also been delivered from a rival, whose 
f(nrtune she envied, and whose influence, at least in prospect, she 
beheld with apprehension. The infant she loaded with her ten- 
derness ; and by affecting, in trustful houi-s, a lively feeling fpr 
her husband's loss, she gained masteiy of his heart ; so that in 
a manner be stirrendered all to her ; laid his own happiness and 
that of his child in her hands ; nor was it till a shftt while prior 
a his death, and in some degree by the exertions of his grown- 
p daughter, that be again assumed the rule in his own house. 
is, fair Theresa, was in all probability the secret, which your 
lather, in his last sickness, so struggled to communicate; this 
i what I wish to lay circumstantially before you, at a moment 
bhen ouryonng friend, who by a strange concurrence has become 
_jonr bridegroom, happens to be absent. Here are the papers, 
which win prove in the most rigorous manner everything that I 
have stated. You wiD also see from them how long I have been 
following the trace of this discovery, though till now I could never 
Uaio certainty respecting it. I did not risk impartii^ to my 
' md the possibility of such a happiness; it would have wounded 
1 too deeply, had this hope a second time deceived him. You 
1 understand poor Lydia's suspicions : I readily confess, I no- 
IHse favoured the attachment of our friend to her, whenever I 
] to look for a connexion with Theresa." 
To this recital no one replied. The ladies, some days after- 
la, returned the papers, not making any farther mention of 

There were other matters in abundance to engage the party 
»h«i they were together; and the sceneiy around was so de- 
lightful, that our friends, singJy or in company, on horseback, in 
carriages, or on foot, delighted to explore it. On one of these 
excursions, Jamo took an opportunity of opening the affair to 



WUheim : he delivered Idm the papers; not, however, seeming tft 
require &oiu hiirf any reaolntion in regard to them. 

"In the singular iJOBitionlampIacedin," said our friend," 
need only repeat to yon what I said at first, in presence of Natalia, 
and with the clear intention to folfil it. Lothario and his friend^ 
niay require of me every sort of self-denial : I here abandon i^ 
their favoar all pretensions to Tiiereaa ; do you procure me , in re^ 
tuna, a formal discharge. There requires no great reflection t 
dedde. For some days, I have noticed that Theresa has to maka 
an effort in retaining any show of the vivacity with which sh*. 
welcomed me at first. Her affection is gone from me, or lathev 
I have never had it." 

" Such affairs are more conveniently explained," said Jsmo, 
'^by a. gradual process, in silence and expectation, than by many 
words, which always cause a sort of fermentation and embarrasa- 
ment." 

" I rather think," said Wilhelm, " that precisely this a 
admits of the most clear and calm decision on the iipot. I havft 
often been reproached vrith hesitation and uncertainty : why will 
you now, when I do not hesitate, commit against myself the £ "" 
you have often blamed in me ? Do our neighbom'S take axu^ 
trouble with our training, only to let us feel that they thomselveft 
are untrained ? Yes, gi'ant me soon the cheerful thonght that J 
am ont of a mistaken project, into which I entered with the purest 
feelings in the world," 

Notwithstanding this request, some days elapsed without hift 
hearing any more of the affair, or observing any farther alteratioH 
in his friends. The conversation, on the contrary, was general 
and of indifferent matters. 

Chapter VH. 

Jarno and AYilhelm were sitting one day by Natalia. " Yo8' 
are thoughtful, Jarno," said the lady; "I have seen it in you* 
looks for some time." 

"I am so," answered Jarno : "a weighty business is befeei 
me, which, we have for years been meditating, and must now begiiv 
to exeeate. You already kuow the outline of it : I may speak a 
it before our friend ; for it will depend on himself, whether he too 
ahall not share in it. You are going to get rid of me, before long: 
I mean to take a voyage to America." 
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■' To America?" said Wilhelm sini^ng: " Sncli an adventure 
Sdi<I not anticipate from you; still less tliat yon would Itave s«- 
Kted me for a companion." 

■' When yoH rightly nnderstand our plan," said Jamo. "you 

I iriU give it a more Louoiu-able name ; and perhaps yourself be 

tempted to embark in it. Listen to me. It requires but a slight 

aojuaintonee with the business of the world to see tiat mighty 

changes are at hand, that property is ahnoat uowhei'e quite ae- 

■ Of the business of the world I have no clear notion," inter- 
^ted Wilhelm; "and it is but of late that I ever thought about 
j property. Perhaps I had done well to drive it out of my 
Md atUl longer ; the core of securing it, appears to give us hy- 
^ondria." 

" Hear me out," said Jarao : " Care beseems ripe age, that 
nth may Uve for a time iree from care: in the conduct of poor 
dls, equilibrium cannot be restored except by contraries. As 
Itters go, it is anything but prudent to have property in only 
B place, to commit your money to a single spot ; and it is rUfR- 
llt again to guide it well in many. We have therefore thought 
FalBometiiingelaa. From our old tower there is a society to issue, 
which must spread itself through every quarter of the world, and 
to which members from every quarter of the world shall be ad- 
missible. We shall insure a competent subsistence to each other, 
in the sin^e case of a revolation happening, which might drive 
any part of us entirely from, their possessions. I am now pro- 
cetiding to America, to profit by the good coimesiona which our 
friend established while he stayed there. The Abbe means to 
go to Russia : if you like to join us, you shall hare the choice of 
continuing in Germany to help Lothario, or of accompanying me. 
I conjecture you will choose the latter : to take a distant journey 
iii extremely serviceable to a yonng man." 

Wilhelm thought a moment, «nd replied: "The ofler well 
deserves consideration; for ere long the word with me must be. 
The farther off the better. You will let me know your plan, I 
hope, more perfectly. It is perhaps my ignorance of life that 
makes me think so ; but such a combination seems to me to be 
attended with insuperable difficulties." 

■■ The most of which, till now, have been avoided," answered 
•lamo, " by the eircumstance, that we have been but few in num- 
ber, honourable, discreet, determined people, animated by a cet- 
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tain general feeling, out, of which alone the feeling proper for 
societies can spring." — "AnJ if yon speak me fair," said Fried- 
rich, who hitherto had only liatcEed, "' I too will go along with 
yoH," 

Jamo shook his head. 

"Well, what objectiona can yon make ?" cried Friedrich. "In 
a new colony, young colonists will be required; these I bring 
with me : merry colonists will also be required ; of these I maJie 
you certain. Besides, I recollect a certain damsel, who is ont 
of place OQ this side of the water, the fair, soft-hearted Ljdia. 
What is the poor thing to do with her sorrow and monming, 
unless she get an opportunity to throw it to the bottom of the 
sea, unless some braxe fellow take her by the hand ? You, my 
benefactor," said he, turning towards Wilhelm, " you have a taste 
for comforting forsaken persons : what vfithholds you now ? Each 
of na might take his girl under his arm, and trudge witJi Jamo." 

This proposal struck Wilhelm offensively. He answered with 
affected oalnmess : " I know^ not whether she is unengaged ; and 
as in general I seem to be nnfortunate in courtship, I shall hardly 
think of making the attempt." 

"Brother Friedrich," said Xatalia, "though thy own con- 
duct is so full of levity, it does not follow that such sentiments 
will answer others. Our friend deserves a heart that shall belong 
to him alone, that shall not at his side be moved by foreign re- 
collections. It was only with a character as pure and reasonable 
as Theresa's, that such a Tentnre could be risked." 

"Eisk!" cried Friedrich; "In love it is oU risk. In the 
grove or at the altar, with a clasp of the arms or a golden ring, 
by the chirping of the cricket or the sound of trumpets and kettle- 
drums, it is all but a risk; chance does it all." 

"I have often noticed," said Natalia, "that our principles 
are just a supplement to our peculiar manner of existence. We 
delight to clothe our errors in the garb of universal laws ; to 
attribute them to iireaistibly-appointed causes. Do but think, 
by what a path thy dear will lead thee, now that she has drawn 
thee towards her, and holds thee fast there." 

" She herself is on a very pretty patli," said Friedrich, " on 
the path to saintship. A by-path, it is true, and somewhat 
roimdabout; bnt the pieasanter and surer for that. Maria of 
Magdala travelled it, and who can say how many more ? But 
on the whole, sister, when the point in hand is love, thou sbouldst 
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t mingle in it. In my opinion, thou wilt never marry, till a 
's is lacking somewhere ; in that case, thou wilt give thyself, 

1 thy habitual charity, to be the supplement of aome peeoliaj- 
■ of existence ; not otherwise. So let na strike a bargain 

1 this soul-broker, and agree about om- travelling company." 

"You come too late with your proposals," answered Jarno; 
'^Xiydia is disposed of." 

"And how?" cried Friedrich. 

"I myself have offered her my hand," said Jarno. 

"Old gentleman," said Friedrich, "you have done a feat to 

h, if we regard it as a substantive, various adjectives might 
"be appended ; variona predicates, if we regard it as a subject." 

"I must honestly confess," replied Natalia, "it appears a 
dangerous experiment to make a helpmate of a woman, at the 
very moment when her love for another man is like to drive her 
to despair." 

" I have ventured," answered Jarao ; " under a certain stipu- 
latiun, she is to be mine. And, believe me, there is nothing in 
the world more precious than a heart susceptible of love and 
passion. Whether it has loved, whether it stil! loves, are points 
■which I regard not. The love of which another is the object, 
charms me almost more than that which is directed to myself. 
I Bee the strength, the force of a tender soul, and my self-love 
does not trouble the delightful vision," 
~ ''Have yon talked with LyJia, then, of late?" inquired Na- 

Jamo smiled and nodded : Nataha shook her head, and said 
i he rose : "I really know not what to make of you ; but me 
R shall not mystify, I promise you," 
She was about retiring, when the Abbe entered with a letter 
Lbifi hand. "Stay, if you please," said he to her: "I have 
ttraposal here, respecting which your counsel will be welcome. 
B Dfarchese, your late uncle's friend, whom for some time we 
1 expecting, will be here in a day or two. He writes to 
1^ tbat German is not so famiUar to him as he had supposed ; 
I be needs a person who possesses this and other languages 
■hlriTel with bim ; that as be wishes to connect himself with 
[6c rather than political society, he cannot do vrithout some 
li interpreter, I can think of no one better suited for the post 
I onr yonug friend here. He knows the language ; is ac- 
liit«d with many things beside ; and for himself, it cannot but 



122 



5IEISTERS APPRENTICESHIP. 



bo advantngeons to travel over Germany in such society and sach 
circum stances. Till we have aeen our native country, we luva 
no scale to judge of other conntrica by. What say yon, my friend? 
What nay yon, Natalia?" 

Nobody objected to the scheme : Jamo seemed to think his 
Transatlantic project wotild not be a lundranee, as he did not 
mean to sail directly. Natalia, did not speak; and FrledrictCa 
uttered various saws about the nses of travel. 

This new project so provoked our friend, that he conld hardly 
conceal his irritation. He saw, in this proposal, a concerted plaj 
for getting rid of him as soon as possible ; and what was worse 
they went bo openly to work, and seemed so utterly regar^eas fl 
his feelings. The suspicions Lydia had excited iu him, all thrf 
he himself had witnessed, rose again upon his mind ; the simpb 
manner in which everything had been explained by Jamo, oM 
appeared to him another piece of artifice. 

He constrained himself, and answered : " At all events, th( 
offer wiU require mature deliberation." 

"A quick decision may perhaps be necessary," said tin 
Abbe. 

"For that I am not prepared," answered Wilhelm. "Wi 
can wait till the Marcheae comes, and then observe if we agre* 
together. One condition mnst, however, be conceded first of alL. 
that I tdke Felix with me." 

"This is a 'condition," said the Abbe, "which will scBfce^ 
he conceded." 

" And I do not see," cried Wilhelm, "why I should let an; 
man prescribe conditions to me ; or why, if I choose to view n 
native country, I must go in company with an Italian." 

" Because a young man," said the Abbe, with a certain u 
posing earnestness, "is always called upon to form connexions. 

Wilhelm, feelmg that he could not long retain his self-couw 
mand, as it was Natalia's presence only wliich in some degre* 
asanaged his indignation, hastily matie answer : ' ■ Give me a little 
while to think. I imagine it will not be very hard to eet^ 
whether I am called upon to form additional connexions ; at 
ordered irresistibly, by heart and head, to fi'ee myself from e 
a multiplicity of bonda, which seem to threaten me with a j 
petaal, miserable thraldom." 

Thus he spoke, with a deeply -agitated mind. A glance 
Natalia somewhat calmed hira : her form and dignity, in t 
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impassioned monaent, stfunped thenisclTCS more deeply on his 
piamd tban ever. 

■' Yes," said he, so soon as he was by himself, " confess it, 

t lovest her ; thou once more feelest what it means to love 

i thy whole anul. Thus did I love M^iana, and deceive my- 

10 dreadfully ; I loved Phllina, and could not help despising 

Aurelia I respected, and coiild not love : Theresa I rever- 

iced, and paternal tenderness assumed the form of an affection 

r her. And now when all the feelings that can ma^ a mortal 

jpy meet within my heart, now am I compelled to fly ! Ah ! 

y should these feelings and convictions he comhiaed with an 

" iDSBperable longing ? Why, without the hope of its falfilmeEt, 

ahonld they utterly subvert all other happiness ? Shall the sun 

and the world, society or any other gift of fortune, ever hence- 

■ forth yield me pleasure? Shalt thoa not forever say: Nataha 

! And yet, alas, Nataha will be always present to 

e 1 If thou closest thy eyes, she will appear to thee ; if thou 

Biest them, her form will flit before all outward things, like the 

_s which a daezling object leaves behind it in the eye. Did 

k th« swiftly-passing figure of the Amazon dwell continually in 

f imagination ? And yet thou hadst but seen her, thou didst 

t know her. Now, when thou knowest her, when thou hast 

I BO long beside her, when she has shown such care about 

e ; now are her quahties impressed as deeply upon thy soul, 

R ber form was then upon thy fancy. It is painful to he always 

; but far more painful to have found, and to be forced to 

What now shall I ask for farther in the world ? What 

r shall I look for farther ? Is there a country, a city that 

■ ft treasure such as this ? And I must travel cm, and 

I God inferiority ? Is life, then, like a race-course, where a 

1 must rapidly return, when he has reached the utmost end ? 

t the good, the excellent stand before us like a firm unmoving 

ll, from whicli with fleet horses we are forced away, the instant 

I Kppeared to have attained it ? Happier are they who strive 

r Wthly wares ! They find what they are seeking in its proper 

le, or they buy it in the fail'. 

'• Come, my oivn boy !" cried he to Felix, who now ran insk- 

I tenrds him : " be thou, and remain thou, all to mo ! Thoa 

i ffvea me as a compensation for thy loved mother; thou 

t to replace the second mother whom I meant for thee ; and 

( Utoa hast a loss still greater to make good. Occupy uiy 



heart, occnpy my spirit ivith thy beauty, thy loveliness, thycapa- 
tilitiea, and thy desire to use them !" 

The boy ivas busied with a new plaything ; his father tried 
to put it in a better state for him ; just as he succeeded, Felix 
had lost all pleasure in it, "Thou art a true son of Adam!" 
cried Wilhelm : " Come, my child ! Come, my brother ! let as 
wander, playing without object, through the world, as we best 
may." 

His resolution to remove, to take the boy along with Hm, 
and recreate his mind by looking at the world, had now assumed 
a settled form. Ho wrote to Werner for the necessary cash and 
letters of credit ; sending Friedrich's courier on the message, with 
the strictest charges to return immediately. Much as tie con- 
duct of his other Mends had grieved him, bis relation to Natalia 
remained serene and clear as ever. 

He confided to her his intention : she took it as a settled 
thing that he would go ; and if this seeming carelessness in her 
chagrined him, her kindly manner and her presence made him 
calm. She counselled him to ^-iait various towns, that he might 
get acquainted ^ith certain of her friends. The courier returned, 
and brought the letter which our friend reijuired, though Wemer 
did not seem content with this new whim. " My hope that then 
wert growing reasonable," so the letter ran, "is now ngajn de- 
ferred. Where are you all gadding ? And where lingers the 
lady, who, thou saidst, was to assist us in arranging these affairs? 
Thy other friends also are absent : they have thrown the whole 
coDcem upon the shoulders of the Lawyer and mj'self. Happy 
that be is as expert a jurist, as I am a financier ; and that both 
of ns are used to business. Fare thee well ! Thy aberrations 
shall be pardoned thee ; since hut for them, our situation here 
could not have been so favourable." 

So far as outward matters were concerned, Wilhelm might 
now have entered on his journey ; but there were still, for his 
heart, two hindrances that held him fast. In the first place, 
they flatly refused to show him Mignon's body, till the funeml the 
Abbe meant to celebrate ; and for this solemnity, the prepam'- 
tions were not ready. There had also been a curious letter from 
the country Clergyman, in consequence of which the Doctor had 
gone off. It related to the Harper; of whose fate Wilhelm 
wanted to have farther information. 

In these circumstances, day or night he found no rest for 



mind or body. When all were asleep, he wandered up and down 
the house. The presence of the pictures and statues, which be 
knew BO well of old, alternately attracted and repelled him. No- 
thing that surrounded him could he lay hold of or let go ; all 
things reminded him of all ; the whole ring of his existence lay 
before him ; tat it was broken into fragments, and seemed as if 
it would never unite again. Theae works of art, which bia father 
liad sold, appeared to him an.omen that he himself was destined 
nerer to obtain a lasting calm possession of anything desu-ahle in 
life, or always to be robbed of it so soon as gained, by bis own or 
other people's blamo. He waded so deep in these strange and 
dreary meditations, that often he almost thought himself a dis- 
embodied spirit ; and even when he felt and handled things with- 
out him, he could scarcely keep himself from doubting whether he 
was really there and alive. 

Nothing but the piercing grief, which often seized him, but 
the tears he shed at being forced, by causes friToloiis as they were 
irresistible, to leave the good which he had found, and found after 
having lost it;— restored him to the feehng of his earthly life. 
It was in vain to call before his mind his happy state in other 
respects. "All is nothing, then," exclaimed he, " if the one 
bles&ing, which appears to us worth all the rest, is wanting !" 

The Abbe told the company that the Marchese was arriped. 
" You have determined, it appears," said be to WUhelm, " to set 
oat upon your travels with your boy alone. Get acquainted with 
this nobleman, however ; be wUl be useful to you, if yoa meet 
him by the way." The Marchese entered : he was a peraon not 
yet very far advanced in years ; a fine, handsome, pleasing Lom- 
bard figiire. In his youth, while in the army and afterwards in 
pnblic business, he had known Lothario's uncle ; they had sub- 
seqneutly travelled tlu'ough the greater part of Italy together ; 
«pd many of the works of art, which the Marchese now again fell 
in with, had been pnrchased in bis presence, and under various 
happy circumstances, which he still distinctly recollected. 

The Italians have in general a deeper feeling for the high 
dignity of art than any other nation. In Italy, whoever follows 
tb« employment, tries to pass at once for artist, master and pro- 
fessor : by which pretensions, he acknowledges at least that it ia 
not snfficient merely to lay bold of some transmitted excellency, 
or to acquire by practice some dexterity ; but that a man who 
aims at art, should have the power to think of what be does, to 
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lay (Joivii priaciples, and make apparent to liipiself and othei 
how and ivherelbre he proceeds in this way or in that. 

The stranger was affected at again beholding these prodi 
tious, n-hen the owner of them was no more ; and cheered to s 
the spirit of his friend snrviviDg in the gifted persons left behind 
him. They diseusaed a Eeries of works ; they fomid a lively satis- 
faction in the harmony of their ideas. The Marchese and the 
Abbe were the speakers; Natalia, felt herself again transported 
to the presence of her uncle, and could enter without difficulty 
into their opinions and criticiems ; Wilhelm could not imderstuid 
them, except as he translated their technology into <h-amaUc Ian 
guage. Friedrich'& facetious vein was sometimes rather diffi^ 
to teep in check. Jarno was seldom liiere. 

It being observed that eKcellent works of art were very ras 
in latter times, it was remarked by the Marchese: "We at 
hardly think or estimate how many circmustances must conibin 
in favour of the artist : with the greatest genius, with the moi 
decisive talent, the demands which he must make upon himEed 
are infinite, the diligence required in cultivating his endowmenl 
is unspeakable. Now, if circumstances we not in his f 
if he obsen'e that the world is very easy to he s 
hut a shght, pleasing, transitory show ; it were matter of a 
prise, if indolence and selfishness did not keep him fixed i 
mediocrity; it were strange if he did not rather think of b 
ing modish wai-es'for gold and praises, thiai of entering on t 
proper path, which could not fail in some degree to lead him to. 
sort of painful martyrdom. Accordingly, the artists of our t' 
are always offering and never giving. They always aim at chf 
ing, and they never satisfy : everj'thing is merely indicated ; ; 
ean nowhere find foundation or completion. Those for whca 
they laboiu", it is true, are little better. If you wait a while i 
any gallery of pictures, and observe what works attract the E 
what are praised and what neglected, you have httle pleasure 1 
the present, little hope in the futm-e." 

" Yes," replied the Abbe ; " and thus it is that artists as 
their judges mutually form each other. The latter ask for nothin 
but a general vague enjoyment, a work of art is to delight thes 
almost as a work of nature ; they imagine that the organs fi) 
enjoying works of art may be cultivated altogether of themselv*B 
like the tongue and the palate ; they try a picture or a poem a 
they do an article of food. They do not understand how tm; 
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mt a species of cnltme it requires to raise one to the true 
lent of art. The liardest part of it, in my opinion, is that 
t of separation, whitih a man that aims at perfect culture must 
tnpligh in himself. It is on this account that wo obsiirve so 
my people partially cultivated ; and yet every one of them at- 
ttipting to pronomice upon the general whole." 

" Tonr last remark is not quite clear to me," said Jtimo, who 
B in just then. 

" It would he difficult," replied the Ahhe, " to explain it folly 

tout a long detail. Thus much I may say : When any man 

ids to mix in manifold activity or manifold enjoyment, he 

t tdso be enabled as it wero to make hia organs manifold and 

wndent of each other. Whoever aims at doing or enjoying 

1 ei-erything with his entire nature ; whoever tries to link 

Bier all that is without him by such a species of enjoyment, 

1 only lose his time in efforts that can never be saccessful. 

w difficult, though it seems so easy, is it to contemplate a noble 

»ition, a fine pictnre simply in and for itaeK; to watdi the 

c for the music's sake ; to admire the actor in the actor ; 

Etake pleasure in a luUding for its own pecuhar harmony and 

'ality ! Most men are wont to treat a work of art, though 

1 and done, aa if it were a piece of soft clay. The hard and 

died marble is again to mould itself, the fixm-walled edifice 

%ia fiontract or to expand itself, according as theii' inclinations, 

■timents and whims may dictate ; the picttu'e is to be lustruc- 

IB, the play to make ua better, everything is to do aJl. The 

' , that most men are themselves unformed, they cannot 

B themselves and their being any certain shape : and thus they 

liTe to take from other things their proper shfipe, that all they 

V to do with may be loose and wavering like themselves. Every- 

bg is, in the long-run, reduced by them to what they call 

t ; everything is relative, say they ; and so uideed it is ; every- 

j with them grows relative, except absurdity and platitude, 

1 trnly are absolute enough." 

" I understand yon," answered Jamo ; " or rather I perceive 
irvhat you have beeu saying follows fi'om the principles you 
3 fast by. Yet with men, poor devila, we should not go to 
so strictly. I know enow of tbem in truth, who, beside the 
gcaaiesi works of art and nature, forthwith recollect their own 
oiDGt paltry insufficiency ; who take their conscience and their 
lunrals with them to the opera ; who bethink them of their loves 
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and hatreds in contemplating a, colonmido. The best and greatest 
that can be presented to them from without, they must first, as 
far as possiblo, diminish in their way of representing it, that they 
may in any measure be enabled to combine it with their own sony 
nature." 

Chapter VHI. 
The Abbe called them, in the eyeniog, to attend the exequies 
of Mignon. The company proceeded to the Hall of the Past ; they 
'fomid it magnificently ornamented and illimiinated. The walls 
were hung with aEure tapestry almost from ceiUng to floor, so 
that nothing but the friezes and socles, above and below, were 
risible. On the four candelabra in the comers, large wax-lighta 
were burning ; smaller lights were in the four smaller candelabra 
placed by the sarcophagus in the middle. Near this stood four 
Boys, dressed in azure with silYer ; they had broad fans of ostrich 
feathers, which they waved above a figure that was resting upoo 
_the sarcophagus. The company sat down : two invisible Choruses 
began in a soft musical recitative to ask : " Whom bring ye ub to 
the Btm dwelling?" The four Boys replied with lovely voices : 
" 'Tis a tired playmate whom we bring you ; lot her rest in your 
still dwelling, till the songs of her heavenly sisters once more 
awaken her." 

CnORUH. 

Firstling of youth in our circle, we welcome thee ! With sad- 
ness welcome thee ! May no boy, no maiden follow ! Let age 
only, willing and composed, approach the silent Hall, and in the 
Holenm company, repose this one dear child ! 

BOYS. 

All, reluctantly we brought her hither ! Ah, and she is to 
remain hare ! Let us too remain ; let as weep, let us weep upon 
her bier ! 

Yet look at the strong wings ; look at the light clear robe ! 
How glitters the golden band upon her head ! Look at the beaa- 
tiful, the noble repose ! 

BOYS. 

Ah! the wings do not raise her; in the frohc game, her robe 
flutters to and fro no more ; when we bound her head with roses, 
her looks on us were Hnd and Mendly. 
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CHOF.rS. 

Cast forward the eye of the spirit ! Awake iii your sonla the 
iginative power, which camea forth, what is fairest, what is 
Ighest, Life, away beyond the stars. 



But ah 1 we find her not here ; in the garden she wandei's 
; the flowers of the meadow she plucks no longer. Let us 

Bep, we are leaving her here ! Let us weep and remain with 

r! 

CBORUH. 

Children, turn back into life ! Yoiir tears let the fresh air 
', which plays npon the rushing water. Fly from Night ! Day 
1 Pleasure and Continuance are the lot of the li\*ing. 

I!0V3. 

Up ! Turn biick into life ! Let the day give ua labour and 
wure, till the evening brings ua rest, and the nightly sleep 
rashes us. 

(iHORtg. 

Children ! Hasteu into life ! In the pure garments of bennty, 
|fcy Love meet you with heavenly looks and with the wreath of 
mortality ! 

The Boys bad retired ; the Abbe rose from his seat, and went 

" ind the bier. " It is the appointment," said he, " of the Man 

) prepared this silent abode, that each new tenant of it shall 

I introduced with a solemnity. After him, the builder of this 

m, the founder of this establishment, we have next brought 

Byooag stronger hither ; and thus already does this little space 

mtaiu two altogether different victims of the rigorous, ai'hitrary, 

3 inexorable Death -goddess. Ey appointed laws we enter into 

is; the days are numbered which make us ripe to see the light; 

t for the duration of our life there is no law. The weakest 

] will spin itself to unexpected length ; and the strongest is 

t suddenly asimder by the scissors of the Fates, delighting, as 

'in contradictions. Of the child, whom we have here 

nmitted to her hnal rest, we can say but little. It is still un- 

"n whence she came; her parents we know not; the years of 

t life we can oidy conjectine. Her deep and closely-shrouded 

1 allowed ua scarce to goess at its interior movements : there 

VOL. II. K 
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was nothing clear in lier, nothing open hat her affection for the 1 
man, who had snatched her &om the hands of a bitrharinn. This. I 
impasaioned tfindemesa, this vivid gratitude, appenred to be thft I 
flame which consumed the oil of her hfe : the skill of the phy- | 
sician could not save that fair life, the most anxious friendship i 
could not lengthen it. But if art could not stay the departing 
spirit, it has done its utmost to prese^^'e the hody, and withdraw 
it from decay. A balsamic substance has been forced throngit 
all the Teins, and now tinges, in place of blood, these cheeks too . 
early faded. Come neai-, my friends, and view this wonder of art J 
and caj-e !" 

He raised the veil : the child was Ijing in her augel'a 
as if asleep, in the most soft and graceful posture. They ap-l 
preached, and admired this show of life. "Wilhelm alone eon- | 
tinned sitting in his place : he was not able to compose himself: . 
what he felt, he durst not think ; and every thought seemed readyj 
to destroy his feeling. 

for the sake of the Marchese, the speech had been pro-j 
noimced in French. That nobleman came forward with the restt I 
and viewed the figure nith attention. The Abbe thus proceededi'T 
" With a holy confidence, this kind heart, shnt up to mai, waal 
continually tamed to its God. Humility, nay an inclination to 
abase herself externally, seemed natural to her. She clave with 
zeal to the Catholic religion, in which she had been bom and 
educated. Often she expressed a still wish to sleep on con- 
secrated ground: and according to the usage of the church, yn* 
have therefore conseciBted this marbltt coffin, and the little eartbl 
which is hidden in the cushion that supports her head. With I 
what ardour did she in her last moments kiss the image of the I 
Cracified, which stood beautifully figured on her tender arm, witJil 
many hundred points !" So saying, he stripped np her rights 
sleeve ; and a crucifix, with marks and letters round it, sfaowfid.| 
itself in blue upon the white skin. 

The Marchese looked at this with eagerness, stooping down wm 
view it more intensely. "0 God!" cried he, as he stood npri^ty 
and raised his hands to Heaven : " Poor child ! Unhappy niecetj 
Do I meet thee here ! What a painful joy to find theo, whom Vi 
had long lost hope of; to find this dear frame, which we had It 
believed the prey of fishes in the ocean, here preserved, t 
lifeless ! I assist at thy funeral, splendid in its external circ 
stances, still more splendid from the noble persons who atte 
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e to thy place of rest. And to these," added he with a faltering 

soon as I can speak, I will express my thanks," 
Tears hindered him from aajing more. By the pressure of 
a spring, the Abhe sank the body into the cavityof the marble. 
Fonr Youths, dressed aa the Boys had been, came out from be- 
hind the tapestry ; and lifting the heavy, beautifully ornamented 
lid upon the coffiu, thus began their song : 

THE YOUTHS. 

Well is the treasure now laid up ; the fair image of the Past ! 
■ps it in the marble, nndecaying ; in your hearts too it 
^es, it works. Travel, travel, back into life ! Take along with 
I this holy Eamestnesa ; — for Earnestness alone makes life 
nity. 

The invisible Chorus joined in with the last words : but no 
e heard the strengthening sentiment ; all were too much busied 
jrith themselves, and the emotions which these wonderful disclo- 
^_ a had excited. The Abbe and Natalia conducted the Marehese 
iitt ; Theresa and Lothario walked by Wiihelm. It was not till 
B mvreie had altogether died away, that their sorrows, thoughts, 
ieditatioDS, curiosity again fell on them with oU their force, and 
kde them long to be transported back into that exalting scene. 



CniPTER IX. 

The Marehese avoided speaking of the matter ; but had long 

eiet conversations with the Abbe. When the Company was 

, he often asked for music ; a request to which they wUhngly 

inted, as each was glad to be dehvered from the charge of 

Iking. Thus they lived for some time, till it was observed that 

9 WBB maldiig preparations for departm'e. One day ho said to 

"Thelm : " I wish not to disturb the remains of this beloved 

; let her rest in the place where she loved and suffered: but 

r friends most promise to visit me in her native coimtiy ; in 

B scene where she was horn and bred; they must see the pillars 

1 statues, of which a dim idea remained n-ith her. I will lead 

1 to the bays, where she liked so well to roam and gather peb- 

You, at least, young friend, shall not escape the gratitnde 

i^t family that stands so deeply indebted to you. Tomorrow I 
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set out on my journey. The Abbe is acquainted witb tlie whole 
history of this matter: he will tell it you again. He could pardon 
me when grief interrupted my recital ; as a third party he will be 
enabled to narrate the incidents with more connexion. If, as the 
Abbe had proposed, you like to follow me in travelling over Ger- 
many, you shall be heartily welcome. Leave not your boy behind: 
at every little inconvenience which he causes ns, we vpill again re- 
member your attentive care of my poor niece." 

The same evening, our party was surprised by the arrival of 
the Countess. Wilhelm trembled in every joint as she entered : 
she herself, though forewarned, kept close hy her sister, who 
speedily reached her a chair. How singularly simple was ber 
attire, how altered was her form ! "Wilhelm scarcely dared to look 
at her : she saluted bim with a kindly air ; a few general words 
addressed to him did not conceal her sentiments and feelings. 
The Marchese had retired betimes ; and as the company were not 
disposed to part so early, the Abbe now produced a manuscript. 
" The singular narrative which was intrusted to me," said he, " I 
forthwith put on paper. The case where pen and ink should least 
of all he spared, is in' recording the particular cii-eumstances of 
remarkable events." They informed the Coimtess of the matter ; 
and the Ahhe read as follows, in the name of the Mai-chese : 

" Many men as I have seen, I still regai'd my father as a very 
extraordinary person- His character was noble and upright ; his 
ideas were enlarged, I may even say great ; to himself he was 
severe ; in all his plans there was a rigid order, in all his opera- 
tions an nnbrokent peraevei'ance. In one sense, therefore, it waa 
easy to transact and live with him : yet owing to the very qualities' 
which made it so, he never could accommodate himself to life ; 
for he required from the state, from bis neighbours, from his chil- 
dren and his servants, the observance of all the laws which he had 
laid upon himself. His most moderate demands became exor- 
bitant hy hia rigour : and he never could attain to enjojinent, for 
nothing ever waa completed as be had forecast it. At the moment 
when he was erecting a palace, laying out a garden, or acquiring & 
large estate in the highest cultivation, I have seen him inwardly 
convinced, with the sternest ire, that Fate had doomed hinn to Aa 
nothing but abstain and suffer. In his exterior, he maintained 
the greatest dignity ; if he jested, it was but displaying the pre- 
ponderancy of his understanding. Censm^e was intolerable to him; 
the only time I ever saw him quite transported with rage, was onca 
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'■■wlieii he heard that one of hia establishments was spoken of as 
■ something ludicrous. In the same spirit, he had settled the dia- 
poeal of his children and his fortune. My eldest brother was edu- 
cated as a person that had large estates to look for. I was to 
embrace the clerical profession; the youngest was to be a soldier. 
I was of a lively temper; fiery, active, quick, apt for corporeal ex- 
ercises : the youngest rather seemed inclined to an enthusiastic 
quietism ; devoted to the sciences, to music and poetry. It was 
not till after the hardest struggle, the matureat completion of the 
impossibihty of his project, that om- father, still reluctantly, agreed 
to let us change vocations ; and although he saw us both con- 
tented, he could never suit himself to this arrangement, hut de- 
ft^elared that nothing good would come of it. The older he grew, 
K'&e more isolated did he fee! himself from all society. At last he 
r. came to live almost entirely alone. One old friend, who had served 
[ in the German armies, who had lost his wife in the campaign, and 
I 'bronght a daughter of about ten years of age along with him, re- 
1. Hiained his only visitor. This person bought a fine little property 
l-'tieeide ua : ho used to come and see my father on stated days of 
f the week, and at stated hours ; his little daughter often came 
■along with him. He was never heard to contradict my father ; 
I Vbo at length grew perfectly habituated to him, and endured him 
r9B the only tolerable company he had. After our father's death, 
ve easily observed that this old gentleman had not been visiting 
I fcr naught, that his compliances had been rewarded by an ample 
I settlement. He enlarged his estates ; his daughter might expect 
K handsome portion. The girl grew up, and was extremely bean- 
t tifol : my elder brother often joked with me about her, saying I 
1 3liotild go and court her. 

" Meanwhile brother Augiistin, in the seclusion of his cloister, 
IriiBd been spending his yeai's in the strangest state of mind. He 
[ Rbaudoned himself whoUy to the feeling of a holy enthusiasm, to 
f those half-spiritual, half-physical emotions, which, as they for a 
l"time exalted him to the thnd heaven, ere long sank him down to 
T»B abyss of powerlessnesB and vacant misery. While my father 
I lived) no change could bo contemplated: what indeed could we 
' luiTC asked for or proposed ? After the old man's death, onr bro- 
ther visited us frequently : hia sitoation, which at first afflicted ua, 
in time became much more tolerable ; for his reason had at length 
prevailed. But the more confidently reason promised him com- 
plete recovery and contentment on the pure path of nature, the 
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more yeliemently did he require of as to &ee bim &om his tows. 
His thouglite, he let as know, were turned upon Sperata, oar Hair 
neighbour. 

" My elder brother had experienced too much auffn ring from 
the harsbuess of our father, to look on the condition of the 
youngest without sympatby. We spoke with the family coufeBsor, 
a worthy old man ; we signified to him the double purpose of oar 
brother, and requested him to introduce and expedite the bosiaesfi. 
Contrary to custom, be delayed : and at last, when AngnstJn pressed 
us, and we recommended the affair more keenly to the clergyman, 
be had nothing left but to impart the strange secret to us. 

" Sperata was oor sister, and that by both bar parents. Onr 
mother bad declared herself 'with child at a time when both she 
and our father were advanced in yeai's : a similar occnrrence had 
shortly before been made the subject of some men-iment in onr 
neighbourhood ; and our father, to avoid such ridicule, determined 
to conceal this late lawful fruit of love as carefully as people use 
to conceal its earlier accidental fruits. Our mother was d^vered 
secretly ; the child was carried to the country : and the old friend 
of the family, who, with the confessor, had alone been trusted with 
the secret, easily engaged to give her out for bis daughter. The 
confessor bad reserved the right of disclosing the secret in case of 
extremity. The supposed father was now dead; Sperata was living 
with an old lady ; we were aware that a love of song and mosic 
had already led om- brother to her ; and on bis again requiring ub 
to undo his former bond, that he might engage himself by a nev 
one, it was necessary that we should, as soon as possible, apprise 
him of the danger ho stood in. 

" lie viewed us with a wild contemptuous look. ' Spare yoor 
idle tales,' cried he, ' for childi'eu and credulous fools ; from me, 
from my heart, they shall not tear Sperata ; she is mine. Jleoall, 
I pray you, instantly, your frightful spectre, which would but ha- 
rass me in vain. Sperata is not my sister ; she is my wife !' He 
described to us, in rapturous terms, how this heavenly girl had 
drawn him out of hia unnatural state of separation from his fellow- 
creatures into true life ; how their spirits accorded like their voices 
how he blessed his sufferings and errors, since they had kept clear 
of women, till the moment when he wholly and forever gave him- 
self to this most amiable being. We were shocked at the disco- 
Tcry, we deplored hia situation, hut we knew not how to help 
ourselves, for be declared with violence, that Sperata bad a child 
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by bim witHu her bosom. Oni confessoT did wliateTer duty could 
t to him, but by this means be only made the oril worse. 
irTlie relations of nature and religion, moral rights and civil laws, 
) vebemently attacked and spui'ned at by oui' brother. He 
msidered nothing holy but his rdation to Sperata ; nothing dig- 
((Xiified but the names of lather and wife. ' These alone,' cried he, 
I suitable to nature ; all else is caprice and opinion. Were 
Pihere not noble nations which admitted marriage with a sister 7 
Name not yoiu- gods ! You never name them but when you wish 
to befool us, to lead us firom the paths of nature, and, by scandal- 
ous constraint, to transfoi'm the noblest inclinations into crimes. 
Unspeakable are the purple^dties, abominable thfi abuses, into 
which you force the victims whom yon bury alive. 

" 'I may speak, for I have suffered like no other; from the 

nfeighest, sweetest feeling of enthusiasm, to the frightful deserts of 

'ter powerlessness, vacancy, annihilation and despair; &om the 

rtiest aspii'ations of preternatural eidstence, to the most entire 

inbelief, unbehef in myself. All these hoiTid grounds of the cup, 

D flattering at the brim, I have drained ; and my whole being was 

med to its core. And now, when kind Nature, by her greatest 

1, by love, Las healed me ; now, when in the arms of a heavenly 

mature, I again feel that I am, that she is, that out of this Uving 

1 a third shall arise and smile in onr faces ; now ye open up 

B Sames of your HeU, of yom- Pm'gatoiy, which can only singe 

\ imagination ; ye oppose them to the vivid, truCj indestruc- 

K4S)Ie enjoyment of pure love! Meet us under these cypresses, 

, irtiich turn their solemn tops to heaven ; visit us among thosB 

espaliers where the citrons and pomegranates bloom beside us, 

where the graceful myrtle stretches out its tender flowers to us ; 

and then venture to disturb us with your di-eary, paltry nets which 

men liave spun!' 

'■ Thus for a long tune he persisted iu n stubbora disbehef of 
our story ; and when we assured him of its truth, when the con- 
fessor himself asseverated it, he did not let it drive him from bis 
point. ■ Ask not the echoes of your cloisters, not your mouldering 
parchments, not your naiTow' whims and ordinances ! Ask Nature 
and your heart ; she will teach you what you should recoil from ; 
she will point out to you with the strictest linger, over what she 
luu prunooncod hor everlastuig curse. Look at the lilies : do not 
hnsband and ivife shoot forth on the same stalk ? Does not the 
floirer, which bore them, hold them both ? And is not the Uly 



the type of innoconco ; is not their sisterly imion fruitful ? When 
Kature abhore, she speaks it aloud ; tlie creature that shall not be 
is not produced ; the creature that liyes with a false life is soon 
destroyed. Unfruitfulness, painful existence, early destruction, 
these are her curses, the marks of her displeasure. It is only by 
immediate consequences that she punishes. Look around you ; 
and what is prohibited, what is accursed, will force itself upon 
your notice. In the silence of the convent, in the tumult of the 
world, a thousand practices are consecrated and revered, while 
her curse rests on them. On stagnant idleness as on overstrained 
toil, on caprice and superfiuity as on constraint and want, she 
looks down with mournful eyes : her call is to moderation ; true 
are all her commandments, peacefal all her influences. The man 
who has suffered as I have done has a right to bo free. Sperata is 
mine ; death alone shall take her from me. How I shall retain 
her, how I may be happy, these are your coi'es ! This instant I go 
to her, and part from her no more.' 

"He was for proceeding to the boat, and crossing over to her: 
we restrained him, entreating that he would not take a step, which 
might produce the most tremendous consequences. He should 
recollect, we told him, that he was not liiing in the free world of 
his own thoughts and ideas ; but in a eonstitntion of affairs, whose 
ordinances and relations had become inflexible as laws of nature. 
The confessor made us promise not to let him leave our sight, 
still less our house : after this he went away, enga^ng to return 
ere long. What we had foreseen took place : reason had made 
our brother strong, but his heart was weak ; the earlier impres- 
sions of religion rose on him, and dreadfiil doubts along with 
them. He passed two feai-ful nights and days : the confessor came 
again to his assistance, but in vain ! His enfranchised under- 
standing acquitted him : his feelings, religion, all his usual ideas 
declared him guilty. 

" One morning, we found his chamber empty : on the table lay 
a note, in which he signified that, as we kept him prisoner by force, 
he felt himself entitled to provide for his freedom ; that he mutant 
to go directly to Sperata ; he expected to escape with her, and was 
prepared for the most terrible extremities, should any separation 
be attempted. 

" The news of course affrighted us esceodingly ; but the con- 
fessor bade us be at rest. Our poor brother had been narrowly 
enough observed: the boatman, in place of taking him across, pro- 
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1 with him to his cloister. Fatigued with watching for the 

^ space of four-and -twenty hours, he fell asleep, as the skiff began 

to rocJi liim in the moonshine ; and ho did not awake, till he saw 

himself in the hands of hie spiritual brethren ; he did not recover 

from his amazenieat, till he heard the doors of the convent bolting 

I behind him. 

■' Sharply touched at the fate of oar brother, we reproached the 

confessor for bis cruelty ; but he soon silenced or convinced ns by 

L the surgeon's reason, that our pity was destructive to the patient. 

[ He let ufl know that he was not acting on his own authority, but 

[ by order of the bishop and his chapter ; that by this proceeding, 

J intended to avoid all public scandal, and to shroud the sad 

[irrence under the veil of a secret course of discipline prescribed 

ll)y the Church. Our sister they would spare ; she was not to be 

"i that her lover was her brother. The charge of her was given 

1 a priest, to whom she had before disclosed her situation. They 

i to hide her pregnancy and her delivery. As a mother 

she felt altogether happy in her little one. Like most of our 

women, she could neither write, nor read writing : she gave the 

priest many verbal messages to coiTy to her lover. The latter, 

thinking that he owed this pious fraud to a suckling mother, often 

—"bronght pretended tidings from our brother, whom he never saw ; 

■Jk'eeommending her, in his name, to he at peace ; begging of her 

' a be careful of herself and of her child ; and for tho rest to trust 

iGod. 

' Sperata was inclined by natiire to religious feelings. Her 

Kfitnation, her sohtude increased this tendency ; the clergyman 

mcouraged it, in order to prepare her by degrees for an eternal 

lepttration. Scarcely was her child weaned, scarcely did he think 

r body strong enough for suffering agony of mind, when he 

Kgan to paint her fault to her in most terrific colours, to treat 

" e of being connected with a priest as a sort of sin against 

as a sort of incest. For he had taken up the strange 

lOtigbt of making her repentanco equal in intensity to what it 

VOdM have been, bad she known the true circumstances of her 

Lsrror. He thereby produced so much anxiety and sorrow in her 

mind; he so exalted the idea of the Church and of its head before 

H!r ; showed her the awful consequences, for the weal of all men's 

Liunls, xhould indulgence in a case like this be granted, and tho 

ilty pair rewarded by a lawful union ; signifying too how whole- 

) it was to expiate such sins in time, and thereby gain the 



crown of immortalitj, — that at la»t, like & poor criminal, she will- 
i3:gl; held oat her ueck to tbe axe, and earnestly entreated that , 
she might forever be divided fiom our brother. Having gained so 
mnch, the clergy left her the liberty (reswring to theniBelvea a cer- 
tain distant oversight) to live at one time in a convent, at another | 
in her house, according as she afterwards thought good. 

" Her little girl meanwhile was grow-ing : from her earliest 
years, she had displayed an extraordinary disposition. When still 
very yonng, she could run, and move with wonderful dexterity ; 
she Bang beautifully, and learned to play upon the cithern almost 
of herself. With words, however, she could not express herself; 
and the impediment seemed rather to proceed from her mode of 
thought, than from her organs of speech. The feelings of the 
poor mother to her, in the mean time, were of the most painful 
land : the expostulations of the priest had so perplexed her miud, 
that though she was not quite deranged, her state was far from 
being sane. She daily thought her crime more terrible and punish- 
able ; the clergyman's comparison of incest, frequently repeated, 
had impressed itself so deeply, that her horror was not less than 
if the actual circumstances had been known to her. The priest 
took no small credit for his ingenuity, with which he had con- 
trived to tear asunder a luckless creature's heart. It was miser- 
able to behold matei'nal love, ready to expand itself in Joy at the j 
existence of ber chUd, coptending with the horrid feeling, that | 
this child should not be there. The two emotions strove together | 
in her soul ; love was often weaker than aversion. 

' ' The child had long ago been taken from her, and committed I 
to a worthy family residing on the sea-shore. In tbe greater free- 1 
dom, which the little creatm-e enjoyed here, she soon di^>IayGd ] 
her singular delight in climbing. To mount the highest pedes, to I 
run along the edges of tbe ships, to imitate in all their strongest ] 
feats the rope-dancers, whom she often saw in the place, seemed 
a natural tendency in her. 

" To practise these things with the greater ease, she liked to I 
change clothes with boys : and though her foster parents thought ] 
this highly blameable and unbecoming, we bade them indulge her | 
&B much as possible. Her wild walks and leapings often led her ] 
to a distance ; she would lose her way, and be long from home, 
but she always came back. In general, as she returned, she used 
to Bet herself beneath the columns in the portal of a country house 
in the neighboiurhood : her people now had ceased to look for her; j 
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feey waited for her. She would tliei'e lie reeting on the Btepa ; 
Bi^Q ma up and down the large hall, looking &i the statues; 
r which, if nothing specially detained her, she used to hasten 

' But at last our confidence was balked, and our indulgence 
pnniBhed. The child went out, and did not come again : her little 
hat was found swimming on the water, near the spot where a 
tarrent rushes down into the sea. In was conjectured that, in 
Diheriug among the rocks, her foot had slipped; all oar search- 
; could not find the body. 

' The thoughtless tattle of her house-mates soon communi- 
ted the occurrence to Sperata ; she seemed calm and cheei-ful 
1 she heoj-d it ; hinting not ohscm-ely at Ler satisfaction that 
1 had pleased to take her poor child to himself, and thus pre- 
rved it from suffering or causing some more dreadful miserj'. 
' On this occasion, all the fables which are told about om- 
ibters came to be the common talk. The sea, it was said, re- 
red «Tery year an innocent child : yet it would endure no 
ie, but sooner or later throw it to the shore ; nay the last 
it, though smik to the lowest bottom, must again come forth. 
!hey told the story of a mother, inconsolable because her child 
hsd perished in the eea, who prayed to God and his saints to 
grant her at least the bones for burial. The iirat etorm threw 
ashore the skull, the nest the spine ; and after all was gathered, 
' e wrapped the bones in a cloth, and took them to the church : 
t ! miraculous to tell ! aa she crossed the threshold of the 
tuple, the packet grbw heavier and heaviei', and at last, when 
' I it on the steps of the altar, the child began to cry, and 
i living from the cloth. One joint of the right-hand little 
r was aloue wanting : this too the mother anxiously Bought 
found ; and in memory of the event it was preserved among 
B other rehcB of the church. 

" On poor Sperata these recitals made a deep impression : her 
lagination took a new flight, and favoured the emotion of her 
rJlMrt. She supposed that now the child had expiated, by its 
[ 'flwtfa, both its own eius, and the sins of its parents : that the 
B and penalty, which hitherto had overhung them all, was at 
'i wholly removed ; that nothing more was necessary, coiUd 
' ? find the child's bones, that she might carry them to 
i, where upon the steps of the great altar in St. Peter's, her 
Sttle girl, again covered with its fair fresh skin, would stand up 
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alive before the people. With its own eyes it would once more 
look on father and mother ; and the Pope, convinced that God 
and his saints commanded it, would, amid the acclamations of the 
people, remit the parents their sins, acquit them of their oaths, 
and join their hands in wedlock. 

" Her looks and her anxiety were henceforth constantly di- 
rected to the sea and the beach. When, at night in the moon- 
shine, the waves were tossing to and fro, she thought every glit- 
tering sheet of foam was bringing out her child ; and some one 
about her had to run oflf, as if to take it up when it should reach 
the shore. 

" By day she walked unweariedly along the places where the 
pebbly beach shelved slowly to the water : she gathered, in a little 
basket, all the bones which she could find. None durst tell her 
that they were the bones of animals : the larger ones she buried, 
the little ones she took along with her. In this employment she 
incessantly persisted. The clergyman, who, by so unremittingly 
discharging what he thought his duty, had reduced her to this 
condition, now stood up for her with all his might. By his influ- 
ence, the people in the neighbourhood were made to look upon 
her not as a distracted person, but as one entranced : they stood 
in reverent attitudes as she walked by, and the children ran to 
kiss her hand. 

*' To the old woman, her attendant and faithful friend, the 
secret of Sperata's guilt was at length imparted by the priest, on 
her solemnly engaging to watch over the unhappy creature with 
untiring care, through all her life. And shef kept this engagement 
to the last, with admirable conscientiousness and. patience. 

" Meanwhile we had always had an eye upon our brother. 
Neither the physicians nor the clergy of his convent would allow 
us to be seen by him : but, in order to convince us of his being 
well in some sort, we had leave to look at him as often as we liked, 
in the garden, the passages, or even through a window in the roof 
of his apartment. 

** After many terrible and singular changes, which I shall omit, 
he had passed into a strange state of mental rest and bodily un- 
rest. He never sat but when he took his harp and played upon 
it, and then he usually accompanied it with singing. At other 
times, he kept continually in motion ; and in all things he was 
grown extremely guidable and pliant, for all his passions seemed 
to have resolved themselves into the single fear of death. You 



Vni. CHAP. E, 141 

K<l!Otild persuade him to do anytlmig, by tlueatening him with dan- 
r -gerous sickness or with death, 

"Besides this singularity of walking constantly ahout the clois- 
ter, a practice which he hinted it were better to eschtinge for wan- 
dering over hill and dale, he talked about an Apparition which 
perpetnallj tormented him. He declared, that oq awakening, at 
whatever hour of the night, he saw a beautifiil hoy standing at the 
toot of his bed, with a bare knife, and threatening to destroy him. 
I They shifted him to various other chambers of the convent ; but 
1 still asserted that the boy pursued him. His wandering to 
Wind ho became more unreatfiil : the people afterwards remem- 
~ ered too, that at this time they had often seen him standing at 
s window looking oat upon the sea. 

■' Our poor sister, on the other hand, seemed gradually wast- 
[ under the consuming influence of her single thought, of her 
now occupation. It was at last proposed by the physician, 
rag the bones which she had gathered, the fragmeota of 
I child's skeleton should by degrees he introduced; and so the 
WploBs mother's hopes kept up. The experiment was dubious ; 
rat this at least seemed likely to be gained by it, that when idl 
^e parts were got together, she would cease her weary search, 
i might he entertained with hopes of going to Eome, 
" It was accordingly resolved on : her attendant changed, by 
nperceptible degrees, the small remains committed to her with 
" B bones Sperata found. An inconceivable delight arose in the 
JOr sick woman's heart, when the parts began to fit each other, 
i the ahape of those still wanting could he marked. She had 
jned eveiy fragment in its pi-oper place vrith threads and rib- 
atB ■ fillin g up the vacant spaces with embroidery and sillt, as 
I UBnally done with the relics of saints. 

" In this way nearly all the bones had been collected ; none 
t ft few of the extremities were wanting. One morning, while 
B wae asleep, the physician having eome to ask for her, the old 
indtmt, with a view to show him how his patient occupied hcr- 
if, took away these dear remains from the little chest whore they 
J in poor Sperata's bedroom, A few minutes afterwards, they 
i lier spring upon the iloor ; she lifted up the cloth and fuimd 
B chest empty. She threw herself upon her knees ; they came 
i listened to her joyful ardent prayer, ' Yes !* exclaimed she, 
/ft 19 true ; it was no dream, it is real ! Rejoice with me, ray 
mends ! I have seen my own beautiful good litfie girl again alive. 
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She arose and threw th« \cil from off ha; her splendonr eD-l 
lightened all the room ; her beauty waa transBgnred to celestial'^ 
hiveliQeas ; she could not tread tlie ground, although she wished 
it. Lightly was she borne aloft ; she had not even time to 
stretch her hand to me. There .' cried ahe to me, and pointed 
to the rood where I am eooo to go. Yes, I will follow her, soon J 
follow her ; mj heart is light to think of it. My sorrows are I 
already vanished ; the sight of mr risen little one has given m» m 
a foretaste of the heavenly joys.' ' 

" From that time her aoul was wholly occupied with prospects 
of the brightest kind : she gave no farther heed to any earthly 
object ; she took but little food ; her spirit by degrees cast off the . 
fetters of the body. At last thia imperceptible gradation reachef 
ita head tinexpectedly : her attendants fonnd her pale and motion-l 
leae ; she opened not her ejes ; she waa what we call dead. 

" The report of her vision qnickly spread abroad among thai 
people ; and the reverential feeling, which she had excited in I: 
lifetime, soon changed, at her death, to the thought that i 
should be regarded as in bliss, nay as in sanctity. 

" When we were bewing her to be inteired, a crowd rf p 
sons pressed with boundless violence about the bier ; they woi 
touch her hand ; they would touch her garment. In thia imp! 
.sioned elevation, various sick persons ceased to feel the pains b 
which at other times they were tormented : they looked i 
themselves as healwl ; they declared it, they praised God and ins^ 
new aajnt. The clergy were obliged to lay the body in a neigh- 
bouring chapel ; the people called for opportunity to offer th^ 
devotion. The concourse was incredible ; the mountaineers, at 
all times prone to lively and religious feelings, crowded for 
from their valleys ; the reverence, the wonder, the adoration d 
spread and gathered strength. Tlie ordinances of the bisfaopJ 
which were meant to limit, and in time abolish thia new wore' 
eould not be put in execution : every show of oppositio 
the people into tumults ; eveiy unbeliever they were ready t 
assail vrith personal violence. ' Did not Saint Borrom^eus,' criet 
they, ' dweU among our forefathers ? Did not his mother hvc 
to taste the joy of his canonisation ? Was not that great figure 
on the rocks at Aiona meant to represent to us, by a sensibUr'a 
symbol, his spiritual greatness ? Do not the descendants of h" 
Idndred live among us to this hour ? And has not God proause£ 
ever to renew hia miracles among a people that believe ?' 
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' As the body, after several days, exhibited no marks of 
iitrefftction, but grew whiter, and as it were tranBlacent, the 
tDeral faith rose higher and higher. Among the multitude were 
3, which even the sceptical observer was uiroblo to 
Koant for, or ascribe entirely to fraud. The whole country was 
in motion ; those who did not go to see it, beard at least no other 
topic talked of. 

"The convent, where my brother lived, resounded, hke the 

land at large, with the noise of these wonders ; aud the people 

felt the less restraint in speaking of them in his presence, as in 

general he seemed to pay no heed to anything, and his connexion 

' li the circumstance was known to none of them. But on this 

flion, it appeared, he had hsteued with attention. He eon- 

cted his escape with auch dexterity and cunning, that the man- 

r of it still remains a mystery. We learned afterwards, that 

• had crossed the water with a number of travellers ; and charged 

' B boatmen, who observed no other singularity about him, above 

I to have a care lest their vessel overset. Late in the night, 

k reached the chapel, where his hapless loved one was resting 

1 her woes. Only a few devotees were kneeUng in the cor- 

I of the place ; her old friend was sitting at the head of the 

e ; he walked up to her, saluted her, and asked how her 

fCBB was. ' Yon sec it,' answered she with some emban^ass- 

mi. He looked at the corpse with a sidelong glance. After 

Die delay he took its hand. Frightened by ita coldness, he in 

I instant let it go : he looked imrestfully around him ; tfaeu 

(ring to the old attendant : ' I cannot stay vrith her at present,' 

|lid he ; ' I have a long, long way to travel ; but at the proper 

B I shall be back : tell her so when she awakens.' 

"With this he went away. It was a while before we got 

a of these occurrences : we searched : hut aU our efforts 

■ diBCOTer him were vain. How he worked his way across the 

none can say. A long time after he was gone, we 

) upon a trace of him among the Grisons ; but we were too 

6; it quickly vanished. We supposed that he was gone to 

mvaj ; but his weak foot-prints had been speedily ohhtorated 

^tlM war." 
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Chapter X. 

The Abbe ceased to read : no one had Kstened without tears. 
The Countess scarcely ever took her handkerchief from her eyes ; 
at last she rose, and, with Natalia, left the room. The rest were 
silent, till the Abbe thus began : *' The question now arises, whe- 
ther we shall let the good Marchese leave us without telling him 
our secret. For who can doubt a moment, that our Harper and 
his brother Augustin are one ? Let us consider what is to be 
done ; both for the sake of that unhappy man himself, and of his 
family. My advice is, not to hurry, but to wait till we have 
heard what news the Doctor, who is gone to see him, brings us 
back." 

All were of the same opinion ; and the Abbe thus proceeded: 
''Another question, which perhaps may be disposed of sooner, 
still remains. The Marchese is affected to the bottom of his 
heart, at the kindness which his poor niece experienced here, 
particularly from our young friend. He made me tell him, and 
repeat to him every circumstance connected with her; and he 
showed the liveliest gratitude on hearing it. ' Her young bene- 
factor,' he said, ' refused to travel with me, while he knew not 
the connexion that subsists between us. I am not now a stranger, 
of whose manner of existence, of whose humours he might be un- 
certain : I am his associate, his relation ; and as his unwilling- 
ness to leave his boy behind was the impediment which kept him 
from accompanying me, let this child now become a fairer bond 
to join us still more closely. Besides the services which I al- 
ready owe him, let him be of service to me on my present jour- 
ney : let him then return along with me ; my elder brother wiU 
receive him as he ought. And let him not despise the heritage 
of his unhappy foster-child : for by a secret stipulation of our 
father with his military friend, the fortune which he gave Sperata 
has returned to us : and certainly we will not cheat our niece's 
benefactor of the recompense which he has merited so well.' " 

Theresa, taking Wilhelm by the hand, now said to him : *' We 
have here another beautiful example that disinterested well-doing 
yields the highest and best return. Follow the call, which so 
strangely comes to you : and while you lay a double load of gra- 
titude on the Marchese, hasten to a fair land, which has already 
often drawn your heart and your imagination towards it." 
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" I leave myself entirely to the guidance of my friends and 

'i WQlioIni : " it is vain to think, in tliia world,, of ad- 

ing to our indiyidiial will. What I purposed to hold fast, I 

ist let go ; and benefits which I have not deserved, descend 

ion me of their own accord." 

With a gentle pressure of Theresa's hand, Wilhelm took his 

a away. " I give you full permiasion," said he to the Abbe, 

fto decide about me as you please. Since I shall not need to 

) my Felix, I am ready to go anywhither, and to undertake 

Rhatever yon think good," 

Thus authorised, the Abho forthwith sketched out his plan. 

me Marchese, he proposed, should be allowed to depart ; Wil- 

wait for tidings from the Doctor ; he might then, 

I they had settled what was to be done, set off with Felix. 

sordingly, under the pretence that Wilhelm's preparations for 

h journey would detain him, he advised the stranger to employ 

1 while in examining the curiosities. of the city, which he 

mt to visit. The Marchese did in consequence depart ; and 

t without renewed and strong expressions of his gratitude ; of 

a indeed the presents left by him, including jewels, precious 

mes, embroidered stuS's, afforded a sufficient proof. 

Wilhelm too was at length in readiness for travelling ; and 

B friends began to be distressed that the Doctor sent them no 

They feared some mischief had befallen the poor old 

rper, at the very moment when they were in hopes of radically 

5 hia condition. They sent the courier off; but he was 

jely gone, when the Doctor in the evening entered with a 

mger, whose form and aspect were expressive, earnest, strik- 

K, and whom no one knew. Both stood silent for a space ; the 

iger at length went up to Wilhelm, and holding out his hand 

"Do you not know your old fiiend, then?" It was the 

_)er'a voice ; but of his form there seemed to remain no vestige. 

i was in the common garb of a traveller, cleanly and genteelly 

Bdpt ; hia heard had vanished ; his hair was dressed with soma 

mtion to the mode ; and what pai'ticulorly made him quite 

hcDgnisable was, that in his countenance the look of age was 

Btlonger visible. Wilhelm embraced him with the liveliest joy : 

p. was presented to the rest ; and behaved himself mth great 

jffiety, not knowing that the party had a little while before 

K>me so well acquuiuted with him. " You will have patience 

'l a man," continued he with great composure, "who, grown 

I vol.. II. L 
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np as he appears, is entering on the world, after Jong Borrows, 
inexperienced as a child. To this skilful gentleman I Btand in- 
debted for the privile^ge of again appearing in the company of 
fellow-men." 

They bade him welcome : the Doctor motioned for a walk, 
interrupt the conversation, and lead it to indifferent topict 
In private, the Doctor gave the following explanation : ' 
by the titrangest chance that we &ueceeded in the cure of this num. 
We had long treated him, morally and physically, as onr best con- 
sideration dictated : in some degree the plan was efficacions ; bBt 
the fear of death continned powerful in him, and he would not lay 
aside his heard and cloak. For the rest, however, he appeared to 
take more interest in external things than formerly; and both bis 
songs and his conceptions seemed to be approaching nearer life. 
A strange letter from the clergyman, as yon already know, called 
me from you. I an'ived : I found our patient altogether changed; 
he had voluntarily given np his beard ; he had let his locks ' 
into a customary form ; he asked for common clothes ; be ( 
to have at once become another man. Though curious to pwii 
trate the reason of this sudden alteration, we did not risk 
quiring of himself : at last we accidentally discovered it. A glass' 
of laudanum was missing from the Parson's private laboratory : 
we thought it right to institute a strict inquiry on the subject ; 
every one endeavoured to ward off suspicion ; and the sharpeet 
quarrels rose among the inmates of the house. At last, this mtBi 
appeared before us, and admitted that he had the laudamnn : we 
asked if he had swallowed any of it. ' No !' said he ; ' but it is to 
this that I owe the recovery of my reason. It is at yonr choice 
to take the vial from me ; and to drive me hack inevitably to my 
former state. The feeling that it was desirable to see the pftisa 
of life terminated by death, first put me on the way of cure ; heft 
long the thought of terminating them by voluntary death arose ij 
. me ; and with this intention, I took the glass of poison, ^ 
' possibility of casting off my load of griefs forever gave me 
to bear them : and thus have I, ever sicce this talisman came into 
my possession, pressed myself back iiito life, by a contiguity with 
death. Be not anxious lest I nse the drug ; but resolve, as men 
acquainted with the human heart, by granting me an independenoe 
of life, to make me properly and wholesomely dependent on it.' 
Afr«T matnre consideration of the matter, we determined Bot 
meddle farther with Idm : and he now carries with him, in a 
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e groona-glass Tial, thia poison, of wliicli he has so atntugely 
e an antidote." 

B Doctor ^-as infovmetl of all tbat had ti'anspired eincc his 
rtnre ; towards Auguatin, it was detennined that they should 
beerve the deepest silence in regard to it. The Abhe undertook 
to keep beside him, and to lead him fonrard on the healthM path 
lie had entered. 

Meanwhile Wilhelm was to set abont his journey over Gennany 
with the Marehese. If it shonld appear that Angnstiu eonld be 
again excited to afiection for his native comitiy, the circumstances 

PiO be eommamcated to his fi-iends, and Wilhelm might con- 
im thither. 
"ilhelm had at last made every preparation for his jonmey. 
it the Abbe thonght it strange that Angnstin rejoiced in 
g of his friend and benefactor's purpose to depart; bat he 
soon tliscovered the foundation of this curions movement, An- 
^gostin could not subdue his fear of Felix ; and he longed as soon 
»]H>aaibIe to see the boy removed. ■ 

T By degrees so many people had assembled, that the Caatle and 

; buildings could scarcely accommodate them all ; and 

t less, as such a multitude of guests Iiad not originally been 

"dpated. They breakfasted, they dined together; each endea- 

3 to persuade himself that they were living in a comfortable 

Biony, but each in secret longed in some degree to be away. 

I frequently rode oat attended by Lothario, and oftener 

e ; she had already got acquainted with all the landladies and 

dlords in the district ; for she held it as a principle of her 

momy, in which perhaps she was not far mistaken, that it is 

Bitjal to be in good acceptance with one's neighbours male 

K fismale, and to maintain with them a constant interchange of 

Sties. Of an intended marriage with Lothario she appeared to 

o thonght, Natalia and the Countess often talked with one 

iher; ^e Abbe seemed to covet the society of Auguatin; Jamo 

I freqTient conversations with the Doctor; Friedrich held by 

" " ; Felix ran about, wherever he could meet with most 

It was thus too that in general they paired them- 

■ in walking, when the company broke up : when it was obliged 

B together, recourse was quickly had to music, to unite them 

1^ giving each back to himself. 

"Unexpectedly the Coimt increased the i>arty ; intending to te- 
B bis Udy, and, as it appeared, to take a solemn farewell of 
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liiB worldly friendB. Jarno hastened to the coach to meet him 
the Count inquired what gneats they had; to which the othesr 
answered, in a fit of wild hnmour tiat would often seize him 
" We have all the nohility in Nature ; Morcheses, Marquises, 
Milorda and Barona : we wanted nothing but a Connt." They 
came upstairs. Wilhelm was the first who met them in the ante-, 
chamber. "Milord," said the Count to him in French, aft 
looking at bim for a moment, " I rejoice very much in the im-' 
expected pleasure of renewing my acquaintance with your Lord- 
ship : I am very much mistalcen if I did not see you at my Castle 
in the Prince's suite." " I had the happiness of waiting on yonr 
Excellency at that time," answered Wilhelm; "hat you do me 
too much honour when yoa take me for an Englishman, and that 

of the first quality. I am a Geiman, and" "A veiy brave 

young fellow," interrupted Jarno. The Count looked at Wilhelm 
with a smile, and was about to make some reply, when the rest 
of the party entered, and saluted bim with many a friendly wel- 
come. They excused themselvea for being unable at the moment 
to show him to a proper chamber; promising without delay 
make the necessary room for him. 

"Ay, ay!" said he, smiling: "we have left Chance, I see, 
act as our pm'veyor. Yet with prudence and arrangement, how 
much is possible ! For the present, I entreat you not to stir a 
ahpper from its place ; the disorder, I perceive, would otherwise 
be great. Every one would be uncomfortably lodged ; and this 
no one shall be on my account, if possible, not even for an hour. 
You can testily," said he to Jarno, " and you too, Meister," turn- 
ing to Wilhelm, " how many people I commodiously stowed, that 
time, in my Caatle. Let me have the list of persona and servants 
let me see how they are lodged at present : I will make a plan of 
dislocation, such that, with the very smallest inconvenience, evf 
one shall find a suitable apartment, and there shall be roi 
enough to hold another guest if one should accidentally arrive.' 

Jamo Yoluntered to be the Count's assistant ; procured hi 
all the necessary information ; taking great delight, as usual, if 
could now and then contrive to lead him astray, and leave him 
awkward difficulties. The old gentleman at last, however, _ 
a signal triumph. The arrangement was completed ; he oaai 
the names to be written on their several doors, himself attendini 
and it could not be denied that, by a very few changes and subsl 
tutiona, the object had been iiilly gained. Jamo, among othi 
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linga, had also managed that the persons, who at present took 
ct interest in each other, should be lodged together. 

■'Will you help me," said the Count to Jamo, after everything 
raa settled, " to clear up ray recollections of the young man there, 
irhom you call Meiater, and who, yon tell me, is a German?" 
*" 3 was silent ; for he knew very well that the Count was ono 
1^ those people who, in asking questions, merely wish to show 
r knowledge. The Count accordingly continued, without wait- 
1 answer : " You, I recollect, presented him to me ; and 
nly recommended him in the Prince's name. If his mother 
a German woman, I'll ho bound for it his father is an EngUsh- 
, and one of rank too : who can calculate the English blood 
t has been flowing, these last thirty years, in German veina ! 
I not wish to pump you : I know you have always family 
■ 1 of that kind ; but in such cases it is in vain to think of 
iating me," He then proceeded to detail a great variety of 
;a as having taken place with Wilhelm at the Castle ; to the 
i of which Jamo, as before, kept silence ; though the Count 
1 altogether in the wrong, confounding Wilhelm more than 
a with a young Englishman of the Prince's Buite. The truth 
I, the good old gentleman had in former years possessed a very 
:nt memory ; and was still proud of being able to remember 
inutest circimistances of his youth : hut in regard to late 
rrences, he used to settle in his mind as true, and utter with 
e greatest certainty, whatever fables and fantastic combinations 
"' B growing wealmesa of his powers, imagination might pre- 
mt to him. For the rest, he was become extremely mild and 
>ns ; his presence had a very favourable influence upon the 
ly. He would call on them to read some useful book to- 
; nay he often gave them httlo games, which, without par- 
wting in them, he directed with the greatest care. If they 
i at his condescension, he would reply, that it became a 
, who differed from the world in weighty matters, to conform 
t the more ansionaly in matters of indifference. 
In these games, our friend had, more than once, an angry 
1 unquiet feeling to endure. Friedrich, with his usual levity. 
It freqaent opportunity of giving hints that Wilhelm entertained 
s secret passion for Natalia. How conld he have found it out ? 
>Vhftt entitled him to say so ? And would not his Mends think 
that, as they two were often together, Wilhelm must have made 
I disclosure to him, so thoughtless and unlucky a disclosure ? 
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One Jay, while they were merrier than coin in on at some sucli 
joke, Augustin, dEshirig up the door, rashed iu with a fi.ightfid. 
look ; his countenance was pale, his eyes were wild ; he seemed 
ahont to speak, but his tongae refused its office. The party were 
astounded ; Lothoi'io and Jamo, supposing that his madness had 
returned, sprang up and seized Mm. With a choked and falter- 
ing Toice, then loudly and violently, he spoke and cried: "Not 
reel Haste! Help! Save tlie child 1 Fehx is poisoned!" 

They let him go ; be hastened through the door ; all followed 
him in conatematiou. They called the Doctor : Augustin madft 
fortheAbhe's chamber; they found the child ; who seemed amazed 
and frightened, when they called to him from a distance : " What 
hast then been doing ?" 

" Dear papa!" cried Felis, " I did not drink from the bottle, 
I drank from the glass : I was very thirsty." 

Angnetin struck his hands together : " Ho is lost !" cried h&i 
then pressed through the bystanders, and hastened away. 

They fotmd a glass of ahnond-milk upon the table, with tiu 
bottle near it more than half empty. The Doctor came ; waa 
told what they had seen and heard : with horror he obsurred the 
well-known laudanam-^ial lying empty on the table. He called 
for vinegar, he summoned all his ai't to his assistance. 

Natalia had the little patient taken to a room, she busied her- 
self with painM care about him. The Ahhe had run oot to seek 
Augustin, and draw some explanation from him. The unhappy 
father had been out upon the same endeavom-, but in vain : he 
returned, to find anxiety and fear on every face. The Doctor, in 
the mean time, had been exaniining the almond-milk in the glass; 
he found it to contain a powerful mixture of opium : the child was 
lying on the sofa, seeming veiy sick ; he begged his father " not 
to let them poui- more stuff into him, not to let them plague bim 
any more." Lothflrio had sent his people, and had ridden oS 
himself, endeavouring to find some trace of Augustin. Natalia 
sat beside the child ; he took refiige in her bosom, and entreated 
earnestly for her protection ; earnestly for a little piece of sugar : 
the vinegai', he said, was biting sour. The Doctor granted biS' 
request; the child was in a frightfiil agitation; they were obliged 
to let him have a moment's rest. The Doctor said that every 
means had been adopted; he would continue to do his utmost. 
The Count came near, with an air of displeasure ; Ida look was 
earnest, even solemn : he laid his hands upon the ehild ; turned 
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liis eyes to Heaven, and remained some tuomQuts in that attitude. 
"Wilhelm, who was lying inconsolable on a seat, sprang up, and 
o»Bting a despairing look at Natalia, left the room. Shortly after- 
wards the Count too left it. 

"I cannot nnderstand," said the Doctor, having paused a 

" how it comes that there is not the smallest trace of danger 

ieible about the child. At a single gulp, he muet have swallowed 

le dose of opium; yet I find no movement in his pulse 

t what may be ascribed to our remedies, and to the tenor we 

vte put liim into." 

In a few minutes Jarao entered, with intelligence that An- 

gostin had been discovered in the npper story, lying in bis blood ; 

a razor had been found beside him ; to all appeai'ance he hod out 

Iiis throat. The Doctor hastened oat ; he met the people carry- 

L lug dovm the body. The unhappy man was laid upon a bed, and 

rfttely examined : the cut had gone across the windpipe ; a 

pjooB loss of blood bad been succeeded by a swoon ; yet it was 

/ to observe that Hfe, that hope was still there. The Doctor 

t the body in a proper posture ; joined the edges of the wound, 

1 bandaged it. The night passed sleepless and fiill of caie to 

Felix would not quit Natalia : "Wilhelm sat before her on a 

; he had the boy's feet upon his lap ; the head and breast 

a lying upon hers. Thus did they divide the pleasing burden 

the painful anxiety ; and continue, till the day broke, in their 

mfortable sad position. Natalia had given her hand to Wil- 

a ; they did not speak a word ; they looked at the child and 

I ftt one another. Lothario and Jamo were sitting at the 

r end of the room, and carrying on a, most important conver- 

itian ; which, did not the pressure of events forbid ua, we would 

ily lay before our readers. The hoy slept softly ; he awoke 

> cheerfiil, early in the morning, and demanded a piece of 

1 and butter. 

So Booa aa Augnstin had in some degree reeovorod, tbey en- 
P-deavoored to obtain some explanation from him. They learned 
with difficulty, and by slow degrees, that having, by the Count's 
niducky shifting, been appointed to the same chamber with the 
Abbt!, he had found the manuscript in which his stoi^ was re- 
corded. Strnck with horror on perusing it, he felt that it was 
now impossible for liiin to live ; on which he had recourse as 
HBUal tu the laudanum : this he poured into a glass of ahnond- 
ault, and raised it to his mouth; hut be shuddered when it 
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reached Mb lips ; he set it down iintaBted ; went out to walk. 
once more across the garden, and heboid the face of nature ; and 
on his return, he found the child employed in filling up the gli 
out of which it had been diinking. 

They entreated the unhappy ei'eature to be calm ; he seized 
Wilhebn hy the hand with a spasmodic grasp, and cried : " Ah t 
why did I not leave Ibee long ago ? I knew well that I shouli 
kill the boy, and heme." " The boy lives !" said Wilbelm. Tha 
Doctor, who had listened with attention, now inquired of Au- 
gustin if all the drink was poisoned, " No," replied he, " no- 
thing but the glass." " By the luckiest chance, then," cried ths 
Doctor, "the boy has drunk from the bottle! A benignant 
Genius has guided his band, that be did not catch at death, wbici 
stood so near and ready for him." " No ! no !" cried Wilbeln 
with a groan, and clapping both his hands upon his eyes: " Hoi 
dreadful are the words ! Felix said expressly that he drank no 
from the bottle but the glass. Hia health is but a show ; he 
die among our hands." Wilbelm hastened out ; the Doctor weni 
below, and taking Felix up, with much caressing, asked : " Now 
did not you, my pretty boy ? You drank from the bottle, nol 
the glass '}" The child began to cry. The Doctor secretly in- 
formed Natalia how the matter stood : she also strove in vain t< 
get the truth from Fehs, who but cried the more ; cried till h( 
fell asleep. 

Wilbelm watched hj him ; the night went peacefully away; 
Next morning Augustin was found lying dead in bed ; he ha(" 
cheated his attendants by a seeming rest ; had silently loosenei 
the bandages, and bled to death. Natalia went to walk will 
Felix; he was sportful as in bis happiest days. " You are alwayi 
good to me," said Felix ; " you never scold, you never beat me i 
I will tell you the truth, I did drink from the bottle. Manmu 
Aureha used to rap me over the fingers eveiy time I touched thi 
bottle : father looked so sour, I thought he would beat me." 

With winged steps Natalia hastened to the Castle ; Wilhelm 
came, still overwhelmed vrithcare, to meet her. "Happy father!" 
cried she, lifting up the child, and throwing it into his arms : 
" there is thy son again ! He drank from the bottle : his naughti- 
ness has saved him." 

They told the Count the happy issue; but he Kstened with a 
smiling, silent, modest air of knowingness, like one tolerating the 
error of worthy men. Jarno, attentive to all, could not explain 
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I ihis lofty self-complacency ; till after many wmdougs, he at last 
I'diseovered it to be his Lordship's firm belief that the child had 

■ TeoUy iaken poison, and that he himself, by prayer and the lay- 
ling-OQ of hands, had miracnlouBly counteracted the eEfecta of it. 
LAfter such a feat, his Lordship now determined on departing. 
I Everything, as nsnal with him, was made ready in a moment ; 

■ tdie fair Countess, when about to go, tooli Wilhelm's hand before 
■parting with her sister's ; she then pressed both their hands be- 
Uween her own, tomed c[uichly round, and atept into the carriage, 
1 So many terrible and strange events, crowding one upon the 
H^ock of another, inducing an unusual mode of life, and putting 
^BverytMng into disorder and perplexity, had brought a sort of 
ntrverish movement into all departments of the house. The hours 
Rof sleep and wolnngK of eating, drinliing and social conversation 
Pirere inverted. EsSpt Theresa, none of them had kept in their 
■Rccastomed com'se. The men endeavoured, by increased pota- 
HEons, to recover their good humour ; and thus conununicuting 
no themselves an artificial vivacity, they drove away that natural 
RiTacity, which alone imparts to us true cheerfulness and strength 
Hbr action. 

W Wilbelm, in particular, was moved and agitated by the keenest 

nbeliiigB. Those unexpected, frightful incidents had thrown him 

WUat of all condition to resist a passion which had so forcibly 

neized his heart. FeUs was restored to him ; yet still it seemed 

nlut he had nothing: Werner's letters, the directions for his 

^■mmey were in readiness ; there was nothing wanting but tho 

Htoolntion to remove. Everything conspired to hasten him. He 

Boold not hnt conjecture that Lothario and Theresa were awaiting 

Bris departure, that they might be wedded. Jarno was unusually 

^Bleiit ; jou would have said that he had lost a portion of his 

Kiulomary cheerfulness. Happily the Doctor helped our friend, 

Bn Bome degree, from this embarrassment : he declared him aick, 

Btpd eet about administering medicine to him. 

^ The company assembled always in the evening : Friediieh, the 

nild madcap, who had often drunk more wine than suited him, 

in ^ucral took possession of the talk ; and by a thousand frolic- 

ttonie citations, fantasies and waggish allusions, often kept 

party laughing; often also threw them into awkward difficulties, 

by the liberty he took to think aloud. 

lu tho sickness of his Iriend he seemed to have little faith. 
Once when they were all together, "Pray, Doctor," cried 
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" liow 18 it jou call tlie malady our friend is labouring under ? j 
Will none of the tliiee tbousand names, with wbicli yon decorate j 
yoor ignorance, apply to it ? The disease at least is not withool; 
examples. Tliere is one euch case," continued he with an emphft- I 
tic tone, " in the Egyptian or Babylonian history." 

The company looked at one another, and smiled. 

" What call you the king- — ?" cried he, and stopped abort a, 
moment. " Well, if you will not help me, I must help myself." 
He threw the door-leaves up, and pointed to the large picture ia 
tho antechamber. "What call you the goat-beard there, with I 
the crown on, who is standing at the foot of the bed, making suoli i 
a rueful face about his sick son ? How coll yoa the heanty, wh» 
enters, and in her modest roguish eyes at once brings poison 
and antidote ? How call you the quack of q, doctor, who at this 
moment catches a glimpse of the reality, and for the firet time iu 
his life takes occasion to prescribe a reasonable recipe, to give ft. J 
drng which cores to the very heart, and is at once salutiferonS'l 
and savoury ?' ^ 

la this manner he continued babbling. The company took 
it with as good a face as might be ; hiding their emborrasameni 
behind a forced laugh. A slight blush oreispread Natalia's cheeks, 
and betrayed the movements of her heart. By good fortune, elia 
was walking up and down ^ith Jamo : on coming to the door, witb. I 
a cunning motion sho slipped out, walked once or twice across Uie 1 
antechamber, and retired to her room. 

The company were silent : Friedrioh began to dance and ] 
sing: 

" ya shall woniiera aae '. 
WliBt ha,t hnea it nut tu he ; 
Viliai is Baid ie not to Baj, 
Before the lireak of ditj 
TeBMUwondBrgBOu!" 



Theresa had gone out to find NataHa ; Friediich pniled iha | 
Doctor forward to the pictcu'e ; pronounced a ridiculous eulogjum ] 
on medicine, and glided from the room. 

Lothario had been standing all the while in the recess of ft, I 
window ; he was looking, without motion, down into the garden. ' 
Wilhelm was in the most dreadful state. Loft alone with his 
friends, he still kept silence for a time : he lan with a buiriad. 
glance over all his history, and at last, vrith shuddering, sur- 
Teyed bis present situation : he started up and cried : " If I em 
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to blame for wliat is happening, for ivhat you and I are auffering, 

ish me. In addition to mj other miseries, deprive me of your 

mdahip, and let me wander, without comfort, forth into the 

Ede world, in which I should have mingled, and withdrawn my- 

'f from notice long ago. But if you see in me the victim of b. 

jutanglement of chance, out of which I eould not thread 

J way, then g^ve me the assurance of your love, of your friend- 

tp, on a journey which I dare not now postpone. A time will 

le, when I may tell you what has passed of late within me. 

Brhapa this is but a punishment, which I am suffei"ing, because 

a enough disclose myself to yon, because I hesitated 

I display myself entirely as I was : you would have assisted me, 

a would have helped me out in proper season. Again and again 

pve my eyes been o]^)ened to my conduct ; but it was ever too 

be, it was ever in vain ! How richly do I merit Jamo'a cen- 

I imagined I had seized it ; how firmly did I purpose to 

pifloy it, to commence another life ! Could I, might I have 

It avails not for mortals to complain of Fato or of 

i ! We are wretched, and appointed for wretchedness ; 

i irhat does it matter whether blame of oui-s, higher influence 

t fiance, virtue or vice, wisdom or folly plunge us into ruin ? 

rewoll ! I will not stay another moment in a house, where I 

bre BO fearfully violated the rights of hospitality. Your brother's 

eretion is unpardonable ; it aggravates my suffering to the 

Rbeet pitch, it diives me to despair." 

■' And what," rephed Lothario, taking Wilhelm by the hand. 

What if your alliance with my sister were the secret article on 

"ioh depended my alliance with Theresa? This amends that 

pUe maiden has appointed for yon : she has vowed that these 

3 pairs should appear together at the altar. ' His reason has 

" i choice of me,' said she ; ' his heart demands Natalia : my 

won shall assist his heart.' We agreed to keep om" eyes upon 

ktolia and yom-self; wo told the Abbe of our plan, who made 

■ promise not to intermeddle with this union, or attempt to for- 

1 it, hut to suffer everything to take its course. We have 

i 80, Nature has performed her part ; our mad brother only 

wk the ripe fi-Tiit from the branch. And now, since we have 

Ine together so unusually, let us bad no common life ; let us 

Irk together in a noble manner, and for noble purposes t It ia 

isftble how much a man of true culture can accomplish for 

i others, if, without attempting to rule, he can be the 
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guardian over many; can induce them to do that in Benson, which 
they are at any rate disposed enough to do ; can guide them to 
their objects, which in general they see with due diatinctneas, 
though they miss the road to tbem. Let lis make a league for 
this : it is no enthusiasm ; hut an idea which may be folly exe- 
cuted, which indeed is often executed, only with imperfect con- 
Bcioasness, by people of benevolence and worth. Natalia is & 
living instance of it. No other need attempt to rival the plan of 
conduct which has been prescribed by nature for that pure and 
noble soul." 

He had more to aay, but Friedrich with a shout eame jump- 
ing in. " What a garland have I earned !" cried he : " how will 
you reward me ? Myrtle, laurel, ivy, leaves of oak, the freaheat 
you can find, come twist them : I have merits far beyond them 
all, Natalia ia thine ! I am the conjuror who raised this trea- 
sure for thee." 

" He raves," said Wilhehii ; " I amat go." 

"Alt thou empowered to speak?" inquired Lothario, holding 
With elm from retiring. 

" By my own authority," said Friedrich, " and the grace of 
God. It was thus I was the wooer ; thus I am the messenger : 
I listened at the door; she told the Abbe everything." 

" Barefaced rogue ! who bade thee listen ?" said Lothario. 

" Who bade her bolt the door ?" cried Friedrich. " I heard' 
it all : she was in a wondrous pucker. In the night when Felix 
seemed so ill, and was lying half npon her knees, and thou wert 
sitting comfortless before her, sharing the beloved load, she made 
a vow, that if the child died, she would confess her love to thee, 
and offer thee her hand. And now when the child lives, why 
Bhould she change her mind ? What we promise under such con- 
ditions, we keep under any. Nothing wanting but the parson ! 
He will come, and marvel what strange news he brings." 

The Abbe entered. " We know it all," cried Friedrich: "ba 
as brief as possible ; it is mere formality you come for ; they 
never send for you or me on any other score." 

"He has listened," said the Baron,— " ScondalouH !" 
claimed the Abbe. 

"Now, quick!" said Friedi'ich. "How stands it with tha 
ceremonies ? These we can reckon on our fingers. You must 
travel ; the Marchese'a invitation answers to a liairsbreadth. 
we had you once beyond the Alps, it wU! all be right : the people 
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are obKged to you for undertaking anything surprising ; you pro- 
cure them an amusement which they are not called to pay for. It 
is as if you gave a £ree ball ; all ranks partake in it." 

"In such popular festivities," replied the Abbe, '*you have 
done the pubKc much service in your time ; but today, it seems, 
you will not let me speak at all." 

" If it is not just as I have told it," answered Friedrich, " let 
us have it better. Come round, come round ; we must see them 
both together." 

Lothario embraced his friend, and led him to Natalia, who 
with Theresa came to meet them. All were silent. 

" No loitering !" cried Friedrich. " In two days you may be 
ready for your travels. Now, think you, friend," continued he, 
addressing Wilhehn, " when we first scraped acquaintance, and I 
asked you for the pretty nosegay, who could have supposed you 
were ever to receive a flower like this from me ?" 

'^Do not, at the moment of my highest happiness, remind 
me of those times !" 

" Of which you need not be ashamed, any more than one need 
be ashamed of his descent. The times were very good times : 
only I cannot but laugh to look at thee ; to my mind, thou re- 
semblest Saul the son of Kish, who went out to seek his father's 
asses, and found a kingdom." 

** I know not the worth of a kingdom," answered Wilhelm ; 
"but I know I have attained a happiness which I have not de- 
served, and which I would not change with anything in life." 



WILHELM MEISTEK'S TRAVELS 

OS 

THE EEJSTJISrCIANTS. 

ANOTBL. 

To travel now tV Apinreniioe does essay. 

And every step is girt with doubt and danger : 

In truth he uses not to sing or pray ; 

But is his path perplexed, this toilsome ranger 

Does turn an earnest eye, when mist^s above him. 

To his o?ni heart, and to the hearts that love him. 



Scarce could tell you rightly 

Whether I'm the same or not ; 
If you task me very tightly : 

Yes, this is my sense you've got ; 
Sense that vexes, then assuages, 

Now too light, and now too dark. 
But in some few hundred pages 

May again come to the mark. 



Does Fortune try thee ? She had caase to do't ; 
She wish'd thee abstment : obey, be mnte I 



What, shap'st thbu here at the world ! 'tis shapen long ago ; 

The Maker shap'd it, he thonght it best even so : 

Thy lot is appointed, go follow its hest ; 

Thy course is began, thoa mnst walk, and not rest ; 

For sorrow and care cannot alter thy case ; 

And running, not raging, will win thee the race. " 



Enweri tells us, a most royal man. 
The deepest heart and highest head to scan : 
* In every place, at every time, thy surest chance 
Lies in Decision, Justice, Tolerance.' 



My inheritance, how wide and fair ! 
Time is my estate ; to Time I'm heir. 



Now it is Day ; be doing every one ! 

For the Night cometh, wherein work can none. 
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And 60 I, in Tale adjoining, 

Lift old treasureB into day ; 

K not gold or perfect coining, 

They are metals anyway : 

Thou canst sort them, thon canst Bonder, 

Thou canst melt and make them one ; 

Then take that with smiling wonder, 

Stamp it like thyself, my son. 
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Chapter I* 

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. 

WiLHELM was sitting tmder the shadow of a huge crag, on a 
shaggy impressive spot^ where the steep mountain -path turned 
abruptly round a comer down into the chasm. The sun was still 
high, and brightening the tops of the pine-trees in the clefts at 
his feet. He was looking at something in his note-book, when 
Felix, who had been clambering about, came to him with a stone 
in his hand. ''What is the name of this stone, father?" said 
the boy. 

" I know not," answered Wilhelm. 

" Can this be gold that glitters in it so ?" said Felix. 

" No, no," replied Wilhelm ; *' and now I remember, people 
can it mica, or cat-gold." 

" Cat-gold !" said the boy smiling : "* And why ?" 

'' I suppose, because it is false, and cats are reckoned false 

too." 

*' Well, I will note that," said the son, and put in the stone 

biriflc the rest, with which he had already filled his pockets. 

Scarcely was this over, when, adown the steep path, a strange 

gh appearance came in sight. Two boys, beautiful as day,-— 

loured jackets, which you might have taken for outer shirts, 

^reffttory Introduotion to tHs English Version, and to the Book called 
m Bamance (Edinburgh, 1827), of which it forms the 4th or concluding 
<«, are to be found, suprctt at p. Sll and p. 866, Vol. VI. of Works (Vol. I. of 

SOfltM). 
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— came lioundmg down one after the other ; and "Wilhehn had 
opportunity of viewiDg them more closely, as they faltered, on ob- 
serving him, and stopped for a moment. Eoond ths elder boy'a 
head waved rich fair lockB, which you looked at first, on observing 
him ; and then his dear blue eyes attracted your attention, which 
spread itself with delight over his beautiful shape. The younger, 
more like a friend than a, brother, was decked with brown sleek 
hair ; which hung down over his shoulders, and the reflection of 
which appeared to he imaged in his eyes. 

These strange, and in this wilderness quite unexpected beings, 
"Wilhelm bad not time to view more narrowly, for he beard a 
man's voice calling down round the comer of the crag, in a serious 
but friendly tone : 

" Why do you stand still ? Don't stop the way !" 
Wilbelm looked upwards ; and if the children had surprised 
him, what he now saw filled him with astonishment. A stout, 
firmset, not too tall young man, tucked up for walking, of brown 
complexion and black hair, was stepping firmly and carefiilly 
down the rock -way ; and leading an ass behind Lini, which first 
presented its glossy well-trimmed head, and then the fair burden < 
it bore, A soft lovely woman was seated on a large and well- 
pannelled saddle : in her arms, within a blue mantle which hung. 
over her, lay an infant, which she was pressing to her breast, and 
looking at with indescribable tendei'uesa. The man did as tha 
children had done ; faltered for a moment at sight of Wilhelm. 
The beast slackened its step, but the descent was too precipitous ; 
the travellers could not halt ; and Wilhelm with astonishment 
saw them vanish behind the contiguons wall of rocks. 

Nothing was more natural than that this singular procession, 
should cut shoit his meditations. He rose in no small curiosity, 
and looked from his position towards the chasm, to see whether 
they would not again make their appearance somewhere below. 
He was just about descending to salute these strange travellers, 
when Fehx came climbing up, and said : " Father, may I not go 
home with these boys to their bouse ? They want to take me 
with them. Thou must go too, the mnn said to me. Come! 
They are waiting down there !" 

" I will speak with tbem," answered Wilhelm, 
He found them at a place where the path was more level ; 
and he could not but gaze in wonder at the singular figures which 
had so strongly attracted bis attention. Not till now had it been 



i power to note the peculiarities of the group. The yoting 
lout man, he found, had a joiner's axe on hia shoulder, and a long 
thin iron square. The children bore in their hands large sedge- 
tufts, like palms ; and if in this point they resemhled angek, they 
likewise carried little haaketa with ahop-wares in them, thereby 
resembling the little daily posts, as they pass to and fro over the 
Mountains. The mother also, he observed, on looking more lei- 

» surely, wore under her blue mantle a reddish mild-coloured lower 
garment ; so that The Flight into Egypt, which our friend had 
|d often seen painted, he now with amazement saw bodied forth 
Before his eyes. 
The strangers exchanged salutations ; and as Wilhelm, from 
Borpriae and attention, could not speak, the young man said : 
*' Our children have formed a friendship in these few moments. 
Will you go with ua, to ace whether some kind relation will not 
spring up between the elder parties also ?" 

Wilhelm bethought himself an instant, and then answered : 

_" The aspect of your little family procession awakens trust and 

wd-will; and to confess it frankly, curiosity no less, and a lively 

3 to be better acquainted with you. For at the first glance, 

e might aak himself the question : Whether you are real travel- 

, or only Spirits that take pleasure in enlivening these unin- 

Ubitable Mountains by pleasant visions ?" 

" Then come home with us to our dwelling," said the other, 
ome with us!" cried the children, already drawing Felix along 
1 them. " Come with ua !" said the woman, turning her soft 
mdlineas from the auckling to the atranger. 

Without reflecting, Wilhelm answered : " I am sorry that for 

ihe present moment I cannot follow you. This night, at least, 

~ must spend np at the Bordor-houae. My portmanteau, my 

all is lying up there, unpacked, intrusted to no one. But 

,t I may prove my wish and purpose to satisfy your friendly in- 

tation, take my Felix vrith you as a pledge. Tomorrow I shall 

e you. How far is it ?" 

" We shall be home before sunset," said the carpenter: " and 

Q the Border-house you arc but a league and a half. Your boy 

s our household for thip night, and tomorrow we expect 

The man and the animal aet forth. Wilhelm smiled thought- 
dly to see his Felix so soon received among the Angels. The 
ley had ahready seized a aedge-tuft, and taken the basket from 



I 



tlie younger of liia companions. Tlie procession was again on Uie 
point of vanishing behind a ledge of rock, when Wilhelm recol- 
lected himself, and cried: "But how shall I inquire you out?" 

" Ask for St. Joseph !" sounded from the hollow; and the 
vhole vision had sunk behind the blue shady wall of cliffs. A 
pious hymn, uplifted on a chorus of several voices, rose echoing 
from the distance ; and Wilhelm thought he could distinguiah 
the voice of Lis Felix among the reat. 

He ascended the path, and thus protracted the pei-iod of sun- 
set. The heavenly star, which he had more than once lost eight 
of, illuminated him afresh as he momited higher, and it was still 
day when he reached his inn. Once more he delighted himself 
with the vast momitain-prospect ; then \vithdrow to his chamber, 
where immediately he seized hie pen, and passed a part of the 
night in writing. 

WiUielm to Natalia. 
Now at last I have reached the Smnmit, the smumit of the 
Moimtains, which will place a stronger separation betwist as ihan 
all the tract I had passed over before. To my feeling, one is still 
in the neighbourhood of those he loves, so long as the streams 
run down fi'om bim towards them. Today I can still fancy to 
myself that the twig, which I east into the forest-brook, may per- 
haps float down to her, may in a few days land at her garden ; 
and thus om' spirit sends its images more easily, our heart its 
sympathies, by the same downwai'd course. But over on the other 
side, I fear, there rises a wall of division against the imagination 
and the feelings. Yet this perhaps is but a vain anxiety; for over 
on the other side, after all, it will not be otherwise than it is here. 
"What could paii me from thee ! From thee, whose own I am for- 
ever, though a strange destiny sunders me from thee, and tmex- 
pectedly shuts the heaven to which I stood so noai'. I had time 
to compose myself; aud yet no time could have sufficed to give 
me that composui'e, bad I not gained it from thy mouth, from thy 
lips, in that decisive moment. How could I have torn myself 
away, if the enduring thread had not been sjiun, which is to unite 
us for Time and Eternity? Yet I must not speak of all this. Thy 
tender commands I will not break ; on this mountain top, be it 
the last time that I name the word Separation before thee ! My 
life is to become a restless wandering. Strange duties of the wan- 
derer have I to fidfil, and peculiar ti'ials to undergo. How I often 
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smile within myself, when I read the terms which thou prescrih- 
edst to me, which I prescribed to myself. Many of them have 
been kept, many broken ; but even while breaking them, that 
sheet is of use to me, that teatimonial of my last confession, of my 
lust absolution : it Bpeaks to me as an authoritative couBcience, 
and I again turn to the right path. I watch myself; acd my faults 
no longer rush lite mountain-torrents, one over the other. 

Yet I will confess to thee, I many times wonder at those Teach- 
ers and Guides of men, who impose on their scholara nothing but 
external mechanical datiea. They malte the task, for themselves 
and the world, a light one. For this very part of my obhgations, 
which at first seemed the heaviest, the strangest, I now observe 
with greatest ease, with greatest aatislaction. 

I am not to stay beyond three days under one roof, I am to 
quit no inn without removing at least one league from it. These 
regulations are in truth calculated to make my life a life of Travel, 
and to prevent the smallest thought of settlement from taking 
hold of me. Hitherto I have fulfilled this condition to the let- 
ter; not even using all the Hberty it grants me. This is the first 
time that I have paused : here, for the first time, I sleep three 
nights in the same bed. From this spot I send thee much that 
I have heard, observed, laid up for thoe ; and early in the morn- 
ing, I descend on the other side ; in tlie first place, to a strange 
fiunily, I might almost say, a Holy Family, of which, in my Jour- 
nal, thou wilt find farther notice. For the present, farewell; and 
lay down this sheet with the feeling that it has but one thing to 
say, but one thing which it would say and repeat forever; yet 
will not aay it, n'ill not repeat it now, till I have once more the 
happiness of lying at thy feet, and weeping over thy hands for all 
that I renounce. 

JUorning. 

My packing is done. The porter is girding the portmanteau 
on his dorsel, Aa yet the sun is not up ; vapours are streaming 
out of all the hollows, but the upper sky is clear. We step down 
into the gloomy deeps, which also will soon brighten over our 
heads. Let me send my last sigh home to thee ! Let my last 
look towards thee be yet blinded with involuntary tears ! I am 
decided and determined. Thou shalt hear no more complaints 
from me : thou shalt hear only what happens to the wanderer. 
And yet now, when I am on the point of ending, a thousand 
'its, wishes, hopes and purposes come crowding through my 
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Boul. Happily the people force me away. The porter calla me ; 
and mine host has already in my presence began sorting the 
apartment, as if I were gone : thus feelingless, imprudent heirs 
do not hide, from the departing testator, their preparations foi' 
assuming management. 



ST. JOSEPH THE SECOND. 

Already had the wanderer, following hia porter on foot, left 
the steep rocks behind and above him; already were they ti-avers- 
ing a softer mid range of hills ; and hastening thi-ough many a 
well-pnmed wood, over many a friendly meadow, forward and for- 
ward; till at last they found themaelvea on a declivity, and looked 
down into a beautifully cultivated valley, begirt on all sides with 
hills. A lai'ge monastic edifice, half in rains, half in repair, im- 
mediately attracted their attention. " This is St. Joseph," said 
the porter : " Pity for the fine Church ! Do but look how &esb 
and firm it still holds up its pillars through bush and tree, though 
it has lain many hnndred years in decay," 

" The Cloister, on the contrary," saidWilhelm, "I obserre, 
is kept in good state." 

" Yes," said the other; "there is a Schaffiier lives here; 
he manages the husbandry, collects the dues and tithes, which 
the people far and wide have to pay him." 

So speaking, they had entered throogh the open gate into s 
spacious court, surrounded with earnest-looking, well-kept build- 
ings, and announcing itself as the residence of some peacefal 
community. Among the children playing in the area, Wilhelm 
noticed Felix ; the other two were the Angels of last night. The 
friendly trefoil came running towards him, with salutations and 
assurances that papa would soon be back. He, in the mean 
while, they said, must go into the hall, and rest himself. 

How surprised was Wilhelm when the children led him into 
this apartment which they named the hall. Passing dii'ectly from 
the court, through a large door, our wanderer found himself in a 
very cleanly undecayed Chapel, which, however, as he saw well 
enough, bad been fitted up for the domestic naes of daily life. 
On the one side stood a table, a settle, some chaii-s and beuohes; 
on the other side a neatly-carved dresser, with variegated potterj", 
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rjngs and glasses. Some cheats and tninba were standing in 
■finitable niches ; and, simple as the whole appeared, there wna 
Inot wanting an air of comfort ; and daily household life looked 
' forth from it with an aspect of in\-itation. The Ught fell in from 
1 high windows on the side. But what most roused the attention 
r of the wanderer, was a series of colom'ed figures painted on the 
, stretching under the windows, at a considerable height, 
roond three quarters of the Chapel ; and hanging down to the 
RvainBcot, which covered the remainder of the wall to the ground. 
■The pictm-es represented the histoiT of St. Joseph. Here you 
might see him first employed with nis cai-pentry work ; here he 
psneets Mary, and a lily is sprouting from the ground between 
■ them, while Angels hover round obaerying them. Here his be- 
trothing takes place ; nest comes the salutation of the Angel. 
Here he is sitting disconsolate among his neglected work; he has 
Iflid-hy the axe, and is thinking to put away bis wife. But now 
appears the Angel to him in a di-eam, and hia situation changes. 
With reverence be looks on the new-hom Child in the Stable at 
Bethlehem, and-prays to it. Soon after this, comes a wonder- 
HtiUy beautiftil pictore. You obseiTe a (jnantity of timber lying 
'resaed; it is just to be put together, and by chance two of the 
^eces form a cross. The Child has fallen asleep on the cross ; 
H mother aits by, and looks at him with heartfelt love; and the 
foster-father pauses with bis labour, that he may not awaken him. 
Nest follows the Flight into Egypt : it called forth a smile from 
pie gazing traveller; for he saw here on the walls a repetition of 
B living figures be had met last night- 
He had not long pursued hia contemplations, when the land- 
lord entered ; whom he directly recognised as the leader of the 
Holy Caravan. They saluted each other cordially; much conver- 
iioa followed ; yet Wilhelm's chief attention continued fixed on 
U pictures. The host observed the tecling of his guest, and he- 
1 with a smile : " No doubt you are wondering at the strange 
Iccordoiice of this building with its inhabitants, whom you got 
sqmiiuted with last night. Yet it is perhaps still more singular 
1 you suppose : the building has ui truth formed the inhabit- 
Dte. For when the inanimate has life, it can also produce what 
B life." 

' Yes, indeed !" answered Wilhelm; " I should be surprised 
tttba spirit, which worked so powerfully in this mountain -solitude 
; centuries ago, and drew round it such a mighty body of edi- 
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fices, possessions and rights^ diffiising. in return the blessings of 
manifold culture over the region, could not still, out of these ruins, 
manifest the force of its life on some living being. But let us 
not linger on general reflections ; make me acquainted with your 
history ; let me know how it can possibly have happened, that 
without afiectation and presumption, the past again represents 
itself in you, and what was, again is." 

Just as Wilhehn was expecting responsive information from * 
the lips of his host, a friendly voice in the court cried : *' Joseph !" 
The man obeyed it, and went out. 

" So he too is Joseph !'^ said Wilhelm to himself. ** This is 
strange enough ; and yet not so strange as that, in his life, he 
should personate his Saint." At the same time looking through 
the door, he saw the Virgin Mother of last night, speaking with 
her husband. They parted at last ; the woman walked towards 
the opposite building. ** Mary," cried he after her, ** a word 
more." 

* * So she too is Mary ! ' ' said Wilhelm inwardly. * ' Little would 
make me feel as if I were transported eighteen hundred years 
into the past!" He thought of the solemn and secluded valley in 
which he was, of the wrecks and silence all round; and a straiige 
antiquarian mood came over him. It was time for the landlord 
and children to come in. The latter called for Wilhelm to go and 
walk, as the landlord had still some business to do. And now 
came in view the ruins of the Church, with its many shafts and 
columns, with its high peaks and walls ; which looked as if gather- 
ing strength in the influence of wind and weather ; for strong 
trees from of old had taken root in the broad backs of the walls, 
and now in company with grass, flowers and moss in great quan- 
tities, exhibited bold hanging gardens vegetating in the air. Soft 
sward-paths led you up the banks of a lively brook ; and from a 
little elevation our wanderer could now overlook the edifice and 
its site with more interest, as its occupants had become still more 
singular in his eyes, and by their harmony with their abode had 
awakened his liveliest curiosity. 

The promenaders returned ; and found in the religious hall a 
table standing covered. At the upper end was an arm-chair, in 
which the mistress of the house took her seat. Beside her she 
had placed a high wicker cradle, in which lay the little infant ; 
the father sat next this on her left hand, Wilhelm on her right. 
The three children occupied the under space of the table. An old 
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(ving-maid brought in a well-readied meal. Eating aud driuk- 
' tnplementa alike pointed to the past. Tho children afforded 
matter for talk, while Wilhelm could not satisfy hiuaaelf with look- 
ing at the form and the hearing of his saintly LoBtcBS. 

Their repast over, the company aaparatod. The landlord took 
liis guest to a shatly spot in the Ruin, where, from an elevated 
station, the pleasant prospect down the valley lay entire before 
tbem ; and farther ott', the heights of the lower country, with 
their fruitful declivities and ivoody backs, were seen protruding 
one behind the other. " It ia fair," anid the landlord, " that I 
satisfy your curiosity ; and the rather, as I feel that you can view 
the strange with seriousDoss, when yoti find it resting an a serious 
ground. This religious foundation, the remains of which are lying 
round us, was dedicated to the Holy Family, and in old timoa 
noted as a place of pilgrimage for many woudors done in it. The 
Church was consecrated to the Mother and the Son. It has lain 
for several centnries in rains. The Chapel, dedicated to the Holy 
Foster-father, still remains, as does likewise the serviceable part 
of the Cloister. The revenuea have for many years belonged to 
a temporal Prince, who keeps a Stewai-d or Schaffner here ; this 
Bchaffiier am I, son of the last Schaffner, who also succeeded his 
father in the ofGce. 

" St. Joseph, though any regular worship of him has long 
ceased here, had been so helpful to our family, that it is not to be 
vondered at, if they felt particularly well inclined towards him : 
beDce came it that they had me baptised by the name of Joseph, 
and thereby, I may say, in some sense determined my whole 
future way of life. I grow up : and if I used to help my father 
in njiinaging the dues, I attached myself as gladly, nay still more 
gladly, to my mother, who cheerfully distributed her bounty ac- 
cording to her fortune, and for her kindness and good deeds was 
known and loved over all the Moimtains. Ere long she would 
send me out, now this way, now that ; now to fetch, now to 
carry, now direct ; and I very speedily began to be at homo in 
this sort of pious occupation. 

" In general, our Mountain Ufe has something more humane 
b it than the life of lowknders. The inhabitants here are nearer, 
uul, if yon will, more remote also. Oar wants are smaller, but 
more pressiug. Each man is placed more on hia own footing; he 
mnst learn to depoud on his own bands, on bis own hmbs. The 
iibuurer, the post, the porter, all imlto in one person ; each of us 
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is mora connected with the other, meets him ofteuer, and lives | 
with him in joint activity. 

"As I wai still yoang, and my shonldei-s conld not bear heaTjl 
burdens, I fell upon a thought of furnishing a little asa with pan-£ 
niers, which I might drive before me up and down the steep foot-^ 
paths. In the Mountaina the ass is no such despicable animal as 
in the plain country, where the labourer that ploughs with horsea 
reckons himself better than he that turns his furrow with oxen. 
And I walked behind my beast with the less hesitation, as I had J 
before observed in the Chapel that an animal of this same t 
had been promoted to such honour as to carry God and him 
Mother. This Chapel was not then, however, in the state yoit 
now see it in. It had been treated as a carthouse, nay almoB^ 
as a stable. Firewood, stakes, implements, barrels and ladderg.J 
everj*thing that came to hand, lay huddled together in it. Lucki 
that the pictures were so liigh, and the wainscot could stantu 
some hardships. But even in my childhood, I osed many a tim« 
to clamber over the wood, and delight myself ■with looking at tiu 
pictures, which no one could properly explain to me. However,! 
I knew at least that the Saint whose life stood depicted on tbeaM_ 
walls was my patron ; and I rejoiced in him as much as if he had.1 
been my uncle. I waxed in stature ; and it being an express con- 
dition, that whoever meant to aspire after this post of SehafBier 
mast practise some handicraft, our family, desiring that I might 
inherit ao good a benefice, determined on putting me to letuua 
some trade ; and such a one, at the same time, as might he nse-T 
ful here in om' upland way of life, 

" My father was a cooper, and had been aceustomed to supplji 
of himself whatever was rciiuircd in that sort ; from which tker4 
arose no little profit, both to himself and the country. But ] 
conld not prevail on myself to follow him in this business, 
inclination drew me irresistibly to the joiner trade ; the tools a 
materials of which I had seen, from infancy upwards, so accurateljfl 
and cii'cnmstantially painted beside my Patron Saint. I signified^^ 
my wish : nothing could be objected to it ; the less, as in our fre* 
quent buildings, the carpenter is often wanted here ; nay, if he 
have any sleight iu his trade and fondness for it, especially in 
forest districts, the arts of the cabinet-maker, and even of tl 
carver, he close beside his province. And what still farther con-J 
firmed me in my higher purposes was a picture, which now, alaffiS 
is almost effaced. If once you know what it is meant to represent,* 
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I may still be able to decipher the fignres, when I take you to 

Jok at it. 8t. Joseph had got no lower a conuniBSion than to 

3 a throne for King Herod. The royal seat was to he erected 

iween two given pillars. Joseph carefully measuroB the hreadth 

i height, and fashions a costly throne. But how astonished is 

B, how alarmed, on carrying his finished work to the place : the 

' I too high, and not broad enough. King Herod, as we 

inow, was a man that did not understand jesting : the pious 

Wright is in the greatest perplesitj. The divine Child, accug- 

coed to follow him everywhere, and in childlike humble sport to 

f hia tools after him, observes his strait, and is immediately 

l.boud with advice and assistance. He requires of his Fostcr- 

Sier to take hold of the throne by the one aide, he himself grasps 

f by the other, and both begin to pull. Easily and pliantly, as 

t it had been made of leather, the carved throne extends in 

jadth, contracts proportionably in length, and fits itself to fho 

ice with the nicest accuracy, to the great comfort of the reaa- 

ired Master, and the perfect satisfaction of the King. 

" This throne was, in my youth, quite distinctly visible ; and 

7 the remains of the one side yon will still be able to discern, 

pat there waa no want of carving on it ; which indeed must have 

wn easier for the painter, than it woidd have been for the car- 

mter, had such a thing been required of him. 

" That circumstance, however, raised no scruples in me ; hut 
X)ked on the handicraft, to which I had devoted myself, in so 
iDonrable a light, that I was all impatience to be apprenticed to 
B"j a longing which waa the easier to fulfil, as a master of the 
' 3 lived in our neighbourhood, who worked for the whole dis- 
et, and kept several apprentices and jonmeymen about him. 
las I continued in the neighbourhood of my parents, and to a 
rtain extent pursued my former way of life also ; seeing I em- 
byed ray leisure houi'S and holydays in doing those charitable 
^Bages which my mother still intrusted to me. 



" So passed several years," continued the narrator. " I very 

Don eom])rehended the principles of my trade ; and my fi'ame, 

mded by labour, was equal to the undertaking of everything 
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connected with the business. At the same time, I kept managing 
iny ancient service, wliich my good mother, or rather the sick and ' 
destitnte, required at my hands. I moved with my beast through 
the Mountains ; punctually distributed my lading, and brooght 
back fi'om shopkeepers and merchants what we needed here at- j 
home. 

" My master was contented with me, my parents also. Already 
I enjoyed the satisfaction, in my wanderings, of seeing many a 
house which I bad helped to raise, or had myself decorated. For, | 
in particular, that last notching of the beam-ends, tliat carriog j 
of certain simple forms, that branding-in of pretty fignreflr that j 
red-painting of certain recesses, by which a wooden house in the j 
Moimtains acquires so pleasant an aspect; these arts were spe- 
cially intrusted to me, as I always made the best hand of socli 
tasks, having Herod's Throne and its ornaments constantly in ' 
my head. 

" Among the help-needing persons, whom my mother took 
pecuHar charge of, were particularly yoong wives near the time 
of their confinement ; as by degrees I conld well enough remark, 
though in such cases the commissions given me were veiled in a, 
certain mystery. My messages, on these occasions, never reached 
directly to the party concerned : but everything passed throng 
the hands of a good old woman, who lived down the dale, uid 
was called Frau EUzabeth. My mother, herself skilful in the art 
which saves life to so many at their very entrance into life, con- : 
stantly maintained a good understanding with Frau Elizabeth; I 
and I often heard, in all quarters, that many a one of our stout | 
mountaineers stood indebted for his e^stence to these two women, i 
The secrecy with which Elizabeth received me at all times ; her 
pointed replies to my enigmatical questions, which I mj-self did 
not understand, awoke in me a singular reverence for her; uid j 
her house, which was extremely clean, appeared to me to repi*- J 
sent a sort of sanctoary. 

" Meanwhile, by my acquirements and adroitness in my craft, 1 
I bad gained considerable influence in the iamily. As my lather, T 
in the character of cooper, bad taken charge of the collar and its 1 
contents, I now took charge of roof and room, and repaired many 1 
a damaged part in the old building. In particular, I contrived to J 
make some fallen bams and out-houses once more serviceable fc>r 1 
domestic use; and scarcely was this done, when I set about olean- I 
ing and clearing out my beloved Chapel. In a few days, it was I 
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t&t in order, Blmo8t as you see it at present : and sueh pieces of 
ne wainscot as were damaged, or altogether wanting, I had endea- 
voured, as I went along, to restore in the same fashion as the rest. 
These door-leaves of the entrance too, you might think were old 
enough ; yet they are of my workmanship. I passed several years 
in carving them at leisure hoars, having first mortised the body 
of them firmly together ont of strong oaken planks. Whatever 
of ^6 pictm^s had not heen effaced or irjured at that time, has 
since continued miimpaired ; and I assisted onr glazier in a new 
house he was erecting, under the condition of his puttingin coloured 
windows here. 

" If these figures and thoughts on the Saint's life had hitherto 
occupied my imagination, the whole impressed itself on me with 
tnoch more liveliness, now that I could again regard the place as 
a sanctuary; coald linger in it, and muse at leisure on what I saw 
or conjectured. There lay in me an irresistible desire to follow 
in the footsteps of this Saint ; and as a similar history waa not 
to be looked for in these times, I detennined on commencing my 
K-xesemblaQce &om the lowest point upwards ; as indeed, by the 
e of my beast of burden, I had already commenced it long ago. 
I small creature, wliich I had hitherto employed, would no 
r content me : I chose for myself a far more stately carrier, 
d got a large stout saddle, which was equally adapted for riding 
1 packing. A pair of new baskets were also procured ; and 
t of many-coloured knots, flakes and tufts, intermixed with 
igling tags of metal, decorated the neck of my long-eared beast, 
'i might now show itself beside its model on the wall. No 
) thought of mocking me, when I passed over the Monntaina 
I. this equipment : people do not quarrel with Benevolence for 
tting on a strange outside. 

" Meonwhile, war, or rather its consequences, had approached 
r district ; for dangerous bands of vagabond deserters had more 
I puce collected, and here and there practised much violence 
i iranton mischief. By the good order of our Provincial Mill- 
ie by patrolling and prompt watchfulness, the e\-il was very soon 
" ; but we too quickly relapsed into our fonner careless- 
, and, before we thought of it, new disorders broke forth, 
" For a long time all had been quiet in our neighbourhood, 
i I had travelled peacefully with my ass along the accustomed 
'm; till one day passing over a newly-sown glade of the forest, 
lolMenred a female form sitting, or rather lying, at the edge of 
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the fence-ditch. She seemed to he asleep or in a swoon. I endea- 
Yonred to recall her ; and as she opened her eyes and sat npright, 
she cried with eagerness : * Where is he ? Did you see him ?' I 
asked : * Whom ?' She replied : ' My hnshand !' Considering her 
extremely yonthfiil appearance, I had not been expecting this 
reply : yet I continued, so mnch the more kindly, to assist her, 
and assm« her of my sympathy. I learned that the two trayellers 
had left their carnage, the road being so heayy, and struck into a 
footpath to make a shorter cut. Hard by, they had been overtaken 
by armed marauders ; her husband had gone off fighting with 
them ; she, not able to follow him &r, had sunk on this spot, and 
lain there she knew not how long. She pressingly begged of me 
to leaTe her, and hasten after her husband. She rose to her feet; 
and the fairest, loveliest form stood before me; yet I could ea^y 
observe, that she was in a situation, in which she might soon re-' 
quire the help of my mother and Fran Elizabeth. We disputed a 
while : for I wished, before all, to bring her to some place of safety ; 
she wished, in the first place, to have tidings of her husband. 
She would not leave the trace of him; and all my arguments would, 
perhaps, have been unavailing, had not a party of our Militia, 
which the tidings of fresh misdeeds had again called out into ser- 
vice, chanced to pass that way through the forest. These I in- 
formed of the matter ; with them the necessary arrangements 
were made, the place of meeting appointed, and so the business 
settled for the time. With great expedition I hid my panniers 
in a neighbouring cave, which had often served me before as a 
repository : I adjusted my saddle for easy riding : and not with- 
out a strange emotion, lifted the fair burden on my willing beast, 
which knowing of itself what path to choose, left me at liberty to 
walk by her side. 

*' You can figure to yourself, without my describing it at large, 
in what a strange mood I was. What I had long been seeking, I 
had now found. I felt as if I were dreaming, and then again as 
if I were awakening from a dream. That heavenly form, which 
I saw as it were hovering in the air, and bending aside from the 
green branches, now seemed to me like a dream which had risen 
in my soul through those figures in the Chapel. Soon those 
figures themselves seemed to me to have been only dreams, which 
were here issuing in a fair reality. I asked her many things ; she 
answered me softly and kindly, as beseemed a dignified distress. 
She often desired me, when we reached any open height, to stop, 
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round, to listen. She desired me with such grace, with 
deep wistfnl look from mider her long black eye-Iaahes, 
lould not but do whatever lay in my power ; nay at last I 
climbed to the top of a high solitary branchless pine. Nerer had 
this feat of my handicraft been more welcome to me ; never had I 
with greater joy brought down ribbons and silks from such eleva- 
tions at festiv^ and fairs. But for this time, alaa, I came back 
without booty ; above, as below, I could hear or see nothing. In 
the end, she herself called me down, and beckoned to me earnestly 
with her hand; nay at last, as iii gliding down, I quitted my hold 
a considerable way up, and dropt on the groimd, she gave a 
BCream, and a sweet kindliness spread over her face as she saw 
me before her unhmi, 

' Why should I tell you in detail of tho hundred attentions, 
with which I strove the whole way to be pleasing, to divert her 
thoughts from her gi-ief ? Indeed, how could I ! For it is the 
very quality of true attention, that at the moment it makes a 
nothing aU. To my feeling, the flowers which I broke for her, 
■the distant scenes which I showed her, the hills, the woods which 
'I named to her, were so many precious treasures which I was 
giving her to obtain for myself a place among her interests, as 
one tries to do by presents, 

" Already she had gained ma for my whole life, when we 
.leached our destination, at that good old woman's door, and I 
V a painful separation close at hand. Once more I ran over 
her form, and as my eyes came on her feet, I stooped as if 
lo adjust something in my girdle, and kissed the daintiest shoe 
' at I had ever seen, yet without her noticing me. I helped her 
down, sprang up the steps, and called in at the door : ' Frau 
Elizabeth, here is a visitor !' The good old woman came down : 
and I looked over her shoiddera towards the house, as the fair 
being mounted the steps, with graceful sorrow, and inward pain- 
ful self- consciousness ; till she gratefully embraced my worthy 
old woman, and accompanied her into the better chamber. They 
shut the door, and I was left standing outside by my ass, like a 
mau that has delivered a loading of precious wares, and is again 
as poor a carrier as before. 
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THE LILT- STALK. 



' I WAS still lingering in my departure, for I knew not wha,t 
) if I were gone, when Fran Elizabetli came to the door, and 



7 mother down to her ; and then to 



go 
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about, and, if possible, get tidings of the husband. ' Mary begs 
yoa very much to do this,' said she. ' Can I not speak with her 
again myself?' replied I. 'That will not do,' said Elizabeth; 
and we parted. In a short time I reached our dwelling ; my 
mother waa ready that same night to go over, and be helpful to 
the young stranger, I hastened down the conntry, thinking I 
should get the surest intelligence at the Amtmann's. Bat the 
Amtmann himself waa still in uncertainty ; and as I was known 
to him, he iuTited me to pass the night there. It seemed in- 
terminably long, and still I had the fair form before my eyes, as 
she sat gently swaying in the saddle, and looking down to me so 
sorrowful and friendly. Every moment I hoped for news. To 
the worthy husband I honestly wished life and safety, and yet I 
liked so well to fancy her a widow ! The ranging troops by little 
and little collected ; and after many variable ramoiirs, the cer- 
tainty at last came to light, that the carriage waa saved, bnt the 
hapless traveller dead of his wounds in a neighbouring village. I 
learned also, that according to our first arrangement, some of the 
party had gone to conmiunicate the melancholy tidings to Ftau 
Ehzabeth ; consequently I had nothing more to do there. Yet a 
boundless impatience, an immeasurable longing, drove me over 
wood and mountain once more to her threshold. It was dark ; 
the door was shut ; I saw light in the room, I saw shadows mov- 
ing on the curtains ; and thus I sat watching on a bench opposite 
the house ; still on the point of knocking, and still withheld tjr 
many considerations. 

" But why should I go-on describing to you what is in itself 
of no interest ? In short, nei^t morning too the house was shot 
against me. They knew the heavy tidings, they needed me no 
farther ; they sent me to my father, to my work ; they would 
not answer my inquiries ; they wanted to be rid of me, 

" For eight days this aoi-t of treatment had continued, when 
at last Fran Elizabeth called me in : ' Step softly, my fidend," 
said she ; ' but enter without scruple,' She led mo into a trim 



«partment ; where, in the comer, thi'ough the half-opened curtaina, 
I saw my fair one drosBed, and sittiiig upright in the bed, Fran 
Elizabeth went towards her as if to annormce me ; lifted some- 
thing from the bed, and brought it me ; wrapt in the whitest 
swathings, tho prettiest hoy ! Fran Elizabeth held it straight 
betwixt the mother and me ; and just then the Lily-stalk occurred 
to me, which in the picture springs from the ground between 
Joseph and Marj', as witness of their pure relation. From that 
moment, I was certain of my cause, certain of my happiness. I 
conld approach her with freedom, speak with her, bear her hea- 
Tonly eye, take the hoy on my arm, and imprint a warm kiss on 
his brow. 

" ' How I thank you for your love to that orphan child !' said 
the mother. Unthinkingly, and briskly, I cried: 'It is no orphan 
■«07 longer, if yon like 1' 

■' Fran Elizabeth, more pnident than I, took the child from 
piy hands, and got me pnt away. 

*' To this hour, when I chance to be wandering oyer oui monn- 

i and forests, the remembrance of that time forms my hap- 
piest entertainment. I can still recall the. slightest particnlai's ; 
vliich, however, as is fit, I spare you at present. Weeks passed 
; Mary was recflvered ; I could see her oftener, my intercourse 
■nitli her was a train of services and attentions. Her family cir- 
mstances allowed hor to choose a residence according to her 
ICKBure. She first stayed with Frau Elizabeth ; then she paid us 
( visit, to thank my mother and me for bo many and such friendly 
lldps. She liked to live with us ; and I flattered myself that it was 
partly on my account. What I wished to tell her, however, and 
durst not utter, came to words in a singular and pretty wise, when 
I took her into the Chapel, which I had then fitted up as a ha- 
liitnal apartment. I showed her the pictiu'es, and explained them 
to her one after the other; and bo doing, unfolded the duties of a 
Foster-fitther in so virid and cordial a manner, that the tears came 
into her eyes, and I could not get to the end of my pictui-e-esMbi- 
tion. I thought myself certain of her affection, though I was not 
f roud enough to wish so soon to efface the memory of her hus- 
band. The law imposes on widows a year of mourning ; and, in 
truth, Buch an epoch, which includes in it the change of all earthly 
tilings, 19 necessary for a feeling heart, to alleviate the painlol 
impressions of a great loss. We see the llowera fade and the 
loaves fall ; but we likewise see fruits ripen, and new buds shoot 
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forth. Life belongs to the livhig ; and he who Uvea must 
prepared for viciaaitudes. 

" I now spoke with my mother on the concern which lay ao 
near my heart. She thereupon discloaed to me how grievona to 
Mary the death of her husband had been, and how she had boma 
np and gathered coiirage again, solely from the thought that shf 
muat live for her child. My inclination waa not unknown to tl 
women ; and already Mary had accustomed herself to the idea 
living with us. She stayed a while longer in the neighbonrhood;' 
then she came up to us, and we lived for a time in the gentlest 
and happiest state of betrothment. At last we wedded. That 
feeling, which had first drawn us together, did not fade awayi 
The duties and joys of the Father and the Foster-father w( 
united : and ao our little family, aa it increased, did 
Burpaas its prototype in number of peraona ; but the virtues 
that pattern, in respect to faithfulness and purity of sentiments, 
were sacredly maintained and practised by as. And so also in 
friendly habitude we keep up the external appearance which we, 
by accident, arrived at, and which fits our internal state so well; 
for though all of us are good walkers, and stout bearers of n'dghl 
the beast of burden stil! remains in our company, when any bni ' 
nes9 or visit takes us through these mountains and valleys, 
you met us last night, so does the whole country know na ; 
we feel proud that our walk and conversation are of such a BOi 
as not to throw disgrace on the saintly name and figm'e, whoE 
imitators we profess to be." 

Wilhehi to Natalia. 
I now conclude a pleasant half-mai-vellous history, which I 
have just written down for thee, from the mouth of a very worthy 
man. If I have not always given his very words ; if here and 
there, in describing his sentiments, I have expressed nay own, 
this, considering the relationship of mind I feel with him, waa 
natural enough. His reverence for hia wife, does it not resemble 
that which I entertain for thee ? And is there not, even in the 
first meeting of these lovers, something similar to ours ? But 
tbat he is fortunate enough to walk beside his animal, as it bean 
the doubly- beautiful burden ; that he can enter at evenings with 
his family possession through the old Cloister-gate ; that he is 
inseparable fi-om his own loved ones ; in all this I may well aecretly 
«nvy him. Yet I must not complain of my destiny, seeing I have 
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promised thee that I wiU suffer and be silent, ae thou also hast 
.undertaken. 

Many a, fair feature in the domestic tmion of these devout and 
leerful persons, I have been obliged to omit ; for how could it he 
■ depicted in writing ? Two days have passed over ma agreeahly ; 
but the third warns mo to he mindinl of my farther wayfaring. 

With Felix I had a little quarrel today. He was almost for 

compelling me to break through one wholesome regulation, fur 

'hich I stand engaged to thee. It has been an error, a mis- 

in short an ari'angement of Fate with me hitherto, that 

fore I am aware, my company increases ; that I take a new 

my shoulders, which thenceforth I have to bear, and 

;g along with me. So in my present wanderings no third party 

to become a permanent associate with us. We are, wo will 

id must continue Two ; and just now a new, and not very 

ideasing connexion, seemed about to be established. 

To the children of the house with whom Felix has gaOy passed 

.these days in sporting, there had joined himself a little merry 

'beg^T-boy, who, submitting to be used or misused as the play 

ifJeqoired, had very soon got into favour with Felix. By various 

lliiiita and expressions, I now gathered that the latter had found 

lldmeelf a playmate for the next stage of our journey. The boy 

known in tliis quarter, and everywhere tolerated for his lively 

and now and then obtains an alms. Me, however, he 

id not please, and I desired our host to get him sent away. 

likewise took place ; but Felix was angry at it, and we had 

little flaw of discord. 

In the course of this affair, I discovered something which was 

lant to me. In the corner of the Chapel, or hall, stood a 

of stones ; which Felix, who, since onr wandering through 

Mountains, has acqiiired an excessive fondness for minerals, 

rly drew forth and examined. Many pretty eye - catching 

were among them. Our landlord said, the child might 

out what ho liked : these were the remains of a large col- 

ion which a friend had dispatched thence a short while ago. 

called this person Montan ; and thon wilt easily suppose how 

^B& I was to hear this name, under which one of our best friends 

i» travelling, one to whom we owe so much. Having inquired 

into date and circumstances, I can now hope to meet him ere 

long on my pilgrimage. 
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CaAPTEB V. 

The news that Montan vss in the neiglibourliood had msde 
WiUielm reflect. He coDBidered tliat it ooght not to be left to 
chance alone ^'hether he should meet \rith so estimable a tieitd ; 
therefore he inquired of his landlord if they did not kno^ towards 
what qnBxter this traveller had turned his course. Ko one had 
any information on this point ; and Wilhelm had determined to J 
pnrsne his pilgrimage on the former plan, when Felix cried : " If | 
Father were not bo strange, we might soon find Moutan." 

" What way ?" said Wilhelm. 

Felix answered : " Little Fitz told ns last night that be could I 
trace ont the stranger gentleman, who had many Sne stones with f 
him, and nnderstood them well." 

After some talking, Wilhelm at last resolved on maldng the I 
experiment ; purposing, in the com^e of it, to keep so moch tho j 
sharper watch on the suspicions boy. Fitz was soon found ; and, 
hearing what was to be done, he soon produced mallet and chisel, 1 
and a stoat hammer, ^ith a little hag ; and set forth, numin^ I 
merrily before the party, in his mining accoutrements. 

The way went to a side, and up the Moantains, The cbildreii 
skipped on together, from crag to crag, over stock and stone, otbt 
brook and bourn ; and without having any path before him, Fit« 
pressed rapidly upwards, now looking to the right hand, now io J 
the left. As Wilhelm, and especially the laden porter, could not 1 
follow so fast, the hoys often ran back and forward, singing and. I 
whistling. The aspect of some new trees arrested the attentiou T 
of Felix ; who now for the first time formed acquaintance vHh I 
larches and fir-cones, and cmioualy surveyed the strange gentian- 1 
shmbs. And thus, in their toilsome wandering, there lacked notj 
Irom time to time a little entertainment. But all at once they i 
were fi'onted by a barricado of trees, which a storm had hnrled ] 
together in a confused mass, " This was not in my reckoning," 
said Fitz. "Wait here till I find my way again ; only haTB kM 
care of the caYe up there ; uo one goes into it or near it, ' " ' 
getting harm, or having tricks played on him." 

Tho boy went off in an ascending direction : the poller, oti 1 
the other hand, grumbling at the excessive difficulty of the way, 
set down his luggage, and searched sidewards and downwards for J 
3 beaten path. 
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ei did Pelix see himself alone with liis father, than 
Ilia ourioaity awoke, and he glided softly towards the cave. Wil- 
helin, who gave him leave, ohaerved after some time that the 
child ivas no longer in sight. He himself mounted to the cave, 
at the month of which he had last seen the boy ; and, on cnter- 
mg, he fonnd the place empty. It was spacious, but conld be 
1 in at a glaooe. He searched for some other outlet, and 
Eoond none. The matter began to be serious. He took the 
P^irliiBtle, which he wore at hia button-hole ; an answer to hia call 
3 sounding out of the depth, so that he was uncertain whether 
lie should take it for an echo; when, shoi-tly afterwards, Felix 
I peeped out of the ground ; for the chink throtigh which he looked 
■ iras scarcely wide enough to let throagh his head. 
" What art thou about there ?" cried hia father. 
" Hush !" said Felix ; " art thou alone ?" 
" Quite alone," answered Wilhelm. 

" Then go quick," cried the boy, " and fetch me a couple of 
ng clubs." 

Wilhelm went to the fiilleu timber, and with his hanger cat 

a pair of thick staves ; Felix took them, and vaoisbed, having 

it called to his father : "Lot no one into the cave !" 

After some time, Felix cried: "Another pair of staves, and 

ones !" With these also his father provided him, and 

itod anxiously for the solution of his riddle. At length the 

issued rapidly from the cleft, and brought a little box with 

1, not larger than an octavo volume ; of rich, antique appear- 

it seemed to be of gold, decorated with enamel, " Put it 

"up, father," said the boy, " and let none see it !" Wilhelm had 

not time to ask many questions ; for they already heard the call 

of the returning porter ; and ecareely had they joined him, when 

little squire also began to shout and wave from above. 

On their approach, he cried oat : " Montan is not far off: I 

we shall soon meet him." 

"How canst thou know this," said Wilhelm, "in so wild a 
Idresti where no human being leaves any trace behind him?" 

That is my knack," said Fitzj and, like a will-o'-wisp, he 
bopped ofi' hither and thither, in a side direction, to lead his 
TDAstera the strangest road. 

Felix, in the mean while, highly satisfied in the treasure he 
had found, highly delighted at possessing a secret, kept close by 
hia father, withont, aa formerly, skipping up and do>vn beside hia 



comrade. He nodded to Wilhelm with sparkliEg eyes ; glancing 
towards his companion, and making significant faces, to indicate 
liow mnch he was above Fitz now, in possessing a secret entirely 
wanting to the other. He carried it so far at length, that Fitz, 
who often stopped and looked abont, mast very soon have noticed 
it, Wilhelm therefore said to Felix ; " My son, whoever wishes 
to keep a secret, mast hide from as that he poasesaes one. Self- 
complaisance over the concealed destroys its concealment." Felix 
restrained himself; bnt his former gay free manner to his com- 
rade he could not now attain. 

All at one* little Fitz stood still. He beckoned the rest to 
him : " Do yon hear ^a beating ?" said ho. " It is the sound of 
a hammer striking on the rock." 

" We hear it," answered they. 

" That is Montan," said he, " or some one who will tell us 
of him." 

Following tho sound, which was repeated from time to time^ 
they reached an opening in the wood ; and perceived a eteep 
high naked rock, towering over all the rest, leaving even the lofty . 
forest deep beneath it. On the top of it they descried a man ; 
he was too far off to be recognised. Immediately the boys set 
about ascending the precipitous path. Wilhelm followed with 
some difficulty, nay danger : for the person that climbs a rock 
foremost always proceeds with more safety, because be can look 
out for his conveniences ; he who comes after sees only whither 
the other has arrived, but not how. The boys soon reached the 
top; and Wilhelm heard a shout of joy. " It is Jamo," cried 
Felix to his father : and Jamo immediately came forward to a 
ragged spot ; stretched out his hand to bis friend, and drew him 
up. They embraced, and welcomed each other .into the free sl^ey 
air, with the rapture of old friends. 

But scai-cely had they stept asunder, when a giddiness came 
over Wilhehn ; not so much on his own accoimt, as at seeing the 
boys hanging over the frightful abyss. Jarno observed it, and 
immediately bade all sit down. " Nothing is more natural," said 
he, "than that we should grow giddy at a great sight, which 
comes unexpectedly before us, to make us feel at once our little- 
ness and oiu- greatness. But there is not in the world any traer 
emjoyment, than at the moment when we are so made giddy for 
the first time." 

"Are these, then, down there, the gi'eat Mountains we climbed 



r?" inquired Felix. "How little they look! And here," 
intinned he, loosening a cnunb of stone from the rock, " is the 
old cat-gold again : this is found everywhere, I suppose ?" 

■' It is found far and wide," answered Jarno ; " and as thou 
t asking after Buch things, I may bid thee notice, that thou art 
how sitting on the oldest momitain, on the earhest rock of this 
Vorld." 

" Was the world not made at once, then ?" said Felix, 
"Hardly," answered Jarno ; ''good bread needs baking." 
"Down there," said Fehx, "is another sort of rook; and 
Hiere again another, and still again another," cried he, pointing 
1 the nearest mountains to the more remote, and so down- 
ward to the plain. 

It was a beautiful day, and Jamo let them survey the lordly 

_)ect in detail. Here and there stood several other peaks, 

Faimilar to the one our travellers were on. A secondary moderate 

W range of mountains seemed as if struggling up, but did not by far 

' attain that height. Farther off, the surface flattened still more ; 

yet again some strangely-protruding forms rose to view. At last, 

in the remote distance, lakes were visible, and rivers ; and a fi.-uit- 

fol country spread itself out like a sea. And when the eye came 

" :, it pierced into frightful depths, sounding with cataracts, and 

lUeeted with each other in labyrinthic combination. 

Felix could not satisfy himself with questions, and Jamo was 

[nd enough to answer all of them : in which, however, Wilhelm 

poDght be noticed that the teacher did not always speak quite 

oly and sincerely. So, after the unstaid boys had again clam- 

1 ofT, Wilhelm said to his friend: "Thou hast not spoken 

Kith the child, about these matters, as thou speakest to thyself." 

"That indeed were a heavy requisition," answered Jamo. 

P We do not always speak, even to oui-selves, as we think ; and 

i is not fit to tell others anything but what they can take up. A 

I understands nothing but what is commensurate mth him. 

Po fix a child's attention on what is present ; to give him a de- 

eription, a name, is the best thing we can do for him. He will 

JOB enough begin to hiquire after causes." 

" One cannot blame this latter tendency," observed Wilhelm. 
" The mnltiphcity of objects perplexes every one ; and it is easier, 
isste&d of investigating them, to ask directly, Whence, and Whi- 
Qier?" 

"And yet," said Jamo, "as children look at what is present 
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comrade. He nodded to Wilhelm with sporkliug eyes ; glancing 
towards his companion, and making significant facea, to indicate 
how much he was above Fitz now, in poBsesBing a secret entirely 
wanting to the other. He carried it so far at length, that Fitz, 
who often stopped and looked about, must very soon have noticed 
it. Wilhelm therefore said to Felix : " My son, whoever wishes 
to keep a secret, must hide from ns that he possesses one. Self- 
complaisance over the concealed destroys its concealment," Felix 
restrained himself; but his former gay free manner to hia com- 
rade he could not now attain. 

AH at once little Fitz stood still. Ho beckoned the rest to 
him: " Do you hear -a beating ?" said he. "It is the sound of 
a hammer striking on the rock." 

" We Lear it," answered they. 

" That is Montan," said he, " or some one who will tell ns 
of him," 

Following the soimd, which was repeated from time to time, 
they reached an opening in the wood ; and perceived a steep 
high naked rock, towering over all the rest, leaving even the lofty. 
forest deep beneath it. On the top of it they descried a man: 
he was too far off to be recognised. Immediately the boys set 
about ascending the precipitous path. Wilhelm followed with 
some difficulty, nay danger : for the parson that climbs a rock 
foremost always proceeds with more safety, because he can look 
out for his conveniences ; he who comes after sees only whithw 
the other has arrived, but not how. The boys soon reached the 
top ; and Wilhelm heard a shont of joy. " It is Jamo," cried 
Felix to his father : and Jarao immediately came forward to a 
mgged spot ; stretched out his hand to his friend, and drew him 
up. They embraced, and welcomed each other .into the free skyey 
air, with the rapture of old friends. 

But scarcely had they stept asunder, when a giddiness came 
over Wilhelm ; not so much on his own account, as at seeing the 
boya hanging over the frightful abyss. Jarno observed it, and 
immediately bade all sit down. " Nothing is more natural," said 
he, "than that we should grow giddy at a great sight, whicli 
comes unexpectedly before us, to moke us feel at once our littlfr> 
ness and our greatness. Bnt there is not in the world any truer 
enjoyment, than at the moment when we are so made giddy for 
the first time." 

"Are these, then, dovm there, the great Mountains we climbed 
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over?" inquii'ed Felix. "How little they looli! And here," 
conticaed he, loosening a crunab of stone Irom the rock, "is the 
.old cat-gold again : this is found everywhere, I suppose ?" 

"It is found far and wide," answered Jarao; "and as thou 

asking after such things, I may bid thee notice, that Ihou art 

iw sitting on the oldest mountain, on the earliest rock of this 

Was the world not made at once, then?" said Felix. 
Hardly," answered Jamo ; "good bread needs baking." 
Down there," said Felix, "is another sort of rock ; and 
lere again another, and still again another," cried he, pointing 
the nearest mountains to the more remote, and so down- 
ed to the plain. 

It was a beautiful day, and Jamo let them survey the lordly 

prospect in detail. Here and there stood several other peaks, 

similar to the one our travellers were on. A secondary moderate 

range of mountains seemed as if struggling up, but did not by far 

attain that height. Farther off, the surface flattened stiU more ; 

it again some strangely-protruding forma rose to view. At last, 

the remote distance, lakes were visible, and rivers ; and a fi'uit- 

motry spread itself out like a sea. And when the eye came 

:, it pierced into frightful depths, sounding with cataracts, and 

ineeted with each other in labyrinthic combination. 

Felix could not satisfy himself with cpieations, and Jarno was 

id enough to answer all of them : in which, however, Wilhehn 

lUght he noticed that the teacher did not always speak quite 

ly and sincerely. So, after the unstaid boys had again clam- 

■ed off, Wilhelm said to his friend: "Thou hast not spoken 

itb the child, about these matters, as thon speakest to thyself." 

" That indeed were a heavy requisition," answered Jarno. 

"We do not always speak, even to ourselves, as we think ; and 

18 not fit to tell others anything but what they can take up. A 

understands nothing but what is commensurate with him. 

fix a child's attention on what is present ; to give him a de- 

iption, a name, is the best thing we can do for him. He will 

IB enough begin to inqnire after causes." 

One cannot blame this latter tendency," observed Wilhelm. 
'The multiphcity of objects perplexes every one ; and it is easier, 
itead of investigating them, to ask directly, Whence, and Whi- 
ir?" 

And yet," said Jamo, " as children look at what is present 
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ihln rtHik, m on sl sacred aiTsteccans primeval basis, the priests 
hwl t/fiilt their ahar/' 

Wiltiohn, who had hskeE^d for a while, and observed that 
u\M\y natrum, many designatiasiSy were repeatedly mentioned, again 
Filf^tiillod hiM former wish, that MontaiL wonld impart to him so 
\\\\\\A\ IVN WHH required for the primary instraction of the boy. 
"Utvo that up/* replied Montan. "There is nothing more 
i\'t^hil\U (Imu H teacher who knows oniy what his scholars are 
tutv^Mitmt tu know. He who means to teach others, may indeed 
v^v'^M ^U)^)MV(tM (ho best of what he knows ; but he must not be 

^^ \^{S\ wh^\v m*t> mioh perfect teachers to be had?" 

^^ 'V^H<^«^ U^vm Nvilt find very easily," replied Montan. 
\V ^v^Vx %\\<^\\ f said Wilhelm, with some unbelief. 
' W k^vJ^V IW U^uijj Uiou art wishing to learn is in practice," 
iiiu4 MiAW^H. ^^ vHir lH>st instruction we obtain from complete 
Vs>Mvv^fti<*u\v.. \\>^t thou not learn foreign languages best in the 
^i^uuUiv^Ji wht^^v thoy are at home? — where only these and no 
(>tUv^* itiUikti thy ear ?** 

** Ami ao it \Yas among the Mountains," inquired Wilhelm, 
" tht^t thy kuowledge of Mountains was acquired?" 

^-^ Of course." 

'' ^Yithout help from men?" 

** At least only from men who were miners. There, where 
the Pyguiies, allured by the metallic veins, bore through the rock, 
making' the interior of the earth accessible, and in a thousand 
ways endeavouring to solve the hardest problems ; there is the 
pluoe where an inquiring thinker ought to take his stand. He 
looks on action and effort; watches the progress of enterprises ; and 
rejoices in the successful and the unsuccessful. What is Useful 
forms but a part of the Important. Fully to possess, to command, 
and rule an object, we must first study it for its own sake." 

**Is there such a place in the neighbourhood?" said Wil- 
helm. '^ I should like to take Felix thither." 

'^ The question I can answer in the affirmative," replied Mon- 
tan; *'the project not exactly assent to. At least, I must first 
tell thee, that thou hast the power of choosing among many other 
branches of activity, of knowledge, of art, for thy Felix ; some 
of which might perhaps suit him better, than this sudden fancy 
which he has taken up at the moment, most probably from mere 
imitation." 



/ 
/ 



" Explain thyself more clearly," intemipted Wilhelm. 

" Than muat know, then," said Montan, " that we are here 

I on the torders of a ProTinee, which I might justly call a Peda- 

I gogie Utopia, In the conviution that only one thing can be car- 

I ried on, taught and communicated with full advantages, several 

such points of active instruction have been, aa it were, sown over 

a large tract of country. At each of these places then wilt find 

a little world, but so complete within its limitation, that it may 

represent and model any other of these worlds, nay the great busy 

' world itself." 

I " I do not altogether comprehend what thou canst mean by 
I this," interrupted Wilhelm. 

' "Thou shalt soon comprehend it," said the other. "As 

down, not far from this, among the Mountains, thou wilt, in the 

first place, find collected round a mass of metalUferous rocks, 

whatever is of use for enabling man to appropriate these treasures 

f Nature, and, at the same time, to acquire general conceptions 

[ of monlding the rnggedness of inanimate things more dexlioiisly 

I to his own purposes ; so, down in the lowest level, far out on the 

I plain, where the soil spreads into large meadows and pastures, 

I thou wilt find estabhshmenta for managing another important 

|. treasure which Nature has given to men." 

"And this?" inquired Wilhelm, 

"Is the horae," replied the other. "In that last quarter, 
^ thou art in the midst of everything which can instruct one on 
the training, diet, growth and likewise employment of this noble 
"mal. As in theae hills all are busy digging, boring, climbing ; 
BO there nothing is more anxiously attended to than the yoang 
I brood, springing, as it were, out of the ground ; and every one 
)ccnpied foddering, grazing, driving, leading, cnrbing them, 
I mounting their backs, and in all sorts of movements, natural and 
■ artificial, coursing with them over the plain." 

Fohx, who bad approached in the deepest attention, exclaimed, 
t interrupting him : " 0, thither will we ! That is the prettiest, 
I the best of all." 

"It ia far thither," anawered Jamo; "and thou wilt find 
I something more agreeable and suitable, perhaps, by the way, — 
I Any species of activity," continued he, "attracts the foudneaa of 
I child ; for everything looks easy that ia practised to perfection. 
I All beginnings are hard, says the proverb. This, in a certain 
T Benae, may bo true; but we might say, with a more universal 
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applicatioii : All beginnings axe easy ; and it is the last steps 
that are climbed most rarely and with greatest difficulty." 

Wilhelm, who had been reflecting in the mean while, now 
said to Montan : *' Is it actually so, as thou sayest, that these 
people have separated the Tarious sorts of activity, both in the 
practice and teaching of them ?" 

"They have done it," said Montan; "and with reason. 
Whatever any man has to effect must emanate from him like a 
second self : and how could this be possible, were not his first 
self entirely pervaded by it ?" 

" Yet has not a general culture been reckoned very advan- 
tageous ?" 

" It may really be so," replied the other : " everything in its 
time. Now is the time of specialties. Happy he, who under- 
stands this, and works for himself and others in that spirit." 

" In my spirit it cannot be," replied Wilhelm : ' * but tell me, 
if I thought of sending Felix for a while into one of these circles^ 
which wouldst thou reconmiend to me ?" 

" It is all one," said Jamo. " You cannot readily tell which 
way a child's capacity particularly points. For me, I should still 
advise the merriest trade. Take him to those horse-subduers. 
Beginning as a groom is in truth little easier than beginning as 
an ore -beater ; but the prospect is always gayer, you can hope at 
least to get through the world riding." 

It is easy to conceive, that Wilhelm had many other doubts 
to state, and many farther explanations to require : these Jamo 
settled in his usual laconic way ; but at last he broke out as fol- 
lows : " In all things, to serve from the lowest station upwards is 
necessary. To restrict yourself to a trade is best. For the nar- 
row mind, whatever he attempts is still a trade ; for the higher 
an aiii ; and the highest, in doing one thing, does all ; or, to 
speak less paradoxically, in the one thing which he does rightly, 
he sees the likeness of all that is done rightly. Take thy Felix," 
continued he, " through the Province ; let the Directors see hini ; 
they will soon judge him, and dispose of him to the best advan- 
tage. The boy should be placed among his equals, otherwise he 
seeks them for himself, and then, in his associates, finds only 
flatterers or tyrants." 



Chapter VII. 

The third day being over, the friendB, in conformity to tho 
f «Bgagem6iit of our Eenunciants, had to part ; and Jorao declared, 
he would now fly so far into the waste Mountains, that no one 
should be able to tliscover him. ' ' There is nothing more fright- 
fal," said he, "ia a state like oura, than to meet an old true 
Mesd, to whom we can communicate onr thoughts without re- 
serve. So long as one is by himself, one fancies there ia no end 
to the novelties and wonders he is studying ; hut let the two talk 
a while together, right from the heart ; one sees how soon all this 
is exhausted. Nothing is endless but Inanity. Clever people 
soon explain themselves to one another, and then they have done. 
But now I will dive into the chasms of the rocks, and t\ith them 
begin a mute unfathomable convei^ation." 

" Havo a care," said Wilhehn, smiling, " lest Fitz come up- 
on thy track. This time, at least, he snceeeded in finding thee." 
■' How didst thou manage that ?" said Montan. " After all, 
lit was only chance." 

'Not in the least," answered Fitz: "I will tell yon my 
a. lair consideration. You mineralogists, wherever yon 
JO, keep striking to the right and left ; from every stone, from 
rereiy rock, breaking off a piece, as if gold and silver were hid in 
them. One has but to follow this trace ; and where any corner 
ehovrs a freeh breakage, there some of yon has been. One notes 
and notes, forward and forward, and at last comes upon the man." 
Fitz was praised and rewarded. The friends parted ; Montan 
alone, the httle caiaTan in company. Wilhehn had settled the 
place they should make for. The porter proposed a road to it ; 
but the children had taken a fancy for looking, by the way, at the 
Giant's Castle, of which Fita had talked so much. Felix was 
curions about the large black pillars, the great door, the cellar, 
the caves and vaults; and hoped he might perhaps find something 
there, something of even greater value than the hos. 

How he came by this, he had, in the interim, informed his 

&ther. Creeping through the cleft, it appeared, he had got down 

I into an open space pretty well lighted ; and noticed, In the comer 

■ of it, a large iron chest, the lid of which, thongh it was not locked, 

mhe could not lift, but only raise a very little. To get into this, 

" e had colled to his father for the staves, which he had employed 
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partly as props nnder the lid, partly aa levers to heave it up ; a 
so at length, forcing bia way into the chest, had found it wholljl 
empty, except for the little bos which was lying in one of thffl 
nooks. This toy they had shown Montan, who agreed with theia 
in opinion, that it should be kept unopened, and no violenne dot 
to it ; for it conld not be unlocked except by a very complieatej 
key. 

The porter declined going with the rest to the Giant's Castleil 
and proceeded down the smooth footpath by himself. The others 
toiled after Fitz, through moss and tangle ; and at length reached 
the natural Colonnade, which, towering over a huge mass of frag- 
ments, rose black and wondrous into the air. Yet, without machp 
regarding what he saw before liia eyes, Felix instantly began in-j 
quiring for the Qther promised marvels ; and aa none of themwai 
to be seen, Fitz could excuse himseif no otherwise than hy de-J 
daring that these things were never visible except on Sunday; 
and particular festivals, and then only for a few hours. The boyi 
remained convinced that the Pillared Palace was a work of men'0[ 
hands : Wilhelm saw well that it was a work of nature ; bat li 
could have i^ished for Montan to speak i\nth on the subject. 

They now proceeded rapidly down hill, through a wood of higlu 
taper larches ; which becoming more and more transparent, e 
long exposed to yiew the fairest spot you can imagine, lying in thn 
clearest sunshine. 

A large garden, seemingly appropriated to use, not omamai^ 
lay richly furniahed with fruit-trees, yet open before their eyes^ 
for the groimd, sloping on the whole, had been regularly cut in! 
a number of divisions, now raised, now hollowed in manifc^ 
variety, and thus exhibited a complex waving surface. Sever 
dwelling- houses stood scattered up and down, so that it Beta 
as if the space belonged to several proprietors : yet Fitz assure 
them, that one individual owned and directed the whole. BeyO 
the garden stretched a boundless landscape, beautifully cnltiva 
and planted, in which lakes and rivers might be distinguished il 
the distance. 

Still descending, they had approached nearer and nearer, i 
were now expecting in a few momenta to be in the garden, whi 
Wilhelm sdl at once stopped short, and Fitz could not hide V 
roguish satisfaction ; fur a yawning chasm at the foot of t 
momitain opened before them, and showed on the other side I 
wall which had hitherto been concealed, steep enough witfaoat,J 



though within it was quite Med up with soil. A deep trench, 
therefore, separated them Irom the garden, into which they were 
directly looking. " We have still a good circuit to make," said 
Fitz, " before we get the road that leads in. However, I know 
an entrance on this side, which is ninch shorter. The vaults 
Hliere tfie hill-water in time of rain is let through, in regular 
^Kantities, into the goi'den, open here : they &re high and hroad 
^Blongh for one to walk along without difficulty." The instant 
^Felix heard of vaults, he insisted on taking this passage and no 
Ktther. AVilhelm followed the children ; and the party descended 
^Bie large steps of this covered aqueduct, which was now lying 
Ruite d^. Down below, they found themselves sometimes in light, 
Eometimcs in darkness, according as the side openings admitted 
Kay, or the walls aud pillars excluded it. At last they reached a 
Bfeietty even space, and were slowly proceeding, when all at oiica 
Ht shot went off beside them, and at the same time two secret iron- 
Krated doors started out, and enclosed them on both sides. Not 
H^ed the whole of them : Wilhelm and Fehx only were caught. 
^Kr Fitz, the instant he heard the shot, sprang hack, and the 
^Bsing grate caught nothing hut his wide sleeve : he himself 
^Hpbly throwing off his jacket, had darted away without loss of a 
^Bment. 

^B The two prisoners had scarcely time to recover from their 
^feonishmcnt, till they heard voices which appeared to be slowly 
H^roaching. In a httle while, some armed men with torches 
■ifnie forwai'd to the grate, looking with eager eyes what sort of 
Hmtare they had made. At the same time, IJiey asked, if the 
^B^ners woold surrender peaceably? " Surrender is not the 
^Btetl here," said WiUielm ; "we ai-e already in your power. It 
^v rather onr part to ask, whether you will spare us ? The only 
^^apon we have, I give up to yon," And with these words he 
^■liided his hanger through the grate ; this opened directly, and 
^Bb two strangers were led forward by the party, with great com- 
^HBore. After a short while, they found themselves in a singular 
^HOe : it was a spacious cleanly apai'tment, with many little win- 
^Bws at the very top of the walls; and these, notwithstanding the 
^Hok iron gratings, admitted hght enough. Seats, sleeping-places, 
^BS whatever else is expected in a middling inn, had been pro- 
^Bed; and it seemed as if any one placed here could want nothing 
^b freedom. 
^B Wilhelm, directly after entering, had sat down to consider his 
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ratoAtion : F el ix, on the other hand, on recoTering from his aston- 
ishment, hn^e out into an incredible fair. These large walls, 
these high windows, these strong doors, this seclusion, this re- 
striction, were entirely new to him. He looked ronnd and ronnd, 
he ran hither and thither ; stamped with his feet, wept, rattled 
the doors, strack against them with his fists, nay was even on the 
point of rnnning at them with his head, had not Wilhelm seized 
him, and held him {iast between his knees : ^' Do bnt look at the 
thing calmly, my son," began he : ** for impatience and -violence 
cannot help ns. The mystery will clear np, and I must be widely 
mistaken, or we are fEkllen into no wicked hands. Bead these in- 
scriptions : ' To the innocent, deliTerance and reparation ; to the 
misled, compassion; and to the gnilty, axenging justice.' All this 
bespeaks to us that these establishments are works not of cruelty, 
but of necessity. Men haxe but too much cause to secure them- 
selves from men. Of ill-wishers there are many, of ill-doers not 
few ; and to live fitly, well-doing will not always suffice." Felix 
still sobbed; but he had pacified himself in some degree, more by 
the caresses than the words of his &ther. '' Let this experience,** 
continued Wilhelm, " which thou gainest so early, and so inno- 
cently, remain a lively testimony to thy mind, in how complete 
i and accompHshed a century thou Uvest. What a journey had 
I human nature to travel, before it reached the point of being mild 
j even to the guilty, merciful to the injurious, humane to the inhu- 
. man ! Doubtless they were men of godlike souls who first taught 
' this, who spent their lives in rendering the practice of it possible, 
and recommending it to others. Of the Beautiful men are seldom 
capable, oftener of the Good : and how highly should we value 
those who endeavour, with great sacrifices, to forward that Good 
among their fellows !" 

Felix, in the course of this consolatory speech, had fallen 
quietly asleep on his father's bosom ; and scarcely had the latter 
laid him down on one of the ready-made beds, when the door 
opened, and a man of prepossessing appearance stept in. After 
looking kindly at Wilhelm for some time, he began to inquire 
about the circumstances, which had led him by the private pass- 
age, and into this predicament. Wilhelm related the affair as it 
stood; produced some papers, which served to explain who he 
"was, and referred to the porter, who, he said, must soon arrive on 
the other side by the usual road. This being so far explained, 
the official person invited his guest to follow him. Felix could 



i be awakened, and his father carried hi'm asleep from the place 
' -wliich had incited him to such violent passion. 

Wiihelm followed his conductor into a fair garden- apartment, 
■where refreshments were set down, which he was invited to par- 
take of, while the other went to report the state of matters to Lis 
anperior. "When Felix, on awakening, perceived a littie covered 
tahle, fruit, wine, biscuit, and at the same time the cheerful aspect 
of a wide-open door, he knew not what to make of it. Ha ran out, 
he ran back, he thought he had been dreaming ; and in a little 
while, with such dainty fare and such pleasant sights, the preced- 
ing terror and all hia obstruction had vanished, hke an oppressive 
^1iBion in the brightness of morning. 
The porter had arrived ; the of&cer, with another man of a still 
^iendlier aspect, brought him in ; and the business now came to 
Hgbt, as follows : The owner of this property, charitable in this 
higher sense, that he studied to awaken all round bim to activity 
and effort, had for several years been accustomed, from his bound- 
'SBS yotmg plantations, to give out the small wood to dUigent and 
reftil cultivators, gratis ; to the negligent, for a certain price ; 
1 to such as wished to trade in it, likewise at a moderate valua- 
Idd. But these two latter classes also had required their supplies 
r&tis, as the meritorious were treated ; and this being refused 
lem, they had attempted stealing trees. Their attempt succeeded 
ft many ways. This vexed the owner the more, as not only were 
■e plantations plundered, but, by too early thinning, often ruined. 
\ had been discovered that the thieves entered by this aqueduct ; 
t the trap-grate had been erected in the place, with a spring 
"gun, which, however, was only meant for a signal. The little boy 
bad, under various pretexts, often made his appearanee in the gar- 
den; and nothing was more natural, than that out of mischief and 
' Lcity he should lead the stranger by a road which he had 
ly discovered for other pnrposea. The people could have 
; to get hold of him : meanwhile his little jacket was 
Ight in, and put by among other judicial seizures. 
Wiihelm was now made acquainted with the owner and hia 
)ple, and by them received with the friendhest welcome. Of 
i &mily we shall say nothing more here, as some farther light 
1 and their concerns is offered us by the subsequent his- 
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Chapteii VIII. 
Wilhelm to Natalia. 

Man is of a companionable, conversing nature : Ms deligbt is 
great when he exercises faculties that have been given him, even 
thongh nothing farther came of it. How often in society do we 
hear the complaint, that one will not let the other speak : and in 
the same manner also we might say, that one would not let the 
other write, were not writing an employment commonly transacted 
in private and alone. 

How much people wi-ite one could scarcely ever conjecture. 
I speak not of what is printed, though that in itself is abundant 
enough ; but of all that, in the tihape of letters and memorialB and 
narratives, anecdotes, descriptions of present circumstances in the 
life of individuals, sketches and larger essays, circulates in secret; 
of this you can form no idea till you have lived for some time in 
a community of cultivated families, as I am now doing. In the 
sphere where I am moving at present, there is almost as much 
time employed in informing friends and relatives of what is trans- 
acted, as was employed in transacting it. This observation, which 
for several weeks has been constantly forced on me, I now make 
with the more pleasm-e, as the writing tendency of my new Mends 
enables me at once and perfectly to get acquainted mth their cha- 
racters and circimastances. I am trusted ; a sheaf of Letters is 
given to me, some quires of a Travelling Journal, the Confessions 
of some mind not yet in unity with itself; and thus everywhere, 
in a little while, I am at home. I know the neighbouring circle, 
I know the persons whose acquaintance I am to obtain ; I under- 
stand them better almost than they do themselves, seeing they are 
still implicated in their situation, while I hover lightly past tiem, 
ever with thy hand in mine, ever speaking with thee about all I ' 
eee. Indeed it is the first condition I make, before, accepting 
any confidence offered me, that I may impart it to thee. Here, 
accordingly, are some letters, which will introduce thee into tha 
circle, in which, without brealdng or evading my vow, I for the 
present revolve. 
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THE NUT-BROWN MAID. 

Lenardo to Ms Aunt. 

At last, deal- Annt, after three years, jon receive my first letter, 
conformably to our engagement, which, in truth, was Bingular 
enough. I wished to see the world and mingle in it ; and \viahed, 
during that period, to forget the home whence I had departed, 
whither I hoped to return. The whole impression of tliis home 
I purposed to retain, and the partial and individual was not to 
confuse me at a distance. Meanwhile the necessary tokens of 
life and weltare have, from time to time, passed to and fro between 
ns. I have regularly received money ; and little presents for my 
Idndrod have been delivered yon for distribution. By the wares I 
sent, you would see how and where I was. By the wines, I doubt 
not my uncle has tasted out my several places of abode ; then the 
laces, nicknacks, steel-wares, would indicate to my fair cousins 
my progi-ess through Brabant, by Paris, to London ; and so, on 
their writing-desks, work-boxes, tea-tables, I shall find many a 
symbol wherewith to connect the history of my jouraeyings. You 
Lave accompanied me without hearing of me ; and perhaps may 
care little about knowing more. For me, on the other hand, it 
is highly desirable to learn, through your kindness, bow it stands 
with the circle into which I am once more entering. I would, in 
truth, return from strange countries as a stranger ; who, that he 
may not be unpleasant, first informs himself about the way and 
manner of the household ; not fancying that, for Lis fine eyes or 
hair, he shall be received there quite in his own fashion. Write 

[io me, therefore, of my worthy nncle, of your feir nieces, of your- 
self, of our relations near and distant, of servants also, old and 
new. In short, let your practised pen, which for so long a time 
joa Lave not dipped into ink for your nephew, now again tint 
fflper in his favour. Your letter of news shall forthwith be my 
caredential, with which I introduce myself so soon as I obtain it. 
On you, therefore, it depends whether you will see me or not. We 
~ter far less than we imagine ; and circumstances, too, continue 
luch as they were. Not only what has altered, but what has 

[Continued, what Las by degi'ees waxed and waned, do I now wish 

' latantly to recognise at my return, and so once more to see my- 

ilf in a well-ltnown mirror. Present my heartiest salutations to 

tfU our people ; and believe, that in the singular maimer of my 
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absence and my return, there may lie more true aiBfection than is 
often found in constant participation and lively intercourse. A 
thousand compliments to one and all ! 

Postscript. — ^Neglect not also, my dear Aunt, to say a word 
or two about our dependents ; how it stands with our stewards and 
farmers. What is become of Yalerina, the daughter of that farmer, 
whom my uncle, with justice certainly, but also, as I thought, 
with some severity, ejected from his lands when I went away ? 
You see, I still remember many a particular ; I still know all. 
On the past you shall examine me, when you have told me of the 
present. 

The Aunt to Julietta. 

At last, dear children, a letter from our three-years speechless 
traveller. What strange beings these strange men are ! He will 
have it that his wares and tokens were as good as so many kind 
words, which friend may speak or write to friend. He actually 
fancies himself our creditor, requires from vs, in the first place, 
the performance of that service, which he so unkindly refused. 
What is to be done? For me, I should have met his wishes forth- 
with in a long letter, did not this headache signify too clearly that 
the present sheet can scarcely be filled. We all long to see him. 
Do you, my 'dears, undertake the business. Should I be recovered 
before you have done, I will contribute my share. Choose the 
persons and circumstances, as you like best to describe them. 
Divide the task. You will do it all far better than I. The mes- 
senger will bring me back a note from you. 

Julietta to her Aunt. 

We have read and considered ; and now send you by the mes- 
senger our view of the matter, each in particular ; having first 
jointly signified that we are not so charitable as our dear Aunt to 
her ever-perverse nephew. Now, when he has kept his cards hid 
from us for three years, and still keeps them hid, we forsooth are 
to spread ours on the table, and play an open against a secret 
game. This is not fair ; and yet let it pass ; for the craftiest is 
often caught, simply by his own over-anxious precautions. But 
as to the way and manner of transacting this commission, we are 
not agreed. To write of our familiars as we think of them, is for 
us at least a very strange problem. Commonly we do not think of 
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Chem at all, except in this or that pEu-ticoIaj case, when they give 

Kus some peculiar satisiaction or vexation. At other times, each 

lets his neighbour go his way. You alone conld manage it, dear 

Aunt, for you have both the penetration and the tolerance. Her- 

silia, who you know is not difficult to kiodle, has juat, on tho spur 

of the moment, given me a bird'a-eye view of tho whole family iu 

all the graces of caricature. I wish it stood on paper, to entice a 

smile from yourself in yom- iUness ; but not that I would have 

it sent. My own project is, to lay before him our correspondence 

for these three years ; tlien let him read, if he have the heart ; or 

let him come and see with his eyea, if he have not. Your Letters 

fcto me, dear Aunt, ore in the best order, and all at your service. 

^Hersilia diflsenta from this opinion ; excuses hurself with the dig- 

9ider of her papei-s, and so forth, as she will tell yon heraell'. 

Ilersilia to her Aimt, 

I will and must be very brief, dear Aunt, for tho messenger 

a downishly impatient. I reckon it an excess of generosity, and 

pot at all in season, to submit our correspondence to Lenardo. 

^~liat has he to do with knowing all the good we have said of 

with knowing all the ill wo have said of him, and finding out 

fl'Om tho latter still more than from the former that we like him ? 

Hold him tight, I entreat you. There is something so precise and 

presumptuous iu this demand, in this conduct of his ; just the 

bshion of your young gentlemen when they return from foreign 

They can never look on those who have stayed at home 

B fiUl-grown persons, like themselves. Make yonr headache an 

Ebxcuse. He will came, doubtless : and if he do not come, wo can 

a little. Perhaps hia nest idea may be to introduce himself 

ne strange secret way, to becomo acquainted with ua in dia- 

; and who knows what more may be included in tho plan of 

> deep a gentleman ? How pretty and curious this would be ! 

i could not fail to bring about all manner of embroilments and 

|«Telopmenta ; fai- grander than any that could be produced by 

'i a diplomatic entrance into hia family as he now purposes. 

The messenger ! The messenger ! Bring up your old people 

bttcr, or send yoimg ones. This man is neither to be pacified 

li flattery nor wine. A thousand farewells ! 

Peutscrijit for Postscript. — What does our cousin want, will 

I tell me, with hia poatacript of Vah-iina ? Thia question of 

B has struck me doubly. She is the only person whom he men- 



tions by name. The rest of us are nieces, annta, stewards ; not 
perBons, but titles. Valeiiaa, our Lawyer's daugbter ! In tmtk, 
B pretty fair-baired girl, tliat may have glanced in our gallant 
cousin's eyes before he went away. She is married well and 
happily ; this to you is no news ; but to him it is, of course, as 
nnknown as everything that baa occurred bere. Forget not to 
lEiform him, in a postscript, that Valerina grew daily more and 
more beautiful, and so at last made a very good match. That 
she 13 the wife of a rich proprietor. That the lovely fair-haired 
maid is married. Make it perfectly distinct to him. But neither 
is this all, dear Aunt. Hgw the man can so accurately remember 
his flasen-headed beauty, and yet confound her with the daughter 
of that worthless farmer, with a wild bumble-bee of a brunette, 
whose name was Nachodina, and who went away Heaven knows 
whither, this, I declare to you, remains entirely incomprehensible, 
and puzzles me quite excessively. For it seems as if our pretty 
cousin, who prides himself on his good memory, could change 
names and persons to a very strange degree. Perhaps he feds 
this obscurely himself, and would have the faded image refreshed 
by your delineation. Hold him tight, I beg of you : but try to 
learn, for om' own behoof, bow it does stand with these Valerinas 
and Nachodinas ; and how many more Inas and Trinas have re- 
tained their place in his imagination, while the poor Ettas and 
Ilias have yanisbed. The messenger ! The cursed messenger ! 

Tlie Aunt to Iter Nieces. 
(DictiLled.) 
"Why should we dissemble towards those we have to spend 
our life with ? Lenardo, with all bis peculiarities, deserves con- 
fidence. I send him both your letters ; from these he vrill get a 
Tiew of you ; and the rest of us, I hope, will ere long uncon- 
sciously find occasion to depict ourselves before Mm likewise. 
Farewell ! My head is very painful. 

Hersilia to Im- Aunt. 
Why should we dissemble towards those we have to spend 
our life with ? Lenardo is a spoiled nephew. It is horrible in 
you to send him om' letters. From these he will get no real view 
of us ; and I wish with all my heart for opportunity to let him 
view me in some other light. You give pain to others, while yon 



be -in p^n yourself, and blind to boot. Quick recovery to your 
lead ! Your heart is irrecoverable. 

TIte Aunt to Ilfrdlla. 
Thy last note I should likewise have packed in for Lenardo, 
had I happened to continue by the pui'poae, which my irrecover- 
able heart, my sick head, and my love of ease, suggested to me. 
Your letters are not gone. I am just parting with the young man, 
who has been for some time living in our circle, who, by the 
etrangest chance, has come to know us pretty well, and is withal 
of an intelligent and kindly nature. Hint I am dispatching. He 
undertakes the task with great readiness. He will prepare our 
nephew, and send or bring him. Thus can your Aunt recollect 

(herself in the course of a raah enterprise, and bend into another 
path. Hersilia also will take thought ; and a ijiendly revocation 
inll not long be wonting from her hand. 
Did 






Wilbelm having accurately and circumstautially liilfiUed this 

Lenardo answered with a smile: "Much as I am obliged 

you for what you tell me, I must atill put another question. 

Did not my Aunt, in conclusion, request you also to inform me 

of another and seemingly an unimportant matter ?" 

Wilhelm thought a moment, "Yes," said he, then; "I 

imember. She mentioned a lady, named Valerina. Of her I 

to tell you that she is happily wedded, and every way well." 

" You roll a stone from my heart," replied Lenardo. " I now 

idly return home, since I need not fear that my recollection of 

this girl can reproach me there." 

" It beseems not me to inquire what relation you have had to 
her," said Wilhehn : " only you may be at ease, if in any way 
you feel concerned for her fortunes." 

"It is the strangest relation in the world," returned Le- 
nftrdo : " nowise a love matter, as you might perhaps conjecture. 
ly confide in you, and tell it, as indeed there is next to no- 
{ to be told. But what must you think, when I assnre yon, 
this faltering in my return, this fear of revisiting our family, 
strange preparatives, and inquiries how things looked at 
had no other object but to learn, by the way, how it stood 
this young woman ? 
For you will believe," continued he, " I am very well aware 
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that we may leave people whom v;e know, without finding Uiem, I 
even after a considerable time, uiuuli altered : and so I likewiaa I 
expect very soon to be quite at borne with my relatives. This I 
single being only gave me pause ; her fortwoe, I knew, muat have | 
changed ; and, thank Heaven, it baa changed for the better." 

" You excite my curiosity," said Wilbelm. ■' There must bo| 
something aingular in this," 

" I at least think it so," rephed Lenordo, and began his nftr^l 
rative as follows : 

" To accomplish, in my youth, the grand adventure of a toupl 
throiigh cultivated Enrope, was a fixed pm-pose, which I bad's 
entertained from boyhood, but the execution of which was, as 
usually happens in these things, from time to time postponed. 
What was at hand attracted me, retained me ; and the distant 
lost more and more of its channs, the more I read of it, or heard 
it talked of. However, at last, incited by my uncle, allured by 
friends who had gone forth into the world before me, I did form 
the resolution, and that more rapidly than any one had been ex- _ 
pec ting, 

" My uncle, who bad to afford the main requisite for my e: 
priae, directly made this his chief concern. You know him, t 
the way he has ; how ha still rushes with bis whole force on a 
single object, and everything else ia the mean while must reri 
and be silent ; by which means, indeed, be has effected mnell 
that seemed to lie beyond tho influence of any private man. ' 
jouraey came upon him, in some degree, unawares ; yet he v 
soon took his measures. Sonio buildings, which bo bad planmec 
nay even began, were abandoned ; and aa he never on any accom 
meddles with his accumidated stocJc, he looked about him, ; 
prudent financier, for other ways and means. The most obviooi 
plan was to call-in outstanding debts, especially remainders < 
rent : for this also Was one of his habits, that he was iodulgenfl 
to debtoi-s, so long as be himself had, to a certain degree, 
need of money. He gave his Steward the list, with ordeta ( 
manage the businees. Of individual cases we learned nothing J 
only I heard transiently, that the Inrmer of one of our estate 
with whom my uncle bad long exercised patience, was nt 1 
actually to be ejected ; his cautionary pledge, a scanty supj 
meat to the produce of this prosecution, to be retained, and t 
land to be let to some other person. This man was of a religim: 
turn ; but not, like others of his sect among us, shrewd and activttl 



•ritbal : for bis piety and goodness be was loved by bis neigb- 
WOTS, but at the same time censured for bis weakness as the 
master of a bouse. After tbe death of his wife, a daughter, whom 
■we usually named the Nut-broiva Maid, though akeady giving 
promise of activity and resolution, was still too young for taking 
a decisive management : in short, tbe man went back in bis 
affairs, and my uncle's indulgence bad not stayed tbe sinking of 
his fortune. 

"I bad my journey in my head, and coald not quarrel with 

tbe means for accomplishing it. All was ready; packing and 

sorting went forwai'd ; every moment was becoming full of busi- 

gaiees. One evening I was strolling tkrough the park, for the last 

a, to take leave of my familiar trees and bushes, when all at 

a Valerina stept into my way : for sach was tlie girl's name, 

■■the other was but a byname, occasioned by her brown complexion. 

She stept into my way." 

Xenardo paused for a moment, as if considering. " How is 
_thi8, then?" said he : "Was her name really Valerina ? Yes, 
arely," he continued; "but the h}'namG was more common. In 
ihort, the brown maid came into my path, and preasingjy en- 
aated me to speak a good word for her father, for herself, to my 
mclo. Knowing how tbe matter stood, and seeing clearly tliat 
t would be difBcnlt, nay impossible, to do her any service at this 
foment, I candidly told her so, and set before her tlie blame- 
worthiness of hor father in an uufavonrable light. 

" She answered this with so mnch clearness, and at the same 

time with so much filial mitigation and love, that she qttite gained 

; and, had it been my own money, I should instantly have 

B her happy, by grantmg her request. But it was my uncle's 

: these were his an'angements, bis oi'ders : with such a. 

mper as his, to attempt altering aught that had been done was 

From of old, I had looked on a promise as in the 

pigbest degree sacred. .Whoever asked anything of me embar- 

IBsed me. I bad so accustomed myself to refuse, that I did not 

1 promise what I purposed to perform. This habit came in 

i stead in tbe present instance. Her arguments turned on 

Bdividuality and affection, mine on duty and reason : and I will 

i deny Uiat at last they seemed too bareb even to myself. 

Iready we bad more than once repeated our topics without con- 

incing one another, when necessity made her more eloquent; 

Bie inevitable ruin which she saw before her pressed tears from 
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lier eyes. Her collected manner ahe entirely lost ; slie spoke with I 
vivacity, with emotion ; and aa I still kept np a show of coldness J 
and compoanre, her whole soul turned itself outwards. I Wished I 
to end the scene : hut all at once she was Ijing at my feet, had I 
seized my hand, kissed it, and was looking np to me, eo good, so I 
gentle, with such supplicating lovehness, that in the haste of the I 
moment I forgot myaelf. Hurriedly I said, while raising her from I 
her kneeling posture : ' I will do what is possible ; compose thy- 1 
self, my child!' and ao turned into a side-path. 'Do what ia J 
imposaihlo !' cried she after me. I now knew not what I was 1 
Baying, hut answered: 'I will,' and hesitated. 'Do it!' cried 1 
she, at once enlivened, and with a heavenly expression of hope. 1 
I waved a salutation to her, and hastened away. I 

" To my uncle I did not mean to apply directly : for I knew I 
too well that with him it was vain to speak ahout the partial, when ' 
his purpose was the whole. I inrjnired for the Steward ; he had 
ridden off to a distance ; visitors came in the evening, friends 
wishing to take leave of me. They supped and played till far h 
the night. They continued next day ; and then- presence effaced | 
the image of my importunate petitioner. The Steward returned;-: 
he was busier and more overloaded than ever. All wore askingi 
for Jiim : he had no time to hear me. However, I did make an 1 
effort to detain him; bat scarcely had I named that pions fanner, I 
when ho eagerly repelled the proposal : ' For Heaven's sake, not I 
a word of this to your uncle, if yon would not have a quarrel with J 
him!' The day of my departure was fixed; I had letters tol 
write, guests to receive, visits in the neighbourhood to pay. My -I 
servants had been hitherto sufBeient for my wants, but were no- 
wise adequate to forward the an-angementa of a distant journey. 
All lay on my own hands ; and yet when the Steward appointed 
me an hour in the night before my departure, to settle our money . 
concerns, I neglected not again to sohcit him for Valerin&'sJ 
father. 

" 'Dear Bai'OU,' said the nnstahle man, 'howeansnch a thing I 
ever come into your head ? Today already I have had a hard 1 
piece of work with your nncle ; for the sum you need ia turn- 1 
ing out to he far higher than wo reckoned on. This ia natural ] 
enough, bat not the less perplexing. To the old gentleman it ii 
especially nnwetcome, ivhen a business seems conchided, and yet I 
many odds and ends are found stragghug after it. This is often f 
the case; and I and the rest have to take the bnmt of it. As to, J 






the rigour with wLich the outstanding debts were to be gathered 
in, he himself laid down the lawto me: he is at one with himself 
this point, and it would be no easy task to move him to indul- 
[ence. Do not try it, I beg of you ! It is quite in vain.' 

I let him deter me from my attempt, but not entirely. I 
preBsed him, since the execution of the busineaa depended on 
himself, to act with mildness and mercy. Ho promised every- 
thing, according to the fashion of such persons, for the sako of 
momentary peace. He got quit of me: the bustle, the hiury of 
business increased ! I was in my carriage ; and had turned my 
back on all homo concerns. 

"A keen impression is like any other wound; we do not feel 

it in receiving it. Not till afterwards does it begin to smart and 

gangrene. So was it with me in regard to this occurrence in the 

park. Whenever I was solitary, whenever I was unemployed, that 

lage of the entreating maiden, with the whole accompaniment, 

ith every tree and bush, the place where she knelt, the side-path 

took to get rid of her, the whole scene rose like a fresh picture 

lefore my soul. It was an indestructible impression, which, by 

iber images and interests, might indeed be shaded or overhung, 

it never obliterated. Still, in every quiet hour, she came before 

le ; and the longer it lasted, the more painful did I feel the blamo 

'hieh I had incun'ed against my principles, against my custom, 

longh not expressly, only while hesitating, and"for the first time 

iBught in such a perplexity. 

I failed not in ray earliest letters to inquire of our Steward 
low the business had turned. He answered evasively. Then he 
engaged to explain this point; then be wrote ambiguously; at last 
he became silent altogether. Distance increased ; more objects 
cane between me and my home ; I was called to many new obser- 
Tations, many new sympathies; the image faded away, the maiden 
almost to the name. The remembrance ofber came more 
irely before me ; and, my whim of keeping up my intercourse 
Ith home, not by letters, but by tokens, tended gradually to make 
previous situation, with all its circumstances, nearly vanish 
13 my mind. Now, however, when I am again returning home, 
m I am purposing to repay my famUy with interest what I have 
)ng owed it, now at last this strange repentance, strange I my- 
mnst call it, falls on me with its whole weight. The form of 
maiden brightens up with the forms of my relatives ; and I 
id nothing more deeply than to learn that, in the misery into 
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y/\dch I drove her, abe haa aunk to rnin ; for my negligence I 
appears in my own mind an abetting of her destruction, a further- I 
ance of her monmfnl destiny. A thousand times I have told my- I 
self that thia feelingwaa at bottom but a weakness; that my early I 
adoption of the principle, never to promise, had originated in my | 
fear of repentance, not in any noble sentiment. And now it seems I 
as if Repentance, which I had fled from, meant to avenge heraelf, J 
by seizing this incident, instead of hnndreda, to pain me. Yet i 
is the picture, the imagination which torments me, so agreeable I 
withal, so lovely, that I like to linger over it. And when I think I 
of the scene, that kiss which she imprinted on mj band, still I 
seems to bum there." I 

Lenardo was silent, and Wilbelm answered quickly and gaily : I 
*' It appears, then, I could have done yon no greater service than I 
by that appendix to my narrative ; as we often find in the poet- 
Bcript the most interesting part of the letter. In truth, I know 
little of Valerina, for I heard of her only in passing: bat, for cer- 
tain, she is the wife of a prosperous landowner, and lives happily, 
as your aunt assured me, on taking leave." 

" Good, and well," said Lenardo : "now there is nothing to 
detain me. You have given mo absolution ; let na now to my 
friends, who have already waited for me too long." To thia "Wfl- J 
helm answered : " Unhappily I cannot attend yon ; for a strange I 
obligation lies on me to continue nowhere longer than three days, I 
and not to revisit any place in less than a year. Pardon me, if I I 
am not at liberty to mention the cause of this singularity." I 

"I am very sorry," said Leuardo, "that we are to lose yon bo I 
soon : that I cannot, in my turn, do anything for you. But since ' 
you aro already in the way of showing me kindness, you might 
make me very happy if you pleased to visit A'^alerina ; to infcffm 
yourself accurately of her situation ; and then to let me have, in 
writing or in speech (a place of meeting might easily be fotmd), J 
express intelligence for my complete composure." 

This proposal was farther discussed ; Valerina's place of r^ I 
sidence bad been named to Wilbelm. He engaged to visit her; a I 
place of meeting was appointed, to which the Baron should come, 
bringing Fehx with him, who, in the mean while, had remained I 
with the ladies. 

Lenardo and Wilbelm had proceeded on their way for some 1 
time, riding together through pleasant fields, with abundance of I 
conversation, when at last they approached the highway, and [ 
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found the Baron's coach in waiting, now ready to revisit with its 
lowner the spot it had left three years before. Here the friends 
■were to part ; and "Wilhelm, with u few kindly words, took hia 
leave, again promising the Baron speedy news of Valerina. 

"Now when I bethink me," said Lenordo, "that it were but 
ft small circuit if I accompanied yon, why should I not visit Vale- 
rina myself ? Why not witness with my own eyes her happy sita- 
Ation? Ton were so Mendlyas engage to be my messenger; why 
ebonld yon not be my companion ? For some companion I must 
have, some moral counsel, as we take legal counsel to assist 
na, when we think ourselves inadcijuato to the perplexities of a 



"Wilhelm's objections, that the friends at home would be anxi- 
ously expecting the long-absent ti-aveller, that it would produce a 
strange impression if the carriage came alone, and other reasons 
of the like sort, had no weight with Lenardo ; and WUhelm was 
obliged at last to reBolve on acting the companion to the Baron ; 
a task on which, considering the consequences that might be ap- 
prehended, he entered with no great alacrity. 

Accordingly the servants were instructed what to say on their 
arrival ; and the two friends now took the road for Valerina's 
bouBo. The neighhom-hood appeared rich and fertile, the true 
seat of Agriculture. Especiallythe grounds of Valerina's husband 
seemed to be managed with great skill and care. Wilhelm had 
leisure to survey the landscape accurately, while Lenardo rode in 
silence beside him. At last the latter said: "Another in my place 
wonld perhaps try to meet Valerina undiscovered; for it is always a 
painful feeling to appearbefore those whom we have injured; buti 
bad rather front this, and heai' the reproach which I have to dread 
&om her first look, than secure myself from it by disguise and 
untruth. Untruth may hriug us into embaiTassment quite as well 
as truth ; and when wo reckon up how often the former or the 
latter profits us, it really seems most prudent, once for all, to 
devote ourselves to what is true. Let ns go forward, therefore, 
with cheerful minds : I ^ill give my name, and introduce you as 
my friend and fellow-traveller." 

They had now reached the bouse, and dismounted in the couit. 
A well-looking man, whom you might have taken for a farmer, 
eftme oat to them, and annoimced himself us master of the family. 
Lenardo named himself, and the landlord seemed highly delighted 
[to see him, and obtain his acquaintance, ""WTiat will my wife 
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fifty," cried be, " when she again meeta tlie ne^jhew of her bene- 
factor ! She never tires of reeountiiig and reckoning up what her 4 
father owes yonr nncle." 

"Wliat strange thoughts rushed in rapid disorder through Len- 
ardo'a mind! "Does this man, who looks so honest -minded, 
hide his bittemesa onder a Meudly comitenance and smooth 
words ? Can he give his reproaches so courteous an outside ? 
For did not my uncle reduce that family to misery! And can the 
man be ignorant of this? Or," so thought he to himself, with 
quick hope, "has the business not been so bad as thou supposest? 
For no decisive jntelhgence has ever yet reached thee." Such 
conjectures alternated this way and that, while the landlord -v 
ordering out his carriage to bring home his wife ; who, it appeared, 
was paying a visit in the neighbourhood. 

" Hin the mean while, till my wife retm-n," said the latter, "I I 
might entertain you in my own way, and at the same time carry I 
on my duties, say you walk a few steps with me into the fii ' ' 
and look about you how I manage my husbandry ; for, no doubt, j 
to you, as a great proprietor of land, there is nothing of more near ] 
concernment than the noble science, the noble art of Agriculture." 

Lenardo made no objection; Wilhelm liked to gather informa- ' 
tion. The landlord had his ground, which he possessed and ruled 
vrithout restriction, under the most perfect treatment ; what he 
undertook was adapted to his purpose ; what he sowed and planted . 
was always in the right place ; and he could so clearly explain hiB,i| 
mode of procedure, and the reasons of it, that every one oompre-j 
bended him, and thought it possible for himself to do the same ;■ 
a mistake one is apt to fall into, on looking at a master, in whosa ■ 
hand all moves as it should do. 

The sti-angers expressed their satisfaction, and had nothing I 
but praise and approval to pronounce on everything they i 
He received it gratefully and kindly, and at last added : " Now, J 
however, I most show you my weak side, a quality discernible inl 
every one that yields himself exclusively to one pursuit." He led 1 
them to his court-yard, showed them his implements, his store of I 
these ; and besides this, a store of all imaginable sorts of farm- 1 
gear, with its appurtenances, kept by way of specimen : " I am f 
often blamed," said he, "for going too iar in this matter ; but 1 1 
cannot quite blame myself. Happy is he to whom bis business J 
itself becomes a puppet, who at length can play with it, andl 
amuse himself with what his situation makes his duty." 



The two &iends were not behindhand with their queationa and 
taminations, Willielm, in particular, delighted in the general 
obaervationa which thia man appeared to have a turn for making ; 
and failed not to answer them : while the Baron, more immersed 
in hia own thoughta, took silent pleasure in the happiness of 
Valerina, which, in this sitaation, he reckoned sure ; yet felt 
underhand a certain faint shadow of diesatiafaction, of which he 
oonld give himself no account, 
I The party had returned within doors, when the lady's carriage 

I'drove up. They hastened out to meet her : but what was Len- 
Bardo's amazement, hia fright, when she atept forth ! Thia was 
riiot the person ; thia was no Nut-brown Maid, hut directly the 
tjeverse ; a fair slim form, in truth ; but light-haired, and poasess- 
KjQg all the charms which belong to that complexion. 
[ This beauty, this gi-ace affrighted Lenardo. His eyes had 
P sought the brown maiden ; now quite a different 6gm'e glanced 
l.liefore them. These features, too, he recollected; her words, her 
I'auanner, soon banished all tmcertainty : it waa tho daughter of 
^he Lawyer, a man who stood in high favour with the uncle ; for 
^mhich reason also the dowry had been ao handsome, and the new 
^nair so generously dealt with. AH this, and much more, was gaily 
^Bcounted by the young wife as an introductoi? salutation, and 
^Kth such a joy as the surprise of an unexpected meeting natur- 
^Rly gives rise to. The question, whether they could recognise 
Inch other, was mutually put and answered ; the changes in look 
Kirere talked of, which in persona of that age are found notable 
Bemmgh. Valerina waa at all times agreeable ; but lovely in a high 
Bjlegree, when any joyful feeling raised her above her usual level of 
Bndifference. The company grew talkative : the conversation he- 
^puue BO hvely, that Lenardo was enabled to compose himself and 
Bpde his confusion. Wilhelm, to whom he had very soon given 
^»' sign of this strange incident, did his best to help hini ; and 
KFalerina's Uttle touch of vanity in thinking that the Baron, even 
■pvfbre visiting his own Mends, had remembered her, and come 
Ho Bee her, excluded any shadow of suspicion that another purpose 
Bff * misconception could be concerned in the affair. 
B The partj kept together till a late hour, though the two 
BAsenda were longing for a confidential dialogue ; which accord- 
Kigly commenced, the moment they were left alone in their al- 
H^tted chambers. 

^k " It appears," said Lenai'do, " I am not to get rid of this 
^m VOL. n. p 
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secret pain. A laoklesa conftision of names, I now observe, re- 
doublea it. This fair-haired beauty I have often seen playing 
vdlh the brunette, who eoold not be called tt beanty ; nay I my- 
seK have often run abont with them over the fields and gardens, 
though BO much older than tliey. Neither of them made the 
slightest impression on me ; I have but retained the name of the 
one, and apphed it to the other. And now her who does not con- 
cern me, I find happy above measure in her own way ; while the 
other is cast forth, who knows whither, into the wide world." 

Next morning the friends were up almost sooner than their 
active entertainers. The happiness of seeing her guests had alsO' 
awakened Valerina early. She little fancied vnlh what feeUngs 
they came to breakfast. Wiihehn, seiang clearly that without 
some tidings of the Nut-brown Maid, Lenardo must continue in 
a paintiil state, led the conversation to old times, to playmates, to 
scenes which he himself knew, and other such recollections : so 
that Valerina soon quite naturally came to speak of the Nut-brown 
Maid, and to mention her name. 

No sooner did Lenardo hear the name Nachodina, than he 
perfectly remembered it : but mth the name, the figure also, of 
that supplicant returned to him, with such violence, that Valerina'a 
farther narrative became quite agonising to him, as with warm 
sympathy she proceeded to describe the distrainment of the pious 
farmer, his submissive resignation and departure, and how he 
went away leaning on his daughter, who carried a httle bnndle in 
her hand. Lenardo was like to sink under the earth. Unhappily, 
and hi^pily, she went into a certain circumstantiality in her de- 
tails ; wiiich, while it tortured Lenardo's heart, enabled him with • 
help of his associate to pnt on some appearance of composure. 

The travellers departed, amid warm sincere invitations o&tho 
part of the married pair to return soon, and a faint hollow assent 
on their own part. And as a person, who stands in any favonr 
with himself, takes everything in a favourable light, so Valerin* 
explained Lenardo's silence, his visible confusion in laidng leave, 
his hasty departure, entirely to her' own advantage ; and could 
not, although the faithful and loving wife of a worthy gentleman, 
help feeling some small satisfaction at this re-awakening or inci- 
pient inclination, as she reckoned it, of her former landlord. 

After this strange incident, while the fiiends were proceedjng.'; 
tax their way, Lenardo thus addressed Wilhelm : " For our ehip- 
wreck with such fair hopes at the very entrance of the bavtm, t 
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can still console myself in some degree for the moment, and go 
calmly to meet my people, when I tHnk that Heaven has brought 
me yoii, — yoa to whom, under your peculiar mission, it is indif- 
ferent whither or how you direct your path. Engage to find out 
Naohodiua, and to give me tidings of her. If she he happy, then 
am I content ; if unhappy, thau help her at my charges. Act 
without reserve ; spare, calculate nothing 1 I shall return home, 
shall endeavour to get intelligence, and send your Felix to you 
trusty person. Plaee the boy, as your intention was, 
'here many of his equals are placed : it is almost iudifferent under 
superintendence ; hut I am much mistaken, if, in the neigh- 
lurhood, in the place where I wish yon to wait for your son and 
Ilia attendant, you do not find a man that can give you the best 
counsel on this point. It is he to whom I owe the training of 
my youth, whom I should have liked so much to take along with 
me in my travels, whom at least I should many a time have wished 
to meet in the course of them, had he not already devoted him- 
"to a quiet domestic life." 

The friends Lad now reached the spot where they were actually 

part. "While the horses were feeding, the Baron wrote a letter, 

iofa 'Wllhelm took charge of; yet, for the rest, could not help 

lunieating bis scruples to Lenardo. 

" In my present situation," said he, " I reckon it a desirable 

iseion to deliver a generous man from distress of mind, and, 

the same tinie, to free a human ci^eature from misery, if she 

ippon to be miserable. Such an object one may look upon as a 

', towards which ono sails, not knowing what airaita him, what 

is to meet, by the way. Yet, with all this, I must not be blind 

the danger which, in every case, still hovers over you. Were 

10 not a man who regularly avoid engagements, I should reqnii'e 

promise from you not again to see this female, who baa come 

to be so precious in your eyes ; but to content yourself, when I 

annonnce to yon that all is well with her ; he it that I actually 

her happy, or am enabled to make her so. But having neither 

BT nor wish to extort a promise from you, I conjure yon. by all 

reckon dear and sacred, for yom: own sake, for that of your 

btdred, and of me your new-acquired friend, to allow yourself no 

isimation to that lost maiden, under what pretext soever ; 

require of me that I mention or describe the plane where I 

iT, or the ueighboiu-hood where I leave her ; but to believe 

word that she is well, and be enfranchised and at peace." 
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Lenardo ga.\e a smile, and answered : "Perform this serrice 
for me, and I shall be grateful. "What yon are willing and able 
to do I commit to your own hands ; and for myself, leave me to 
time, to common sense, and, if possible, to reason." 

" Pardon me," answered Wilhelm: " but whoever tnows under 
what strange forms lovo glides into our heai-ts, cannot but be 
apprehensive, on forseeing that a friend may come to entertain 

les, which, in Ms circumstances, his station, would of necessity 
produce imhappineBS and perplexity." 

" I hope," said Lenardo, " when I know the maiden happy, 
I have done with her." 

The friends parted, each in his own direction. 



Chapter IX. 

By a short and pleasant road Wilhelm had reached the town 
to which his letter was directed. He found it gay and well built ; 
tut its new aspect showed too clearly that, not long before, it 
must have suffered by a conflagration. The address of his letter 
led him into the last small uninjured portion of the place, to a 
e of ancient, earnest architecture," yet well kept, and of a 
tidy look. Dim windows, strangely fashioned, indicated an exhil- 
arating pomp of colours from within. Nor, in fact, did the inte- 
rior fail to correspond with the exterior. In clean apartments, 
everywhere stood furniture which must have sei-ved several genera- 
tions, intermixed with very little that was new. The master of 
the house received our traveller kindly, in a little chamber simi- 
■ly fitted up. These clocks had ah'eady struck the hour of many 
a birth and many a death ; eveiything which met the eye reminded 
one that the past might, as it were, be protracted into the present. 
The stranger delivered his letter ; but the landlord, without 
opening it, laad it aside, and endeavomed, in a cheerful conversa- 
tion, immediately to get acquainted with his guest. They soon 
grew confidential ; and as Wilhelm, contrary to his usual habit, let 
his eye wander inquisitively over the room, the good old man said 
to him : " My domestic equipment excites your attention. "You 
here see how long a thing may last ; and one should make such 
«bser^'ations now and then, by way of counterbalance to so much 
5ii the world that rapidly changes and passes away. This same 
lea-kettle served my parents, and was a witness of our evening 
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family asaemblagea ; this copper fire-acreen still guards me from 

the fire, which these stout old tonga still help ma to mend ; and 

BO it is with all thronghoat. I had it in my power to bestow my 

L care and industry on many other things, aa I did not occupy 

I myself with changing these external necessaries, a task which eon- 

F Bnmes so many people's time and resources. An affectionate 

attention to what we possesa makes na rich, for thereby we aceii- 

molate a treasure of remembrances connected with indifferent 

things. I knew a yoimg man who got a common pin from hia 

love, while taking leave of her ; daily fastened his breast-frill with 

it, and brought back this guarded and not unemployed treasure 

from a long journeying of several years. In us little men, such 

. Uttle things are to be reckoned virtue." 

L " Many a one too," answered Wilhelm, " brings back, from 
Isuch long and far tiTivellings, a sharp pricker in hia heart, which 
t he would fain be quit of." 

The old man seemed to know nothing of Lenardo's situation, 
though in the mean while he had opened the letter and read it ; 
for he returned to his former topics. 

" Tenacity of our possessions," continued he, " in many cases 
pvea U8 the greatest energy. To this obstinacy in mysell' I owe 
Qie saving of my house. When the town was on fire, some people 
" ihed to begin snatching and saving here too, I forbade this ; 
Mlted my doors and windows ; and tumedout, with several neigh- 
MUTS, to oppose the flames. Onr efforts succeeded in preserving 
"3 Bummit of the town. Next morning ollwaa standing here as 
jQu now see it, and as it has stood for almost a hundred years." 
" Yet you will confess," said Wilhelm, " that no man with- 
mds the change which Time produces." 

' That, in tmth !" said the other : " hut he who holds out 
ugest has still done something. 

'' Tes ! even beyond the limits of our being we are able to 
Intain and secure ; we transmit discoveries, we hand down 
Ritiments, as well as property : and as the latter was my chief 
ince, I have for a long time exercised the strictest foresight, 
ITADted the most peculiar precautions ; yet not till lately have I 
ided in seeing my wish fulfilled. 
" Commonly the son disperses what the father has collected, 
sets something different, or in a different way. Yet if we can 
t for the grandson, for the new generation, we find the same 
mdeocies, the same tastes, again making their appearance. And 
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80 at last, by the cai-e of our Pedagogic Mends, I liare fonndanl 
active yonth, who, if possible, pays more regard to old pDBsee'l 
sion than even I, and has withal a vehement attachment to every J 
8ort of curioaitiea. My decided confidence he gained by the vio- ' 
lent exertions, with which he struggled to keep off the fire from \ 
our dwelling. Doubly and trebly has he merited the treasDre 
which I mean to leave him : nay it ia already given into his 
hands ; and evei' since that time, our store is increasing in a. 
wonderful way. 

" Not all, however, that you see here is ours. On the eon-] 
trary, as in the hands of pawnbrokers you find many a fcnreiL 
jewel, so with us I can show yon precious articles, which people, 
under the most various circumstances, h a vo i deposited with aa for 
the sake of better keeping." 

"Wiihelm recollected the beautifiil Bos, which, at any rate, he i 
did not like to caiTy with him in his wanderings ; and showed ifel 
to his landlord. The old man viewed it with attention ; gave tli»F 
date when it was probably made; and showed some similar things. 1 
WOhelm asked him if he thought it should be opened. The old 
man thought not. "I believe, indeed," said ho, "it could be 
done, without special harm to the casket ; but as you found it in 
so singular a way, you must try your luck on it. For if yon Aral 
bora lucky, and this little box is of any consequence, the key w 
doubtless by and by be found, and in the very place where j 
are least expecting it." 

" There have been such occurrences," said "Wilhelm. 

"Ihave myself experienced such, "rephed the old man; "oud 
here you behold the strangest of them. Of this ivory crucifix I J 
have had, for thirty years, the body with the head and feet, in o 
place. For its own nature, as well as for the glorious ml; displayejil 
in it, I kept the figure laid itp in my most private drawer : naarly^ 
ten years ago I got the cross belonging to it, with the inscription^ 
and was then induced to have the arms supplied by the best corvra 
of our day. Far, indeed, was this expert aitiist from equalling hiu 
predecessor ; yet I let his work pass, more for devout pnrposeaJ 
than for any admiration of its excellence. 

" Now, conceive my delight ! A little while ago the o 
genuine aims were sent me, as you see them here united in tlin 
loveliest harmony; and I, charmed at so happy a cuincideoee, oin-J^ 
not help recognising in this emciflx the fortunes of the Cfarietafti 
religion, which, often enough dismembered and scattered nbroad,! 
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^twill ever in the end again gather itself together at the foot of the 
ss." 

Wilhelm admired the iigurc, and its etrango comtiuation. " I 
will follow yonr counsel," added he; "let the casket continae 
locked till the key of it be foimd, thongh it should lie till the end 
of my life." 

"One who livcB long," said the old man, "sees much col- 
lected and much cast asunder," 

The young partner in the house now chanced to enter, and 
- Wilhelm signified his purposa of intrusting the Box to their keep- 
I ing. A large hook was thereupon produced, the deposit inscribed 
I .in it, with many ceremonies aud stipulations ; a receipt granted, 
■■■which applied in words to any bearer, but was only to beionoured 
on the giving of a certain token agreed upon with the owner. • 

So passed their hours in instructive and entertaining ccmver- 
sation, till at last Fclis, mounted on a gay pony, arrived in safety. 
A groom had accompanied him, and was now for some time to 
ifttteud and eer\'e "WiLielm, A letter from Lenardo, delivered at 
the same time, complained that he could find no vestige of the 
Nnt-brown Maid ; and "Wilhelm was anew conjured to do his 
Dtmost in searching her out. WOhelm imparted the matter to 
" 'lb landlord. The latter smiled, and said : " We must certainly 
make every exertion, for our friend's sake ; perhaps I may succeed 
in learning something of her. As I keep these old primitive house- 
bold goods, so likewise have I kept some old primitive friends. 
Yon tell me that this maiden's father was distinguished by Ha 
jBety. The pious have a more intimate connexion with each 
other than the wicked ; though extei'ually it may not always pro- 
ber 80 woU. By this means I hope to obtain some traces of what 
lu are sent to seek. But, as a preparative, do you now pm'sue 
tile resolution of placing your Felix among his equals and turning 
to some fixed department of activity. Hasten with him to 
16 great Institution. I will poiot out the way yoii must follow 
order to find the Chief, who resides now in one, now in another 
'division of his Pi'ovinee. You shall have a letter, with my best 
advice and direction." 

Chapter X. 

Ti£E pilgrims, pursuing the way pointed oat to them, had, 
Jiout difSculty, reached the limits of the Province, where they 
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were to Bee so m&ny sbgukiities. At the -very entrance, they 
found themselTes in a district of extreme fertility ; in its soft 
knolls, favonrable to crops; in its higher Mils, to sheep-husbandry; 
in ita wide bottoms, to grazing. Harvest was near at hand, and 
all was in the richest luxuriance ; yet what most surprised oor 
travellers was, that they observed neither men nor women ; but 
in all quarters boys and youths engaged in preparing for a happy 
harvest, nay already making arrangements for a merry harvest- 
home. Onr travellers eoloted several of them, and inquired for 
the Chief, of whose abode, however, they could gain no inteUi- 
gence. The address of their letter was : To the Chief, or the 
Three. Of this also the boys could make nothing ; however, 
they reEsrred the strangers to an Ovei-seer, who was just about 
mounting his horse to ride off. Our friends disclosed their object 
to this man : the frank hveliuess of FeUx seemed to please him, 
and 80 they all rode along together. 

"Wilhelm had already noticed, that in the cut and colour of 
the young people's clothes a variety prevailed, which gave the 
whole tiny population a peculiar aspect ; ho was just about to 
question his attendant on this point, when a still strajiger obseiv 
vation forced itself upon him ; all the children, how employed 
soever, laid down their work, and turned with singular, yet diverse 
gestures, towards the party riding past them ; or rather, as it 
was easy to infer, towards the Overseer, who was in it. The 
youngest laid their arms crosswise over their breasts, and looked 
cheerfully up to the sky ; those of middle size held their hands 
on theii' backs, and looked smiling on the ground ; the eldest 
stood with ft frank and spirited air ; their arms stretched down, 
they turned their heads to the right, and formed themselves into 
a line ; whereas the otliers kept separate, each where he chanced 
to be. 

The riders having stopped and dismounted here, as several 
children, in then.- various modes, were standing forth to be in- 
spected by the Overseer, "Wilhelm asked the meaning of these 
gestiu-es ; but Felix struck in, and cried gaily : " What posture 
am I to take, then ?" 

" Without doubt," said the Overseer, " as the first posture : 
The arms over the breast, the face earnest and cheerful towards 
the sky," 

Felix obeyed, but soon cried : " This is not mnch to my taste ; 
I see nothing up there: does it last long? But yes !" exclaimed 



e joyfully, " yonder are a pair of falcons fijiag from the west to 
■^e east ; that ia a good sign too ?" 

"As thou takeat it, as thou behavest," said the other; "now 
mingle among them, as they mingle," He gave a signal, and the 
fihildren left their postures, and again betook them to work, or 
Ifpoit, as before. 

■' Are yon at liberty," said Wilbelm then, " to explain this 
^pght which Buifrises me ? I easily perceiTe that these positions, 
■ithese gestures, are salutations directed to you." 

" Just BO," repUed the Overseer ; " salutations which at once 
indicate in what degree of culture each of these hoys is standing," 
" But can you explain to me the meaning of this gradation?' 
inquiretl Wilhehn; " for that there is one ia clear enough." 

■'This belongs to a higher quarter," said the other: "so 
mnch, however, I may tell yon, that these ceremonies are not 
mere grimaces ; that, on the contrary, the import of them, not 
the highest, but still a directing, intelligible import, ia communi- 
cated to the children ; while, at the same time, each is enjoined 
to retain and consider for himself whatever explanation it has been 
thought meet to give him ; they are not allowed to talk of these 
things, either to strangers or among themselves ; and thus tbeii' 
istrnction ia modified in many ways. Besides, secrecy itself has 
lany advantages ; for when you tell a man at once and straight- 
'ward the purpose of any object, he fancies there is nothing in 
Certain secrets, even if known to every one, men find that 
' must still reverence by concealment and silence, for this 
works on modesty and good morals." 

' I understand yon," answered Wilhelm : " why should not 

the principle wliich is bo neceaaary in material things, be applied 

to Bpiritual also ? But perhaps, in another point, yon can satisfy 

my curiosity. The great variety of shape and colour in these 

clUldren's clothes attracts my notice : and yet I do not see all 

sorts of eolom-s, but a few in all their shades, from the lightest 

^^^to the deepest. At the same time, I observe that by thia no 

^^^bfisignation of degrees in age or merit can be intended ; for the 

^^^^udest and the youngest boys may be alike both in cut and colour, 

^^^Erhile those of similar gestures are not similar in dress." 

^^H^ " On thia matter also," said the other, " silence is prescribed 

^^K to me : but I am much mistaken, or you will not leave ub with- 

^^r oat receiving all the information you desire." 

Our party continued following the trace of the Chief, which 



.218 meister's travels. 

they believed themselves to be upon. But now the strangers 
could not fail to notice, with new surprise, that the farther they 
advanced into the district, a vocal melody more and more fre- 
quently sounded towards them from the fields. Whatever the boys 
might be engaged with, whatever labour they were carrying on, 
they accompanied it with singing ; and it seemed as if the songs 
were specially adapted to their various sorts of occupation, and in 
similar cases everywhere the same. If there chanced to be several 
children in company, they sang together in alternating parts. 
Towards evening, appeared dancers likewise, whose steps were 
enliveijied and directed by choruses. Felix struck in with them, 
not altogether unsuccessftdly, from horseback, as he passed ; and 
Wilhelm felt gratified in this amusement, which gave new life tp 
the scene. 

" Apparently," he said to his companion, **you devote con- 
siderable care to this branch of instruction ; the accomplishment, 
otherwise, could not be so widely diiOfused, and so completely 
practised." 

" We do," replied the other : " on our plan. Song is the first 
step in education ; all the rest are connected with it, and attained 
by means of it. The simplest enjoyment, as well as the simplest 
instruction, we enliven and impress by Song ; nay, even what 
religious and moral principles we lay before our children, are com- 
municated in the way of Song. Other advantages for the excite- 
ment of activity spontaneously arise from this practice ; for,, in 
accustoming the children to write the tones they are to utter, in 
musical characters, and as occasion serves, again to seek these 
characters in the utterance of their own voice ; and besides this, 
to subjoin the text below the notes, they are forced to practise 
hand, ear and eye at once, whereby they acquii-o the art of pen- 
manship sooner than you would expect ; and as all this in the 
long-run is to be efiected by copying precise measurements and 
accurately settled numbers, they come to Conceive the high value 
of Mensuration and Arithmetic much sooner than in any other 
way. Among all imaginable things, accordingly, we have selected 
music as the element of our teaching ; for level roads run out from 
music towards every side." 

Wilhelm endeavom-ed to obtain still farther information, and 
expressed his surprise at hearing no instrumental music : ** This 
is by no means neglected here," said the other ; *' but practised 
in a peculiar district, one of the most pleasant valleys among the 



Monntama; and there agaiu v/e liave artanged it so tliat tlie 

Lidifferent uiBtnimenta shall be taught in eepariLte pkees. The 

discords of heginners, in particular, are banished into certain 

BoHtndea, whei'c they can drive no one to deapair ; for you wiU 

Konfes3 that in well-regulated civil society there is scai'cely a more 
lelanoholy soiFering to he undergone, than what ia forced on us 
y the neighbourhood of an incipient player on the Ante or violin. 
" Our leamerB, out of a laudable desire to be troublesome to 
o one, go forth of their own. accord, for a longer or a shorter 
ime, into the wastes ; and strive in their seclusion to attain the 
lerit which shall again admit them into the inhabited world. 
^ 'jiaeh of them, from time to time, ia allowed to venture an attempt 

. for admission, and the ti'isl seldom fails of success ; for baahfol- 
ness and modesty, in this, as in all other parts of oui' aystem, we 
^^^^Btrongly endeavour to maintain and cherish. That your son has 
^^^HA good voice, I am glad to ohservo : all the rest is managed with 
^^^ftflo much the greater ease." 

^^H They had now reached a place where Felix was to stop, and 

^' make trial of its arrangements, till a foniial reception should be 

granted him. From a distance they had been sahitcd by a jocund 

1 of music ; it was a game in which the boya were, for the 

present, amusing themselves in then- hour of pky. A general 

ihoms mounted up ; each indiridual of a wide circle striking ia 

fc his time, with a joyful, clear, firm tone, as the sign was given 

" a by the Overseer. Tlje latter more than once took the singers 

y surprise, when at a signal he suspended the choraisong, and 

d on any single boy, touching him with his rod, to catch by 

mself the expiring tone, and adapt to it a suitable song, fitted 

> to the spirit of what had preceded. Most part showed great 

terity ; a few, who failed in this feat, willingly gave in theii- 

Iges, without altogether being laughed at for their ill success. 

X was child onongh to mix among them instantly ; and in his 

V taak he acquitted himself tolerably well. The First Salnta- 

a was then enjoined on him : he directly laid his hands on his 

wet, looked upwards, and truly with so roguish a countenance, 

.t it was easy to obsei-ve no secret meaning had yet in hia mind 

■Itaehed itself to this posture. 

The delightfid spot, his kind reception, the merry playmates, 
I. pleoaed the boy bo well, that be felt no very deep sorrow as 
a &ther moved away : the departui'e of the pony was perhaps a 
wavier matter; hut he jielded here also, on learning that in this 
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circle it coiild not possibly be kept ; and the Overseer promiBed 

him, in compensation, tliat he should find another horse, as smart 
and well-broken, at a time when he was not expecting it. 

As the Chief, it appeared, was not to he come at, the Overaeep 
tnraed to Wilhelm and said : " I must now leave you, to pursue 
my ocenpationa ; but first I will bring you to the Three, who pre- 
side over our sacred things. Your letter is addressed to them 
likewise, and they together represent the Chief." Wilhelm conH 
have vrisbed to gain some previous knowledge of these sacted 
things, but his companion answered : " The Three will donbUfiBS, 
in return for the confidence you show in leaving us your son, dis- 
close to yon in their vrisdom and fairness what is most needful 
for yon to learn. The visible objects of reverence, which I named 
eacred things, are collected in this separate circle ; are mixed 
vrith nothing, interfered with by nothing : at certain seasons of 
the year only are oar pupils admitted here, to be taught in their' 
various degrees of culture, by historical and sensible meana ; and 
in these short intervals they cany ofi' a deep enough impressiim'' 
to sufSce them for a time, during the performance of their other' 
duties." 

Wilhelm had now reached the gate of a wooded vale, 
rounded with high walls : on a certain sign the little door opened, 
and a man of earnest and imposing look received our traveller. 
The latter found himself in a large beautifully umbrageous space, 
decked with the richest foliage, shaded with trees and bushes of 
all sorts ; while stately walls and magnificent buildings were difl-' 
cerned only in glimpses through this thick natural boscage. A.; 
friendly reception fi-om the Three, who by and by appeared, at' 
last turned into a general conversation, the substance of which 
we now present in an abbreviated shape. 

" Since you intrust your son to us," said they, -'it is fair that- 
we admit you to a closer view of onr procedure. Of what is ex- 
ternal you have seen much, that does not bear its meaning on ita 
&ont. What part of this do you chiefly wish to have explained ?" 

" Dignified, yet singular gestures of salutation I have noticed,. 
the import of which I would gladly learn : with you, doubtless,, 
the exterior has a reference to the interior, and inversely ; let 
know what this reference is." 

" Well-formed, healthy children," replied the Three, *' bring' 
much into the world along with them : Natiure has given to each' 
whatever he requires for time and duration ; to unfold this Is our 
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^^^Fdntj : often it UDfolds itseK better of its own accord. Que thing 
^^^vtiiere is, however, which no chiltl brings into the world with him ; 
^^^tftiid yet it is on this one thing that all depend? for making man in 
" every pomt a, man. Kyou can discover it youraelf, speak it out." 

"Wilhebn thought a little while, then shook his head. 

^ The Three, after a suitable pause, exclaimed: Reverenee .' 

^^^JWilhelm seemed to hesitate. " Reverence !" cried they a second 

^^^ntime. "All want it, perhaps you yourself. 

^^^P " Three kinds of gestures you have seen ; and we inculcate a 

^^^^ihreefold Reverence, which, when commingled and formed into 

one whole, attains its highest force and effect. The first is Rever- 

emee for what is above us. That posture, the arms crossed over 

the breast, the look turned joyfully towards Heaven : that is what 

yte have enjoined on yomig children ; requiring from them thereby 

ft testimony that there is a God above, who images and reveals 

maelf in parents, teachers, superiors. Then comes the second ; 

J for what is under ua. Those hands folded over the 

!k, and, as it were, tied together, that down-turned, smiling 

pot, announce that we are to regard the Earth with attention 

IDd cheerfiilnesa : from the bounty of the Earth we are nourished : 

|fae Earth affords unutterable joys ; but disproportionate sorrows 

Ae also brings us. Should one of our children do himself ex- 

utl hurt, blameably or blamelessly; should others hurt him 

ftooidentally or purposely; should dead involuntary matter do him 

^— hnrt ; then let him well consider it ; for such dangers will attend 

^Jb^im all his days. But from this posture we delay not to free our 

^^^■apil, the instant we become convinced that the instruction con- 

^^^pected with it has produced suflicient influence on him. Then, 

^^^^1 the contrarj', we bid him gather courage, and turning to his 

comrades, range himself along with them. Now, at last, he stands 

forth, frank and bold ; not selfishly isolated ; only in combination 

Rth his equals does he front the world. Farther we have nothing 
add." 
" I see a glimpse of it !" said Wilhehn. " Are not the mass 
men so marred and stinted, because they take pleasure only in 
e element of evil-wishing and evil-speaking ? Whoever gives 
cuBelf to this, soon comes to be indifferent towards God, eon- 
mptuoits towards the world, spiteful towards his equals; and 
e true, genuine, indispensable sentiment of self- estimation cor- 
rnpts into self-conceit and presumption. Allow me, however," 
Gontinued ho, " to state one difficulty. You say that reverence 
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is not natural to man : now, has not the reverence or fear ofradO'^ 
people for violent convulsions of Natare, or otlier inexplicable-^ 
mysteriously-foreboding occnrrences, been heretofore regu^ed a 
the germ out of whicli a higher feeling, a pnrer scntimemfc, wsa H 
by degrees to be developed ?" 

" Nature is indeed adequate to fear," replied they ; " bnt to 
reverence not adequate. Men fear a knoim or unknown powerful ' 
being : the strong seeks to conquer it, the weak to avoid it ; bot&'' 
endeavour to get quit of it, and feel themselves happy when for < 
a short season they have put it aside, and thcii* nature has in"l 
some degree restored itself to freedom and independence. The ' 
natural man repeats this operation millions of times in the course 
of his life ; from fear he struggles to freedom ; from freedom h& 
is driven hack to fear, and bo makes no advancement. To fear- 
is easy, but grievous ; to reverence is difBcnlt, but satisfeotoiy. ■ 
Man does not willingly submit himself to reverence ; or rather' 
he never so submits himself: it is a higher sense, which must' 
be communicated to his nature ; which only in some pecnli*^ 
favoured individuals nnfolds itself spontaneously, who on this^ 
account too have of old been looked upon as saints and gadsrJ 
Here lies the worth, here Hes the business of all true Beligions ; ( 
whereof there are likewise only three, according to the objeotda 
towards which they direct our devotion." 

The men paused; Wilhelm reflected for a time in siloioe;! 
but feeling in himself no pretension to unfold the meaning of4 
these strange words, he requested the Sages to proceed with their4 
exposition. They immediately complied. " No religion thsfr^ 
groimds itself on feai"," said they, " is regarded among us. Wili 
the reverence, to which a man should give dominion in his mind^'J 
he can, in paying honom', keep his own honour; be is not dis^ 
united with himself, as in the former case. The Religion which^l 
depends on reverence for what is above us, we denominate thb^ 
Ethnic ; it is the rehgion of the nations, and the first happy de--^ 
liverance from a degrading fear : all Heathen religions, as we call I 
them, ore of this sort, whatsoever names they may bear. TheH 
Second Religion, which founds itself on reverence for what i 
around us, we denominate the Philosophical ; for the philost^hern 
Btations himself in the middle, and must draw down to him all'4 
that is higher, and up to him all that is lower, and only in ttdaA 
medinm condition does be merit the title of Wise. Here, as h»'^ 
Burvcja with clear sight his relation to his equals, and therefore 'j 



to the whole human race ; hia relation lilcowise to all other eai-thly 
circimiBtaiices and arrangementa necessarj or oe^dental, Lg ulone, 
in a cosmic sense, lives in Truth. But now wo have to speak of 
the Third Religion, grounded on reTerenca for what is beneath 
ns : this we name the Chriatian, as in the Christian religion such 
a temper is with most distinctness manifested : it ia a List step 
to which mankind wore fitted and destined to attain. But what 
a taaJi was it, not only to be patient with the Earth, and let it 
lie beneath us, we appealing to a higher birthplace ; but also to 
recognise humility and poverty, mockery and despite, disgrace and 
■wretchedness, suffering and death, to recognise these things as 
divine ; nay, even on sin and crime to look not as hindrances, 
hut to honour and love them as furtherances, of what ia holy. Of 
this, indeed, wo fiod some traces in all ages : bat the trace is not 
the goal ; and this being now attained, tho human species cannot 
retrograde ; and we may say, that the Christian religion having 
once appeared, cannot again vanish ; ha^Tug once assumed ita 
idivine shape, can be subject to no diasolntion." 

" " To which of these religions do yoa specially adhere ?" in- 
red Wilhelm. 

To all the three," rephed they; "for in their union they 
produce what may properly be caUed the true religion. Out of 
those Three Reverences spiings tho highest reverence, reverence 
for oneself, and those again unfold themselves from this ; so that 
man attains tho highest elevation of which he is capable, that of 
being justified in reckoning himself tho beat that God and Nature 
have produced : nay, of being able to continue on this lofty emin- 
cncfl, without being again by self-conceit and presumption drawn 
down from it into the vulgar level." 

"Such a confession of faith, developed in this manner, does 
not repulse me," answered Wilhelm ; " it agrees with much that 
one hears now and then in the courae of life ; only, you unite 
what others separate." 

To this they replied; "Our confession has already been 
"., though unconsciously, by a great part of the world." 
How then, and where?" said Wilhelm. 
In the Creed!" exclaimed they; "for the first Article ia 
1, and belongs to all nations ; the second, Christian,' for 
itniggling with affliction and glorified in affliction ; the third, 
19, teaches an inspired Communion of Saints, that is, of men 
UiO highest degree good and wise. And should not therefore 
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the Three Divine PerBons, ander the eimilltudes and Dan 
which these threefold doctrinea and commands are promulgatod,'.] 
justly be considered as in the highest sense One ?" 

"I thank yon," saiil WOhelm, " for having pleased to lay aU'fl 
this hefore me' in such clearness and combination, as before a I 
growTi-up person, to whom yonr three modes of feeling are not'l 
altogether foreign. And now, when I reflect that you commniii--r 
cute this high doctrine to your children, in the first place as aJ 
sensible sign, then nith some symbolical accompamment attached ■ 
to it, and at last unfold to them its deepest meaning, I cannot ■ 
but warmly approve of your method." 

" Right," answered they : "but now we must show you more, 
and so convince you the better that yom- son is in no bad hands. 
This, however, may remain for the morrow : rest and refresh 
yourself, that you may attend us in the momiDg, as a man satis- 
fied and unimpeded, into the interior of our Sanctuary." 



Chaptek XI. 

At the hand of the Eldest, our fiiend now proceeded througba 
a stately portal, into a round, or rather octagooal hall, 8 
decked with pictures, that it struck hini with astonishment as hffl 
entered. All this, he easily conceived, must have a signiflcan^ 
import, though at the moment he saw not so clearly what it was.4 
While about to question his guide on this subject, the latter in- 1 
vited him to step forward into a gallery, open on the o 
and stretching round a spacious gay flowery garden. The wall, J 
however, not the flowers, attracted the eyes of the stranger ; itfl 
was covered with paintings, and Wilhelm could not walk far with-T 
out observing that the Sacred Books of the Israelites had fiir-f 
nished the materials for these figures. 

" It is here," said the Eldest, '-that we teach our First Be»| 
Ugion, the religion which, for the sake of brevity, I named tlu 
Ethnic, The spnit of it is to be sought for in the history of thfl' 
world ; its outward form, in the events of that history. Only i 
the return of similar destiniee on whole nations, can it properly' 
be apprehended." 

" I observe," said Wilhclm, "you have done the Israelite 
the honour to select their history as the groundwork of this de-4 
lineation, or rather, you have made it the leading object there." 
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^V "Aa you see," repKed the Eldest; "for you will remark, 
Vnat on the socles and friezes we have introduced another series 
of transactions and occmrenees, not so much of a synchronistic 
as of a sympbronistic kind ; since, among all nations, wo discover 
records of a similar import, and grounded on the same facts. 
Thus yon perceive here, wnile in the main field of the picture, 
Abraham receives a visit from his gods in the form of fair youths, 
Apollo, among the herdsmen of Admetaa, is painted above on the 
frieze. From which we may ieam, that tbe gods, when they 
appeal" to men, are commonly unrecognised of them." 

Tbe friends walked on. Wilbelm, for the moat part, met with 
well-known objects, but they were here exhibited in a livelier and 
more expressive manner than he had been used to see them. On 
some few matters he requested explanation, and at last could not 
help returning to his former question : WTiy the Israelitish his- 
tory had been chosen in preference to all others ? 

The Eldest answered : " Among all Heathen religions, for such 
also is the Israelitish, this has the most distinguished advantages; 
of which I shall mention only a few. At the Ethnic judgment- 
seat, at the judgment-seat of the God of Nations, it is not asked 
MTiether this is the best, the most excellent nation, but whether 
it lasts, whether it has continued. Tbe Israelitish people never 
was good for much, as its own leaders, judges, rulers, prophets 
have a thousand times reproachfully declared; it posaeasea few 
vii'tues, and most of the faults of other nations : but in cohesion, 
Bteadfaatnesa, valour, and when all this would not serve, in obsti- 
nate toughness, it has no match. It is the most perseverant na- 
tion in the world : it is, it was and will be ; to glorify the name 
of Jehovah, through all ages. We have set it up, therefore, as 
the patteru-Bgure ; as the main figure, to which the others only 

B as a frame." 

"It becomes not me to dispute with jou," said WiUielm, 
HQce yoa have instruction to impart. Open to me, therefore, 
i other advantages of this people, or rather of its history, of 
feteligion." 

"One chief advantage," said the other, "is its excellent 

lection of Sacred Books. These stand so happily combined 

Tether, that even out of the most diverse elements, the feeling 

of a whole still rises before us. They are complete enough to sa- 

lisfy ; fragmentary enough to excite; barbarous enough to rouse ; 

^mder enough to appease: and for how many other contradicting 
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merits might not these Books, might not this one Book, 
praised !" 

The series of main figures, as well as their relations to the 
smaller which ahoTO and helow accompanied them, gave the gaeet 
BO much to think of, that he scarcely heard tho pertinent remarks 
of his gnide; who, by what he said,'seemed desirous rather ti 
divert our Mend's attention, than to fis it on the paintings. Onoe, 
however, the old man said, on some occasion: "Another advsDt- 
age of the Israelitish religion, I must here menttou ; it has not 
embodied its God in any form; and so has left us at hberty to re- 
present him in a worthy human shape, and likewise, by way of 
oontraat, to designate Idolatry by forms of beasts and mnnsters." 

Our friend had now, in Ms short wandering through this ball, 
again brought the spirit of universal history before his mind 
regard to the events, he had not failed to meet with somethijig 
new. So likewise, by tho simultaneous presentment of the pic- 
tures, by the reflections of his guide, many new views had risen' 
on Mm ; and he could not but rejoice in thinking that hia Felix, 
was, by so dignified a visible representation, to seiiie and appro- 
priate for his whole hfe those great, signihcant and exomplaiy 
events, as if they had actually been present, and transaoted be- 
»de him. He came at length to regard the exhibition altoj 
with the eyes of the child, and in tMa point of view it perfeotli 
contented him. Thus wandering on, they had uow readied 
gloomy and perplexed periods of the Mstory, the destruction 
the City and tho Temple, tho mm-der, esile, slaveiy of win 
masses of this stiff-necked people. Its subsequent fortunes 
delineated in a cunning allegorical way ; a real historical d< ' 
tion of them would have lain without the limits of true Art. 

At this point, the gallery abruptly terminated in a closed door, 
and Wilhelm was surprised to see himself already at the eQd< 
"In your historical series," said he, " I find a chasm. You havi 
destroyed the Temple of Jexuaalem, and dispereed the people ; yi 
you have not introduced the divine Man who taught there shorti] 
before ; to whom, shortly before, they would give no oar." 

" To have done this, as you require it, would have been 
eiTor. The life of that divine Man, whom you allude to, staoi 
in no connection with the general Mstoiy of the world in Ms 
It was a private life ; his teaching was a teaching for individn&li 
What baa publicly befallen vast masses of people, and tho 
parts wMeh compose them, belongs to the general history of 
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■world, to the general religion of the world ; the religion we liave 
f s&iued the First. What inwardly befolla individnals, helongs to 
the Second religion, the Philosophical : such a religion was it 
that Christ taught and practised, so long as he went about on 
Earth. For this reason, the external here closes, and I now 
open to you the internal." 

A door went back, and they entered a siimlar gallery ; where 
. Wilhelm soon recognised a corresponding series of pictures from 
the New Testament. Thoy seemed as if by another band than 
the first: all was softer; forms, movementsj accompaniments, U^t 
and colouring. "Here," said the guide, after they had looked 
over a few pictures, "you behold neither actions nor eventa, but 
Miracles and Similitudes. There is here a new world, a new 
exterior, different from the former ; and an interior, which was 
altogether wajiting there. By Miracles and Sunilitudes, a new 
I world is opened up. Those make the common estraordinary, 
Itheae the extraordinary common." 

' You will have the goodness," said Wilhelm, " to explain 
lihese few words more minutely ; for, by my own light, I cannot." 
" They have a natural meaning," said the other, " though a. . 
ieep one. Examples will bring it out most easily and soonest, 
Jrbere is nothing more common and customary than eating and 
ing; bnt it is extraordinary to ti'ansform a drink into another 
f more noble sort ; to multiply a portion of food that it suffice a 
panltitude. Nothing is more common than sickness ^d corporeal 
~ jeaaes ; but to remove, to mitigate these by spiritual or spiri- 
J-like means, is extraordinary ; and even in this lies the won- 
r of the Miracle, that the common and the extraordinary, the 
Mseiblo and the impossible, become one. With the Simihtude 
in, with the Parable, the converse is the case : here it is the 
M, the view, the idea, that forms the high, the nnattainahle, 
ttte extraordinary. When this embodies itself in a common, cus- 
(omaiy, comprehensible figure, so that it meets ua as if alive, 
' ceaent, actual; so that we can seize it, appropriate, retain it, 
he with it as with our equal, — this is a second sort of miracle, 
nd is justly placed beside the first sort, nay perhaps preferred to 
Here a Uving doctrine is pronounced, a docti'ine which can 
cause no argument ; it is not an opinion about what is right and 
wrong ; it is Right and Wrong themselves, and indisputahly." 

This pai-t of the gallery was shorter ; indeed it formed but 
the fourth part of the circuit enclosing the interior court. Yet if 
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For the present," said the Eldest, " I can show yon no- 
'tiung farther : more we do not lay before our pupils, more we do 
not expl&in to them, than what yoa have now gone tbrongh. All 
that is externa!, worldly, universal, we communicate to each from 
youth upwards ; what is more particularly spiritual and conversant 
with the heart, to those only who grow np with some thoughtfol- 
ness of temper ; and the rest, which is opened only once a-year, 
cannot be imparted save to those whom we are sending forth as 
finished. That last Religion which arises from the Reverence 
of what is beneath ua ; that veneration of the contradictory, the 
hated, the avoided, we give each of our pupils, in small portions 
by way of outfit, along with him into the world, merely that he 
may know where more is to be had, should such a waut spring 
up within him. I invite you to return hither at the end of a 
year, to visit our general festival, and see how far your son is ad- 
vanced : then shall you he admitted into the Sanctuary of Sorrow." 

Permit me one question," said Wilhelm : " as yon have set 
op the life of this divine Man for a pattern and example, have 
you likewise selected his sufferings, hia death, as a model of 
exalted patience ?" 

Undoubtedly we have," replied the Eldest. " Of this we 
^tnake no secret : but we draw a veil over those sufferings, even 
iliecause we reverence tbem so highly. We hold it a, danmahle 
audacity to bring forth that torturing Cross, and the Holy One 
■who suffers on it, or to expose them to the light of the sun, which 
hid its face when a reckless world forced such a sight on it ; to 
take these mysterious secrets, in which the divine depth of Sor- 
row lies hid, and play with them, fondle them, trick them out, 
and rest not till the most reverend of all solenanities appears 
Tulgar and paltry. Let so much, for the present, suffice to put 
your mind at peace respecting your son ; and to convince you, 
that on meeting him again, you wiU find him trained, more or 
lesB, in one department or another, but at least in a proper way; 
and, at all events, not wavering, perplexed and unstable." 

Wilhehn still lingered, looldng at the pictures in this entrance- 
iall, and wishing to get explanation of their meaning. " This 
'too," said the Eldest, "we must still owe you for a twelvemonth. 
The instruction, which, in the interim, we give the children, no 
stranger is allowed to witness : then, however, come to us ; and 
you will hear what our best speakers think it Berrieeable to make 
pnbh'c on these matters." 
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Shortly after tliis couTeraation, a knoctbg was lieard at the 
Kttle gate. The Overseer of last night announced himself : lie 
had brought out Wilhelin's horse ; and so onr Mend took leave of | 
the Three ; who, as he Bet out, consigned him to the Overseer with i 
these words : " This man is now numbcreil among the Trusted, 
and thoa cnderstandest what thou hast to tell him in answer to 1 
his questions ; for, doubtless, hs still wishes to he informed on 
much that he has seen and heard while here : purpose and cir- 
cumstance are known to thee." 

Wilhelm had, iu fact, some questions on his mind ; and theaa 1 
he ere long put into words. As they rode along, they were saluted 
hy the children, as on the preceding evening ; but today, though 
rarely, he now and then observed a boy who did not pause in Mb 
work to salute the Overseei", but let hiTn pass unheeded. "Wilhelm 
asked the cause of this, and what such an exception meant. His i 
companion answered : "It is fdl of meaning; for it is the highest I 
punishment which we inflict on our pupUs ; they are declared un- I 
worthy to show reverence, and obliged to exhibit themselves as 
rude and imcultivated natures : hut they do their utmost to get 
free of this situation, and in general adapt themselves with great 
rapidity to any duty. Should a young creature, on the other 
hand, obdurately moke no attempt at return and amendment, he j 
is then sent back to his parents, with a brief but pointed state- I 
ment of his case. Whoever cannot suit himself to the regulations, J 
must leave the district where they are in force." 

Another circumstance excited Wilhehn's curiosity today, 
it had done yesterday : the variety of colour and shape apparent I 
in the dress of the pupils. Hereby no gradation could be in- I 
dicated ; for children who saluted differently, were sometimes | 
clothed alike ; and others agreeing in salutation, differed in ap- 
parel. Wilhelm inquired the reason of this seeming contradiction. 
" It will be explained," said the other, " when I tell yon, that hy 
thia means we endeayonr to find out the children's several cha- 
racters. With all our general strictness and regularity, we allow 
in this point a. certain latitude of choice. Within the limits of J 
oar own stores of cloths and garnitures, the pupils aj-e permitted f 
to select what colour they please ; and so likewise, witliin mode- J 
rate limits, in regard to shape and cut. Their procedure, in these I 
matters, we accurately note ; for by the colom- we discover their | 
turn of thinking ; by the cut, their turn of acting. However, » I 
decisive judgment in this is rendered difficult by one peculiftr ] 



property of liumau nature, by the tondeocy to iimtat9, the in- 
clination to unite witli something. It is verj' seldom that a pupil 
fiincies any dress that has not been already there ; for most part, 
they select something known, something which they see hefore 
their eyes. Yet this also we find worth observing ; by such ex- 
ternal circumstances, they declare themselves of one party or 
another ; they unite with this or that ; aad thus some general 
features of their chai'actera are indicated ; we perceive whither 
each tends, what example he follows. 

" We have had cases where the diapositiona of om* children 

verged to generahty; where one fashion threatened to extend over 

all ; and any deviation from it to dwindle into the state of excep- 

f tion. Such a turn of matters we endeavour softly to stop; we let 

r stores run out ; this and that sort of stuff, this and that sort 

l.of decoration is no longer to he had : we introduce something new 

Isnd attractive ; by bright colours and short smart shape, we allure 

Elbe lively; by grave shadings, by commodious many-folded make, 

Ihe thoughtful ; and thus, by degrees, restore the equilibrium. 

"For to aniform we are altogether disinclined; it conceals 
the character, and, more than any other species of distortion, 
withdraws tho peculiarities of children from the eyo of their 
anperiors." 

Amid this and other coaversatiou,Wilhelm reached the border 
"Of the Province ; and this at the point, where, by the direction 
r»f hia antiquarian friend, ho was to leave it, to pursue his nest 
Bpedal object. 

At parting, it was now settled with the Overseer, that after 
the space of a twelvemonth, Wilhelm should return, when the 
.gnmd Triennial Festival was to be celebrated ; on which occasion 
ftll the parents were iuvited ; and finished pupils were sent forth 
into tho tasks of chanceful life. Then too, so he was informed, 
3 might visit at his pleasure all the other Districts ; where, on 
wnliar principles, each branch of education was communicated 
1 reduced to practice in complete isolation, and with every fur- 
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UersiUa to Wilhelm. 

"My valued, and to speak it plainly, dear friend, you ore wrong; 
i yet, aa acting on your own conviction, not wrong either. So 
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the Xat-brown Maid is found, then; found, seen, spoken to, known 
and acknowledged ! And you tell us fEirther, that it is impossible 
to wish this strange person, in her own way, any happier condi- 
tion ; or, in her present one, to be of any real advantage to her. 

And now you make it a point of conscience not to tell us where 
that wondrous being Utcs. This you may settle with your own 
conscience ; but to us it is unconscionable. You think to calm 
Lenardo by assuring him that she is weU. He had said, almost 
promised, that he would content himself with this : but what will 
not the passionate promise for others and themselves ! Enow then 
that the matter is not in the least concluded as it yet stands. She 
is happy, you tell us, happy by her own activity and merit : but 
the youth would like to learn the How, the When and the Where; 
and, what is worse than this, his sisters too would like to learn. 
Half a year is gone since your departure ; till the end of another 
half year we cannot hope to see you. Could not you, like a shrewd 
and knowing man, contrive to play your eternal Rouge-et-Noir in 
our neighbourhood ? I have seen people that could make the 
Knight skip over all the chess-board without ever lighting twice 
on one spot. You should learn this feat ; your friends would not 
have to want you so long. 

But, to set my good- will to you in the clearest light, I now tell 
you in confidence, that there are two most enchanting creatures 
on the road ; whence I say not, nor whither ; described they can- 
not be,, and no eulogy will do them justice. A younger and an 
elder lady, between whom it always grieves one to make choice ; 
the former so lovely, that all must wish to be loved by her ; the 
latter so attractive, that you must wish to live beside her, though 
she did not love you. I could like, with all my heart, to see you 
hemmed in, for three days, between these two Splendours; on 
the morning of the fourth, jour rigorous vow would stand you in 
excellent stead. 

By way of foretaste, I send you a story, which in some degree 
refers to them ; what of it is true or fictitious, you can try to learn 
from themselves. 

THE MAN OF FIFTY. 

The Major came riding into the court of the mansion ; and 
Hilaria, his niece, was already standing without to receive him, at 
the bottom of the stairs which led up to the apartments. Scarcely 
could he recognise her, for she had grown both in stature and 



Iteauty. She flew to meet l»m ; he pressed her to Lis breast with 
■the feeling of a father. 

To the Baroness, his sister, he was likewise welcome ; and as 
HUaria hastily retired to prepare hreakfast, the Major said, with a, 
joyfiil air : " For this time I can come to the point at once, and 
say that our business is finished. Our brother, the Chief Marshal, 
has at last convinced himself that he can neither manage larmers 
nor stewards. In his lifetime he makes over the estates to us and 
onr children ; the annuity he bargains for is high, indeed ; but we 
can still pay it : we gain something for the present, and for the 
fnture all. This new an-angement is to be completed forthwith. 
And as I very soon expect my discharge, I can again look forwai'd 
to an active life, which may secure decided advantages to us and 
ours. "We shall calmly see our children growing up beside ub ; 
.and it will depend on us, on them, to hasten theur union." 

" All this were well," said the Baroness, " had not I a secret 
inform thee of, which I myself discovered fii-et. Hil aria's heart 
longer free : on her side thy son has little or nothing to 
for." 

'What sayest thou?" cried the Major, "Is it possible? 
le we have been taking all pains to settle economical con- 
leirns, does inclination play us such a trick ? Tell me, love, quick 
ill me, who is it that has fettered Hilaria's heart ? Or is it then 
had as this ? Is it not, perhaps, some transient impression we 
lay hope to eSace again ?" 

" Thou must think and guess a little first," replied the Baron- 

I, and thereby heightened his impatience. It had mounted to 

le utmost pitch, when the entrance of Hilaria, with the servants 

bringing in hreakfast, put a negative on any quick solution of the 

riddle. 

The Major himself thought he saw the fair girl with other eyes 
than a little while before. He almost felt as if jealous of the 
happy man, whose image had been able to imprint itself on a 
Boal so lovely. The breakfast he could not relish ; and he noticed 
it that all was ordered as he liked to have it, and as he had 
to wisli and require it. 
In this silence and stagnation, Hilaria herself almost lost her 
liveliness. The mother felt embarrassed, and led her daughter to 
the harpsichord : but Hilaria's sprightly and expressive playing 
scarcely extorted any approbation from the Major. He wished 
"le breakfast and the lovely girl fairly out of the way; and the 
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Baroness was at last obligetl to resolve on breoloDg up, and pro- 
posed to her brother a walk in the garden. 

No sooner were they by themselves, than the Major pressingly 
repeated his question; to which, after a panse, his sister answered, 
smiling : "If thou wouldst find the happy man whom she loves, J 
thou hast not far to go, he is quite at hand ; she loves thee P' 

The Major stopped in astonishment, then cried : "It were a'| 
most unseasonable jest to trick mo into such a thought, which, ii 
tme, would make me so embarrassed and unhappy. For though J 
I need time to recover from my amaaement, I see at one glanoel 
how grievously our circumstances would be disturbed by e 
looked-for an incident. The only thing that comforts me is my 
persuasion that attachments of this sort aro apparent merely ; 
that a self-deception lurks behind them, and ^at a good true 
soul will undoubtedly return from such mistakes, either by its o 
strength, or at least by a little help from judicious friends." 

" I am not of that opinion," said the Baroness ; " hy all tlia] 
symptoms, Hilaria's present feehng is a very seriona one." 

•'A thing so unnatural I should not have expected from e 
natural a character," replied the Major. 

" 80 unnatural it is not, after all," said his sister. " I my'-l 
self recollect having, in my o^m youth, an attachment to a 1 
still oldei' than thou. Thou art fifty; not so very great an ag&.l 
for a German, if perhaps other livelier nations do fiiil sooner," 

" But how dost thou support thy conjecture ?" said the Major 

" It is no conjecture, it is certainty. The details thoa sbalfij 
learn by and by." 

Hilaria joined them ; and the Major felt himself, against Iiisl 
will, a second time altered. Her presence seemed to him ! "~ 
dearer and more precious than before ; her manner more afiec-3 
tionate and tender ; already he began to put some faith in hisfl 
sister's statement. The feeling was highly delightful, though Ii 
neither would permit nor confess this to his mind. Hilaria n^s,l 
in truth, peculiarly interesting; her manner blended in closest] 
union a soft shyness as towards a lover, and a trustful JmnknefiS ' 
as towards an uncle ; for she really, and with her whole sonit 
loved him. The garden lay in all the pomp of spring; and Iha J 
Major, who saw so many old trees again putting on their vesture, J 
might also believe in the returning of his own spring. And who I 
would not have been tempted to it, at the side of this most loreljj 
maiden? 
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So passed the day with them ; the Tarions household epochs 
■treie gone through in high cheeifulneHs : in the evening, after 
ipper, Hilaria retnrned to her harpsichord ; the Major Uatened 
^th other ears than in the morning ; one melody wiuded into an- 
other ; one song produced a second ; and scarcely could midnight 
separate the little party. 

On retiring to hia room, the Major fonnd everything arranged 
to suit his old habitual conveniences : some copperplates, even, 
which he liked to look at, had been shifted from other apart- 
ments ; and his eyes being at last opened, he saw himself at- 
_tended to and flattered in the most minute particulars. 
A few hoars' sleep sufficed on this occasion : ' " 
(pints aroused him early. But now he soon found ( 
ftseiTe, that a now order of tilings carries many h 
|3ong with it. His old groom, who also discharged the fanctions 
"ff lackey and valet, he had not once reproved during many years ; 
' r all went its usual course in tho most rigid order ; the horses 
were dressed, and the clothes brushed, at the proper momeDt; 
but today the master had risen earlier, and nothing suited as it 
used to do. 

Erelong a new circumstance combined with this to ruffle Lim 
gtill farther. At other times all had been right, as Lis servant 
had prepared it for him ; now, however, on advancing to the glass, 
* e found himself not at all as he wished to bo. Some gray hairs 
' I not deny ; and of wriukles also there appears to have 
1 a trace or two. He wiped and powdered more than usual ; 
s iajn at last to let matters stand as they could. Then, it 
coed, there were still creases in his coat, and still dust on his 
The old groom knew not what to make of tjiis, and was 
J to BOO so altered a master before him. 
In Bpite of all these hindi'ances, the Major got down to the 
rdea in good time. Hilai-ia, whom he hoped to find there, he 
rtiiolly found. She brought him a nosegay, and he had not tho 
3 kiss her as usual, and press her to his breaat. He felt 
f in the most delightfal embarrassment, and yielded to hia 
^, without reflecting whither they might carry him. 
I Baroness soon joined them, and directing her brother 
i B note which had just been brought her by a special mes- 
mger, she cried : " Thou wilt not guess whom this annonnceB to 
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Tell us at once, then," said the Major ; and it now appeared 
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that an old theatrical friend was travelling hy a road not far off, i 
and pnrpoaiiig to call for a moment. " I am anxious to see him 1 
again," said the Major : " he is no chicken now ; and I hear ha J 
still plays young parts." 

"He must be ten years older than thou," replied the Bar- I 

" He must," said the Major, " from all that I remember." 

They had not waited long, when a hrely, handsome, courteous 
man atept forward to them. Yet the friends soon recognised 
each other ; and recollections of all sorts enhvened the conversa- 
tion. They proceeded to questions, to answers, to narrativeB; 
they mutuaUy made known their present situations, and in a short 
time felt as if they had never been separated. 

Secret history informs ns that this person had, in former 
days, being then a very elegant and graceful youth, had the good 
or bad fortune to attract the favour of a lady of rank ; that by 
this means he had come into perplexity and danger ; out of which 
the Major, at the very moment when the saddest fate seemed 
impending, had happily delivered him. From that hour be con- 
tinued grateful, to the brother aa well as to the sister ; for it was 
she that, by timeful warning, had originated their precautions. 

For a while before dinner, the men were left alone. Not 
nithoat surprise, nay, in some measure, with amazement, had tha 
Major viewed as a whole, and in detail, tho exterior condition gf 
his old friend. He seemed not in the smallest altered : and it 
was not to be wondered at that he could still appear on the stago 
as an actor of youthful parts. " Thou inspectest me more strio^y 
than is fair," said ho at last to the Major: "I fear thou findest 
the difference between this and bygone times but too great." 

"Not at' all," replied the Major: " on the contrary, it fills 
me with astonishment to find thy look fresher and younger than 
mine ; though I know thou wert a firmset man at tba time vrhea 
I, with the boldness of a callow desperado, stood by thea in cer- 
tain straits." 

"It is thy own fault," rephed the other; "it is the fault of 
all like thee ; and though you are not to be loudly censured for it, 
you are still to be blamed. You think only of the needful ; you 
wish to be, not to seem. This ia very well, so long as one is any- 
thing. But when, at last. Being comes to recommend itself by 
Seeming, and this Seeming is found to be even more tranBient- 
than the Being, then every one of you discovers that he would not 
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" Thou art right," replied the Major, and could scarcely sup- 

a a sigh. 

"Perhaps not altogether right," said the aged youth; 



though in my trade it v 



e if one did not try to 
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parget-up the outward man as long as possihle, you people need to 
think of other things, which are more important and profitable." 

"Yet there are occaaiona," said the Major, "when a man 
lels freah internally, and could wish, with all his heart, that he 
rere freah externally too." 

Ab the stranger could not have the slightest suspicion of the 
Major's real state of mind, he took these words in a soldierly 
eense ; and copiously explained how much depended on externals 
in the art military, and how the officer, who had so much atten- 
tion to bestow on dress, might apply a little also to skin and hair. 

"For example," continued he, "it is indnbitahle that your 
temples are already gray, that wrinkles are here and there gather- 
ing together, and that your crown threatens to grow bald. Now 
look at me, old fellow as I am ! See how I have held out ! And 
all this without witchcraft ; and with fai' less pains and care than 
others take, day after day, in spoUing, or at least wearying them- 
selveB." 

The Major found this accidental conversation too precious an 
to think of ending it soon ; hut he went to work softly, and 
ith precaution towards even an old acquaintance. " This oppor- 
ionity, alas, I have lost," cried he; "arid it is past recalling 
lOw : I must even content myscK as I am, and you will not think 
worse of me on that account." 

" Lost it is not," said the other, " were not you grave gen- 
tlemen so stiff and stubborn ; did you not directly call one vain, 
if he thinks about his person, and cast away from you the happi- 
ness of being in pleasant company, and pleasing there yourselves." 

"If it is not magic," smiled the Major, "that you people 
use for keeping yourselves young, it is at all events a secret ; or 
ftt least you have arcana, such as one often sees bepraised in 
newspapers, and from these you pick out the best." 

" Joke or earnest," said the other, '■ thou hast spoken truth. 
Among the many things that have been tried for giving some re- 
pair to the exterior, which often fails far sooner than the interior, 
fact, certain invaluable recipes, suuple as well as 
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compound ; which, as impaxted to me by brethren of the craft, 
purchased for ready money, or hit upon by chance, I have proved 
and found eflfectual. By these I now hold fast and persevere, yet 
without abandoning my farther researches. So much I may tell 
thee, and without exaggeration : A dressing-box I carry witii me 
beyond all price ! A box, whose influences I could like to try on 
thee, if we chanced any time to be a fortnight together." 

The thought that such a thing was possible, and that this 
possibility was held out to him so accidentally at the very moment 
of need, enlivened the spirit of the Major to such a degree, that 
he actually appeared much fresher and brisker already : at table, 
excited by the hope of bringing head and face into harmony with 
his heart, and by eagerness to get acquainted with the methods 
of doing so, he was quite another man ; he met Hilaria's graceful 
attentions with alacrity of soul, and even looked at her with a cer- 
tain, confidence, which in the morning he was far from feeling. 

Kthe dramatic stranger had contrived, by many recollections, 
stories and happy hits, to keep up the cheerful humour once ex- 
cited, he so much the more alarmed the Major, on signifying, 
when the cloth was removed, that he must now think of setting 
forth and continuing his journey. By every scheme in his power, 
the Major strove to facilitate his friend's stay, at least for the 
night ; he pressingly engaged to have horses and relays in readi- 
ness next morning ; in a word, the healing toilette was absolutely 
not to get out of the premises, till once he had obtained more 
light on its contents and use. 

The Major saw very well that here no time must be lost: 
he accordingly endeavoured, soon after dinner, to take his old 
favourite aside, and speak with him in private. Not having the 
heart to proceed directly to the point, he steered towards it afar 
off; and, taking up the former conversation, signified: That he, 
for his part, would willingly bestow more care on his exterior, 
were it not that people, the moment they observed a man making 
such an attempt, marked him down for vain ; and so deducted 
from him in regard to moral esteem, what they felt obliged to 
yield him in regard to sensible. 

" Do not vex me with such phrases !" said his friend : " these 
are words to which society has got accustomed, without attaching 
any meaning to them ; or if we take it up more strictly, by which 
it indicates its unfriendly and spiteful nature. If thou consider it 
rightly, what, after all, is this same vanity they make so much 
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lo about ? Every man Bhonld fuel eome pleasme in Iiimaelf, and 
he who feelB it. Bat if he does feel it, how can ho help 
[letting others notice ii ? How shall he hide, in the midst of life, 
.'Ihat it gives him joy to be Dlive ? If good society, and I mean 
thia exclusively here, only blamed such indications when they 
became too violent ; when the joy of one man over his existence 
hindered others to have joy and to show it over theirs, it were 
good and well ; and from this excess the censui'e has, in fact, ori- 
ginally sprung. But what are we to make of that strange, prim, 
almegating rigour against a thing which cannot be avoided ? Why 
should not a display of feeling on the part of others be considered 
innocent and tolerable, which, more or less, we from time to time 
allow ourselves ? For it is tho pleasure one has in himself, the 
desire to communicate this consciousness of his to othei's, that 
makes a man agreeable ; the feeling of his own grace that mates 
bim graceful. Would to Heaven ail men were vain ! that is, were 
vain with clear perception, with moderation and in a proper sense ; 
we Bhould then, in the cultivated world, have happy times of it. 
jjWomen, it is told us, are vain from tho very cradle ; yet does it 

it become them, do they not please us tho more? How can a 
joath form himself, if he is not vain ? An empty, hollow nature, 
will, by this means, at least contrive to give itself an ontward 
show ; and a proper man will soon train himself from the outside 
inwards. ■ As to my own share, I have reason to consider myself 
in this point a most happy man ; for my ti'ade justifies me in 
being vain ; and tie vainer I am, the more satisfaction I give. I 
am praised when others ilto blamed ; and have still, in this very 
way, the happiness and the right to gratify and charm the public 
at an age when others are constrained to retire from the scene, or 
linger on it only with disgrace." 

The Major heard with no great joy the issue of these refiec- 
tioits. The little word vanity, as he pronounced it, had been 
meant to serve as a transition, for enabling him to introduce with 
some propriety the statement of bis own wish. But now ho was 
afraid, if their dialogue proceeded thus, be should he led still 
fiuther from his aim ; so he hastened to the point directly. 

"For my own part," said he, " I should by no means disincline 
to enlist under thy flag, since thou still boldest it to ho in time, 
and thinkeat I might yet in some degree make up for what is lost. 
Impart to me somewhat of thy tinctures, iwmades and balsanu ; 
and I will make a trial of them." 



"Imparting," said the other, "is a liardtr task tlian yon 
suppose. Here, for example, it were still to sniall purpoBe that I 
poured thee out some liquors from my phials, and left the half of 
the beat ingredients in my toilette : the appliance is the hardest. 
You caimot, on the instant, appropriate what ia given yon : how 
this and that suit together, under what circumstances, in what 
sequence things ore to be nsed ; all this requires practice and 
study ; nay study and practice themselves will aearcely profit, if 
one bring not to the business a natural genius for it." 

" Thou art now, it eeems, for drawing back," said the Major. 
" Thon raisest difficultiea when I would have thy truly somewhat 
fabulous assertions rendei'ed certain. Thon hast no mind to let 
me try thy words by the test of action." 

" By such banterings, my friend," replied the other, '* thon- 
wouldat not prevail on me to gratify thy wish ; if it were not that 
I entertain such affection for thee, and indeed first made the pro- 
posal myself. Besides, if we consider it, man has quite a pecnlior 
pleasure in making Proselytes ; in bi-inging what he values m him- 
self into view also without himself on others ; causing others to 
enjoy what he enjoys ; finding in others his own likeness, repre- 
sented and reflected back to him. In sooth, if this is selfishness, 
it is of the most laudable and lovable sort, that selfishness whicli 
has made us men and keeps us so. From this universal feeling, 
then, apart from my friendship to thee, I shall be happy in having 
such a scholai' in the great yonth-renewing art. But, as from s 
master it may be expected that he shall produce no botcher by 
his training, I confess myself a little at a loss how to set aboat 
it. I told thee already that neither recipes nor instmctioos would 
avail ; the practice cannot be taught by universal rules. For thy 
sake, and from the wish to propagate my doctrine, I am ready to 
make any sacrifice. The greatest in my power for the present 
moment I will now propose to thee. I shall leave my servant 
here ; a sort of waiting-man and conjuror, who, if he does not 
understand preparing everything, if he has not yet been initiated 
into all the mysteries, can apply my preparations perfectly ; and 
in the first stage of the attempt will he of great use to thee, tiE 
once thou have worked thy way so far into the art, that I may 
reveal to thee the higher secrets also." 

"How! "cried the Major; " thou hast stages and degrees in thy 
art of making yoimg? Thou hast secrets even for the initiated?" 

"No doubt of it!" replied th" other. "That were but a aony 
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l,art wliicli conld be comprehended all at once ; the last point of 
r whicli could be seen by one jnst entering its precincts." 

"Without loss of time, the waiting-man was formally consigned 
to the Major, who engaged to treat him handsomely. The Baroness 
was called on for drawers, boxes, glasses, to what purpose she 
^ knew not : the partition of the toilette store went forward ; the 
I friends kept together in a gay and sprightly mood till after night- 
I foil. At moomise, some time later, the gneat took his leave, pro- 
I mising ere long to return. 

The Major reached his chamber pretty much fatigued. He 

■ had risen early, had not spared himself throughout the day, and 
ftoow hoped very soon to get to bed. But here instead of one 
JTBervant, he found two. The old groom, in his old way, rapidly 
I undressed him; but now the waiting -man stept forth and sig- 
I nified, that for appliances of a renovating and cosmetic nature, 

the peculiar season was night ; that so their effects, assisted by 
a peaceful sleep, might be stronger and safer. The Major was 
obliged to content himself, and let his head he anointed, his face 

L painted, his eyebrows pencilled, and his Ups tipt with salve. Be- 

I sides all this, there were various ceremonies still required ; nay 

Ithe very nightcap was not to be put on immediately, not till a net, 
even a fine leather cap, had been drawn on next the head. 
TheMajor laid himself in bed with a sort of unpleasant feeling; 

f which, however, he had no time to investigate the nature of, as 
B very soon fell asleep. But if we might speak with his spirit, 
we should say he felt himself a little mummy-like, somewhat be- 
tween a sick man and a man embalmed. Yet the sweet image 

I of Hilaria, encircled with the gayest hopes, soon led him into a 

trefreshing sleep. 

I In the morning, at the proper hour, the groom was ready in 

■ bis place. All that pertained to his master's equipment lay in 
wonted order on the chairs ; and the Major was just on the point 
of rising, when the new attendant entered, and strongly protested 
against any such precipitation. He must rest, he must wait, if 
their enterprise was to prosper, if they were to be rewarded for 
their pains and labour. The Major now learned that he had to 
rise hy and by, to take a slight breakfast, and then go into a bath, 
which was already prepai'ed for him. The regulations wore in- 
flexible; they required a strict observance; and some hours passed 
Away under these occupations. 

The Major abridged the resting-time after his bath, and thought 
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to get his clothes about hira ; for he was by nature expeditioue, 
and at present he longed to see Hilaria : but in this poist also 
Us new servant thwarted him ; and Bignified, that in all cases he 
must drop the thoaght of being in a hnrry. Whatever he did, it 
appeared, must he done leisurely and pleasurably ; but the time 
of di'easing was especially to he considered as a cheerfol hour foe 
conversation with oneself. 

The valet's manner of proceeding completely agreed with his 
woi'da. But, in return, the Major, when, on stepping forward 
to the glass, he saw himself tiimmed out in the neatest EashioOf 
really thought that he was better di-eased than formerly. Withotrt 
many words, the conjuror had changed the very imiform into a 
newer cut, having spent the night in working at it. An apparently 
so quick rejuvenescence put the Major in his liveliest mood ; eo 
that he felt himself as if renovated both without aud within, and 
hastened with impatient longing to his Mends. 

He fomid his sister engaged in looking at the pedigree, which ■ 
she had caused to be hnng up ; the conversation last night having- 
turned on some collateral relations, immarried persons, or rea- 
dent in foreign countries, or entirely gone out of sight, from all 
of whom the Baroness and her brother had more or less hope of 
heritages for themselves or their families. They conversed a while 
on these matters, without mentioning the circumstance that all 
their economical cares and exertions had hitherto been solely 
directed to their children. By Hilaria's attachment the whote 
of this prospect had altered ; yet neither the Major nor his sisteir, 
could summon courage to mention it farther, at this moment. 

The Baroness left the room ; the Major was standing alone 
before this laconic history of his family ; Hilaria stept in to him ; 
she leant herself on him in a kind child-like way, looked at the 
parchment, and asked him whom of all these he had known, and 
who of them were still left and living. 

The Major began his delineation with the oldest, of whcHn 
any dim recollection remained with him from childhood. Then 
he proceeded farther ; painted the characters of several fathers, 
the likeness or unlikeuess of their children to them ; remarked 
that the grandfather often reappeared in the grandson ; spoke, 
by the way, of the influence of certain women, wedded out rtf 
stmnger families, and sometimes changing the character of whole 
branches. He eulogised the virtue of many an ancestor and rela- 
the, nor did he hide their failings. Such as had brought shame 
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1 tlieir lineage he passed in silence. At length hs reached the 
rest lines. Here stood his brother, the Chief-Marfihal, him- 
if, and his sister, and beneath him his son, vdih Hilaria at his 

These two look each other straight enongh in the faoe," 
fifud the Major ; not adding \eliat he thought of the matter in hia 
lieait. 

After a pause Hilaria answered, in a meek smaM tone, and 
almoat with a aigh: "Yet those, surely, ai'e not to blame who 
look upwards." At the same time she looked up to him with a 
pair of eyes, out of which her whole love was speaking. 

"Do I understand thee rightly?" said the Major, turning 
TOmid to her. 

"I can say nothing," answered she, with a amile, "which 
do not know already." 

" Thou makest me the happiest man under the sun," cried 
and fell at her feet. ' ' Wilt thou be mine ?" 

For Heaven's aako rise ! I am thine forever." 
The Baroness entered. Though not surprised, she rather 
hesitated. " If it be wrong, sister," said the Major, " the bkme 
is thine : if it bo right, we will thank thee forever." 

The Baroness from youth upwards had so loved her brother, 
that she preferred him to all men ; and perhaps Hilaria's attach- 
ment itself had, if not arisen h'om this sisterly partiaUty, at least 
len cherished by it. All three now united in one love, in one 
ight ; and thus the happiest hours flew over them. Yet at 
it their eyes reopened to the world around them liliewiBe ; and 
ibis rarely stands in unison with such emotions. 

They now again bethought them of the son. For him Hilaria 
liad been destined ; this he himself well know. Directly after 
the business with the Chief-Marshal, the Major had 
lointed his sod to expect him in the garrison, that they might 
ittle everything together, and conduct these purpoaos to a happy 
But now, by an unexpected occurrence, the whole state 
of matters had been thrown out of joint ; the circumstances which 
before plied into one another so kindly, now seemed to be assum- 
ing a hostile aspect ; and it was not easy to foresee what turn the 
~ " would take, what temper would seize the individuals eon- 
d in it. 
Meanwhile the Major was obliged to resolve on visiting hia 
I, to whom ho had already announced himself. Not without 
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reluctance, not without singular forecastings, not without pain 
at even for a short time leaving Hilaria, he at last, after much 
lingering, took the road ; and leaving groom and horses behind 
him, proceeded with his cosmetic valet, who had now become an 
indispensable appendage, towards the town where his son resided. 

Both saluted and embraced each other cordially, after so long 
a separation. They had much to communicate ; yet they did not 
just commence with what lay nearest their hearts. The son went 
into copious talk about his hopes of speedy advancement; in 
return for which, the father gave him precise accounts of what 
had been discussed and determined between the elder members of 
the family, both in regard to fortune in general, to the individual 
estates, and everything pertaining to them. 

The conversation was in some degree beginning to flag, when 
the son took heart, and said to his father, with a smUe : "You 
treat me very tenderly, dear father, and I thank you for it. You 
tell me of properties and fortune, and mention not the terms 
under which, at least in part, they are to be mine : you keep 
back the name of Hilaria ; you expect that I should bring it forth, 
that I should express my desire to be speedily united with that 
amiable maiden.'* 

At these words the Major felt himself in great perplexity; but 
as, partly by nature, partly by old habit, it was his way to collect 
the purpose of the man he had to treat with before stating his 
own, he now said nothing, and looked at the son with an ambi- 
guous smile. " You will not guess, father, what I have to say," 
continued the Lieutenant ; "I will speak it out briefly, and once 
for all. I can depend on your afiection, which, amid such mani- 
fold care for me, has doubtless an eye to jny true happiness as 
well as my fortune. Some time or other it must be said ; be it 
said then even now ; Hilaria cannot make me happy ! I think of 
Hilaria as of a lovely relative, towards whom I would live all my 
days with the friendliest feelings ; but another has awakened my 
affection, another has bound my heart. The attachment is irre- 
sistible ; you will not make me miserable.'* 

Not without effort did the Major conceal the cheerfulness 
which was rising over his face ; and in a tone of mild seriousness 
inquire of the son : "Who the person was that had so entirely 
subdued him? — "You must see her yourself, father," said the 
other; "for she can as little be described as comprehended. I 
have but one fear, — ^that you yourself will be led away by her. 
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"like every one that approaches her. By Heaven, it will be so ; 
and I shall see you the rival of your son !" 

'But who is she, then?" inquii'ed the Major. "If it is not 
in thy power to deliaeate her personal characteristics, tell me at 
least of her outward circumstances ; these at least may he de- 
^scribed." 

Well, then, father," replied the son : " and yet these out- 
ward circumstances too would be different in a different person, 
'would act otherwise on another. She is a young widow, heireaa 
of an old rich man lately deceased ; independent, and well merit- 
ing to be so ; acquainted with many, loved by just as many, 
courted by just aa many ; yet, if I mistake not very greatly, in 
her heart wholly mine," 

With joyful vivacity, aa the father kept silence, and gave no 
aga of disapproval, the son proceeded to describe the conduct of 
the fair widow towards bim ; told of her all-conquering grace ; 
recounted one by one her tender expressions of favour ; in which 
the father truly could see nothing but the light friendliness of a 
nmyersally-courted woman, who among so many may indeed pre- 
fer some one, yet without on that account entirely deciding for 
him. Under any other circumatances he would doubtless have 
endeavoured to warn a son, nay even a friend, of the self-decep- 
tion which might probably enough be at work here : but in the 
present case he himself was so aasions for his son's being right, 
for the fair widow's really loving him, and as soon as possible 
deciding in his favour, that he either felt no scruple of this sort, 
or banished any such from his mind, perhaps even only con- 
ieealed it. 

Thou placest me in great perplexity," began the father, 

ier aome pause. " The whole arrangement between the sur- 
'Tiving members of our family depends on the understanding that 
thou wed Hilaria. If she wed a stranger, the whole fair, careful 
combination of a fine fortune falls to the ground again, and thou 
thyself are not too well provided for. There is certainly another 
way still, but one which sounds rather strange, and by which thon 
wouldst gain very little : I, in my old days, might wed Hilaria ; 
a plan which could hardly give thee any very high satiaiaction." 
■'The highest in the world!" exclaimed the Lieutenant; "for 
can feel a true attachment, who can enjoy or anticipate the 

ippinesa of iove, without wishing every friend, every one whom 
values, the like supreme fehcity ! You are not old, father ; and 
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how lovely is Hilaria ! Ereu the transient thought of offering her I 
your hand bespeakB a jouthM heart, an uninipaired spirit. Let I 
na take up this thonght, this project, on the spot, and consider I 
and investigate it thoroughly. My own happiness would be com- I 
plete, if I knew you happy : I could then rejoice in good eamoBt, I 
that the care you had bestowed on my destiny wag repaid on your I 
own by so fair and high a recompense, I con now with confidence I 
and frankness, and true openness of heart, conduct you to my fair I 
one. You will approve of my feelings, since yon yourself feel : I 
you wiU not impede the happiness of your son, since you are ad- I 
vancing to yonr own happiness." 1 

With these, and other importunate words, the Lieutenant 
repressed many a scrapie which his father was for introducing ; 
left him no time to calculate, but hurried off with him to the fair 
widow : whom they found in a commodious and splendid house, 
with a select rather than numerous party, all engaged in cheerful 
conversation. She was one of those female souls whom no man 
can escape. With incredible address she contrived to make omr 
Major the hero of this evening. The rest of the party seemed to J 
be her family; theMajor alone washer guest. His eircumataneea J 
she already knew very well ; yet she had the skill to ask about ■ 
- them, as if she were wishing, now at last, to get right infanns- ■ 
tion on the subject from himself; and so, liliewise. every indi-9 
vidual of the company was made to show some interest in thel 
stranger. One must have known his brother, a second his e3tat«s, ■ 
a third something else concerned with him ; so that the Major, is I 
the midst of a lively conversation, stiU felt himself to he the I 
centre. Moreover, he was sitting next the fair one; her eyesj 
were on him, her smile was directed to him ; hi a word, he feltfl 
himself so comfortable, that he almost forgot the cause which bad] 
brought him. She herself scarcely ever mentioned his son, thong^fl 
the young man took a keen share in the conversation : it seemed fl 
as if in her eyes, he, like all the rest, was present only on his I 
father's account. I 

The guests strolled up and down the rooms, aud gronpedl 
themselves into accidental knots. The Lieutenant stejit ap tofl 
his fair one, and asked : " \Vhat say you to my father?" I 

With a amile she replied; " Mothinks you might well takal 
him as a pattern. Do but look how neatly he is dressed I Iffl 
his manner and bearing are not better than his gentle son's I" 1 
And thns she continued to cry np aud praise the father at thai 






by this means, a very mised feeling 
of contentment antl jealousy in the young man's heart. 

Ere long the Lieutenant came in contact with his father, and 
xecounted all this to him. It made tho Major's mamier to hin fair 
hostess so much the more friendly ; and she, on her side, began 
to treat him on a more lively and trustful footing. In short, we 
may say that, when the company broke up, the Major, as well aa 
the rest, already belonged to her, and to her circle. 

A heavy rain prevented the guests from returning home as 
they had come. Some coaches drove up, into which the walkers 
. srranged themselves ; only the Lieutenant, under the pretest that 
the carriage was already too crowded, let his father drive away, 
',aad stayed behind. 

The Major, on entering his apartment, felt actually confused 
Uid giddy in mind ; uucertain of himself; as is the case with us, 
on passing rapidly from one state to the opposite. The land still 
seems in motion to a man who steps from shipboard ; and the 
light still quivers in the eye of him who comes at once into dark- 
ness. So did the Major still feel himself encircled with the pre- 
sence of that fail' being. He wished still to see, to bear her, again 
to see, again to bear her ; and after some consideration he forgave 
.ibts son; nay he thought him happy that he might pretend to the 
.appropriation of such loveliness. 

From these feelings he was roused by the Lieutenant, who, 

■with lively expressions of rapture, rushed into the room ; embraced 

hia father, and exclaimed : "lam the happiest man in the world!" 

After several more of such preliminary phrases, the two at lost 

came to an explanation. The father remarked, that the fair lady 

Bonversing with him had not mentioned the son, or hinted at 

bim by a'single syllable. — " That is just her soft, silent, half- 

icealing, half-discovering way ; by which you become certain of 

wishes, and yet can never altogether get rid of doubt. So 

she wont to treat me hitherto ; but your presence, father, has 
done wonders. I confess it, I stayed behind, that I might see 
her one moment longer. I found her walking to and fro in hej.- 
still shining rooms : for I know it is her custom, when the com- 
pany is gone, no hgbt must be extinguished. She walks alone up 
ftud down in her magic halls, when the spirits ore dismissed which 
she had summoned thither. She accepted the pretext, under 
cover of which I came back. She spoke with kind grace, though 
of indifferent matters. We walked to and fro through the open 
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doors, aloiig tlie whole snite of chambers. We had wandered 1 
aeveml tuues to the end, into the little cabinet, which is lighted 
only by a dim lamp. If she was beautiful while moving under the 
blaze of the lustres, ehe was Infinitely more so when illuminated 
by the soft gleam of the lamp. We had again reached the cabinet ; 
and, in turning, we jiaused for an instant. I know not what it 
wa3 that forced this audacity ou me ; I know not how I could ven- 
ture, in the raidat of the most ordinary conversation, all at once 
to Beize her hand, to kiss that soft hand, and to press it to my 
heart. It was not drawn away. ' Heavenly creature !' cried I, 
' conceal thyself no longer fi'am me. If in this fair heart dwella 
favour for the happy man who stands before thee, disclose it, 
confess it ! The preeent is the best, the highest time. Banish 
me, or take me to thy arms !' 

"I know not what all I said, what I looked and expressed. 
She withdrew not, she resisted not, she answered not. I ven- 
tured to clasp her in my arms, to ask her if she would be mine. 
I kissed her with rapture ; she pushed me away : ' WeU, yes, 
then ; yea I' or some such words, said she, in a faint tone, as ifi 
embarrassed. I retii'ed, and cried, ' I will send my father ; hs 
shall speak for me.' ' Not a word to him of this !' rephed sbe, 
following me some steps. ' Go away ; forget what has happened.' " 

What the Major thought, we shall not attempt to unfold. He 
said, however, to his son : "What is to be done now, thinkest 
thou ? To my mind, the affair is, by accident, so well introduced, 
that we may now go to work a little more formally ; that per- 
haps it were well if I called there tomorrow, and proposed in thy 
name." 

"For Heaven's sake, no, father!" cried the soa:_''it wonld 
spoil the whole business. That look, that tone, must be dis- 
turbed and deranged by no formality. It is enough, father, thftt 
youi presence accelerates this union, without yoor uttering a worA 
on the subject. Yes, it is to you that I owe my happiness ! The 
respect which my loved one entertains for you has conquered 6V( 
semple ; and never would your son have found so good a momenif 
had not hia father prepared it for him." 

These and such disclosuses occupied them till far in the night. 
They mutually settled their plans : the Major, simply for form's 
eake, was to make a parting call, and then set out to arrange hia 
marriage with Hilaria; the sou was to forward and acc^erate 
his, as he should find it possible. 






Hersilias Postscript. 

Here I break off, partly because I caa write no niore at pre- 
sent) but partly Eilso to fix a thorn in your heart. Now, answer 
the question for yourself: How strangely irom all that you have 
read, must matters stand with theae ladies at present ! Till now, 
they had no mutual relafion to each other ; they were strangers, 
though each seemed to have the prospect of a marriage which was 
to approximate them. And now we find them in company, but 
by themselves, without male attendance, and wandering over the 
worid. Wliat can have passed, what can be to follow ? You, my 
worthy air, will doubtless get quit of the difficulty, by mournfully 
exolaiming to yourself: "These, also, are Renunciants ! " And 
here you are perfectly right : but Expectants too ? This I durst 
not discover, even if I knew it. 

To show you the way how this amiable pair may be met with 
on your wandering, I adopt a singular expedient. You herewith 
receive a little clipping of a map : when you lay this in its place 
on the full map of the country, the magnetic needle painted here 
■will point with its barb to the spot whither the Desirable are 
moving. This riddle is not so very hard to read : but I could 

I wish that, &om time to time, you would do the like for us, and 
Bend a, little snip of chart over hither ; we should then, in some 
ineasure, understand to what quarter our thoughts were to bo 
directed ; and how glad should we be, if the needle were at last 
attracted by oui-seives. May all good he given you, and all errors 
fcrgiven ! 

It is said of women, that they cannot send away a letter with- 
out tacking postscripts to the end of it. Whatever inferences yon 
mEy draw from the fact, I cannot deny that this is my second 
postscript, and the place, after all, where I am to tell you the 
flower of the whole matter. This aiTow-shaft, on the little patch 
of map, Hilaiia herself was at the pains to draw, and to decorate 
with such dainty plumage : the sharp point, however, was the 
fair Widow's work. Have a care that it do not scratch, or per- 
haps pierce you. Our bargain is, that whenever you meet, be 
this where it may, yon are forthwith to present the small shred 
of paper, and so be the sooner and more heartily admitted into 
tmst. 
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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR. 

That a certain deficiency, perhaps discernible in the parts, cer- 
tainly discernible here and there in the whole, cannot henceforth 
be avoided, we ourselves take courage to forewarn the reader, with- 
out fearing thereby to thwart his enjoyment. In the present task, 
undertaken truly with forethought and good heart, we still meet 
with aU the inconveniences which have delayed the publication of 
these little volumes for twenty years. This period has altered 
nothing for the better. "We still find ourselves in more than one 
way impeded ; at this or that place, threatened with one obstruc- 
tion or another. For we have to solve the uncertain problem of 
selecting from those most multifarious papers, what is worthiest 
and most important, so that it be grateful to thinking and culti- 
vated minds, and refresh and forward them in many a province of 
life. Now here are the Journals, more or less complete, lying 
before us ; sometimes communicable without scruple ; sometimes, 
again, by reason of their unimportant, and likewise of their too 
important contents, seemingly unfit for insertion. 

There are not even wanting sections devoted to the actual 
world ; on statistic, technical and other practical external subjects. 
To cut these off as incongruous, we do not determine without re- 
luctance ; as life and inclination, knowledge and passion, strangely 
combining together, go on here in the straitest union. 

Then we come on sketches written with clear views and for 
glorious objects ; but not so consequent and deep-searching, that 
we can fully approve of them, or suppose that, in this new and so 
far advanced time, they could be readable and influential. 

So likewise we fall in with little anecdotes, destitute of con- 
nexion, difficult to arrange under heads; some of thera, when 
closely examined, not altogether unobjectionable. Here and there 
we discover more complete narratives, several of which, though 
already known to the world, nevertheless demand a place here, 
and at the same time require exposition and conclusion. Of poems, 
also, there is no want ; and yet it is not always easy, not always 
possible, to decide where they should be introduced, with best 
regard to the preserving and assisting of their true tone, which is 
but too easily disturbed and overturned. If we are not, therefore, 
as we have too often done in bygone years, again to stop in the 
middle of this business, nothing will remain for us but to impart 
what we possess, to give out what has been preserved. Some 
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Chapters, accordingly, tlio completiou of which might have beeu 
desirable, we now offer in their first hurried form ; that so the 
reader may not only feel the exiatencc of a want here, bat also 
be informed what this want is, and complete in his own uiind 
whatever, partly from the nature of the object, partly from the 
intervening circnmstances, cannot be presented to liim perfectly 
completed in itseii', or fmnished with all its requisite accompani- 
ments. 



L CnAPTEE XIII, 

m The proposed riddle raised some scraples in WUhelm'a mind; 
^et ere long he began to feel a still attraction in the matter, an 
impulse of longing to reach that appointed line, and follow its 
direction ; as, indeed, we are wont to seize with eagerness any 
specific object, that excites onr ima^nation, our active faculties, 
and to wish that we might accomplish it and partake of it. 

A child that, in asking alms of ns, puts into our hand a card 
with fire Lottery Numbers written on it, we do not lightly turn 
away unserved ; and it depends on the moment, eapecially if it be 
shortly before the drawing, whether we shall not, with accident- 
ally stimulated hope, quite against oui- usual custom, stake heavy 
shares upon these very numbers. 

The wanderer now tried on a largo Map the httle fragment 

which had been sent him ; and stood surprised, amazed, affrighted, 

a he saw the needle pointing straight to MigHon'a native place, 

I the bouses where she had lived. Wliat his peculiar feelings 

re, we do not find declared ; but whoever can brmg back to 

mory the end of the Apprenticeship, will in his own heart and 

ttind, without difSenlty, call forth the like. 

The chief cause, however, why we meet with scantier records 

f this excursion than wo could have wished, may probably be 

: that Wilhehn chanced to fall in ^vith a young Uvely com- 

nion of his journey, by means of v?hom it became easy to retain 

r himself and his friends a vivid and strong remembrance of 

."Ujis pious pilgrimage, withoot any aid of writing. Unexpectedly 

he finds himself beside a Painter ; one of that class of persons 

I whom we often see wandering about tlie world, and still oftener 
■goring in itomances and Dramas ; but in this case, an individual 
Uho showed himself at once to be really a distinguished artist. 
Ehe two very soon got acquainted ; mutually communicated their 
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desireB, projects, purposes. And now it appears that this skilMl 
Brtist, who dehghts in painting aquatic landscapes, and can de- I 
corate his pieces with rich, well -imagined, well-execnted additions 
and accompatuments, hits been passionately attracted by Mignon'a 
form, destiny and being. He has often painted her fdready, and 
ia now going forth to copy from nature the scenes where eho J 
passed her early yeai-a ; amid these to represent the dear child,! 
in happy and unhappy circumstances and moments, and thus tol 
make her image, which lives in all tender hearts, present also to 
the sense of the eye. 

The fi'iends soon reach the Lago Maggiore ; Wilhelm endea- 
vours, by degrees, to find out the places indicated, Bm'al palaces, I 
spacious monasteries, ferries and bays, capes and landings, aro I 
visited ; nor are the dwellings of courageous and kind-hearted ' 
fishermen forgotten; or the cheerfully -built villages along the 
shore, or the gay mansions on the neighbooring heights. All 
this the Artist can seize ; to all of it commmiicate, by light and 
colouring, the feeling suitable for each scene ; so that Wilhelm J 
passes his days and his hours in he art -searching emotion. 

In several of the leaves stood Mignon represented on the fore- ! 
ground, as she had looked and lived ; Wilhelm striving, by correctl 
description, to assist the happy imagination of his friend, andi 
reduce these general conceptions within the stricter limits of in-l 
dividuality. 

And thus you might see the Boy-gii'l, set forth in vajionsj 
attitudes and manifold expression. Beneath the lofty portal c 
the splendid Conn try-house, she is standing, thoughtfully con- 
templating the Marble Statues in the Hall, Here she rocks her- 
self, plashing to and fro among the watoi-s, in the fastened boat ; 
there she climbs the mast, and shows herself as a fearless sailor. , 

But, distinguished beyond all the other pictures, ' 
which the Artist, on his journey hither, and prior to his meeting ■ 
with Wilhelm, had comhinefl and painted with all its character-^ 
istic features. In the heai't of the rude Monntaina shines thdj 
gracefnl seeming-boy, encircled with toppling cliffs, beaprayed witii 
cataracts, in the middle of a motley horde. Never, perhapsy;* 
was a grim, precipitous, primeval mountain-pass more beautifullyl 
or expressively relieved with li\'ing figures. The particoloured ,4 
gipsy-looking group, at once rude and fantastic, strange and com-l 
mon, too loose to cause fear, too singular to awaken confidence. I 
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tout beaetg of burden ai-e beaiing along, now over paths made 
F trees, now down by atepa hewn in the rock, a tawdry chaotic 
Bttp of luggage, round which all the instrunients of a deafening 
^ music hang dangling to and fro, to affright the eai' from time to 
time with rude tones. Amid all this, the lovely child, aelf-col- 
leoted without defiance, indignant without resistance, led but not 
dragged. Who would not have looked with pleasure at this sin- 
gular and impressive picture ? Given in strong characters, frowned 
the stern obstruction ofthese rock masses, riven asunder by gloomy 
chasms, towered up together, threatening to hinder all ontgate, 
had not a bold bridge betokened the possibility of again coming 
into union with the rest of the world. Nor had the Artist, with 
his quick feeling of fictitious truth, forgot to indicate the entrance 
of a Cave, which you might equally regard as the natural labora- 
tory of huge crystals, or as the abode of a fabulously frigbtful 
brood of Dragons. 

Not without a holy fear did our friends visit the Marchese's 
palace. The old man was still absent on his travels ; but in this 

Harcle also, the two wanderers, knowing well how to apply and 
jonduct themselves both towards spiritual and temporal autho- 
Hies, were kindly received and entertained. 
' The absence of the owner also was to Wilhelm very pleasant ; 
or although he could have wished to see the worthy gentleman, and 
would have heartOy saluted him, be felt airaid of the Marchese's 
thankful generosity, and of any forced recompense of that true 
loving conduct, for which he had already obtained the fairest reward. 
And thus our friends went floating in gay boats from shore 
to shore, cruising the Lake in eveiy direction. It was the fairest 
Beaaon of the year ; and they missed neither sunrise nor sunset, 
nor any of the thousand shadings which the heavenly light first 
bounteously dispenses over its own firmament, and from thence 
over lake and land ; not appearing itself in its perfect glory, till 
imaged back from the waters. 

A luxuriant vegetable world, planted by Nature, watched over 
and forwarded by Art, on every side surrounded them. The first 
chestnut forests they had already greeted with welcome ; and now 
they could not restrain a mournful smile, as, lying onder the 
ebsde of cypresses, they saw the laurel mounting up ; the pome- 
gntnatefl reddening ; orange and lemon trees unfolding themselves 
in blossoms, and fruit at the same time glomng forth from the 
leafy gloom. 
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Tbrougli means of his Tivid associate, Wilhelm had another' 
enjoyment prepared for him. Oui old liiend had not heen fii^, 
Touied by Nature with the eye of & painter. Susceptible of vieaa£j 
beauty only in the hiunan form, he now felt that, by the preseni 
of a companion, alike disposed, but trained to quite &' ~ 
joymenta and actlvitieB, the surroundiBg world also was openi 
to his sight. 

By viewing, under conversational direction, the chaii| 
glories of the region, and still more by concentrated imitation, 
his eyes were opened, and bis mind &eed &om all its once obati- 
Date doubts. Hitherto all copies of Italian scenery had seemed 
to him suspicious ; the sky, he thought, was too blue ; the violet 
tone of those charaiing distances was lovely hut untrue, and the 
abundant fresh green too bright and gay : but now be united in 
Mb inmost pKrceptioos nith his new Mend; and learned, soB- 
ceptible as he was, to look at the Earth with that friend's eyea ; 
and while Nature unfolded the open secret of her beauty, he could 
not but feel an irresistible attraction towards Art, as towai-ds het 
most fit expositor. 

But his pictorial friend quite unexpectedly anticipated hii 
wishes in another point. The Artist had already many timei 
started some gay song ; and thus, in hours of rest, delightfull; 
enlivened and accompanied their movement, when out in lon^^ 
Toyages over the water. But now it happened, that in one ol 
the palaces they were visiting, he found a curious peculiar stringf ' 
instrument ; a lute of small size, sti'ong, well-toned, convenieiil 
luid portable : he soon contrived to tune it ; and then haBdle< 
the strings so pleasantly, and so well entertained those about him, 
that, like a new Orpheus, he subdued by soft harmonies the nati' 
ally rigorous and dry castellain, and kindly constraiued him tO 
lend the instrument for a time ; under the condition that hetore 
departing, the singer should faithfully return it ; and in ths in- 
terim, should come back some Sunday or holyday, and again 
them by his music. 

Quite another spirit now enlivened lake and shore ; boat imd 
skiff strove which should be nearest our friends ; even freight and 
market bai'ges lingered in their neighbourhood ; rows of people 
on the beach followed their course ; when landing, they were mi- 
circled by a gay-minded throng ; when departing, each hli 
them, with a heart contented, yet fall of louging. 

And noWj at last, to any third party who had watched 
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tndB, it must have been apparent enougli that their mission 
is, in fact, accompliBhed : all Bceiiea and localities referring to 
Migiiou had been not only sketched, but partly brought into Ught, 
shade and colour ; partly, in warm, midday hours, finished with 
the utmost fidelity. In efi'eoting this, they had shifted from place 
to place in a peculiar way, aa Wilhehn's vow frequently impeded 
them : this, however, they had now and then contrived to evade, 
by explaining it aa valid only on land, and on water not ap- 
plicable. 

Indeed Wilhelm himself now felt that their special puiposa 
was attained ; yet he could not deny that the wish to see Hilaria 
and the fait Widow must also be satisfied, if he wished to leave 
this country with a free mind. His friend, to whom he had im- 
parted their story, was no less curious ; and already prided him- 
seif in the thought that in one of his paintings there was a vacant 
mca, which, as an artist, he might decorate with the forms of 
BBfi gentle persons. 
Accordingly, they now cruised to and fro, watching the poiuts 
LlA^e strangers are wont first to enter this paradise. Their hope 
t meeting Mends here had already been made known to the 
latmen; and the search had not lasted long, when there came 
1 sight a splendid barge ; which they instantly made chase of, 
i forbore not passionately to grapple with, on reaching it. The 
mes, in some degree alarmed at this movement, soon recovered 
iheir composure as Wilhelm prodneed his little piece of chart, 
and the two, without hesitation, recognised the arrow which them- 
selves had drawn on it. The friends were then kindly invited to 
come on hoard the ladies' barge ; whieh they did without an in- 
stant's delay. 

And now let ua figure to ourselves these four; as they sit 

together in the daintiest apartment, the most bhsaful world lying 

md them ; looking in each other's faces ; fanned liy soft airs ; 

i on glitteiing waves. Imagine the female pair, as we lately 

7 them descnbed ; the male, as they have together for weeks 

I leading a wayfai-ing life ; and after a little reflection, we 

ihold them all in the most delightful, but also the most dan- 

rons situation. 

For the three who have before, willingly or unwillingly, ranked 

■selves in the number of Ecnunciants, we have not the worst 

t f<Bftr : the fourth, however, may probably enough too soon see 

'ntself admitted into that order, like the others. 
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After crossing the Lake several times, and pointing out tiu 
mOEt mteresting spots both on the shore and the iskni~ 
two wanderers condncted their fair Mends to the place they were 
to pass the night in ; where a dextrons guide, selected for this 
Toyage, had taken care to provide aU possible convemenees. Wil- 
helm'a vow was now a harsh hnt snitable master of the cere- 
monies : for be and his companion had already passed three days 
in this very station, and exhansted all that was remarkable in 
the environs. The Artist, not restrained by any vow, begged 
permission to attend tho dames on shore ; this, however, they 
declined ; and so the party separated at some distance from the 
harbonr. 

Scarcely had the singer stept into his skiff, which hastily drew 
back from the beach, when he seized his Inte ; and gracefully 
began raising that strangely plaintive song, which the YeuetiaQ 
gondoliers send forth in clear melody from land to sea and froi 
sea to land. Expert enongh in this feat, which, in the presi 
instance, proceeded with pecuhar tenderness and expression, hi 
strengthened his voice in proportion to the increasing distance, 
so that on the shore yon would have thought you heard him still 
singing in the same place. He at last laid his Inte aside, tmst- 
ing to his voice alone ; and had the satisfaction to observe that the;] 
dames, instead of retiring into their house, wexe pleased to linj 
OS the shore. He felt so inspired that ho could not cease ; 
even when night and remoteness had withdrawn everything fro] 
view ; till at last his calmer friend reminded him that, if darknefli 
did favour his tones, the skiff bad already long passed the limil 
within which these could take effect. 

According to promise, the two parties again met next day cm 
the open Lake. Flying along, they formed acquaintance with the 
lovely series of prospects, now standing forth in separate distinc- 
tion, then gathering into rows, and seen behind each other, and 
at last fading away, as the higher eclipsed the lower ; all wiiicli, 
repeating itself in the waters, affords in such excursions the most 
varied entertainment. Nor, in the course of these sights, did the 
copies of them, from our Artist's portfolio, fail to awaken thoughts 
and anticipations of what, in the present hour, was not imparted. 
For all such matters the still Kiloria seemed to have a free and^ 
fair feeling. 

Bat towards noon, singularity again came into play : the ladiei 
landed alone ; the men cniised before the harbour. And now 
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singer endearoured to accommodate Hb music to a shorter dist- 
ance, where not only the general, soft and quickly-warbling tone 
of desire, hut likewise a certain gay, graceful importunity, might 
be expected to tell. And here, now and then, some one or other 
of the Bongs, for which wo stand indebted to our Mends in the 
Apprenticeship, would come hovering over his stringa, over his 
lips ; but out of well-meant regard to the feelings of his hearers, 
as well as to his own, he restrained himself in this particular ; 
I and roved at large in foreign images and emotions, whereby his 
I performance gained in effect, and reached the ear with so much 
*Hie more insinuating blandishment. The two friends, blockading 
the harbour in this way, would not have recollected the trivial 
concern of eating and drinking, had not the more provident fair 
ones sent them over a supply of dainty bits ; to which an accom- 
panying draught of wine had the best possible relish. 
» Every separation, everj' stipulation that comes in the way of 
(our gathering passions, sharpens instead of stiffing them ; and in 
I this case, as in others, it maybe presumed that the short absence 
had awakened equal longing in both parties. At all events, the 
damee, in then' gay dazzling gondola, were very soon to he seen 
coming back. 

This word gondola, however, let us not take up in the melan- 
Lfitdy Venetian meaning : here it signifies a cheerful, commodious, 
P'Bocial bark; which, had our little company been twice as large, 
wonld still have been spacious enough for them. 

Some days were spent in this peculiar way, between meeting 
and parting, between separation and social union ; but amid the 
enjoyment of the most delightful intercourse, departure and be- 
reavement still hovered before the agitated soul. In presence of 
the new friends, the old came hack into the mind ; were these 
new ones absent, each could not but admit that already they had 
taken deep root in his remembrauce. None but a composed and 
tried spirit, Uke our fair Widow, could iu such moments have 
muntained herseK in complete equilibrium. 

Hilaria'a heart had been too deeply wounded to admit of any 
new entire impression : bnt as the grace of a fail' scene encircles 
us of itself with soothing influences ; so when the mildness of 
[tender-hearted friends -conspires with it, there comes over sense 
VlUid soul a peculiar mood of softness, that recalls to us, as in 
pBreaming visions, the past and the absent, and withdraws the 
nnesent, as if it were but a show, into spiritual remoteness. Thus, 
■ VOL. n. B 
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alteraately rocketl this way and that, attracted and repelled, 
proximated and removed, tliey wavered and wended for Eevt 
days. 

Without more narrowly inveBtigating these circumstaoceai 
the shrewd, experienced guide imagined he observed some alteri 
tion in the calm demcanom' of his heroines ; and when, at Iftsl 
the whimsical part of their predicament hecame known to hi 
he contrived here also to devise the most grateful expedient. Fi 
as omr two shipmen were again conducting the ladies to their' 
asnal place of dinner, they were met by another gay barkj which, 
falling alongside of theirs, exhibited a well-eovGred table, with all 
the cheerful invitations of a festive repast: the friends could now, 
wait in company the lapse of several hours ; and only nighl 
decided the customary separation. 

Happily the Artist and Wilhelm had in their former yoyagingal 
neglected, ont of a certain natural caprice, to visit the most highly 
ornamented of all the islands, and had even yet never thought of 
showing to their fair Mends the many artificial and somewbitt 
dilapidated cariosities of the place, before these glorioas scenes 
creation were entirely gono through. At last, however, new ligl 
rose on their minds. They took counsel with the guide: ho 
trived forthwith to expedite tbeir voyage, and all looked on it 
the most blissful they had yet undertaken. They could now hi 
and expect, after so many interrupted joys, to spend three wl 
heavenly days, assembled together in a Beqnestered abode. 

And here we cannot but bestow on this guide our high com* 
mendation ; he belonged to that nimble, active, dextrous class, wh( 
in attendance on successive parties, o&ea travel the same roads 
perfectly acquainted with the conveniences and inconveniimi 
on all of them, they imderstand how to use the one and evade 
other; and, without leaving their own profit out of sight, still to,j 
conduct their patrons more cheaply and pleasantly through thoj 
country, than without such aid would have been possible. 

At this time, also, a sufficient female train belonging to o) 
dames, for the first time stept forth in decided activity ; and 
fair Widow could now make it one ofher conditions that the Ment 
were to remain with her as gnests, and content themselves witk' 
what she called her moderate entertainment. In this point too 
all prospered : for the cunning fimctionaiy had, on this occasioti 
as on others, contrived to make so good a use of the letters and 
introdactioDS which his heroines had brought with them, that, tho 
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ler of the plafie they were now about to visit being absent, both 
and garden, kitchen melnded, were thrown open for the 
service of the strangers; nay some prospect was held out even of 
the cellar. All things cooperated so harmonionsly, that our wan- 
derers, from the very first moment, felt themBelvea as if at home, 
AB if bom lords of this paradise. 

The whole luggage of the party was now carried to the island, 
an arrangement producing much convenience to all ; though the 
ehief advantage aimed at was, that the portfolios of our Artist, 
now, for the first time, all collected together, might aflford him 
means to exhibit, in continuous sequence, to his fair hostesses the 
rontfl he had followed. This tusk was undertaken by all parties 
with delight. Not that they proceeded in the conamon style of 
amateur and artist, mutnally eulogising : here was a gifted man, 
rewBjded by the most sincere and jndicions praise. But that wh 
fall not into the suspicion of attempting, with general phrases, to 
palm on credulous readers what we could not openly show them, 
let us here insert the judgment of a critic, who some years after- 
wards viewed with studious admiration both the pieces here in 
question, and the others of a like or similar sort, by the same 

He succeeds in representing the cheerful repose of lake pro- 
jects, where houses in Mondly approximation, ima^g them- 
^AelTes in the clear wave, seem as if bathing in its depths; shores 
encircled with green hills, behind which rise forest mountains, 
and icy peaks of glaciers. The tone of colouring in such scenes 
is gay, mirthfuEy clear; thedistanees, as if overflowed with soften- 
ing vapour, which from watered hollows and river valleys mounts 
op grayer and mistier, and indicates their windings. No less is 
tJie Master's art to be praised in views from valleys lying nearer 
Uie high Alpine ranges; where dechvities slope down, luxuriantly 
overgrown, and fi-esh streams roll hastily along by the foot of 
rocks. 

With exquisite skill, in the deep shady trees of the fore- 
he gives the distinctive character of the several species ; 
US in the form of the whole, as in the structure of the 
_ bea, and the details of the leaves : no less so, in the fresh 
green with its manifold shadings, where soft aii-a appear as if 
f nimin g us with benignant breath, and the lights as if thereby 
put in motion. 

In the middle-ground, his lively green tone grows fainter by 
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degrees ; and at last, on the more distant mountain-tops, passing I 
into weak molet, weda itself with the blue of the sky. But our | 
Artist is above all happy in his paintings of high Alpine 
in seizing the simple greatness and stilhiess of their charoctor ; I 
the wide pasturea on the slopes, clothed with the ireshest green, 
where dark solitary firs stand forth from the grassy carpet ; and B 
from high cliffs foaming brooks msh down. "Whether he relieve T 
hia pasturages with grazing cattle, or the narrow winding rocky I 
path with mules and laden pack-horses, he paints all with equal I 
truth and richness ; still introduced in the proper place, and notj 
in too great copiousness, they decorate and enliven these b 
without interrupting, mthout lessening their peaceful solitade. 
The execntion testifies a master's hand ; easy, with a few sure 
strokes, and yet complete. In his later pieces, he employed 
ghttering English permanent -colours on paper : these pictures, _ 
accordingly, ai'e of preeminently hlooming tone ; cheerful, yet, at J 
the same time, strong and sated. 

"His views of deep mountain chasms, where round and romidl 
nothing fi'onts us but dead rock ; where, in the a' 
by its bold arch, the wild sti-eam rages, are indeed of less attrao-j 
tion than the former ; yet their truth excites us ; we admire thrf 
great effect of the whole, produced at so little cost, by a few ex-l 
pressive strokes, and masses of local colours, 

" With no leas accuracy of character can he represent the i 
gions of the topmost Alpine ranges, where neither tree nor a" 
any more appears ; but only, amid the rocky teeth and snow sum-J 
mits, a few sunny spots clothe themselves with a soft STvard.V 
Beautiful, and balmy, and inviting as he colours these spots, he 
has here wisely forborne to introduce grazing herds ; for these 
regions give food only to the chamois, and a perilous employment 
to the "Wild-hay-men." 



" We shall not deviate from our purpose of bringing the con-l 
dition of these waste scenes as close as possible to the conceptian 
of oar readers, if to this word. Wild-hay-man, or WiWituer, ^ 
subjoin a short explanation. It is a name given to the poorer iti'J 
habitants of the upland Alpine ranges, who occupy themselves qj 
making hay &:om such grassy spots as are inaccessible to cattleJ 
For this purpose, they cHmb, with cramps on their feet, the Bteep< 
est and most dangerous cUfl's ; or from high crags let themselved 
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down bj ropes, 'when this Is necessarj : and so reach these grassy 
patches. The grass once cut and dried to hay, they throw it 
down from the heights into the deeper valleys ;' where being col- 
lected together, it is sold to cattle -owners, with whom, on account 
, of its superior quahty, it finds a. ready market." 



These paintings, which must have gratified and attracted any 

|bb, were viewed by Hilaria, in pai^ticular, with great attention ; 

1 from her observations it became clear, that in this depart- 

mt she herself was no stranger. To the Artist, least of all, 

1 this continue secret ; nor could approval from any one have 

Bn more precious to him, than from this moat graceful of all 

^ons. Her companion, therefore, kept silence no longer, but 

med Hilaria for not coming forward with her own accomplish- 

jnt, but lingering in this case as she always did ; now where 

e question was not, of being praised or blamed, but of being in- 

A fairer opportunity, she said, might not easily occur. 

And now it came to light, when she was thus forced to es- 

B^t her portfolios, what a talent was lying hid behind this still 

1 moflt lovely nature : the capacity had been derived from birth, 

i diligently cultivated by practice. She poasessed a true eye ; 

{delicate hand, such as women, accustomed to use it in their 

assing and decoi-ating operations, find available in higher ait. 

1 might, doubtless, observe nnsureness in the strokes ; and, in 

seeqnence, a too undecided character in the objects : but you 

old not help admiring the most faithful execution ; though the 

Bole was not seized in its happiest effect, not grouped and ad- 

pted with the skill of an artist. She is afraid, you woald say, 

Bprofaning her object, if she keep not completely true to it ; 

wee she becomes precise and stiff, and loses herself in details. 

But now, by the great free talent, by the bold hand of the 

itist, she feels rising, awakening within her, whatever gennine 

"ing and taste had till now slumbered in her mind ; she per- 

ives that she has but to take heart, and earnestly and punctually 

( follow some fundamental maxims, wliich the Artist, with 

metrating jndgment and friendly importunity, is repeating and 

issing on her. That am^enesa of stroke comes of its ownac- 

she by degrees dwells less on the ports than on the whole : 

1 thus the fairest capability rises on a sndden to fulfilment ; as 

rose-bud, which in the evening we passed-by unobservant, breaks 
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forth in the morning at annrise before our face : and the liTinff 
quivering movement of this lordly bloaaom, struggling out to the 
light, Beems almost visible before our eyes. 

Nor did this intellectual coltm'e remain without moral effeots : 
for on a pure spirit it produces a magic impression to be consciouB 
of that heartfelt thankfulnesa, natural towards any one to whom 
it stands indebted for decisive instruction. In this case it was 
the first glad emotion which had risen in Eilaria'a soul for many 
a week. To see this lordly world lying round her day after day ; 
and now at once to feel the instantly acquired, more perfect gift 
of representing it ! What delight, in figiu'es and tints, to be 
approaching nearer the Unspeakable ! She felt herself surprised. 
as with a new youth ; and could not refuse a peculiar Hndlineas 
to the man who had procured for her such happiness. 

Thus did the two sit together ; you could scarcely have detCT- 
niined whether he was readier in communicating secret advantages 
in art, or she in seizing them and turning them to practice. The 
happiest rivalry, snch as too seldom rises between scholar imd' 
master, here took place. Many a time yon might observe the 
friend preparing with some decisive stroke to influence Lor draw- 
ing ; which she, on the other hand, would gently decline, hasten- 
ing to do the wished, the necessary, of her own accord, and always 
to her master's astonishment. 

The fair Widow, in the mean while, walked along the teiraceft 
with Wilhelm, under cypresses and pines, now under vine, now 
under orange groves ; and at last could not but fulfil the faintly 
indicated wish of her new Mend, and disclose to him the strange 
entanglement by which the two fiiir pilgrims, cut off from their 
former ties, and straitly united to one another, had hoen sent 
forth to wander over tho world, 

WUhelm, who wanted not the gift of accurately noting what 
he saw, took down her naiTative some time afterwards in writiikg ; 
this, as he compiled it and transmitted it by H^rsilia to Natalia, 
we purpose by and by communicating to our readers. 

The last evening was now come ; and a rising, moat dear, 
full moon concealed the transition fi-om day to night. The party 
had assembled and seated themselves on one of the highest ter- 
races, to see distinct and unimpeded, and glittering in the sheen 
of east and west, the peaceful Lake, hidden partly in its lei^tb, 
but visible over all its breadth. 

Whatever in such circumstances might he talked of, it was 
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natural once more to repeat the hundred times repeated; to men- 
tion the beaaties of this aky, of this water, of this land, under the 
infiuences of a strong sun and milder moon, nay exclusively and 
lyrieaily to recognise and descrihe them. 

But what none of them uttered, what each durst scaroely avow 
to himself, was the deep mournful feeling which, stronger or 
weaker, bat with equal truth and tenderness-, was beating in every 
boBom. The presentiment of parting diffused itself over present 
imion ; a gradual stagnation was becoming almost painful. 

Then at last the Singer roused himself, summoned up his 
resolution ; with strong tones, preluding on his instmment ; 
heedless of the former well-meant reserve, llignon's figure, with 
the first soft song of the gentle child, were hovering before him. 
Passionately hurried over the limits ; with longing touch awaken- 
ing the sweetly-somiding strings, he began to raise: 
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rHersilia rose in deepest a^tation, and hurried away, veiling her 
oar fair Widow, with a motion of refusal, waved her hand 
towards the Singer, while she caught Wilhelm'a arm with the 
other. The perplexed and half-unconscious youth followed Hila- 
ria; Wilhelm, by his more considerate guide, was led after them. 
And now when they stood all four under the high moonshine, the 
general emotion was no longer to be concealed. The women threw 
themselves into each other's arms ; the men embraced each other; 
and Luna was witness of the noblest, chastest tears. Some re- 
collection slowly retm-ned ; they forced themselves asunder, silent, 
under strange feelings and wishes, from which hope was already 
cut off. And now our Artist, whom hia friend dragged with him, 
felt himself here under the void heaven, in the solemn lovely hour 
if night, initiated in the first stage of lienunciation, which those 
-iends had already passed through, though they now saw them- 
selves again in danger of being sharply tried. 

Not till hito had the youug men gone to rest ; awakening in 
the early morning, they took heart; thought themselves now 
strong enough for a farewell to this paradise ; devised many plans 

Btjll, without violation of duty, at least lingeidng in the plea- 
tt neighbourhood. 

While purposing to introduce their projects to this effect, 
ihey were cut short by inteUigence that, with the earliest break 
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of day, tlie ladies had departed. A letter from the liand of onr 
Queen of Hearts gave them more precise inform ati on. YonnL^ht 
have doubted whether sense rather than goodness, love rather 
than friendship, acknowledgment of merit rather than soft basliitil 
fevODT, was expressed in it. But alas, in the conclusion stood 
the hard request, that our two wanderers were neither to follow 
their heroines, nor anywhere to seek them; nay if they chanced 
to see each other, they were faithfully to avoid meeting. 

And now the paradise, as if by the touch of an enchanter's 
rod, was changed for our friends into an utter desert : and cer- 
tainly they would have smiled at themselves, had they percmed 
at this moment how unjust and unthankful they were on a sudden 
become to so fair and remarkable a scene. No self-seeking hypo- 
chondriac conld so sharply and spitefully have rated and censnted 
the decay of the buildings, the neglected condition of the walls, 
the weathered aspect of the towers, the grassy obstmction of the 
walks, the perishing of the trees, the mossiness and mouldering 
of the artificial gi'ottoes, and whatever else of that sort was to be 
observed, as onr two travellers now did. By degrees, however, 
they settled themselves as circumstances would admit : the Artist 
carefolly packed up his work : they both set sail ; Wilhelm ac- 
companying him to the upper quarter of the Lake, where, by pre- 
vious agreement, the former set forth on his way to Natalia, to 
introduce her by his fair landscape papers, into scenes which per- 
haps she might not soon have on opportunity of viewing with her 
eyes. He was at the same time commissioned to inform her oon- 
fessionally of the late incident, which had reduced him to a state 
such that he might be received with hearty kindness by the Con- 
federates in the vow of Renunciation, and with soft friendly treat- 
ment, in the midst of them, be comforted, if he could not be 
healed. 

Chapter XIV. 

In this division of our work, the exculpatory Word from the 
Editor might have been more requisite than even in the foregoing 
Chapter : for there, though we had not the paintings of the master 
and his fair scholar, on which all depended, to exhibit before onr 
readers ; and could neither make the perfection of the finished 
artist, nor the commencing stintednesa nor rapid development of 
the att-loving beauty visible to then- eyes : yet still the deacriptioa 
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■toiglit not be altogether inefficient, and many geuial and thouglit- 
I exalting matters remained to be imparted. But here, where the 
hnsinesB in hand is a great object, which one could have wished 
to see treated in the most precise manner, there is, unhappUy, too 
little noted down ; and we cannot hope that a complete view will 
he attained from oar communications. 

Again, it is to be observed, that in the Novel, as in "Universal 
History, we have to struggle with uncertain computations of time ; 

I and cannot always decisively fix what has happened sooner, and 
Ivhat later. We shall hold, therefore, by the surest points. 
That a year must have passed since Wilhehn left the Peda- 
gogic Province, is rendered certain, hj the cii-cumstance, that we 
now meet him at the Festival to which he had been invited : but 
as our wandering Kenunciants sometimes unexpectedly dive down 
snd vanish from our sight, and then again emerge into view at a 
flace whei^e they were not looked for, it cannot he determined 
rath certainty what track they have followed in the interim. 
Now, however, the Traveller advances from the side of the 
1 country into the Pedagogic Province : he comoa over fields 
lod pastui'ages ; skirts, on the dry lea, many a httle freshet ; sees 
Ibnshy rather than woody hills ; a free prospect on all sides, over 
e but little undulated. On such tracks, he did not long 
' doubt that he was in the horse -producing region ; and accordingly 
he failed not here and there to observe greater or smaller herds of 
mares and foals. But all at once the horizon darkens with a fierce 
^^_ flloud of dust, which rapidly swelling nearer and nearer, covers all 
^^H^e breadth of the space ; yet at last, rent asunder by a sharp side 
^^^nrind, is forced to disclose its interior tumult. 
^^H^ At full gallop rushes forward a vast multitude of these nohle 
^ animals, guided and held together by mounted keepers. The mon- 

Btrons hurlyburly whii'ls past the wanderer ; a fair boy among the 
keepers looks at him with surprise ; pulls in, leaps down, and em- 
braces his father. 

Now commences a questioning and answering : the boy relates 
th&t an agricultural life had not agreed with him ; the harvest- 
home he had indeed foond dehghtful, hut the subsequent arrange- 
meatB, the ploughing and digging, by no means so. This the 
Superiors remark, and observe at the same time that be likes to 
■ employ himself with animals ; they direct him to the useful and 
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necessary domestic breeds ; try him as a sequestered herdsman 
and keeper, and at last promote him to the more Kvely equestrian 
occupation ; where accordingly he now, himself a young foal, has 
to watch over foals, and to forward their good nourishment and 
training, under the oversight of skilful comrades. 

Father and son, following the herd, by various lone-lying spa- 
cious farmyards, reached the town or "hamlet, near which the great 
annual Market was held. Here rages an incredible confiision, in 
which it is hard to determine whether merchants or wares raise 
more dust. From all countries purchasers assemble here to pro- 
cure animals of noble blood and careful training ; all the languages 
of the Earth, you would fancy, meet your ear. Amid all this hub- 
bub, too, rises the lively sound of powerful wind-instruments: 
everything bespeaks motion, vigour and Ufe. 

The Wanderer meets his Overseer of last year, who presents 
him to the others : he is even introduced to one of the Three ; 
and by him, though only in passing, paternally and expressively 
saluted. 

Wilhelm, here again observing an example of exclusive culture 
and life-leading, expresses a desire to know in what else the pupils 
are practised, by way of cqunterpoise ; that so in this wild, and, 
to a certain degree, savage occupation of feeding animals, the 
youth may not himself roughen into an animal. And, in answer, 
he is gratified to leam, that precisely with this violent and rugged- 
looking occupation the softest in the world is united, — the learn- 
ing and practising of languages. 

'' To this," it was said, '' we have been induced by the circum- 
stance, that there are youths from aU quarters of the world assem- 
bled here : now to prevent them from uniting, as usually happens 
when abroad, into national knots, and forming exclusive parties, 
we endeavour by a free communication of speech to approximate 
them. 

** Indeed, a general acquaintance with languages is here in 
some degree rendered necessaiy ; since, in our yearly market fes- 
tivals, every foreigner wishes to converse in his own tones and 
idiom ; and, in the course of cheapening and purchasing, to pro- 
ceed with all possible convenience. That no Babylonish confd- 
sion of tongues, however, no corruption of speech, may a4se from 
this practice, we employ a different language month by month, 
throughout the year : according to the maxim, that in learning 
anything, its first principles alone should be taught by constraint. 
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^^r " We look upon onr scholars," said the Overseer, " as soraany 

^^Enninniers, who, in the clement which threatened to swallow them, 

^« leel with astonishment that they are lighter, that it bears and 

canies them forward ; and so it is with everything that man wi- 

dertakes. 

"However, if any one of onr young men show a special inclina- 
tion for this or the other langnage, we neglect not, in th" midst of 
this tmnultaous -looking life, which nevertheless offers very many 
qniet, idly solitary, nay tedious hours, to provide for his true and 
substantial instrnction. Our riding grammaiians, among whom 
there are even some pedagognes, you would be surprised to dia- 
corer among these bearded and beardless Centaurs. Your Fehx 
has turned himself to Italian ; and in the monotonous solitude of 
Ms herdsman life, you shall hear him send forth many a dainty 
song with proper feeling and taste. Practical activity and expert- 
nesB are far more compatible with sufficient intellectual culture 
than is generally supposed." 

Each of these districts was celebrating its peculiar festival ; so 
the guest was now conducted to the Instrumental Music depart- 
ment. This tract, skirted by the level country, began from its 
veiy border to exhibit kind and beautifully- changing valleys, little 
trim woods ; soft brooks, by the side of which, among the sward, 
here and there, a mossy crag modestly stood forth. Scattered, 
bush-encircled dwellings you might see on the hillsides ; in soft 
hollows, the houses clustered neai'cr together. Those grocefully- 
separated cottages lay so far apart, that neither tones nor mistones 
could be heard from one to the otiier. 

They now approached a wide space, begirt with buildings and 
^H^ady trees, where crowded, man on man, oil seemed on the 
^HUr«tcb of expectation and attention. Jnst as the stranger entered, 
^^■Bera was sent forth from all the instruments a grand symphony, 
^^tte fall rich power and tenderness of which he could not but ad- 
mire. Opposite the spacious main orchestra was a smaller one, 
which failed not to attract his notice : here stood various younger 
_ and elder scholars ; each held his instrument in readiness without 
bying ; these were they who as yet could not, or durst not, join 
I nith the whole. It was interesting to observe how they stood 
^ it were on the start ; and our friend was informed that snch a. 
1 seldom passed over, without some one or other of them 
nly developing his talent. 
B amoug the instrumental music, singing was now introduced. 
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no doubt could remain tliat this also was fe,voiired. To the ques- 
tion, What other sort of cultnre was here blended in kind nnion 
with the chief employment, our wanderer learned in reply, that it 
was Poetry, and of the lyrical kind. In this matter, it appeared, 
their main concern was, that both arts should be developed each 
for itself and &om itself, but then also in contrast and combina- 
tion with each other. The scholars were first instructed in each 
according to its own limitations ; then taught how the two recipro- 
cally limit, and again reciprocally free each other. 

To poetical rhythm the musical artist opposes measure of 
tone and movement of tone. But here the mastery of Music over 
Poesy soon shows itself; for if the latter, as is fit and necessary, 
keep her quantities never so steadily in yiew, still for the masi- 
cian few syllables are decidedly short or long ; at his pleasure he 
can overset the most conscientious procedure of the rhythmer, nay 
change prose itself into song ; from which, iu truth, the richest 
possibilities present themselves ; and the poet wonld soon feet 
himself annihilated, if ho could not, on his own side, hy lyrical 
tenderness and boldness, inspire the musician with reverence; 
and, now in the softest sequence, now by the moat abrupt trand- 
tions, awaken new feelings in the mind. 

The singers to be met with here are mostly poets themselves. 
Dancing also is taught in its fundamental principles ; that so ftll 
these accomplishments may regularly spread themselves into eveay 
district. 

Tho guest, on being led across the next boundary, at once per- 
ceived an altogether different mode of building. The houses were 
no longer scattered into separation, no longer in the shape of 
cottages : they stood regularly united, beautiful in thetr exterior, 
spacious, convenient and elegant within ; you here saw an uncon- 
flned, well-built, stately town, corresponding to the scene it stood 
in. Here the Plastic Arts, and the trades akin to them, have their 
home ; and a peculiar silence reigns over these spaces. 

The plastic artist, it is true, must still figure himself as stand- 
ing in relation to all that lives and moves among men ; but his 
occupation is solitary ; and yet, by the strangest contradiction, 
there is perhaps no other that so decidedly requires a living ac- 
companiment and society. Now here, in that circle, is each in 
silence farming shapes that are forever to eng^e the eyes of' 
men ; a holyday stillness reigns over the whole scene ; and ^ 
you not here and there catch the piclting of stone-hewers, and the 
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measnred stroke of curpenters, who are now busily employed in 
finiBhing a lordly edifice, the air were unmoved by any sound, 

Our wanderer was struck, moreover, by the earnestness, the 
singular rigom- with which beginners, as well as more advanced 
pupils, were treated ; it seemed as if no one by his own power 
and judgment accomplished anything, but as if a secret spirit, 
Btriving towards one single great aim, pervaded and vivified them 
all. Nowhere did yon observe a scheme or sketch ; every stroke 
was drawn with forethought. Aa the wanderer inquired of his 
guide the reason of this pecuHar procedure, he was told : That 
Imagination was in itself a vague, unstable power, which the whole 
merit of the plastic artist consisted in more and more determining, 
fixing, nay at last exalting to visible presence. 

The necessity for sure principles in other arts was mentioned. 
"Would the musician," it was said, "permit his scholar to dash 
wildly over the strings, nay to invent bars and intervals for him- 
self at his own good pleasure ? Here it is palpable that nothing 
can be left to the caprice of the learner : the element he is to work 
in is irrevocably given ; the implement he is to wield is put into 
Ha hands ; nay the very way and manner of his using it, I mean 
ihe changing of the fingers, he finds prescribed to him ; so or- 
dered, that the one part of his hand shall give place to the other, 
and each prepare the proper path for its follower : by such de- 
terminate cooperation only can the impossible at last become 
iwssible. 

"But what chiefly vindicates the practice of strict requisitions, 
of decided laws, is that genius, that native talent, is precisely the 
readiest to seize them, and yield them willing obedience. It ia 
only the half-gifted that would wish to put his own contracted 
singnlarity in the place of the unconditional whole, and justify 
hia false attempts under cover of an unconstrainable originahty 
id independence. To this we grant no currency : we guard our 
"lolaxs firom all such misconceptions, whereby a large portion 
life, nay often the whole of life, is apt to be perplexed and 
sjointed. 
" With genius we love most to be concerned : for this is ani- 
mated just by that good spirit of quickly recognising what is pro- 
fitable for it. Genius understands that Art is called Art because 
is not Nature, Genius bends itself to respect even towards 
lat may he named conventional : for what is this but agreeing, 
the most distinguished men have agreed, to regai'd the on- 
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alterable, the indispeusiible as the best ? And does not such 
submission always turn to good account ? 

"Here too, as in all om- departments, to the great assistance 
of the teachers, our three Keverences and their signs, with some 
changes suitable to the natnro of the main employment, have been 
introduced and inculcated." 

The wanderer, in his farther survey, was surprised to obserre I 
that the Town seemod still extending ; street luifolding itself 1 
from street, and so offering the most varied prospects. The e 
terior of the edifices corresponded to their destination ; they we 
dignified and stately, not so much magnificent as beautiful. To \ 
the nobler and more earnest buildings in the centre of the Town, 
the more cheerful were harmoniously appended ; till farther out, 
gay decorated suburbs, in graceful style, stretched forth into the 
country, and at last separated into garden-bouses. 

Tho stranger could not fail to remark, that the dwellings of 
the musiciaCs in the preceding district were by no means to ba 
compared, in beauty or size, with the present, which painters, 
sculptors and architects inhabited. He was told that this ajoBe 
from the nature of the thing, Tho musician, ever shrouded in 
himself, must cultivate his inmost being, that so he may turn tt 
outwaids. The sense of the eye he may not flatter. The eye 
easily corrupts the judgment of the ear, and allures the spirit 
&om the inward to the outward. Inversely, again, the plastic 
artist has to live in the external world ; and to manifest hifl in- 
ward being, as it were, unconsciously, in and upon what is out- 
ward. Plastic artists shonld dwell like kings and gods : how else 
are they to build and decorate for kings and gods ? They must 
at last BO raise themselves above the common, that the whole 
mass of a people may feel itself ennobled in and by their works. 

Our friend then begged an explanation of another paradox : 
■ Why at this time, so festive, so enlivening, so tumultooualy ei- . 
cited, in the other regions, the greatest stillness prevailed here, | 
and all labours were continued ? 

"A plastic artist," it was answered, "needs no festival; When] 
he has accomplished something excellent, it stands, as it has Ion _ 
done before his own eye, now at last before the eye of the world V 
in his task he needed no repetition, no new effort, no fresh a 
cess ; whereas the musician constantly afflicts himself with all 
this ; and to him, therefore, the most splendid festival, in the 
most nnmeroos assemblage, should not be refused." 
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"Yet, at such & season," replied "Wilhelm, "something like 
an exhibition might be desirable ; in whicli it would be pleasant 
to inspect and judge the triennial progress of your best pupils." 

" In other places," it was answered, " an exhibition may be 
necessary ; with us it is not. Ooi- whole being and nature la 
exhibition. Look round you at these buildings of every sort : all 
erected by our pupils ; and this not without plans a hundred 
times talked of and meditated ; for the builder must not grope 
and e^eiiment ; what is to continue standing, must stand rightly, 
snd satisfy, if not forever, yet at least for a long space of time. 
If we cannot help committing eiToi's, we must build none. 

" With seolptoM we proceed more laxly, most so of all ivith 
pgintera ; to both we give liberty to try this and that, each in his 
own way. It stands in theii' power to select in the interior or ex- 
terior compartments of edifices in public places, some space which 
they may incline to decorate. They give forth their ideas, and 
if these are in some degree to be approved of, the completion of 
them is permitted, and this in two ways : either with liberty, 
sooner or later, to remove the work, should it come to displease 
the artist ; or, with the condition that what is once set up shall 
remain onalterable in its place. Most part choose the first of 
these ofl'ers, retaining in their own hands this power of removal ; 
and in the performance, they constantly avail themselves of the 
best advice. The second case occurs seldomer ; and we then 
observe that the artist trusts leas to himseK, holds long confer- 
oioes with companions and critics, and by this means produces 
works really estimable, and deserving to endure." 

After all this, our Traveller neglected not to ask; What 
other Bpecies of instruction was combined with the main one 
here? and received for answer, that it was Poetry, and of the 
Epic sort. 

This to onr fi-iend must have seemed a little singular, when 
he heard farther that the pupils were not allowed to read or hear 
any finished poems by ancient or modem poets. " We merely 
impart to them," it was said, " a series of myths, traditions and 
legends, in the most laconic foim. And now, from tho pictorial 
or poetic execntion of these subjects, wo at once discover the 
peculiar productive gift of the genius devoted to the one or the 
other art. Both poet and painter thus labour at the same fotm- 
tain ; and each endeavours to draw off the water to his own side, 
to his own advantage, and attain his own required objects with 
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it ; in whicli lie succeeds much better tliaii if he attempted again 
to fashion something that has been fashioned already." 

The Traveller himself had an opportunity of seeing how this 
was accomplished : several painters were busy in a room ; a gay 
yoimg friend was relating with great minuteness a very simple 
story ; so that he employed almost as many words as the others 
did pencil -strokes, to complete the same exhibition and round It 
iiilly off. 

He was told, that in working together the friends were wont to 
carry on much pleasant conversation; and that in this way several 
improvjsatori had unfolded their gifts, and succeeded in exciting 
great enthusiasm for this twofold mode of representation. 

Our friend now reverted his inquiriea to the subject of plastic- 
art, " You have no exhibition," said he ; " and therefore I sup- 
pose give no prize either ?" 

" No," said the other, " we do not ; bat here, close by, 
can show you something which we reckon more useful." 

They entered a large hall, beautifully lighted from above ; a' 
wide circle of busy artists first attracted the eye ; and fixjm the 
midst of these rose a colossal group of figures, elevated in the 
centre ofthe^laee. Male and female forms, of gigantic power, 
in violent postures, reminded one of that lordly fight between 
Heroic youths and Amazons, wherein hate and enmity at last 
issue in mutually regretful alliance. This strikingly intertwisted 
piece of art presented an equally favourable aspect fi^m every 
point of its circuit. In a wide ring romid it were many artists 
sitting and standing, each occupied in his own way ; the painter 
at his easel, the drawer at his sketch-board; some were modeUing 
it in full, others in bas-relief; there were even architects engaged 
in planning the pedestal, on which a similar group, when wrought 
in marble, was to be erected. Each iudividual was proceeding by 
his own method in this task ; painters and drawers were bringing 
out the group to a plain surface ; careful, however, not to destroy 
its figures, but to retain as much of it as possible. In the same 
manner were works in bas-relief going forward. One man duly 
had repeated the whole group in a miniature scale ; and in certain 
movements and arrangements of Hmbs he really seemed to hare 
surpassed his model. 

And now it came ont that this man was the maker of th« 
model ; who, before working it in marble, had here submitted hi» 
performance not to a critical, but to a practical trial ; and by 
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cnrately observing whatever any of his fellow-artists in his special 
department and way of thonght might notice, retain or alter in 
the group, was purposing, in subsequent consideration, to torn 

»fill tbis to Lis own profit ; so that, when at length the grand 
work stood finished in marhle, though undertaken, planned and 
executed by one, it might seem to belong to all. 

The greatest silence reigned throughout this apartment also; 
but the Superior raised hia voice, and cried : "Is there any of 
yon, then, who in presence of this stationary work can, with gifted 
words, so awaken our imagination, that all we here see concreted 
shall again become fluid, ivithout losing its character; and so con- 
vince us, that what oiu* artist has here laid hold of, was indeed the 
worthiest?" 

Called forth on all sides by name, a fair youth laid down hia 
work ; and as he stept forward, began a quiet speech, seemingly 
intended merely to deaciibe the present groap of figures ; bat ere 
long ha cast himself into the region of poetry, plunged into the 
middle of the action, and ruled' this element like a master; by de- 
grees, his representation so swelled and mounted by lordly words 
and gestures, that the rigid group seemed actually to move about 
its axis, and the number of its figures to be doubled and trebled. 
Wilhehn stood enraptured, and at last exclaimed : " Can we now 
forbear passing over into song itself, into rhythmic melody?" 

" This I should wish to binder," said the Overseer ; " for if 
our excellent sculptor will be candid, he vrill confess to us that 
our poet scarcely pleases Lim ; and this because their arts lie in 
the most opposite regions : on the other hand, I durst bet, that 
here and there a painter has not failed to appropriate some living 
touches from the speech. A soft kindly song, however, I could 
wish our friend to hear : there is one, for instance, which you 
MDg to an air BO lovely and earnest ; it turns on Art in general, 
and I myself never listen to it without pleasure." 

After a pause, in which they beckoned to each other, and 
settled their arrangements by signs, the following heart and spirit 
stirring song resoimded in stately melody from all sides : 

K While inrentiDg and cffectJug, 

Artiflt, by tbj^solt conttnne long : 
The result art thoa expeotJng, 
HttBte and ace it ia the tlirong. 
Here in others look, diseuver 
What thy own life's coarse has heon ; 
Aad tbj deeds of jearB past over 
In th; fellow man b« seeu. 
VOL. 11. 
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The devising, tbe aniting, 

What and how the forms fihall ho ; 
One thing will tiui othor lighten, 

And at laet comes J07 to thee I 
Wise and tras vhat tbaa Imparteat, 

Fairlf shaped, and eottly done : 
Thna of old the cuDcing artist 

Artist-lilie his glory won. 
As all Natnre's thonaand changes 

But one ohangelcBB Ood proolaim ; 
So in Art's wide kingdoms ranges 

OttG sole meaning BtUl the Bsme : 
This Ib Trath, eternal Reason, 

Which from Beantj takes its dreea. 
And Bcrcne throngh tiine and Beaeou 

Stands for aye in loTclineBB. 
While the orator, the singer, 

Poor their hearts in rhyme and prose, 
'Neath the painter's hnsy finger 

Shall hloom forth Life's oheerfo] rose : 
Girt with sisters ; in the middle, 

And with Antumn's frnitage hlent : 
That of life's mjBterioDB riddle 

Some short glimpses may ba henl. 
ThonBsndfold, and graceful, show thoa 

Form from forms evolving fair ; 
And of man's bright image know thon 

Tflat a God once tarried there ; 
And whate'er yonr taeka or prises, 

Staad as brethren aoa and all, 
While, like song, sweet incense rises ^^ 

Fi'om the altar nl your call. 

All this Wilhelm could not but let pass, though it must have 
seemed paradoxical enough; and had he not Been it with bis ejeGi 
might even have appeared impossible. But now, when it was 
explained and pointed out to him, openly and freely, and in fair 
sequence, he scarcely needed to put any farther question on the 
subject. However, he at last addressed his eouductor as follows : 
"I see here a most prudent provision made for much that is de- 
sirable in life : but tell me farther, which of yonr regions exhibits 
a similar attention to Dramatic Poetry, and where coidd I inatmct 
myself in that matter ? I have looked round over all your edifices, 
and observed none that seemed destined for such an object." 

"In reply to this question, we must not hide from you, that, 
in our whole Province, there is no such edifice to be seen. The 
drama presupposes the existence of on idle multitude, perhaps 
eren of a populace ; and no such class finds harbour with us ; 
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for birds of that feather, when they da not in spleen forsake us of 
their own accord, we soon take care to conduct oyer the marches. 
Doubt not, however, that in our Institution, so umveraal in its 
character, this point was carefully meditated : but no region could 
be found for the purpose, eyerywhere some important scruple came 
in the way. Indeed, who among oar pupils could readily detc-r- 
mine, with pretended mirth, or hypocritical sorrow, to excite in 
the rest a feeling untrue in itself, and alien to the moment, for 
the sake of calling forth an always dubious Batisfaction ? Such 
jnggleriea we reckoned in all cases dangerous, and could not re- 
concile mth our earnest objects." 

"It is said, however," answered Wilbelm, "that this far- 
stretching art promotes al! the rest, of whateTer sort." 

"Nowise," answered the other; "it employs the rest, but 
spoils them. I do not blame a player for uniting himself with 
a painter : hut the painter, in such society, is lost. Without any 
conscience, the player will lay hold of whatever art or life pre- 
sents him, and use it for its fugitive objects, indeed vrith no small 
profit : the painter, again, who could wish in return to extract ad- 
Tantago from the theatre, vrill constantly find himself a loser hy 
it ; and so also in the Hke case will the musician. The combined 
Arts appear to me like a family of sisters, of whom the greater 
part were inclined to good economy, but ono was light-headed, 
and desirous to appropriate and squander the whole goods and 
chattels of the household. The Theatre is this wasteful sister : 
it has an ambiguous origin, which in no case, whether as art or 
trade or amusement, it can wholly conceal." 

Wilhelm cast his eyes on the ground with a deep sigh ; for all 
that he had enjoyed or suffered on the Stage rose at once before 
his mind ; and he blessed the good men who were wise enough to 
spare their pupils such pain, and, out of principle and conviction, 
to banish such errors from their sphere. 

His attendant, however, did not leavo him long in these medi- 
tations, but continued: "As it is our highest and holiest principle, 
that no talent, no capacity be misdirected, we cannot hide from 
otiiBelves, that among so large a number, here and there a mimical 
gift will sometimes decidedly come to light ; exhibiting itself in 
an irresistible desire to ape the characters, forms, oinTcmenta, 
speech of others. This we certainly do not encourage ; hut we 
observe our pupil strictly, and if ho continue faithful to hia na- 
ture, then we have already established an intercourse with the 
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great tfaestres of all BstjofB, uid so tbitber «e sod «■] 
of tried capabOitj, ihst, as the dud on tbe pond, so he 
boards, may be fortbwitli conducted, fiill speed, to Ik 
qruek-qoackiDg and gibble-gabUing of his life." 

WilheJm heard this witb patience, bet wiy nth half conrie- 
tion, perhaps with some spleen : for so stm^e^ is mm ten- 
pered, that be may be persnaded of the wnthleesness vS wrf 
darling object, may tnni away from it, nay eren execrate i^ ~ 
yet will not see it treated in this way by others ; and 
the Spirit of Contradiction which dwells in all men, oevi 
itself more vehemently and Etontly tban in sach rases. 

And the Editor of these sheets may himself coofess, 
lets not this strange passage through his hands wil 
toach of anger. Has not he too, in many senses, exp 
life and faculty than was right on the Theatre ? And W( 
men convince him that this has been an onpatdonable esnr>s' 
frnitleBS toil ? 

Bnt we have no time for appending, in splenetic mood, saA 
remembrances and after-feelings to the narratiTe : for our friend 
now finds himself agreeably surprised, as one of the Three, and 
this a particularly prepossessing one, again comes before his eyes. 
Kind, open meekness, announcing the purest peace of sonl, came 
in its refreshing effluences along with him. Trustfully the Wan- 
derer conld approach, and feel his trust returned. 

Here he now learned that the Chief was at present in the 
Sanctuary, instructing, teaching, blessing; while the Three had 
separated to visit all the Begious, and everywhere, after most 
thorough information obtained, and conferences with the subor- 
dinate Overseers, to forward what was in progress, to found what 
was newly planned, and thereby faithfully discharge their high 
duty. 

This same excellent person now gave him a more comprehen- 
sive view of their internal situation and external connexions ; ex- 
plained to him the mutual inSuences of one Region on another ; 
and also hy what steps, after a longer or a shorter date, a pupU 
could be transferred from the one to the other. All this harmon- 
ised completely with what he ah-eady knew. At the same time, 
he was much gratified by the description ^ven of his son ; and 
their farther plan of education met with his entire approval. 

He was now, by the Assiatanta and Overseer, invited to a 
nere' Testival, which was forthwith to be celebrated. The 
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icent of the Moimtams was difficult ; and Wilhelm fancied he 
observed that his gaide walked even slower towards evening, as if 
the darkness had not been likely to obstruct their path still more, 
But when deep night came round them, this enigma was solved: 
our Wanderer observed little flames come glimmering and waver- 
ing forth from many deUs and chasms ; gradually stretch them- 
Bolves into lines, and roll over the summits of the mountains. 
Much kindlier than when a volcano opens, and its belching roar 
threatens whole countries with destruction, did this fair light 
appear; and yet, by degrees, it glowed with new brightness; grew 
stronger, broader, more continuous ; glittered like a stream of stars, 
soft and lovely indeed, yet spreading boldly over all the scene. 

After the attendant had a little while enjoyed the surprise of 
his guest, for they could clearly enough observe each other, their 
faces and forma as well as their path being illuminated by the 
light from the distance, — he began : " You see here, in truth, a 
curiona spectacle : these lights which, day and night, the whole 
year over, gleam and work under ground, forwarding the acqui- 
sition of concealed and scarcely attainable treasures ; these now 
mount and well forth from their abysses, and gladden the upper 
ight. Scarcely could one anywhere enjoy so brave a review as 
:e, where this most useful occupation, which in its subten-anean 
icealment is dispersed and hidden from the eye, rises before 

in its full completeness, and bespeaks a great secret combi- 
nation." 

Amid each spoecbea and thonghta, they had reached the spot 
where these 6re- brooks poured themselves into a sea of flame, 

■ounding a well-Hghted insular space. The "Wanderer placed 
the dazzling circle, witlW which, glittering lights by 
lOusands formed an imposing contrast with the miners, ranked 
lund it Hke a dark wall. Forthwith arose the gayest music, 
accompanied by becoming songa. Hollow masses of rock came 
forward on machinery, and opened a resplendent interior to the eye 
of the delighted spectator. Mimetic esbibitions, and whatever else 
at such a moment can gratify the multitude, combined with all 
this at once to excite and to aatiafy a cheerful attention. 

But with what astonishment was Wilhelm filled, when, on 
being introduced to the Superiors, be observed IMend Jamo, in 
solemn stately robes, among the number ! " Not in vain," cried 
Jamo, ' ' have I changed my former name with the more expressive 
"itle of Montau ; thou findest me here initiated in mountain and 
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cave; and now, if queBtioned, I could disclose asd explain tot! 
much that a year ago was still & riddle to myself." 



Ai this point our manuscripts forsake us : of the conversatJoi 
of these Mends there is nothing speciiied ; as httle caji we di» 
cover the connesioQ of what follows nest ; an incident of which k 
the aanae bundle, in the same paper, we find hrief notice : Thai i 
meeting had taken place hetween our Wanderer and Lothario i 
the Abbe, Unhappily, in this, as in so many other leaves, ' 
date has been neglected. 

Some piiHsages, iutroduced rather in the way of oxclamatici 
than of narrative, point to the high meaning of Eeniinciiition, 1^ 
which aiouo the first real entrance into life is conceivable. Then 
we come upon a Map, marked with several Arrows pointing towBrd 
one another ; and along with this we find, in a certain seqaeoce 
several days of the month written down ; so that we might fiuio} 
ourselves again walking in the real world, and moderately c 
as to the next part of our friend's route, were it not that here ala 
various marks and ciphers, appended in different ways, awoh 
Eome fear that a secret meaning at the bottom of it would foreve 
lie hid from us. 

But what drives us out of all historical composure, is th 
strange cii'cum stance, tbat immediately on all this there comes t 
the most improbable narration ; of a sort like those tales, i 
you long keep the hearer's curiosity on the stretch with a t 
of wonders, and at lust explain : That you were talking of ■ 
di'eam, Ilowover, we shall communicate without change whaE 
lies before us : 

" If hitherto we had continued in the metalliforous part of tho 
mountains, which externally is soft and by no means of a wild 
aspect, I was now conducted through precipitous aud scarcely 
passable rocks and chasms : at last I gained the topmost summit; 
a cliff, the peak of which afforded room only for a single person ; 
who, if he looked down from it into the horrid depth, might set 
furious moan tain -torrents foaming through black abysses. In th( 
present case, I looked down without giddiness or terror, for I wafl 
light of heart : but now my attention Used itself on some hugt 
crag8 rising opposite me, precipitous like my own, yet offering oi 

I summits a larger space of level. Though parted by a, motu- 




ins chasm, the jutting raasses came so near together that I 
distinctly enough, with the naked eye, observe several per- 
lons aEsembled on the summit. They were for most part ladies ; 
one of whom coming forward to the very verge, awakened in me 
double and treble anxiety, aa I became completely convinced that 
it was Natalia herself. The danger of such an unexpected inter- 
view ina-eiised every moment : but it grew boundless, when a per- 
8pective came before my eyea, and bronght me over to her, and her 
over to me. There is something magical at all times in perspec- 
tives. Were we not accustomed from youth to look through them, 
we should shudder and tremble every time we put them to our eyea. 
It is we who are looking, and it is not we ; a being it is whose 
organs are raised to a higher pitch, whose limitations are done 
away, who has become entitled to stretch forth into infinitude. 

" When, for example, we observe far-distant persons, by means 
of such an instnunent, and see them in unsuspicious thoughtless- 
ness foUowing their business as if they wei'e solitary and tin- 
watched, we could ahnost feel afraid lest they might discover us, 
and indignantly npbraid us for our treacherous curiosity. 

" And so likewise did I, hemmed in by a strange feeling, 
waver between proximity and distance, and from instant to instant 
tlltemate between the two. 

Those othera in their turn had obsoi-ved us ; as a signal 
Lth a white handkerchief put beyond a donbt. For a moment I 
" lyed in my answer to it ; finding myself thus close beside the 
being whom I adored. This is her pure benign form ; these are 
her taper arms, which once so helpfully appeared before me, after 
nnblcased sorrows and perplexities ; and at last too, though but 
for momenta, sjTupathisingly embraced me. 

" I saw distinctly enough that she too had a perspective, and 
was looking over to me ; and I failed not, by such tokens as stood 
at my command, to express the profession of a true and heartfelt 
attachment. 

"And as esperience teaches that remote objects, which we 
have once clearly recognised through a perspective, afterwards 
appear even to the naked eye as if standing shaped in distinct 
nearness ; be it that more accurate knowledge sharpens the sense, 
or that imagination supplies what is wanting; so now did I see 
this beloved being as accurately and distinctly as if I could have 
touched her ; though 'her company continued still irrecognisable. 
And as I was trampUng round my narrow station, straggling 
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towards her the more, the abyss was like to swallow me, had not_ 
a helpful hand laid hold of mine, and snatched me at o 
my danger and my faiieat happiness." 



Chapter XV. 

Here at last we again stej) on firmer ground, the localit 
which we can settle with some probability ; though EtUl ' 
there on our way there occui' a few uncertainties j which it is not 
in our power altogether to clear up. 

As Wilhelm, in order to reach any point of the line marked 
out by the first Arrow, had to proceed obliquely through the 
country, he found hiiliself necessitated to perform the journey on 
foot, leaving Ms luggage to be earned after him. For this walk 
of his, however, he was richly rewarded ; meeting at every step, 
quite unexpectedly, with loveliest tracts of scenery. They were of 
that sort, which the last slope of a mountain region forms in its 
meeting with the plain country ; bushy hills, their soft declivities 
employed in domestic use ; all level spaces green ; nowhere aught 
steep, unfroitfol or unploughed to be noticed. Ere long he reached 
the main valley, into which the side-waters flowed ; and this too 
was carefully cultivated, graceful when you looked over it ; with 
taper trees marking the bends of the river, and of the brooks which 
poured into it. On looking at his map, his indicator, be observed 
with eurpriee that the line drawn for him cut directly through this 
valley ; so that, in the first place, he was at least on the right road. 

An old castle, in good repair, and seemingly bmlt at different 
periods, stood forth on a bushy hill ; at the foot of which a gay 
hamlet stretched along, with its large inn rising prominent among 
the other houses. Hither he proceeded ; and was received by the 
landlord kindly enough, yet with an excuse that he could not he 
idmitted, unless by the pennission of a party who had hired the 
whole establishment for a time ; on which account he, the laud- 
lord, was under the necessity of sending all his gnests to the older 
inn, which lay farther uj) the hamlet. After a short conference, 
the man seemed to bethink himself, and said : " Indeed there is 
no one of them at home even now ; but this is Saturday, and the 
Bailiff will not fail to be here soon : he comes every week to settle 
the ficconnts of the last, and make arrangements for the next. 
Truly, there is a fair order reigns among these men, and 
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Bure in baying to do with them, thougb they are strict enongh : 
for if they yield one no great profit, it is sure and conatant," He 
then desired his new gaeat to amuse himself in the large upper 
hall, and await what farther might occur. 

Here Wilhehn, on entering, found a large clean apartment ; 
except for henches and tables, altogether empty. So much the 
more was he surprised to see a large tablet inserted above one of 
the doora, with these words marked on it in golden letters, Ubi 
homines sunt modi svnt ; which in modem tongue may signify, 
that where men combine in society, the way and manner in which 
they liie to be and to continue together ia directly established. 
This motto made our Wanderer think : he took it as a good omen ; 
finding here, expressed and confirmed, a principle which he had 
often, in the course of lift', perceived for himself to be fuithersome 
and reasonable. He had not waited long, when the Bailiff made 
hia appearance ; who being forewarned by the landlord, after a 
short conversation, and no very special scrutiny, admitted Wil- 
hehn on the following terms : To continue thi-ee days ; to parti- 
cipate quietly in whatever should occur ; and happen what might, 
to ask no questions about the reason, and at taking leave, to ask 
none about the score. All this our Traveller was obliged to com- 
ply with, the deputy not being allowed to yield in a single point. 

The Bailiff was about retiring, when a sound of vocal music 
rolled up the stairs : two pretty young men entered singing ; and 
theae the Bailiff, by a simple sign, gave to understand that their 
guest was accepted. Without interrupting their song, they kindly 
saluted the stranger, and continued their duet with the finest 
grace ; showing clearly enough that they were well trained, and 
complete masters of their art. As Wilhehn testified the most 
attentive interest, they paused and inquired : If in his own pedes- 
trian wanderings no song ever occurred to him, which he went 
along singing by himself? "A good voice," answered Wilhehn, 
" Nature has in truth denied me : yet I often feel as if a secret 
Genius wore whispering some rhythmic words in my oar ; so that, 
in walking, I move to musical measure : fancying, at the aame 
.e, that I hear low tones, accompanying some song, which, in 
18 way or another, has pleasantly risen before me." 

If you recollect auch a song, write it down for us," said 
they : " we shall see if we have skill to accompany your singing 
Demon." He took a leaf fi'om Ha note-hook, and handed them 
the following lines : 
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R'om tbe moontttina to tbe cliampaign. 

By tho glene und liillg alonp;, 
CamGB a rnBlling and a tramping, 

Cnmea a motion BS of Btmg : 
And this nndetennined roving 

BriugH deliglit, snd briup good heed ; 
And thy Btriving, be't with Laving, 
And thjr living, bo't in Deed I 
After brief atndy, there arose at once a gay marcliing melody, 
■wMch, in its repetition and restriction Btill stepping forward, hur- 
ried on the hearer with it : he was in donbt whether this was hia 
own tune, his former theme ; or one now for the first time bo 
fitted to the words, that no other movement was conceivable. 
The singere had for some time pleaaontlj proceeded in this man- 
ner, when two stout young fellows came in, whom, by their ac- 
coutrements, you directly recognised as masons ; two others, who 
followed them, being as evidently carpenters. These four, softly 
laying down their tools, listened to the music, and soon struck in 
with sure and decided voioea ; so that to the mind it seemed as 
if a real wayfaring company were stepping along over hill and 
Talley; and Wilhelm thought he had never hoard anything so 
graceful, bo enlivening to heart and mind. This enjoyment, how- 
ever, was to be increased yet farther, and raised to the highest 
pitch, by the entrance of a gigantic figure, mounting the stairs 
with B hard firm tread, which, vrith all his efforts, he conld scarcely 
moderate, A heavy-laden dorsel he directly placed in the comer ; 
himself he seated on a bench, which beginning to creak under liis 
weight, the others laughed, yet without going wrong in their masie. 
Wilhelm, however, was exceedingly surprised, when, vcith a hugd 
bass voice, this Son of Anak joined in also. The hall quivered ; 
and it wag to be observed that in his jiart he altered the burden, 
and sang it thus : 

Life's no resting, but a moving. 
Lot thy life he Deed on Deed I 

Farther, you could very soon perceive that he was drawing down I 
the time to a slower step, and forcing the rest to follow him. Of 1 
this, when at last they were satisfied and had concluded, they I 
accused him ; declaring he had tried to set them wrong, 

"Not at all!" cried he: "it is you who tried to i 
wrong; to put me out of my own step, which must be measured.! 
and sure, if I am to walk with my loading up hill and down dale, ' 
and yet, in the end, arrive at my appointed hour, to satisfy yooE 1 
wants." 
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One ftfter the other, these persons now passed into an adjoin- 
ing roof to the BaUiff; and Wilhelm easily observed that they 
were occupied in settling accounts ; a point, however, us to which 
lie was not allowed at present to inquire farther. Two fair lively 
boys in the mean while entered, and began covering a table in 
ail speed, moderately fumisbiug it with meat and wine ; and tbe 
Bailiff, coining out, invited them all to sit down along with him. 
Tbe hoys waited ; yet forgot not their own concern, but enjoyed 
their share in a standing posture. Wilhelm recollected witneas- 
iug simOar scenes during bis abode among the players ; yet the 
present company seemed to he of a much more serious cast ; con- 
stituted not oat of sport, for show, but with a view to important 
coDcemBofUfe. 

Tba conversation of tbe craftsmen with the Bailiff added 
Btrengtb to this conviction. These four active young people, it 
appeared, were busy in the neighbourhood, where a violent con- 
flagration bad destroyed tbe fuirest village in tho country; nor 
did Wilhelm fail to learn that the worthy Bailiff was employed in 
getting timber and other building materials ; all which looked the 
more enigmatical, as none of these persons seemed to be resident 
heiB, but in all other points announced themselves as transitory 
By way of conclusion to tbe meal, St, Christopher, 
■nch was the name they gave the giant, brought out, for good- 
oght, a dainty glass of wine, which had before been set aside : 
gay choral song kept tbe party still soma time together, after 
they were ottt of sight ; and then Wilhelm was at last conducted 
to a chamber of the loveliest aspect and situation. The full moon, 
enlightening a rich plain, was already np ; and in the bosom of 
our Wanderer it awoke remembrances of similar scenes. The 
spirits of all dear friends hovered past him ; especially the image 
of Lenardo rose in him so vividly, that he might have fancied the 
himself was standing before his eyes. All this had prepared 
rith its kind influences for nightly rest ; when, on a sudden, 
arose a tone of so strange a nature, that it almost frightened 
It sounded as fi'om a distance, and yet seemed to be in tbe 
se itself; for the building qaivered many times, and the floors 
Vberated when the sound rose to its highest pitch. Wilhelm, 
gh his ear was usually delicate in discriminating tones, could 
nothing of this : he compared it to the droning roar of a 
organ-pipe, which, for sheer compass, produees no deter- 
te note. Whether this nocturnal terror passed away towards 
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momiDg, or Wilhelm by degrees became accnatomed to the soand, 
and no longer heeded it, is diOicnlt to discover : at any rate, h^ 
fell asleep ; and was in due time pleasantly a'wakeued by th^ 
rising son. 

Scarcely had one of the boys who were in waiting broiighfr 
him breakfast, when a figure entered, whom he had already no- 
ticed last night at supper, without clearly ascertaining hia quality. 
A well-formed, broad-shouldered, yet nimble man ; who now, by 
the implements which he spread out, announced himself as Bar- 
ber, and forthwith prepared for performing his much-desired office 
on "Wilhelm. For the rest, he was quite silent : and with a light 
hand he went through his task, without once having opened 1 ' 
lips. "Wilhelm therefore began, and said : " Of your art yon a 
completely master ; and I know not that I have ever had a softei 
razor on my cheeks ; at the same time, however, you appear t 
be a strict observer of the laws of the Society." 

Roguishly smiling, layiog his finger on his lips, the tacitoj 
shaver glided through the door. *' By my sooth," cried "Wilheln 
after him, " I think you must be old Redcloak; if not himself, s 
least a descendant of his ; it is lucky for you that you ask no countei 
service of me ; your turn would have been but sorrily done." 

No sooner had this curious personage retired, than the wettJ 
known Bailiff came in, inviting our friend to dinner for this dayj 
in words which sounded pretty strange : the Bond, so said thffl 
speaker expressly, gave the stranger welcome ; requested his com^ 
pany at dinner ; and took pleasure in the hope of being mor^ 
closely connected with him. Inquiries were then made as to tha] 
guest's health, and how he was contented with his entertainment ; 
to all which he could only answer in terms of satisfaction. He 
would, in truth, have liked much to ask of this man, as previously 
of the silent Barber, some information touching the horrid sound 
which throughout the night had, if not tormented, at least dis- 
composed him ; but, mindful of Ms engagement, he forbore all 
qnestions ; hoping that, without importunity, from the good-vriU^^« 
of the Society, or in some other accidental way, he might b^ in^H 
formed according to bis wishes. i ^H 

Our friend novr, when left aloue, began to reflect on the str/angS'^^ 
person who had sent him this invitation, and knew not well iwhat 
to make of the matter. To designate one or more superioirs by 
a neuter noun, seemed to him a somewhat precarious mojde trf 
speech. For the rest, there was such a stillness all roundj thatj 



lie could not recollect of ever having passed a stiller Sniiday. He 
went out of doora ; and, hearing a sound of beDs, vralked tovfarda 
the village. Mass was just over ; and among the villagers and 
country-people crowding out of church, he observed three ac- 
quaintances of last night ; a mason, a carpenter and a boy. 
Farther on, he met among the Protestant worshippers the other 
eorreeponding thi-ee. How the rest managed their devotion was 
Tmknown to him : but so much he thought himself entitled to con- 
clude, that in this Society a full religious toleration was practised. 

About mid-day, at the castle-gate, he was met by the Bailiff; 
who then conducted hi'm through various halls into a large ante- 
chamber, and there desii'ed him to talce a seat. Many persona 
passed through into an adjoining hall. Those already known 
were to be seen among them ; St. Christopher himself went by : 
all saluted the Bailifl' and the stranger. But what struck our 
Mend moat in this affair was, that the whole party seemed to 
consist of ai'tisans : all dressed in the usual fashion, though ex- 
ti-emely neat and clean : a few among the number you might at 
most perhaps have reckoned of the clerk species. 

No more gaests now making their appearance, the Bailiff led 
our friend through the stately door into a spacious hall. Here 
a table of immense length had been covered ; past the lower end 
of which he was conducted, towards the head, where he saw three 
persons standing in a cross direction. But what was his astonish- 
ment when he approached, and Lenardo, scarcely yet recognised, 
fell upon his neck. From this surprise he had not recovered, 
when another person, vrith no leas warmth and vivacity, likewise 
embraced him ; announcing himself as our strange Friedrich, Na- 
talia's brother. The rapture of these friends diffused itself over 
all present : an exclamation of joy and blessing sounded along the 
whole table. But in a moment, the company being seated, all 
again became silent ; and the repast, served up with a certain 
solemnity, was enjoyed iu like manner. 

Towards the conclusion of the ceremony, Lenardo gave a sign: 
two singers rose ; and Wilhelm was exceedingly surprised to hear 
in this place his yesternight's song; which we, for tho sake of 
what follows, shall beg permission to insert once more : 
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From the monntauiB to the cliampa^gii, 
B; the glcDH and hills oJong, 

Comes a nistlitig and a trumping, 
Comea a molioa bb of ioog : 



And tills nndetenniued roiins 

BriogB delight, and bringE good becd ; 
And thj Blriring, be't with Loving, 

And thy living, be't in Dead ! 

Scarcely had this duet, accompanied by a chorus of agreeaby 
Eumher, approached its conclusion, when two other singerB, 
the opposite side, started up impetuouBly ; and, with earoest 
vehemence, inverted rather than continued the song ; to WilJ 
Jidrn's astonishment, proceeding thus : 

For the tie is snapt aennder, 

Trast and loving hope are fled ; 
Can 1 toll, in fear and wonder. 

With what dnngerB round hcstod, 
I, cut off team frlL'nd and brother, 

Like the widow in her woe. 
With the one and not the other. 

How mj WHttiy way mnst go 1 

The chorus, taking up this strophe, grew more and tnon 
nnmeroua, more and more vociferoua ; and yet the voice of 8t. ' 
Christopher, from the bottom of tho tahlo, could still be distinctly 
recognised among them. The lamentation, in the end, roae 
almost to be frightful : a spirit of dispiritment, combining with 
the akilfiil execution of the singers, introduced something un- 
natural into the whole, so that it pained our friend, and almoBt 
made him shudder. In tnith, they all seemed perfectly of one 
mind ; and as if lamenting their own fate on the eve of a sepa- 
ration. The strange repetitions, the frequent resuscitation of a 
fatiguing song, at length became dangerous iu the eyes of tba 
Bond itself : Lenardo rose, and all instantly sat down, alnnpth 
breaking off their hymn. The other, with friendly words, tlin 
began: ] 

" Indeed I cannot blame you for continually recalling to jon( 
minds the destiny which stands before us all, that bo, at any hooj 
you may be ready for it. If aged and lifeweary men have calleii 
to their neighbours : Think of dying ! we younger and lifelovi 
men may well keep encouraging and reminding one another «it| 
the cheerful words : Think of wandering ! Yet, withal, of a thi 
which we either voluntarily undertake, or believe ourselves co; 
strained to, it were well to speak with cheerfulness and model 
tion. You yourselves know beet what, in our situatioD, is fist 
and what is movable : let us enjoy the former too, in Bprigbt| 
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and gay toties ; and to its Bueceas be this parting cnp now drnnk ! " 
He emptied Ma glasa, and sat down : the four Hingers mstantly 
Tose, and in flowing connected tones thus began : 



I 



Eeep not Btandlcg Ilx'd and rooted, 

Briskly Tenture. briakly roam : 
Heml nnd hnnd, whore'ar thon foot it, 

And Btoat heart, are still at home. 
In eg,cli laud tbe ehd does visit 

We are gaj, whate'er betidB : 
To give room for wand'ring is it 

Tliat the world was made so wide. 



As the chorus struck in with its repetition of these lines, 
Lenardo rose, with him all the rest. Hia nod set the whole com- 
pany into singing movement ; those at the lower end marched 
out, St. Christopher at their bead, in pairs through the hall ; and 
the uplifted wanderers' song grew clearer and freer, the &jt;her 
they proceeded ; prodacing at last a particularly good effect, when, 
from the terraces of the castle- garden, you looked down over the 
broad vaUey, in whose fiibiesa and beauty you might well have 
liked to lose yourself. "While the multitude were dispersing this 
way and that, according to their pleasure, Wilheho was made 
acquainted with the third Superior. This was the Amtmann ; 
by whose kind influence many favours had been done the Society; 
in particular, the Castle of hia patron the Count, situated among 
several families of rank, bad been given up to their use, so long 
as they might think fit to tarry here. 

Towards evening, wliile the friends were in a far-seeing grove, 
there came a portly figure over tbe threshold, whom Wilbelm ati 
once recognised as the Barber of this naoraiug. To a low mute 
bow of the man, Lenardo answered : "You now come, as always, 
at the right season ; and will not delay to entertain us with your 
talent. I may be allowed," continued he, turning towards Wil- 
bebn, " to give you some knowledge of our Society, the Bond of 
which I may flatter myself that I am. No one enters our circle 
nnless he have some talents to show, which may contribnte to the 
use or enjoyment of society in general. This man is an excellent 
Burgeon ; of his skill as a beard-artist yon yom'self can testify : 
for these reasons he is no less welcome than necessary to ns. 
Now, as his employment usually brings with it a great and often 
burdensome garrulity, he has engaged, for the sake of bis own 
culture, to comply with a certain condition ; as, indeed, every 
one that means to live with us must agree to constrain himself 
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in some particnlar point, if the greater freedom be left him in all 
other points. Accordingly our Barber has renounced the nse of. 
his tongue, in so far as aught common or casual ia to be ex- 
pressed by it : but by this means, another gift of speech has been 
unfolded in bom, which acts by forethought, cunningly and plea- 
Burably ; I mean the gift of narration. 

" His life is rich in wonderful experiences, which he used to 
spht in pieces, babbling of them at wrong times ; but which hfr 
now, constrained by silence, repeats and arranges in his quiet 
thought. This also his power of imagination now forwards, lend- 
ing life and movement to past occurrences. With no common art 
and skill, he can relate to us gennine Antiijuo Tales, or modem 
stories of the same fabnlous cast ; thereby at the aight hour afford' 
ing ua a most pleasant entertainment, when I loose his tongue 
for Mm ; which I now do ; giving him, at the same time, tluB 
praise, that in the considerable period dnring which I have known 
him, be has never once been guilty of a repetition. I cannot feat 
hope that, in the present case, for love and respect to our deal 
guest, be will especially distinguish himself." 

A sprightly cheerfiilneBS spread over Kedcloak's face ; and 
without delay be began speaking as follows. 



Chapter XVI, 

THE NEW MELU8INA, 

" Kebpected gentlemen ! Being aware that preliminary 
speeches and introductions are not much to your taste, I shafl 
without farther talk assure you, that in the present instance, I 
hope to fulfil your commission moderately well. From me has. 
many a true histoiy gone forth already, to the high and univeraal 
satisfaction of bearers : but, today I may assert, that I have one 
to tell, which far surpasses the former ; and which, though it 
happened to me several years ago, still disquiets mo in recollect- 
ing it, nay stiU gives hope of some farther development. 

" By way of introduction, let me confess, that I have not al-* 
ways so arranged my scheme of life as to be certain of the next 
period in it, or even of the next day. In my youth, I was nff 
first-rate economist ; and often found myself in manifold pe 
plexity. At one time I nndertook a jouniey, thinking to derii 
good profit in the course of it : but the scale I went upon vn 
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too liberal ; and after having commeiiced my travel vdth Estra- 
poat, and then prosecuted it for a time in the Diligence, I at last 
found myself obliged to front the end" of it on foot. 

" Like a gay young hlade, it had been from of old my custom 
on entering any inn, to look round for tlie landlady, or even the 
cook, and wheedle myself into favoor with her ; whereby, for most 
part, my shot was somewhat reduced, 

" One night at dusk, as I was entering the Poat-honse of a 
little town, and purposing to set about my customary operations, 
there came a fair double-seated coach with four horses rattling 
up to the door behind me. I turned round ; and observed in it 
a young lady, without maid, without servants. I hastened to 
open the carnage for her, and to ask if I could help her in any- 
thing. On stepping out, a fair form displayed itself; and her 
lovely countenance, if you looked at it narrowly, was adorned with 
a alight shade of soitow. I again asked if there was aught I 
conld do for her. ' yes !' said she, ' if you will lift that little 
Box carefully, which you will find standing on the seat, and bring 
it in : hut I heg very much of you to carry it with all steadiness, 
and not to move or shake it in the least.' I took out the Box 
with great care ; she shut the coach-door ; we walked np-staira 
together, and she told the servants that she was to stay here for 
the night. 

" We were now alone in the chamber : ahe desired me to put 
the Box on the table, which was standing at the wall ; and as, by 
several of her movements, I observed that she wished to be alone, 
I took my leave, reverently but warmly kissing her hand. 

" ' Order sitpper for us two,' said she then : and you may well 
conceive vfith what pleasure I executed the commission ; scarcely 
deigning, in my pride of heart, to cast even a side-look on land- 
lady aud meniala. With impatience I expected the moment that 
was to lead me back to her. Supper was served ; we took our 
seats opposite each other ; I refreshed my heart, for the first 
time during a considerable while, with a good meal ; and no less 
with so desirable a sight beside me ; nay it seemed as if she 
were growing fairer and fairer every moment. 

' Her cbnversation was pleasant ; yet she carefully waved 
kitever had reference to affection and love. The cloth was re- 
wed : I still lingered, I tried all sorts of manceuvres to get 

r her : but in vain ; she kept me at my distance, by a certain 
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dignity whicli I eoiilil not withataud ; nay against my will, I had 
to part from her at a rather early hont. 

" After a night paased^ waking or tmrestfully dreaming, I 
Tose early ; inquired whether she had ordered horses ; and learn- 
ing that she had not, I walked into the garden, saw her gtanding 
dressed at the window, and hastened np to her. Here, as she 
looked 80 fair, and fairer than ever, Jove, roguery and andadty 
all at once started iuto motion within me : I rushed towards her, 
and clasped her in my arms. ' Angelic, irresistible being,' cried 
I, ' pardon ! hat it ia impossiblo — !' "With incredible dexterity 
she whisked herself out of my arms, and I had not even time to 
imprint a kiss on her cheek. 'Forbear such outbreakiuga of a 
sudden foolish passion,' said she, ' if you would not scare away a 
happiness which lies close beside you, but which cannot be lad 
hold of till after some trials." 

"'Ask of mo what thou ploaaest, angelic spirit!' cried I: 
* but do not drive me to despair.' She answered with a amiJc : 
' If you mean to devote yourself to my service, hear the terms. I 
am come hither to visit a lady of my friends, and with her I pur- 
pose to continue for a time : in the mean while, I could wish that 
my carriage and this Box were taken forward. Will you engage 
with it ? You have nothing to do, but carefully to lift the Box 
into the carriage and out ; to sit down beside it, and punctnallj 
tfdie charge that it receive no harm. When you enter an inn, it 
ia pat upon a table, in a chamber by itself, in which you must 
neither sit nor sleep. Yon lock the chamber-door with this key, 
which will open and shut any lock, and has the peculiar property, 
that no lock shut by it can be opened in the interim.' 

" I looked at her ; I felt strangely enough at heart : I pro- 
mised to do all, if I might hope to see her soon, and if she wonid 
seal this hopo to me with a kiss. She did so ; and from that 
moment, I had become entirely her bondman. I was now to 
order horses, she said. We settled the way I was to take ; the 
places where I was to wait, and expect her. She at last pressed 
8 purse of gold into my hand, and I pressed my lips on the fair 
hand that gave it me. She seemed moved at parting ; and fof 
me, I no longer knew what I was doing or was to do. 

" On my return from giving my orders, I found the room-door 
locked. I directly tried my master-key, and it performed its dnty 
perfectly. The door flew up : I found the chamber empty ; oaif 
the Box standing on the table where I had laid it. 
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Tlie carriage drove np : I carried the Box carefully do^ra 
■with me, and placed it hy my side. The hostess asked : 'Where 
the lady, then ?' A child answered : ' She is gone into the 
Hown.' I notlded to the people : and rolled off in trinmph from 
L4he door, which I had last night entered with dusty gaiters. That 
in my hours of leisure I diligently meditated on this adventure, 
eounted my money, laid many schemes, and still now and then 
kept glancing at the Box, you vtHI readily imagine. I posted right 
forward ; passed several stages without alighting ; and rested not 
till I had reached a conaiderahle town, where my fair one had 
appointed me to wait. Her commands hadheen pointedly oheyed : 
the Box always carried to a separate room, and two wax candles 
lighted beside it, for such also had been her order, I would then 
lock the chamber ; establish myself in my own, and take such 
comfort as the place afforded. 

" For a while I was able to employ myself with thinking of 
her : bnt by degrees the time began to hang heavy on my hands. 
I was not used to live without companions : these I soon fonnd, 
at tablea-d'hote, in coffee-houses and public places, altogether to 
my wish. In such a mode of living my money began to melt 
ftway; and one night, it vanished entirely trom my purse, in a fit 
of passionate gaming, which I had not had the prudence to aban- 
don. Void of money ; with the appearance of a rich man, expect- 
ing a heavy bill of charges ; uncertain whether and when my fair 
one would again make her appearance, I felt myseK in the deepest 
embarrassment. Doubly did I now long for her ; and believe that, 
'"lOnt her and her gold, it was quite impossible for me to live. 
After supper, which I had relished very little, being forced 
for this time to consume it in solitude, I took to walking violently 
np and down my room : I spoke aloud to myself, cursed my folly 
with horrid execrations, throw myself on the floor, tore my hair, 
" indeed behaved in the most outrageous fashion. Suddenly, 
the adjoining chamber where the Box was, I heard a slight 
rement, and then a soft knocking at the woll-bolted door, which 
itered from my apartment. I gather myself, grope for my mas- 
ter-key ; but the door-leaves fly up of themselves ; and in the 
splendour of those burning wax-lights enters my Beauty. I cast 
myself at her feet, kiss her robe, her hands ; she raises me ; I 
venture not to clasp her, scarcely to look at her ; but candidly 
and repentantly confess to her my fault. ' It is pardonable,' said 
only it postpones your happiness and mine. You must 
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now make another tour into the world before we can meet agai 
Here is more money,' contiuued she, 'sufficient if yoa husbai 
it with any kind of reason. But as wine and play have bronghf 
you into this perplexity, bo on your guard in fiitui'e against v ' 
and women, and let me hope for a glad meeting when the t 
comes.' 

" She retired over the threshold ; the door-leavea flew 1 
gether : I knocked, I entreated ; but nothing farther stirred. Nei 
morning, while presenting his bill, the waiter smiled, and eaida 
' So we have found out at last, then, why yon lock your door in 
80 artful and incomprehensible a way, that no master-key o 
open it. We supposed yon must have much money and precioirt 
ware laid up by you : but now we have seen your treasure v " ' _ 
down-stairs ; and in good truth it seemed worthy of being well kept.*! 

" To this I answered nothing ; but paid my reckoning, i 
mounted with my Box into the carnage. I again rolled forth inta 
the world, with the firmest resolution to he heedful in fatore a 
the warning given me by my fair and mysterious friend. ScarcelyJ 
however, hod I once more reached a large town, when forthwiUi 
I got acquainted with certain interesting ladies, from whom ] 
absolutely could not tear myself away. They seemed inclined t 
make me pay dear for their favour : for while they still kept r 
at a certain distance, they led me into one expense after 1 
other ; and I, being anxious only to promote their satis factioi^B 
once more ceased to think of my purse, but paid and spent straight- 
forward, as occasion needed. But how great was my astonish- 
ment and joy, when, after some weeks, I obser^'ed that the fulness 
of my store was not in the least diminished, that my purse v 
still as round and crammed as ever ! Wishing to obtain mi 
strict knowledge of this pretty quality, I set myself down t<>n 
count; I accurately marked the sum; and again proceeded in my I 
joyoaa life as before. We had no want of excursions by land, and I 
excm-sions hy water ; of dancing, singing and other recreations. F 
But now it required small attention to observe that the purse waal 
actually diminishing ; as if by my cursed counting I had robbed 
it of the property of being uncountable. However, this gay modt 
of existence had been once entered on ; I could not draw back J;: 
and yet my ready money soon verged to a close. I execrated n 
sitnation ; upbraided my fair friend, for having so led me into 
temptation ; took it as an offence that she did not again aboi 
"f to me; renounced, in my spleen, all duties towards berf« 
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and resolved to break open the Bos, and see if peradventnre any 
help might be found there. I was just about proceeding with ray 
purpose : but I put it off till night, that I might go through the 
business with full composure ; and, iu the mean time, I hastened 
off to a banquet, for which this was the appointed hour. Here 
again we got into a high key ; the wine and trumpet-sounding 
had flushed me not a little, when by the most villanous luck it 
chanced, that during the dessert, a former friend of my dearest 
lair one, returning from a journey, entered unexpectedly, placed 
himself beside her, and, without much ceremony, set about assert- 
ing his old privileges. Hence very soon arose ill-humour, quar- 
relling and battle : we plucked out our spits ; and I was carried 
home half dead of several wounds. 

" The surgeon had bandaged me and gone away : it was fai 
in the night ; my sick nurse had fallen asleep ; the door of the 
Bide-room went up ; my fair mysterious friend came in, and sat 
down by me on the bed. She asked how I was : I answered not, 
for I was fault and sullen. She continued speaking with much 
sympathy : she rubbed my temples with a certain balsam, whereby 
I felt myself rapidly and decidedly strengthened, so strengthened 
that I could now get angry and upbraid her. In a violent speech 
I threw all the blame of my misfortune on her ; on the passion 
Bhe had inspired me with ; on her appearing and vanishing, and 
the tedium, the longing which in such a case I could not but feel. 
I waxed more and more vehement, as if a fever had been coming 
on ; and I swore to her at last, that if she would not bo mine, 
would not now abide with me and wed me, I had no wish to live 
any longer ; to all which I required a peremptory answer. As she 
lingered and held back with her explanation, I got altogether be- 
Bide myself, and tore oft" my double and triple bandages, in the 
firmest resolution to bleed to death. But what was my amaze- 
ment, when I found all my wounds healed, my skin smooth and 
entire, and this fair friend in my arms ! 

" Henceforth we were the happiest pair in the world. We 
both begged pardon of each other, without either of ua rightly 
knowing why. She now promised to travel on along with me : 
and BOon we were sitting side by side in the carriage ; the little 
Box lying opposite us on the other seat. Of this I had never 
Bpoken to her, nor did I now think of speaking, though it lay 
there before our eyes ; and both of us, by tacit agreement, took 
oborgQ of it, as circumstances might require ; I, however, still 
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<;arrjing it to and from the carriage, and busying myself^ m0 fixr- 
merly, with the locking of the doors. 

'' So long as aught remained in my purse, I had continobed to 
pay : but when my cash went done, I signified the fact to her. 
' That is easily helped/ said she, pointing to a couple of littid 
pouches fixed at the top, to the sides of the carriage. These I 
had often observed before, but never turned to use. She put her 
hand into the one, and pulled out some gold pieces, as from tha 
other some coins of silver ; thereby showing me the possibility of 
meeting any scale of expenditure, which we might choose to adopt* 
And thus we journeyed on from town to town, from land to land; 
contented with each other and with the world : and I fancied not 
that she would again leave me ; the less so, that for soma time 
she had evidently been as loving wives wish to be, a circumstance 
by which our happiness and mutual affection was increased still 
fjEurther. But one morning, alas, she could not be found : and as 
my actual residence, without her company, became displeasing, I 
again took the road with my Box ; tri^ the virtue of the two 
pouches, and found it still unimpaired. 

' ' My journey proceeded without accident. But if I had hitherto 
paid little heed to the mysteries of my adventure, expecting a na- 
tural solution of the whole, there now occurred something which 
threw me into astonishment, into anxiety, nay into fear. Being 
wont, in my impatience for change of place, to hurry forward day 
and night, it was often my hap to be travelling in the dark : and 
when the lamps, by any chance, went out, to be left in utter ob- 
scurity. Once in the dead of such a night, I had fallen asleep ; 
and on awakening I observed the glimmer of a light on the cover- 
ing of my carriage. I examined this more strictly, and found that 
it was issuing from the Box ; in which there seemed to be a chink^ 
as if it had been chapped by the warm and dry weather of sum- 
mer, which was now come on. My thoughts of jewels again came 
into my head ; I supposed there must be some carbuncle lying in 
the Box, and this point I forthwith set about investigating. I 
postured myself as well as might be, so that my eye was in im* 
mediate contact with the chink. But how great was my surprise, 
when a fair apartment, well lighted, and furnished with much taste 
and even costliness, met my inspection, just as if I had been loot- 
ing down through the opening of a dome into a royal saloon ! A. 
fire was burning in the grate ; and before it stood an arm-chair* 
I held my breath and continued to observe. And now there en- 
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"tered from the other side of the apartment a lady with a book iu 
her hand, whom I at once recognised for my wife, though her 
figure was contracted into the extreme of diminution. She sat 
down in the chaii by the fire to read ; she trimmed the coals with 
the moat dainty pair of tongs; and in the course of her movements, 
I could clearly perceive that this fairest little creature was also in 
the family way. But now I waa obliged to shift my constrained 
posture a little ; and the uest moment, when I bent down to look 
in again, and convince myself that it was no dream, the light had 
vanished, and my eye rested on empty darknesB- 

"How amazed, nay terrified I was, you may easily conceive. 
I started a thousand thoughts on this discovery, and in truth 
could think nothing. In the midst of this, I fell asleep ; and on 
awakening, I fencied that it must have been a mere dream ; yet 
I felt myself in some degree estranged from my fair one ; and 
though I watched over the Box but so much the more carefully, 
I know not whether the event of her re -appearance in human size 
was a thing which I should wish or dread. 

"After some time she did in fact re-appeai: one evening, in 
s white robe, ahe camo ghding in ; and as it was just then grow- 
ing dusky in my room, sho seemed to me taller than when I had 
seen her last : and I remembered having heai'd that all beings of 
the mermaid and gnome species increased in stature very per- 
ceptibly at the fall of night. She flew, as usual, to my anus ; 
but I could not with right gladness press her to my obstructed 
breast, 

" ' My dearest,' said she, ' I now feel by thy reception of me, 
what, aks, I already knew too well. Thou hast seen me iu the 
interim : thou art acquainted with the state in which, at certain 
times, I find myself; thy happiness and mine is interrupted, nay 
it stands on the brink of being annihilated altogethor. I must 
leave thee ; and I know not whether I shall ever see thee again.' 
Her presence, the grace witli which she spoke, directly banished 
from my memory almost every trace of that vision, which indeed 
Iiad already hovered before me as little more than a dream. I 
addressed her with kind vivacity, convinced her of my passion, 
assured her that I was innocent, that my discovery was aoci- 
dental ; in short, I so managed it that she appeared composed, 

K endeavoured to compose me. 
" ' Try thyself strictly,' said she, ' whether this discovery has 
hnit thy love, whether thou canst forget that I live in two 
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forms beside thee, whether the diminution of my being will not 
also contract thy affection.' 

" I looked at her : she was fairer than ever ; and I thought 
within myself: Is it so great a misfortune, after all, to have a 
wife who from time to time becomes a dwarf, so that one can 
carry her about with him in a casket ? Were it not much worse 
if she became a giantess, and put her husband in the box ? My 
gaiety of heart had returned. I would not for the whole world 
have let her go. 'Best heart,' said I, *let us be and continue 
ever as we have been. Could either of us wish to be better? 
Enjoy thy conveniency ; and I promise thee to guard the Box 
vrith so much the more faithfalness. Why should the prettiest 
sight I have ever seen in my life make a bad impression on me ? 
How happy would lovers be, could they but procure such minia- 
ture pictures ! And after all, it was but a picture, a little sleight- 
of-hand deception. Thou art trying and teasing me : but thou 
shalt see how I will stand it.' 

'* ' The matter is more serious than thou thinkest,' said the 
fair one : ' however, I am truly glad to see thee take it so lightly; 
for much good may still be awaiting us both. I will trust in thee ; 
and for my own part do my utmost : only promise me that thou 
wilt never mention this discovery by way of reproach. Another 
prayer likewise I most earnestly make to thee : Be more than 
ever on thy guard against wine and anger.' 

'* I promised what she. required; I could have gone on pro- 
mising to all lengths ; but she herself turned aside the conversa- 
tion ; and thenceforth all proceeded in its former routine. We 
had no inducement to alter our place of residence : the town was 
large, the society various ; and the fine season gave rise to many 
an excursion and garden festival. 

*' In all such amusements the presence of my wife was wel- 
come, nay eagerly desired, by women as well as men. A kind in- 
sinuating manner, joined with a certain dignity of bearing, secured 
to her on all hands praise and estimation. Besides, she could 
play beautifully on the lute, accompanying it with her voice ; and 
no social night could be perfect, unless crowned by the graces of 
this talent. 

*' I will be free to confess that I have never got much good of 
music ; on the contrary, it has always rather had a disagreeable 
effect on me. My fair one soon noticed this, and accordingly, 
when by ourselves, she never tried to entertain me by such means : 
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^^pt return, however, sho appeared to iudemnify herself while in 
^^pociety, where indeed she always found a crowd of admirers. 
^B "And now, why should I deny it, our late dialogue, in apite 
of my beat intentions, had hy no means sufficed to aholiah the 
matter within me : on the contrary, my temper of mind had hy 
degrees got into the strangest tune, almost without my being 
conaciouB of it. One night, in a large company, this hidden 
grudge broke loose, and by its consequences produced to myself 
the greatest damage. 

" When I look back on it now, I in fact loved my beauty for 
less, after that unlucky discovery : I was also grooving jealous of 
her ; a whim that had never struck me before. This night at 
table, I found myseK placed very much to my mind beside my 
two neighbours, a couple of ladies, who, for some time, had ap- 
peared to me very charming. Amid jesting and soft small talk, 
I was not sparing of my wine : while, on the other side, a pair of 
musical dilettanti had got hold of my wife, and at last contrived 
to lead the company into singing separately, and hy way of chorus. 
TMa put me into ill-humour. The two amatenrs appeared to me 
impertinent ; the singing vexed me ; and when, as my turn came, 
they even requested a solo-strophe from me, I grew truly indig- 
nant, I emptied my glass, and set it down again with no soft 
movement. 

" The grace of my two fair neighbours soon pacified me, in- 
deed ; but there is an evil nature in wrath, when once it is set 
a-going. It went on fermenting within me, though all things 
were of a kind to induce joy and complaisance. On the contrary, 
I waxed more splenetic than ever when a lute was produced, and 
my fair one began fingering it and singing, to the admiration of 
all the rest. Unhappily, a general silence was requested. So 
then, I was not even to talk any more ; and these tones were 
going through me like a toothache. Was it any wonder that, at 
last, the Hmallest spark should blow-up the mine ? 

" The songsti'ess had just ended a song amid the loudest 
applauses, when she looked over to me ; and this truly with the 
most io\'ing face in the world. Unluckily, its lovingness could 
not penetrate so far. She perceived that I had just gulped down 
a cup of wine, and was pouring out a fresh one. With her right 
fore-finger she beckoned to me in kind threatening. ' Consider 
that it is wine !' said she, not louder than for myself to hear it, 
■' Water is for mermaids 1' cried I. — ' My ladies," said she ta 
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my neighbours, ' crown the cup with all your gracefulness, that 
it be not too often emptied/ — ' You will not let your&elf be 
tutored?' whispered one of them in my ear, — 'What oils the 
Dwarf?' cried I, with a more \iolent gesture, in wbieh I oyer- 
set the gUss. — 'Ah, what you have Bpilt !' cried the parage 
of women ; at the same time, twanging her etringa, as if to lea4 
back the attention of the company from this disturbance to her- 
self. Her attempt succeeded ; the more completely as she row 
to her feet, Beomingly that ahe might play with greater con- 
venience, and iu this attitude continued preluding. 

"At eight of the red wine running over the tabk-cloth, I re- 
turned to myself. I perceived the great &.ult I had been guilty 
of; and it cut me through the very heart. Never till now bad 
music spoken to me : the first verso she sang was a friendly good- 
night to the company, here as they were, aa they might still (ed 
themselves together. With the next verse they became as if scat- 
tered asunder ; each felt himself solitary, separated, no one coul4 
fancy that he was present any longer. But what shall I aay of 
the last verse ? It was directed to me atone ; the voice of injund 
Love bidding farewell to Morosenesa and Caprice 

' ' In silemie I conducted her home ; foreboding no gouL- 
Scarcely, however, had we reached our chamber, when she ' 
to show herseK exceedingly kind and graceful, nay even roguieb;, 
ahe made me the happiest of all men. 

" Next morning, in high apiiits and full of love, I said to 
her : ' Thou hast so often sung, when asked in company ; as, for 
example, thy touching ferewell song last night. Come now, for 
my sake, and sing me a dainty gay welcome to this morning hoax, 
that we may feel aa if we wei-e meeting for the firet time.' 

" ' That I may not do, my friend,' said she serioualy. ' The 
song of last night referred to our parting, which must now forth- 
with taka place : for I can only tell thee, the violation of tliy 
promise and oath will have the worst consequences for ns bolb ; 
titoa hast scoffed away a great felicity, and I too must renounce 
my deai^est wishes,' 

" Aa I now pressed and entreated her to explain heraelf hlotA 
clearly, she answered : ' That, alas, I can well do ; for, at aH. 
events, my continuance with thee is over. Hear, then, what £ 
would rather have concealed to the latest times. The form, under 
which thou aawest uLe in the Box, is mj natural and proper form : 
for I am of the race of King Eckwald, the dread Sovereign of Uio 
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Dwmfe, concerning whom authentic History has recorded bo much. 
Our people are etUl as of old kborioua and busy, and therefore 
■easy to govern. Thou must not fiincy that the Dwarfs are behind- 
h&nd in their manuiaeturjiig skill. Swords which followed the foe, 
■when you cast them after him ; inviaihlo and myeterioosly bin&ig 
chains ; impenetrable shields, and suchlike wore, in old times, 
formed their staple produce. But now they chiefly employ them- 
selves with articles of convenience and ornament ; in which truly 
they surpass all people of the Earth. I may well say, it would 
astonish thee to walk through our workshops and warehouses. All 
this would be right and good, were it not that with the whole 
nation in general, but more particularly with the royal lamily, 
there is one peculiar circumstance connected.' 

"She paused for a nionient ; and I again begged farther light 
OD these wonderful secrets ; which accordingly she forthwith pro- 
ceeded to grttnt. 

" ' It is well known,' said she, ' that God, so soon as he had 
created the world, and the ground was dry, and the mountains 
were standing bright and glorious, that God, I say, thereupon, in 
first place, created the Dwarfs ; to the end that there 

:ht be reasonable beings also, who, in their passages and 
,sms, might contemplate and adore his wonders in the inward 
parts of the £arth. It is farther well known, that this little race 
by degrees became uplifted in heart, and attempted to acquire the 
dominion of the Earth ; for which reason God then created the 
Dragons, in order to drive hack the Dwai-fs into their mountains. 
Now, as the Dragons themselves were wont to nestle m the large 
caverns and clefts, and dwell there ; and many of them, too, were 
in the habit of spitting fire, and working much other mischief, the 
poor httle Dwarfs were by this means thrown into exceeding straits 
and distress, so that not knowing what in the world to do, they 
humbly and fervently turned to God, and called to him in prayer, 
that be would vouchsafe to abolish this mu^lean Dragon genera- 
tion. But though it consisted not with hia wisdom to desti'oy bis 
own creatures, yet the heavy sufferings of the poor Dwarfs so 
moved bis compassion, that anon he created the Giants, ordaining 
them to fight these Dragons, and if uot root them out, at least 
lessen their numbers. 

" ' Now, no sooner had the Giants got moderately well through 
witli the Dragons, than theii' hearts also began to wax wanton ; 
1, in their presumption, they practised much tyranny, especi- 



1^ 



800 meister's travels. 

ally on the good little Dwarfs, who then once more in their need 
turned to the Lord ; and he, by the power of his hand, created 
the Knights, who were to make war on the Giants and Dragons, 
and to live in concord with the Dwarfs. Hereby was the work of 
creation completed on this side : and it is plain, that henceforth 
Giants and Dragons, as well as Knights and Dwarfs, have always 
maintained themselves in being. From this, my friend, it T\dll 
be clear to thee, that we are of the oldest race on the Earth ; a 
circumstance which does us honour, but, at the same time, brings 
great disadvantage along with it. 

" ' For as there is nothing in the world that can endure for- 
ever, but all that has once been great, must become little and 
fade, it is our lot also, that ever since the creation of the world 
we have been waning and growing smaller ; especially the royal 
family, on whom, by reason of their pure blood, this destiny presses 
with the heaviest force. To remedy this evil, our wise teachers 
have many years ago devised the expedient of sending forth a 
Princess of the royal house from time to time into the world, to 
wed some honourable Knight, that so the Dwarf progeny may be 
refected,, and saved from entire decay.' 

** Though my fair one related these things with an air of the 
utmost sincerity, I looked at her hesitatingly ; for it seemed as 
if she meant to palm some fable on me. As to her owti dainty 
lineage, I had not the smallest doubt : but that she should have 
laid hold of me in place of a Kiiight, occasioned some mistrust ; 
seeing I knew myself too well to suppose that my ancestors had 
come into the world by an immediate act of creation. 

'* I concealed my wonder and scepticisto, and asked her kindly : 
' But tell me, my dear child, how hast thou attained this large 
and stately shape ? For I know few women that in richness of 
form can compare with thee.' — ' Thou shalt hear,' replied she. 
' It is a settled maxim in the Council of the Dwarf Kings, that 
this extraordinary step be forborne as long as it possibly can ; 
which, indeed, I cannot but say is quite natural and proper. 
Perhaps they might have lingered still longer, had not my brother, 
bom after me, come into the world so exceedingly small, that the 
nurses actually lost him out of his swaddling-clothes, and no crea- 
ture yet knows whither he is gone. On this occurrence, unexampled 
in the annals of Dwarfdom, the Sages were assembled ; and with- 
out more ado, the resolution was taken, and I sent out in quest 
of a husband.' 
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" ' The resolution !' exclaimed I : ' that is all extremely well. 
One can resolve, one can take his resolntion : hut to give a Dwarf 
thia heavenly shape, how did your Sages manage that ?' 

*' ' It had been provided for already,' said she, 'by our an- 
cestors. In the royal treasury lay a monstrous gold ring. I 
apeak of it as it then appeared to me, when I saw it in my child- 
hood ; for it was this same ring, which I have here on my finger. 
We now went to work as follows : 

" 'I was informed of all that awaited me; and instructed 
what I had to do and to forbear. A splendid palace, after the 
pattern of my father's favourite summer-residence, was then got 
ready : a main edifice, wings, and whatever else you could think 
of. It stood at the entrance of a large rock-cleft, which it deco- 
rated in the handsomest style. On the appointed day, our court 
moved thither, my parents also and myself. The anny paraded ; 
and four-and-twenty priests, not without difficulty, carried on a 
costly htter the mysterious ring. It was placed on the thi'eshold 
of the building, just within the spot where yon entered. Many 
ceremonies were observed ; and after a pathetic farewell, I pro- 
ceeded to my task, I stept forward to the ring ; laid ny finger 
on it ; and that instant began perceptibly to wax in stature. In 
a few momenta I had reached my present size ; and then I put 
the ring on my finger. But now, in the twinkling of an eye, the 
doors, windows, gates flapped to; the wings di-ew up into the 
body of the edifice ; instead of a palace, stood a httle Box beside 
me ; which I forthwith lifted and carried ofl" with me ; not with- 
out a pleasant feeling in being so tall and strong ; still, indeed, 
a dwarf to trees and mountains, to streams and tracts of laud ; 
i, a. giant to grass and herbs ; and above all to ants, fi:om whom 
Dwarfs, not being always on the best terms with them, often 
'ir considerable annoyance. 

How it fai'ed vrith me on my pilgrimage, I might tel! thee 
Bt great length. Suffice it to say I tried many ; but no one save 
thou seemed worthy of being honoured to renovate and perpetuate 
the line of the glorious Eckwald." 

"In the course of these narrations, my head had now and 
then kept wagging, without myaeK having absolutely shaken it. 
I put several questions ; to which I received no very satisfactory 
answers ; on the contrary, I learned, to my great affliction, that 
after what had happened, she must needs return to her parents. 
She had hopes still, she said, of getting back to me : but for the 
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present, it was mdiBiieiisably necessary to present heraelf at court » 
Q8 otherwise, both for her and me, there waa notfaing bnt ntt« 
ruin. The piiraes wotild soon cease to pay; and who knewwhi 
all would be the conaequenees '? 

"On hearing that om- money would rnn Bhort, I inqtdred d 
farther into consequences : I shmgged my ehonlders ; I w«b sQeo^ 
and she seemed to nnder stand me. 

"Wo now packed np, and got into oar carriage; the I 
stftnding opposite us ; in which, however, I conld BtiH i 
symptoms of a palace. In this way wo proceeded seypral stages. 
Post-money and drink-money were readily and richly pmd from 
the poaches to the right and left ; till at last we reached a mount- 
ainous diatrict; and no sooner had we alighted here, than myflur 
one walked forward, directing mo to follow her with the Bos. She 
led me by rather steep paths to a narrow plot of green grotaid, 
through which a clear brook now gushed in little falls, now ran 
in quiet windings. She pointed to a little knoll ; bade me set the 
Box down there, then said : ' Fai'ewell ! Thou will easily find the 
way hack ; remember me ; I hope to see thee again.' 

" At this moment, I felt as if I could not leave her. 
just now in one of her fine days, or if you wiU, her fine hot 
Alone with so fair a being, on the greensward, among graas a 
flowera, girt in by rocks, waters murmnring round yon, wb&thet 
cotild have remained insensible ! I came forward to i ' 
hand, to clasp her in my arms : hut she motioned me back y 
threatening mo, though still kindly enough, with great danger, i 
I did not instantly withdraw. 

" ' Is there no possibility, then,' esfclaiioed I, ' of my staying ■ 
Trith thee, of thy keeping me beside thee ?' These words I nttered 
with such rnefiU tones and gestures, that she seemed touched by 
them, and after some thought confessed to me that a continiHUice 
of our union was not entirely impossible. "Who happier than 1 1 J 
My importunity, which increased every moment, compelled her afcfl 
last to come oot with her scheme, and inform mo that if 1 1 
could resolve on becoming as little as I had once seen lier, I 
might still remain with her, be admitted to her house, her king''! 
dom, her family. The proposal was not altogether to mj nuiid;f 
yet at this moment I positively could not tear myself away ; BOfM 
having already for a good while been accustomed to the marrel-l 
lous, and being at all times prone to bold enteiprisea, I clo* 
■with her offer, and said she might do with me as she pleased. 
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" I was thGTGTipon (Jireeted to hold out the little finger of my 
light hand : she placed her own against it ; then with her left 
hand, she quite softly pulled the riug from her finger, and let it 
run along mine. That instant, I felt a violent twinge on my 
finger ; the ring shnmlt together, and tortured me horrihly. I 
gave a loud cvy, and caught round me for my fair one, bnt she 
had disappeared. What state of mind I waa in dnring this mo- 
ment, I find no words to express ; so I have nothing more to say, 
bnt that I very Koon, in my miniatm'o size, found myself beside 
my_faiT one in a wood of grass-stalks. The joy of meeting after 
tMs short yet most strange separation, or, if you will, of this re- 
Hnion without separation, exceeds all conception. I fell on her 
neck ; she replied to my caresses, and the little pair was as happy 
as the large one. 

" With some difficulty, we now mounted a Mil : I say diffi- 
culty, because the sward had become for us an almost impene- 
trable forest. Yet at length we reached a hare space ; and how 
flurpriBed waa I at perceiving there a large bolted mass ; which, 
ere long, I could not but recognise for the Box, in the same state 

Kwhen I had set it down. 
" ' Go up to it, my friend,' aaid she, ' and do but Imock with 
ring : thou shalt see wonders.' I went up accordingly; and 
sooner had I rapped, than I did, in feet, witness the greatest 
ider. Two wings came jutting out ; and at the same time 
re fell, like scales and chips, various pieces this way and that ; 
"wmle doors, windows, colonnades, and all that belongs to a com- 
plete palace at once came into view. 

"If ever you have seen one of Kontchen's desks; how, at 
one pull, a multitude of springs and latches get in motion, and 
■writing-board and writing-materials, letter and money compart- 
ments, all at once, or in quick succession, start forward, you will 
^^Wfftly conceive how this palace unfolded itself, into which my 
^^Breet attendant now introduced me. In the large saloon, I di- 
^^HcUy recognised the fire-place which I had formerly seen from 
^^B^fve, and the chair in which she had then been sitting. And 
on looking up, I actually fancied I could still see something of 
the chink in the dome, through which I had peeped in. I spare 
yon the description of the rest; in a word, all was spacions, 
splendid, and tasteful. Scarcely had I recovered from my astonish- 
ment, when I beard afar off a sound of military music. My better 
luilf sprang up ; and with rapture annouitced to me the approach 
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of Hia Majesty her Father. We stept out to the threshold, and. 
liere beheld a magnificent procession moving towards ub, from » 
considerable cleft in the rock. Soldiers, servants, officers of state 
and glittering courtiers, followed in order. At last you observed 
a golden throng, and in the midst of it the King himself. So 
soon as the whole procesaion had drawn up before the palace, tha 
King, with his nearest retinue, stept forward. His loving dangh- 
ter hastened out to him, pulling me along with her. We threw 
ourselves at his feet; he raised me very graciously; and on com- 
ing to stand before him, I perceived, that in this little world I 
was still the most considerable figure. We proceeded togethee 
to the palace ; where Hia Majesty, in presence of his whole coott, 
was pleased to welcome me with a well-studied oration, in which 
he expressed his surprise at finding us here ; acknowledged i 
as his son-in-law, and appointed the nuptial ceremony to take 
place on the morrow. 

" A cold sweat went over me as I heard him speak of mar- 
riage ; for I dreaded this even more than music, which otherwise 
appeared to me the most hateful thing ou Eai-th. Your mm 
makers, I used to say, enjoy at least the conceit of heing in u 
son with each other, and working in concord ; for when they have 
tweaked and tuned long enough, grating our ears -with all mannCT 
of screeches, they believe in their hearts that the matter is dot* 
adjusted, and one instrument accurately suited to the other, Tha 
band-master himself is in thia happy delusion ; and so they se 
forth joyfully, though still tearing oui- nerves to pieces. In thi 
marriage- state, even this is not the case : for although it is bn 
a duet, and you might think two voices, or even two instruments, 
might in some degree be attuned to each other, yet this happeni 
very seldom; for while the man gives out one tone, the i 
directly takes a higher one, and the man again a higher ; and so. 
it rises from the chamber to the choral pitch, and farther and 
farther, till at last wind-instruments themselves cannot reach it. 
And now, as harmonica! music itself is an offence to me, it will 
not be surprising that disharmonical should be a thing which ] 
cannot endure. 

"Of the festivities in which the day was speut, I shall t 
con say nothing ; for I paid small heed to any of them. Tlu 
sumptuous victuals, the generous wine, the royal amusements, J 
could not rehsh. I kept thinking and considering what I v 
to do. Here, however, there was but little to be considered. 
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determiued, OBce for all, to take myself away, and hide some- 
where. Accordingly, I sacceeded in reaching the chink of a stone, 
where I intrenched and concealed myself aa well aa might he. 
My first care after this was to get the unhappy ring off my finger ; 
an enterprise, however, which would by no means prosper, for, 
on the contrary, I felt that every pull I gave, the metal grew 
Btraiter and ci'amped me with violent pains, which again abated 
BO soon as I desisted firom my purpose. 

"Early in the morning I awoke (for my little person had 
slept, and very aocndly) ; and was juat stepping out to look far- 
ther about me, when I felt a kind of rain coming on. Through 
the grass, flowers and leaves, there fell as it were something like 
Band and grit in large qaantities : hut what was my horror when 
the whole of it became alive, and an innumerable host of Anta 
rushed down on me ! No sooner did they observe me, than they 
made an attack on all sides ; and though I defended myself stoutly 
and gallantly enough, they at lost so hemmed me in, ao nipped 
and pinched me, that I was glad to hear them calling to sur- 
render. I surrendered instantly and wholly ; whereupon an Ant 
of respectable stature approached me with courtesy, nay with 
reverence, and even recommended itself to my good graces. I 
learned that the Ants had now become allies of my father-in-law, 
and by him been called out in the present emergency, and com- 
missioned to fetch me hack. Here, then, waa little I in the hands 
of creatures still less. I had nothing for it but looking forward 
the marriage ; nay, I must now thank Heaven, if my father- 

,-1ew were not wroth, if my fair one had not taken the sullens. 
Let me skip over the whole train of ceremonies ; in a word, 
were wedded. (Jaily and joyously as matters went, there were 
nevertheless solitary hours, in whicli you were led astray into re- 
flection; and now there happened to me something which had 
never happened before : what, and how, you shaU learn. 

" Everything about me was completely adapted to my present 
form and wants ; the bottles and glasses were in a fit ratio to a . 
Kttle toper, nay, if you will, better measure, in proportion, than 

ith us. In my tiny palate, the dainty titbits tasted excellently; 
kiss from the httle mouth of my spouse was still the most 

larming thing in nature ; and I will not deny that novelty made 
ttU these circmnstances highly agreeable. Unhappily, however, 
I had not forgotten my former situation. 1 felt within me a 
scale of bygone gi'catness ; and it rendered me restless and cheer- 
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less. Now, for the first timo, <li<I I ondeFBtatid whftt tlie pluIo-J 
Bopliers uiiglit mean by thcii- Ideal, which they aay so plagnea 1 
the mind of man. I had an Ideal of myself ; and often in dreams I 
I appeared as a giant. In short, my wife, my riiig, ray dwarf I 
figure, and so many other bonds and restrictions, made me iit* t 
terly unhappy; eo that I hegan to think seriously about obtaimng 1 
my deliverance. 

" Being persuaded that the whole magic lay in the ring, 1 1 
resolved on filing this asunder. From the conrt -jeweller, accord- , 
ingly, I borrowed some files. By good luck, I was left-handed, i 
as indeed, thi-ougbout my whole life, I had never done aught in 1 
the right-handed way. I stood tightly to the work : it was not 1 
small; for the golden hoop, so thin as it appeared, had grown f 
proportionably thicker in contracting from its former length. All 1 
vacant hours I privately applied to this task : and at last, the 
metal being nearly through, I was provident enough to step out 
of doors. This was a wise measure ; for all at once the golden 
hoop started sharply from my finger, and my frame shot aloft . 
with such violence, that I actually fajicied I should dash against^J 
the aky; and, at all events, I must have bolted through the doms-l 
of our palace ; nay, perhaps, in my new awkwardness, liave ie-M 
stroyed this summer-residence altogether. 

" Here, then, was I standing again ; in truth, so mnolt tb»M 
larger, but also, as it seemed to me, so much the more foolidT 
and helpless. On recovering from my stupefaction, I observed 1 
the royal strong-bos lying near me, which I found to bo mode- 
rately hea\y, as I lifted it, and carried it down the footpath to J 
the nest stage ; where I dfreetly ordered horses, and set forth, j 
By the road, I soon made trial of the two side-pouches. Instead I 
of money, which appeared to be run out, I found a Httle key : it I 
belonged to the strong-bos, in which I got some moderate com- ; 
pensation. So long ae this held out, I made use of the carriage : 
by and by I sold it, and proceeded by the Diligence. Tbe strong- I 
■box too I at length cast from me, having no hope of its ever I 
filling again, And thus in tho end, though after a considerable j 
circuit, 1 again returned to the kitchen -hearth, to tho landlo^ 1 
and tho cook, where you were first introduced to me." 
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Chapter XVII. 

Lknahdo was oTerwhelmecl with busincBS, liis writing-ofBce 
in the greatest acti^-ity ; derka and secretaries finding no mo- 
ment's rest ; while Wilhelm and Friedrich, stroUing over field 
and mofttlow, were entertaining each other with the moat pleasant 
conversation. 

And here, first of all, as necessarily happens between fi-iends 
jeting after some separation, the question was started; How 

they had altered in the interim ? Friediich wonld have it 
lat Wiihelm was exactly the same as before : to Wilbelm again 
it eeemed that hia young Mend, though no whit abated in mirth 
and discm-aiyeneBa, was somewhat more staid in his manner. " It 
were pity," interrupted Friedrich, "if the father of three chUdren, 
the husband of an exemplary matron, had not likewise gained a 
little in dignity of bearing." 

Now, also, it came to light, that all the persons whom we got 
acquainted with in the Apprenticeship were still living and well ; 
nay better than before ; being now in Ml and decisive activity ; 
each, in his own way, associated with many fellow-Iabouielrs, and 
striving towards the noblest aim. Of this, however, it is not for 

present permitted ns to impart any more precise information ; 

in a little book like onrs, reserve and secrecy may be no un- 
imly qualities. 

But whatever, in the course of thia confidential conversation, 
transpired respecting the Society in which we now are, as their 
more intimate relations, mamns and objects, by little and little, 
came to view, it is our daty and opportonity to disclose in this 
place. 

"The whim of Emigration," such was the snbstanee of Fried- 
rich's talk on this matter, "the whim of Emigration may, in strait- 
ened and painful circiunatances, very naturally lay hold of men ; 
if particular cases chance to be favoured by a happy isaue, thia 
whim will, in the general mind, rise to the rank of passion ; as 
we have seen, as we still see, and withal cannot deny that we, in 
oar time, have been befooled by stioh a delusion oni'selves. 

"Emigration takes place in the treacherous hope of an im- 
provement in our cii'cum stance a ; and it is too often coimter- 
balanced by a subsequent emigration ; since, go where you may, 
yOQ still find yourself in a conditional world, and if not constrained 
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to a new emigration, are yet mclined in secret to cLeriab bucIi a 
desire. 

" We have therefore bound ouraelves to renonnce all Emigra-' 
tion, and to dcvoto ourseives to Migration. Here one does not 
turn his back on his native country forever ; but hopes, even, 
after the greatest circuit, to arrive_thero again, richer, wiser, 
cleverer, better, and whatever else snch a way of life can maka 
him. Now, in Bociety all things are easier, more certain in their' 
accomplishment, than to an indi\'idual ; in which sense, my friend, 
consider what thou shalt observe here ; for whatever thou mayest 
see, all and every part of it is meant to forward a great movabla 
connexion among active and sufficient men of all classes. 

" But as where men are, manners are too, I may esplain thus 
much of onr jionstitution by way of preliminary : When two of 
our nnmber anywhere by accident meet, they conduct themselvea 
towards each other according to their rank and fashion, accord- 
ing to custom of handicraft or art, or by some other such mode 
adapted to their mutual relations. Three meeting together are 
considered as a Unity, which governs itself : hnt if a fourth join 
them, they instantly elect the Bond, one chief and three subji 
This Bond, however many more combine with them, can still only 
be a single newly-elected person ; for, in the great as in the small 
scale, coregeuts are found to be mutually obstructive. 

" Thou mayest observe that Lenardo unites, in this way, 
more than a. hundred active and able men ; unites, employs, calls 
home, sends forth; as tomorrow, an important day with us, thou 
wilt perceive and understand. Thou wilt then see the Bond 
dissolved; the multitude divided into smaller societies, and the 
Bond multiplied ; all the rest will at the same time become clear 
to thee. 

"But, for the present, I invite thee to a short bout of reading. 
Here, under the shadow of these whispering trees, by the side of 
this still-flowing water, let us peruse a story, this little paper, 
which Lenardo, from the rich treasures of his Collection, has in- 
tnieted to me ; that so both of ns may see thoroughly what a 
difference there is between a mad pilgrimage, such as many lead 
in the world, and a well-meditated, happily- commenced tmdertaking' 
like ours, of which I shall at this time say no more in praise." 

The quaint, fitful and most dainty story of The Foolish PU- 
imces, with which om' two iriends now occupied their morning. 
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CHAP. xvm. 



P'we feel ourselvea coastraiDed, not unreluctantly, by certain grave 
) calculations, to reservo for some fiituie and better season. 



Chapter XVIH. 



^^:dist 



Lbnahdo having freed himself from business for an hour, took 
dinner with Ma frienda ; and at table he began to explain to them 
hia family circumstances. His eldest sisteir was married. A rich 
brother-in-law, to the great satisfaction of the Uncle, had under- 
taken the management of all the estates ; with him Valerina'a 
husband was stoutly cooperating ; they were labouriog on the 
. great scale ; strengthening their entei-prises by connexion with 
distant countries and places. 

Here litewise our oldest friends once more make their appear- 
rEtnce: Lothario, Werner, the Abbe, are on their side proceeding 
in the highcBt diligence, while Jarao occupies himself with min- 
ing. A general Insurance has been instituted; we discern a vast 
property in Land ; and on this depends the existence of a large 
Wondering Society, the individual members of which, under the 
conditioa of the greatest possible usefulness, are recommended to 
all the world, are forwarded in every undertaking, and secured 
^^m against all mischances ; while they again, as scattered colonists, 
^^ktnay be supposed to react on their mother country with favourable 
^^Vinfluences. 

^^ Throughout all this, we observe Lenardo recognised as the 

wandering Bond ; in smaller and greater combinations, he, for 
most part, is elected : on him ia placed the most unrestricted con- 
fidence. 

So far had the disclosure, partly from Lenardo, partly from 
Friedrich, proceeded without let, when both of them on a sudden 
became silent, each seeming to have scmples about communi- 
cating more. After a short pause, Wilhehn addressed them, and 
cried: " What new secret again suddenly overshadows the friend- 
liest explanation ? Will you again leave me in the lurch ?" 

I "Not at all!" exclaimed Friedrich. " Do but hear me ! He 
bas found the Nutbrown Maid; and for her sake " 
" Not for her sake," interrupted Lenardo. 
"And just tor her sake!" persisted Friedrich. "Do not 
iflflceive jouTBolf: for her salio you are changing yourself into a 
lawful vagabond ; as some others of us, not, in truth, for the 



810 



MKISIER a TRilXT.S. 



I iriend here I 



most praiseworthy purposes, have in times past changed 
into lawless vagrants." 

" Let na go along calmly," said Lenardo 
must be made acijuainted with the state of our affairs ; but, in the 
first place, let him have a little touch of discipline for himself. 
You had found the Nuthrown Maid ; but to me yon refiised the 
knowledge of her abode. For this I will not blame you : but what, 
good did it do ? To discoTer this secret, I was passionately in- 
cited ; and, notwithstanding your sagacious caution, I at lengtk 
come upon the right trace. You have seen the good Maiden your- 
self; her cii'eumstances you have accurately investigated; andyi 
you did not judge them rightly. It is only the Loving who feels 
and discovers what the Beloved wishes and wants ; he can read 
it in her from her deepest heart. Let this iit present suffice: for 
explanation we have no time left today. Tomorrow I have the 
hottest press of business to front : next day we part. But for 
your information, composure and pai'ticipating interest, aooept 
this copy of a week from my Journal : it is the best legacy which 
I can leave you. By reading it, you will not indeed become 
wisej than you are and than I am : hut 4et this for the 
suffice. The nearest futm-o, or a more remote ojie, will arrangftl 
and direct : that is to say, in this case, as in so many others, wa, 
know not what is to become of us." 

By way of dessert, Lenardo received a packet, at the i^eningj 
of which, he, with some tokens of surprise, handed a letter tol 
"W'ilhelm. " What secrets, what speedy concerns can sister Her-. 
silia have with our friend? ' To be delivered instantly, and opened 
privately, without the presence of any one. Mend or stranger!' 
Let us give him all possible convenience, Friedrich ; let ns with- 
di'aw !" Wiihelm hastily broke open the sheet, and read ; 

Ifersilia to WWiebn. 

Wherever this letter may reach you, my noblo fnend, to a I 
certainty it will find you in some nook, whore you are striving in J 
vaiu to hide from yom'self. By making you acquainted with my 1 
two fair dames, I have done you a sorry seiTJce. 

But wherever you may be lurking, and doubtless it will s 
you out; my promise is, that if, after reading this letter, yon do 
not forthwith leap from your seat, and, like a pious pilgrim, ap- 
pear in my presence without delay, I must declare yon to be tbe 
manliest of all men : that is to say, the one most completely Toid of ■ 
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property belonging to oiu- ses ; I mean Curiosity, wliich 
at thiB moment ia afflicting me in its sLarpost concentration. 

In one woril, then, youi Caeket has now got its key ; thia, 
towever, none bat yon and I are to know. IIow it <:ame into my 
hands, let me now tell you. 

Some days ago, our Man of Law gets despatches from a distant 
Tribunal; wherein he was asked if, at such and such a time, there 
had not been a boy prowling about our neighbourhood, who had 
played all manner of tricks, and at length, in a rash entei-prise, 
lost his jacket. 

By the way this brat waa described, no donbt remained with 
ns bat he was Fitz; the gay comrade whom Felix talked so much 
of, and Eo often wished back to play with him. 

Now, for the present, those Authorities request that said 
i«iticJe of dress may he sent to them, if it is still in existence ; as 
' toe boy, at last involved in judicial examinations, refers to it. Of 
ibis demand our Lawyer chances to make mention ; he shows na 
the little frock before sending it off. 

Some good or evil spirit whispers me to grope the breast- 
pocket : a little angitlar prickly Something comes into my hand ; 
~ HO timorous, ticklish and startlish as I usually am, clench my 
land, clench it, hold my peace, and the jerkin is sent away. Di- 
tectly, of all feelings, the strangest seizea mo. At the first stolen 
glance, I saw, I guessed that it was the key of your little Bos. 
And now came wondrous scruples of conscience, and all sorts of 
moT^ donbts. To discover, to give hack my windfaU, was impos- 
sible: what have those long-wigged judges to do ivith it, when it 
may be so useful to my iriend ! And then, again, all manner of 
qoetitions about Right and Duty begin lifting up their voices ; but 
~ would not let them outvote me, 

Prom this you perceive into what a situation my friendship 
you baa reduced me : a choice faculty develops itself, all on a 
Iden, for your sake; what an occurrence ! May it not be some- 
than Friendship that so holds the balance of my con- 
ice ? Between guilt and curiosity I am wonderfully discom- 
posed ; I have a hundred whims and stories about what may 
ibllow : Law and Judgment will not bo trifled with. Hersilia, the 
careless, and as occasion served, capricious Hersilia, entangled in 
a criminal process, for this is the scope and tendency of it ! And 
rbat can I do, but think of the friend for whose sake I suffer ell 
I thought of you before, yet with pauses : but now I think 
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of you incesBantly; now when my heart throbs, and I think of the 
Eighth CommaiDdinent, I mnst tnm to yon, as to the Saint, who 
has caused this ein, and will also procure me an absolution: thus 
the opening of the Casket is the only thing that can compose me. 
My curiosity is growing stronger and doubly strong : come and 
bring the Casket with you ! To what judgment-seat it properly . 
belongs we ^ill make out between us : till then let it remain be- ' 
tween us ; no one must know of it, be who he will. 

But now, in conclusion, look here, my friend ! And tell n 
what say you to this picture of the riddle ? Does it not remind 
you of Arrows with barbs ? God help us ! Bnt the Bos must 
first stand unopened between you and me ; and then when opened, 
tell us farther what we have to do. I wish there were nothing 
whatever in it ; and who knows what all I wish, und what all I 
could tell : but do you look at this, and hasten so much the faster i 
to get upon the road. 



Friediich returned more gay and lively than he had gone : 
"Good news!" cried he: "good luck! Lenardo has received 
some pretty letters, to facilitate the parting : credit more than 
SufBeient ; and thou too shalt have thy share in it. Fortune her- 
self surely knows not what she is about ; for once in her time she 
has done wise worthy fellows a favour." 

Hereupon he handed to hia friend some clipped fragments of I 
maps, with directions where tbey were to be produced, and changed ; 
for hard cash or bills, as he might choose. Wilhelm was obliged I 
to accept them, though he kept assuring his companion, that for ] 
the present he had no need of such things. " Then others will I 
need them !" cried Friedrich : " constrain not thy good feelings ; 
and wherever thou art, appear as a benefactor. But now come I 
along, let us have a look at this manuscript : it is long till night; 1 
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I one tires of talting and listening, bo I have begged some writing 
for our entertainment. Every leaf in Lenardo's Archives is penned 
in the siiirit of the whole : in giving mo this he said : ' Well, 
take it, and read it ; our friend will acquire more confidence in 
oar Society and Bond, the more good members he becomes ac- 
quainted with.' " The two then retired to a cheerful spot ; and 
Friedrich read, enhvening with much natural energy and mirth 
what he found set down for him. 



WHO CAX THE TRAITOE BE ? 



I 



No ! no !" exclaimed ho, violently and hastily rushing into 
the chamber allotted him, and setting down his candle : "No ! 
it ia impossible ! Bat whither shall I turn ? For the first time, 
I think otherwise than he ; for the first time, I feel, I wish other- 
wise. father ! couldst thou but be present invisibly, conldst 
thou but look through and through me, thou wouldst see that I 
am still the same, still thy true, obedient, afi'ectioDate son. Yet 
to say No ! To contradict my father's dearest, long- cherished 
wish ! How shall I disclose it ? How shall I express it ? No, 
I cannot maiTy Julia! While I speak of it, I shudder. And 
how shall I appear before him, tell him this, him the good, kind 
lather ? He looks at me with astonishment, vrithont speaking : 
the prudent, clear-sighted, gifted man can find no words. Woe 
is me ! Ah, I know well to whom I would confide this pain, 
■this perplexity ; who it is I would choose for my advocate ! Be- 
fcre all others, thou, Lucinda ! And I would first tell thee how 
I love thee, how I give myself to thee, and presaingly entreat 
thee to speak for me ; and if thou canst love me again, if thou 
wilt be mine, to speak for us both." 

To explain this short pithy monologue will require some de- 
itailB. 

Professor N. of N. had an only boy of singular beauty, whom, 
iai the child's eighth year, he had left entirely in charge of his 
.Trife. This excellent woman had directed the hours and days of 
■'her son, in living, learning and all good behaviour. She died ; 
Uiid the father instantly felt, that to prosecute this parental tutel- 
age was impossible. In their lifetime, all had been harmony be- 
tween the parents ; they had laboured for a common aim, had 
determined in concert what was nest to be done ; and the mother 
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liad not wanted skill to execute wisely, by herself, what the twoi 
had planned together. Double and treble was now the widower's 
anxiety, seeing, as he conld not but daily see, that for the sons rf 
professors, eyen in universities, it was only by a sort of miraclft 
that a happy education could ba expected. 

In this sti'ait he applied to his friend the Oberamtmann of B., 
with whom he had already been treating of plans for a closer alli- 
aiice between their families. The Oberamtmann gave him connsel 
and assistance ; so the son was established in one of those Insti- 
tutions, which still flomish in Germany, and where charge iB; 
taken of the whole man, and body, soul and spirit are trained 
with all attention. 

The son was thus provided for ; the father, however, felt him- 
self very lonely : robbed of his wife ; shut out from the cheerfii! 
presence of the boy, whom he had seen, without effort of his, grow- 
ing up in such desirable culture. But here again the friendship 
of the Oberamtmann ser\'cd him in good stead ; the distance ol 
their abodes vanished before his affection, his desire for move- 
ment, for diversion of thought. In this hospitable home tho 
widowed Man of Letters found, in a family-circle motherless lik* 
his own, two beautiful little daughters gi-owing up in diverse love- 
liness ; a state of things which more and more confirmed the 
fathers in their purpose, in their hope, of one day seeing their 
famihes nnited in the most joyful bonds. 

They lived under the sway of a mUd good Prince : the merito- 
rious Oberamtmann was certain of his post during life ; and ia 
the appointment of a successor his recommendation was likely to 
go far. And now, according to the wise family arrangement, sxaa- 
tioned also by the Minister, Lucidor was to train himself for the 
important office of his future father-in-law. This in conseqnencfr 
he did from step to step. Nothing was neglected in commum- 
oating to him all sorts ofknowledge, in developing in Mm all sorta 
of activity, which the State in any case requires : practice to 
rigorous judicial law ; and also in the laxer sort, where prudence 
and address find their proper field ; foresight for daily ways and 
means ; not excluding higher and more comprehensive views, yet 
all tending towards practical life, and so as with efiect and cer- 
tainty to be employed in its concerns. 

With such purposes had Lucidor spent hia schooi-yearB : by 
his father and his patron, he was now wai'ned to mahe ready for 
the university. In all departments he already showed the 
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iAienta ; and to Nature lie was firtlier indebted for the singular 
happiness of inclining, out of love for bis father, out of respect for 
his Mend, to turn his capabilities, first from obedience, then from 
conviction, on that very object to which be was directed. He was 
placed in a tbieign university ; and here, both by his own account 
in his letter, and by the testimony of his teachers and overseers, 
he eontinaed walking in the path that led towai'ds his appointed 
goal. It was K)nly objected to him, that in certain cases he had 
been too impetuously brave. The father shook bis head at this ; 
-the Oberamtmann nodded. Who would not have been proad of 
(Bch a son ? 

Meanwhile, the two daughters, Julia and Lncinda, were was- 
iBg in stature and graces. Juha, the yonnger, waggish, lovely, 
unstable, highly entertaining; the other difficult to portray, for 
in her sincerity and purity she represented all that we prize most 
in woman. Visits were paid and repaid ; and, in the Professor's 
house, Julia found the most inexhaustible amusement. 

Geography, which he failed not to enhven by Topography, be- 
longed to his province ; and no sooner did Julia cast her eyes on 
any of the volumes, of which awbola series from Homann's Ware- 
house were standing there, than the cities all and sundry had to 
be mustered, judged, preferred or rejected : all havens especially 
obtained her favour ; other towns, to acquire even a slight ap- 
proval from her, must stand forth well supplied with steeples, 
domes and minarets. 

Julia's father often left her for weeks to the care of his tried 
friend. She was actually advancing in knowledge of her science ; 
and already the inhabited world, in its main features, in its chief 
points and places, stood before her with some accuracy and dis- 
tinctness. The garbs of foreign nations attracted her peculiar 
attention ; and often when her foster-father asked her in jest: If 
among the many young handsome men who were passing (o and 
fro before her window, there was not some one or other whom she 
liked? she would answer: "Yes, indeed, if he do but look odd 
enough." And as our young students are seldom behindhand in 
this particular, she had often occasion to take notice of individuals 
among them : they brought to her mind the costume of foreign 
nations ; however, she declared in the end, that if she was to 
^ beatow her undivided attention on any one, he must be at least 
^k-K Creek, equipped in the complete fashion of his country; on 
^B vfaich account, also, she longed to be at some Leipzig Fair, 
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where, as she imderetood, such persons were to be seen walking 
the etreets. 

After his dry and often irksome laboiirB, onr Teacher had now 
no happier moments than those he spent in mirthfully instructing , 
her; triumphing withal, in secret, that a being so attractive, ever 
entertaining, ever entertained, was in the end to be his own' 
daughter. For the rest, the two fathers had mutually agreed, 
that no hint of their purpose should be communicated to the girls ; 
from Lacidor, also, it was kept secret, 

Thna Lad years passed away, as indeed they very lightly pass y 
Lucidor presented himself completed, having stood all Izials to' 
the joy even of the superior overseers, who wished, nothing more 
heartOy than being able, with a good conscience, to fulfil the bopea 
of old, worthy, favoured and deserving servants. 

And so the business had at length by quiet regular steps come 
so far, that Lucidor, after having demeaned himself in suhordinatffj 
stations to universal satisfaction, was now to be placed in a Teiyj 
advantageous post, suitable to Ms wishes and merits, and lying, 
just midway between the Univereity and the Oberamtmanahip. 

The father now spoke vrith his son about Julia, of whom ha^ 
had hitherto only hinted, as about his bride and wife, without any 
doubt or condition ; congratulating him on the happiness of hav- 
ing appropriated such a jewel to himself. The Professor saw in 
fancy his daughter-in-law again from time to time in Ms house ; 
occupied with charts, plans and views of cities : the son recalled 
to mind the gay and most lovely creature, who, in times of child- 
hood, had, by her rogueries as by her kindliness, always delighted 
him. Lucidor was now to ride over to the Oberamtmann's, to 
take a closer view of the full-grown fair one ; and, for a few weeks, 
to surrender himself to the habitudes and familiarity of her house- 
hold. If the young people, as was to be hoped, should speedily 
agree, the Professor was forthwith to appear, that so a solemn 
betrothment might forever secure the anticipated happiness. 

Lucidor arrives, is received with the friendliest welcome, a 
chamber is allotted him; he arranges himself there, and appears. 
And now he finds, besides the members of the family already 
known to us, a grown-up son ; misbred certainly, yet shrewd and 
good-natured ; so that if you liked to take him as the jesting 
Counsellor of the party, he fitted not ill with the rest. There 
belonged, moreover, to the house, a very old, but healthy and 
gayhearted man ; quiet, wise, discreet ; completing Ms life, as it 
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were, and hei-e and there reqairing a little help. Directly after 
Lucidor, too, there had arrived another stranger; no longer young, 
impreesive aspect, dignified, thoroughly well-bred, and, by 
Ha acquaintance with the moat distant quarters of the world, 
Extremely entertaining. He was called Antoni. 

Julia received her announced bridegroom in fit order, yet with 

excess rather than a defect of frankness : Lucinda, on the 
other hand, did the honours of the house, as her sister did those 
of herself. So passed the day ; peculiarly agreeable to all, only 
to Lucidor not : he, at all times silent, had been forced, that he 
might avoid sinking dumb entirely, to employ himself in asking 
qnestions ; and in this attitude no one appears to advantage. 

Throughout he had been absent-minded ; for at the first glance 
he had felt, not aversion or repugnance, yet estrangement, towards 
Julia : Lucinda, on the contrary, attracted him, so that he trem- 
bled every time she looked at bim with her full pure peacefiil eyes. 
I Thus hard bested, he reached his chamber the first night, and 
t^ve vent to his heart in that soliloquy with which we began. 
But to explain this sufficiently, to show how the violence of such 
an emphatic speech agrees with what we know of him already, 
another little statement will bo necessary. 

Lucidor was of a deep character ; and for most part had some- 
ihing else in his mind than what the present scene required : 
"lence talk and social conversation would never prosper rightly 
Ith him ; he felt this, and was wont to continue silent, except 
when the topic happened to be particular, on some department 
which he had completely studied, and ofwhich whatever he needed 
was at all times ready. Besides this, in his early years at school, 
and later at the university, he had been deceived in friends, and 
had wasted the effusions of his heart unhappily ; hence every com- 
mnnication of his feelings seemed to him a doubtful step, and 
doubting destroys all such communication. With his father he 
was used to speak only in nnison ; therefore his full heart poured 
itself out in monologues, so soon as he was by himself, 

Next morning ho had summoned np his resolution ; and yet 
he almost lost heart and composure again, when Julia met him 
with still more friendliness, gaiety and frankness than ever. She 
had much to ask ; about his jonmeys by land and journeys by 
water ; how, when a student, with his knapsack on his back, he 
Lad roamed and climbed through Switzerland, nay crossed the 
Alps themselves. And now of those fair islands on the great 
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Southern Lake she had mnch to say ; and then backwards, the 
Rhine muat he aecompanied from his primary origin ; at first, 
through most undelicioas regions, and so downwards through many 
an alternation, till at length, between Maynz and Coblenz, yoa 
find it still worth while reepectfiiUy to disnusa the old Eiyer from 
his last confinement, into the wide world, into the sea. 

Lucidor, in the course of thig recital, felt himself much light' 
I'ned in heart ; he narrated willingly and well, so that Julia ai 
last exclaimed in rapture : " It is thus that our other self should 
be !" At which phrase Locidor again felt startled and frightened ; 
thinking he saw in it an allusion to their future pilgrimage 
common through life. 

From his narrative duty, however, he was soon relieved : for 
the stranger, Antoni, very speedily overshadowed all mountaiit. 
streams, and rocky hanks, and rivers whether hemmed in or left 
at liberty. Under his guidance you now went forward to Genoa ; 
Livomo lay at no great distance ; whatever was moat interesting 
in the country you took with you as fair spoil ; Naples, too, was a 
place yon should see before yon died ; and then, in truth, remained 
Constautmople, which also was by no means to be neglected. 
Antoni's descriptions of the wide world carried the imagination of 
every hearer along with him, though Antoni himself introduced 
little fire into the subject. Julia, quite enraptured, was still no- 
wise satisfied : she longed for Alexandria, Cairo, and above all, for 
the Pyramids ; of which, by the lessons of her intended father* 
in-law, she had gained some moderate knowledge. 

Lucidor next night (he had scarcely shut his door ; the candle 
he had not put down) exclaimed : "Now bethink thee, then : it is 
growing serious ! Thou hast studied and meditated many seriooi 
things : what avails thy law-learning, if thou canst not act like B 
man of law ? View thyself aa a delegate, forget thy own feeHngs, 
and do what it would behove thee to do for another. It thickena 
and closes round me horribly ! The sti-anger is plainly come for 
the soke of Lucinda ; she shows him the fairest, noblest sodal 
and hospitable attentions : that little fool would run through the 
world with any one for anything or nothing, Besides, she is a 
wag ; her interest in cities and countries is a farce, by wMch sho 
keeps US in silence. But why do I look at the afEair so per- 
plexedly, so narrowly ? Is not the Oberamtmann himself the 
most judicious, the clearest, the kindest mediator ? Tboa wilt 
tell him how thou feelest and thinkcst ; and ho will think with 
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tLee, if not likewise feel. With tliy father he haa all influence. 
And is not the one aa well aa the other his daaghter ? What 
■would this Antoni the Traveller with Lncinda, who is bora for 
home, to be happy and to make happy ? Let the wavering qnick- 
ailver fasten itself to the Wandering Jew : that will be a right 
match," 

Next morning Lucidor came down, vrith the firm pnrpose of 
speaking with the father ; and waiting on him expressly to that 
end, at the honrwhen he knew him to be disengaged. How great 
was hia vexation, his perplexity, on learning that the Oberamtniann 
had been called away on business, and was not expected till the 
day after the morrow ! Julia, on this occasion, aeemed to be ex- 
pressly in her travelling fit ; she kept by the world-wanderer, and, 
with some sportive hits at domestic economy, gave up Lneidor to 
Lncinda. If our friend, viewing this noble maiden &om a ce^in 
distance, and nnder one general impression, had ah-eady, with hia 
whole heart, loved her, he failed not now in this nearest nearness 
to discover with doable and tjreble vividness in detail, all that had 
before as a whole attracted him. 

The good old friend of the family now brought himself forward, 
in place of the absent father : he too had lived, had loved ; and 
was now, after many hard baffetings and bmisea of life, resting at 
last, refreshed and cheerful, beside the friend of his youth. He 
enlivened the conversation ; and especially expatiated on perplexi- 
ties in choice of wives ; relating several remarkable examples of 
explanations, both in time and too late. Lacinda appeared in all 
her splendour. She admitted : That accident, in all departments 
of life, and so likewise in the business of marriage, often produced 
the best result ; yet that it was ■finer and prouder when one could 
say he owed his happiness to himself, to the silent calm conviction 
of bis heart, to a noble purpose and a quick determination. Tears 
stood in Lucidor's eyes aa be applauded this sentiment : directly 
afterwards, the two ladies went out. The old president liked well 
to deal in illnstrative histories ; and so the conversation expanded 
itself into details of pleasant instances, which, however, touched 
our hero so closely, that none hut a youth of aa deheate manners 
as his conld have refrained from breaking out vdih his secret. He 
did break out, so soon aa he waa by himself. 

" I have constrained myself !" exclaimed ho : " with such per- 
plexities I will not vex my good father : I have forborne to Bpeak ; 
Cor I see in this worthy old man the sabstitate of both fathers. 
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To liim will I speak ; to him disclose the whole : he will surely 
bring it about ; be has already almost spoken what I wish. Will 
he censure in the individual case what he praises in general ? 
Tomorrow I visit him : I must give vent to this oppression," 

At hreakfaat the old man was not present ; last night he had 
spoken, it appeared, too much ; had sat too long, and likewise 
drunk a drop or two of wine beyond bis custom. Much was said 
in his praise ; many anecdotes were related ; and precisely of sueh 
sayings and doings as bniught Lucidor to despair for not having 
forthwith applied to him. This unpleasant feeling was but ftggra- 
Tated, when he learned that in such attacks of disorder the good 
old man wonld often not make bis re-appearance for a week. 

For social converse a conntry residence has many advantages, 
especially when the owners of it have, for a course of years, been. 
induced, as thinking and feeling persons, to improve the natural 
capabilities of their environs. Such had been the good fortune of 
this spot. The Ohei-amtmann, at first unwedded, then in a long 
happy marriage, himself a man of fortune, and occupying a lucra- 
tive post, had, according to his own judgment and perception, 
according to the taste of his wife, nay at last according to thi 
wishes and whims of bis children, laid out and foi-warded man; 
larger and smaller decorations ; which by degrees being skilflill; 
connected with plantations and paths, aflbrded to the promenad< 
a very beautiful, continually varying, characteristic series 
A pilgrimage through these, our young hosts now proposed to their 
guests ; as in general we take pleasure in showing our improve- 
ments to a stranger, that so what has become habitual in our eyes 
may appear with the charm of novelty in his, and leave with him^'. 
in permanent remembrance, its first favourable impression. 

The nearest, as well as the most distant part of the gronnda, 
was peculiarly appropriate for modest decorations, and altogether' 
rural individualities. Fertile hills alternated with well-watered 
meadows ; bo that the whole was visible from time to time, with- 
out being flat ; and if the land seemed chiefly devoted to pm-- 
poses of utility, the graceful, the attractive, was by no men) 
excluded. 

To the dwelling and offlce-honses were united 
deuB, orchards and green spaces ; out of which you imperceptibh 
passed into a Httle wood, with a broad, clear caiTlage-road wrnil^ 
ing up and down through the midst of it. Here, in 
spot, on the most considerable elevation, there had been a hi 
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erected, with side-cliamberB entering from it. On coming through 
tlio main door, you saw in a lai^e mirror the most (avourable pro- 
spect which the ooiuitry afforded ; and were sure to turn round 
that instant, to recover yoiu-self on the reality from tlio effect of 
this its unexpected image ; for the approach was artfully enough 
contrived, and all that could excite aurprise was carefully hid till 
the last moment. No one entered hut felt himself pleasnrably 
tempted to turn from the mirror to Nature, and from Nature to 
the mirror. 

Once in motion in this fairest, brightest, longest day, onr 
party made a spfritual campaign of it, over and through the whole. 
Here the daughters pointed out the evening seat of their good 
mother, where a stately box-tree had kept clear apace all round 
it. A little farther on, Luciuda's place of momiog-prayer was 
half-roguishly exhibited by Julia : close to a little brook, between 
poplars and aiders, with meadows sloping down from it, and fields 
stretching upwards. It was indescribably pretty. You thought 
you had seen such a spot everywhere, but nowhere so impressive 
and so perfect in its simphcity. In return for this, the young 
master, also haU' against Julia's wUl, pointed out the tiny grovsa 
and child's gardens, which, close by a smig-ljing mill, were now 
Boarcely discernible.: they dated from a time when Julia, perhaps 
in her tenth year, had taken it into her head to become a mil- 
lereas ; intending, after the decease of the two old occupants, to 
assume the management herself, and choose some brave millman 
for her husband. 

" That was at a time," cried Juha, "when I knew nothing 
of towns lying on rivers, or even on the sea ; nothing of Genoa, 
of Naples and the like. Your worthy father, Lucidor, has con- 
verted me; of late I come seldom hither." She sat down with 
a roguish air, on a little bench, that was now scarcely large enough 
for her ; under an elder-bough, which had bent deeply towards 
the ground: "Fie on this cowering!" cried she; then started 
np, and ran off with her gay brother. 

The remaining pafr kept up a rational conversation ; and in 
these cases reason approaches close to the borders of feeling. 
Wandering over changeful, simple natural objects, to contemplate 
at leisure how cunning scheming man contrives to gain some 
prolit from them ; how his perception of what is laid Itefore him, 
combiuiug with the feeling of his wants, does wonders, fii'st in 
renderiug the world inhabitable, then in peopling it, and at last 

^^m overpeopling it : all this could here be talked of in detail. 

^HL VOL. 
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Lucinda gave acconnt of everything ; and, modest as she was, 
she could not hide that these pleasant and convenient combina- 
tions of distant parts by roads, had been her work, nnder the 
proposal, direction, or favour of her revered mother. 

But as the longest day at last bends down to evening, our 
party were at last forced to think of returning ; and while devis- 
ing some pleasant circuit, the merry brother proposed that they 
should take the short road, though it commanded no fine pro- 
spects, and was even in some places more difficult to get over. 
** For,'* cried he, " you have preached all day about your de- 
corations and reparations, and how you have improved and beau- 
tified the scene for pictorial eyes and feeling hearts : let me also 
have my turn.** 

Accordingly they now set forth over ploughed grounds, by 
coarse paths, nay sometimes picking their way by stepping-stones 
in boggy places ; tiU at last they perceived, at some distance, a 
pile of machinery towering up in manifold combination. More 
closely examined, it turned out to be a large apparatus for sport 
and games, arranged not without judgment, and in a certain 
popular spirit. Here, fixed at suitable distances, stood a large 
swing-wheel, on which the ascending and the descending riders 
' might still sit horizontally, and at their ease ; other see-saws, 
swing-ropes, leaping-poles, bowling and nine-pins courses, and 
whatever can be fancied for variedly and equally employing and 
diverting a crowd of people gathered on a large common. ** This,** 
cried he, " is my invention, my decoration ! And though my 
father found the money, and a shrewd fellow the brain necessary 
for it, yet without me, whom you often call a person of no judg- 
ment, money and brain would not have come together.'* 

In this cheerful mood, the whole four reached home by sun- 
set. Antoni also joined them ; but the little Julia, not yet satis- 
fied with this unresting travel, ordered her coach, and set forth 
on a visit to a lady of her Mends, in utter despair at not having 
seen her for two days. The party left behind began to feel em- 
barrassed before they were aware ; it was even mentioned in words 
that the father's absence distressed them. The conversation was 
about to stagnate, when all at once the madcap sprang firom his 
seat, and in a few moments returned with a book, proposing to 
read to the company. Lucinda forbore not to inquire how this 
notion had occurred to him, now for the first time in a twelve- 
month. ** Everything occurs to me,** said he, ** at the proper 
season : this is more than you can say for yourself." He read 





them a eeries of genuine Antique Tales : euch as lead man away 
from himself, flattering Ms wiahes, and making hj in forget «U 
those restrictions, between which, even in the happiest momenta, 
we are still hemmed in. 

" What shall I do now !" cried Lucidor, when at last h 
himself alone. " The hour presses on : in Antoni I have no 
trust ; he is an utter stranger, I know not who he is, 
cornea to be here, nor what he wants ; Lucinda seems to he his 
object .: and if so, what can I expect of bim ? Nothing remains 
for me but applying to Lucinda herself : she must know of it, she 
before all others. This was my first feeling : why do we sti'ay 
into side-paths and subterfuges ? My first thought shall be my 
last, and I hope to reach my aim." 

On Saturday morning, Lucidor, dressed at an early hour, was 
walking to and fi'o in his chamber ; thinking and conning over 
his projected address to Lucinda, when he heard a sort of jestful 
contention before his door, and the door itseK directly afterwards 
went up. The mad yoimter was shoving in a boy before him, 
with coffee and baked ware for the guest ; he himself carried 
cold meats and wine. " Go thou foremost," cried the younker : 
" for the guest must be first served ; I am used to serve myself. 
My friend, today I am entering somewhat early and tumultuoualy; 
but let us take our breakfast in peace ; then we shall see what is 
to be done ; for of our company there ia nothing to be hoped. 
The little one is not yet back from her Mend ; they two have to 
pour out their hearts together every fortnight, otherwise the poor 
dear hearts would burst. On Saturdays, Lucinda ia good for 
nothing ; she balances her household accounts for my fethei' ; she 
would have had me taking share in the concern, but Heaven for- 
bid ! When I know the price of anything, no morsel of it can I 
rehsh. Guests are expected tomon'ow ; the old man baa not yet 
got refitted ; Antoni ia gone to hunt, we will do the same." 

Guns, pouches and dogs were ready, as our pair stept down 
into the court ; and now they set forth over field and bill, shoot- 
ing at best some leveret or so, and perhaps here and there a 
poor indifferent undeserving bird. Meanwhile they kept talking 
of domestic aS'aira, of the household and company at present as- 
sembled in it. Antoni was mentioned, and Lucidor failed not to 
inijuire more narrowly about him. The gay younher, with some 
self- complaisance, asserted, that strange as the man was, and 
luueh mystery as he made about himself, ho, the gay younker, 
had already seen through him and through him. " Without 
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doubt/* continued he, " Antoni is the son of a rich mercantile 
family, whose large partnership concern fell to ruin at the very 
time when he, in the ftdl vigour of youth, was preparing to take 
a cheerful and active hand in their great undertakings, and withal 
to share in their abundant profits. Dashed down from the sum- 
mit of his hopes, he gathered himself together, and undertook to 
perform for straugers what he was no longer in a case to perform 
for his relatives. And so he travelled through the world ; be- 
came thoroughly acquainted with it and its mutual traffickings ; 
in the mean while not forgetting his own advantage. Unwearied 
diligence and tried fidelity obtained and secured for him unbounded 
confidence from many. Thus in aU places he acquired connexions 
and friends ; nay it is easy to see that his fortune is as widely 
scattered abroad as his acquaintance ; and accordingly his pre- 
sence is from time to time required in aU quarters of the world." 

These things the merry younker told in a more circumstantial 
and simple style, introducing many farcical observations, as if he 
meant to spin out his story to full length. 

*' How long, for instance,** cried he, *' has this Antoni been 
connected with my father ! They think I see nothing, because I 
trouble myself about nothing ; but for this very reason, I see it 
better, as I take no interest in it. To my father he has intrusted 
large sums, who again has deposited them securely and to ad- 
vantage. It was but last night that he gave our old dietetic 
friend a casket of jewels ; a finer, simpler, costlier piece of ware 
I never cast my eyes on, though I saw this only with a single 
glance, for they make a secret of it. Most probably it is to be 
consigned to the bride for her pleasure, satisfaction and future 
security. Antoni has set his heart on Lucinda ! Yet when I 
see them together, I cannot think it a well-assorted match. The 
hop-skip would have suited him better ; I believe, too, she would 
take him sooner than the elder would. Many a time I see her 
looking over to the old curmudgeon, so gay and sympathetic, as 
if she could find in her heart to spring into the coach with him, 
and fly ofi* at full gallop." Lucidor collected himself: he knew 
not what to answer ; all that he heard obtained his internal ap- 
probation. The younker proceeded ; '' All along the girl has had 
a perverted liking for old people : I believe, of a truth, she would 
have skipped away and wedded your father, as briskly as she 
would his son.** 

Lucidor followed his companion, over stock and stone, as it 
pleased the gay youth to lead him : both forgot the chase, which 







at any rate could not be productive. They called at a farm-liouse, 
where, being hospitably received, the one friend entertained him- 
self with eating, drinking and tattling ; the other again plunged 
into meditations, and projects for turning this new discovery to 
his own profit. 

From all these narrations and diaclosurea, Lncidor had acquired 
ao much coufidence in Antoni, that immediately on their return 
he asked for him, and hastened into the garden, where he was said 
to be. In vain ! No aonl was to be seen anywhere. At last ho 
entered the door of the great Hall ; and strange enough, the Bet- 
ting son, reflected from the mirror, so dazzled him, that he could 
not recognise the two persons, who were sitting on the sofa ; though 
he saw distinctly that it was a lady and a man, which latter was 
that instant wannly kissing the hand of hia companion. How 
great, accordingly, was Lncidor's astoniahment, when, on recover- 
ing his clearness of vision, he beheld Antoni sitting by Lucinda ! 
He was like to sink through the ground : he stood, however, aa 
if rooted to the spot ; till Lucinda, in the kindest, most unembar- 
rassed manner, shifted a little to a side, and invited him to take 
a seat on her right hand. Unconsciously he obeyed her, and while 
she addressed him, inquiring after hia present day's hiatory, asloDg 
pardon for her absence on domestic engagements, he could scarcely 
hear her voice. Antoni rose, and took hia leave: Lucinda, resting 
herself from her toil, as the others were doing, invited Lncidor to 
a short stroll. Walking by her side, he was sUent and embar- 
rassed ; she, too, seemed ill at ease : and had he been in the 
slightest degree self-collected, her deep-drawn breathing must have 
disclosed to him that she had heartfelt sighs to suppress. She 
at last took her leave, aa they approached the house : he on the 
other hand turned round at first slowly, then at a violent pace lo 
the open country. The park was too narrow for him ; be hastened 
through the fields, listening only to the voice of his heart, and 
without eyes for the beauties of this loveliest evening. When he 
found himself alone, and hia feelings were relieving their, violence 
in a shower of tears, he exclaimed : 

"Already in my life, but never with snch fierceness, have I felt 
the agony wliich now makes me altogether wretched : to see the 
long-wished-for happiness at length reach me ; hand-in-hand and 
arm-in-arm unite vnth me ; and at the same moment announce its 
eternal departure ! I was sitting by her, I was walking by her ; 
her flnttering garment touched me, and I have lost her ! Reckon _ 
it not over, torture not thy heart with it ; be silent, and dete 
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He laid a prohibition on Ms lips ; he held his peace, and planned , 
and meditated, stepping over field and meadow and bnah, not 
always by the smoothest paths. Late at night, on returning to 
his chamber, he gave voice to his thoughts for a moment, and 
cried : " Tomorrow morning I am gone ; another such day I will 
not front." 

And so, without undreasing, he threw himself on the bed. 
Happy, healthy season of youth ! He was already asleep : the 
fatigiuDg motion of the day had earned for him the sweetest rest. 
Ont of bright morning dreams, however, the earliest sun awoke 
him : this was the longest day in the year ; and for him it threat- 
ened to be too long. If the grace of the peaceful evening-star had 
passed over him unnoticed, he felt the awakening beanty of tl 
morning only to despair. The world was lying here as glorious 
as ever ; to his eyes it was still so ; bat his soul contradicted it : 
all this belonged to him no longer : he had lost Ludnda. 

His traveUing-hag was soon packed ; this he was to leave be- ] 
hind him ; he left no letter with it ; a verbal message in excuse 
of absence from dinner, perhaps also from supper, might be left 
with the groom, whom at any rate he must awaken. The groom, 
however, was awake ab^dy : Lucidor found bini in the yard, 
walking with large strides before the stable-door. " You do not J 
mean to ride?" cried the nsually good-natured man, with a tone I 
of some spleen. " To you I may say it ; but young master is ' 
growing worse and worse. There was he driving about far and 
near yesterday ; you might have thought he would thank God for 
a Sunday to rest in. And see, if he does not come this morning 
before daybreak, rummages. about in the stable, and whUe I am i 
getting up, saddles and bridles your horse, flings himself on it, a 
and cries : ' Do but consider the good work I am doing ! This I 
beast keeps jogging on at a staid juridical trot, I must see and .1 
rouse biTTi into a smart life-gallop.' He said something jaet so, 
and other strange speeches besides." 

Lucidor was doubly and trebly vexed : he liked the horse, aa I 
corresponding to his own character, his own mode of life ; it \ 
grieved him to figure his good sensible beast in the hands of a I 
madcap. His plan, too, was overturned ; his purpose of flying to J 
a college friend, with whom he had lived in cheerful cordial nnioD, 
and in this crisis seeking refnge beside him. His old confidence J 
had been awakened, the intervening miles were not counted ; 
had fancied himself already at the side of his tniehearted and ] 
judicious friend, finding counsel and assuagement from his words ] 
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i looks. This prospect was now cnt off : yet not entirely, if he 
old venture with the fresh pedeatiian limbs, which still stood at 
3 command, to set forth towards the goal. 
First of all, accordingly, he struck through the park ; making 
for the open country, and the road which was to lead b'm to his 
friend. Of his direction he wos not quite certain, when looking to 
the left, his eye fell upon the Hermitage, which had hitherto been 
kept secret from him ; a strange edifice, rising with grotesque 
joinery through bush and tree : and here, to his extreme astonish- 
ment, he observed the good old man, who for some days had been 
considered sick, standing in the gallery under the Chinese roof, 
and looking blithely through the soft moniing. The friendhest 
salutation, the most pressing entreaties to come up, Lucidor re- 
sisted with excuses and gestures of haste. Nothing hut sympathy 
with the good old man, who, hastening down with infirm step, 
seemed every moment in danger of falling to the bottom, could 
induce him to turn thither, and then suffer himself to be con- 
ducted up. With surprise he entered the pretty little hall ; it had 
only three ^vindowa, tamed towards the park ; a moat graceful 
prospect : the other sides were decorated, or rather covered, with 
hundreds of portraits, copperplate or painted, which were fixed in 
a certain order to the wall, and separated by coloured borders and 
interstices. 

' ' I fiiTour you, my friend, more than I do every one ; this is 
the sanetuajy in which I peaceiiilly spend my last days. Here I 

t recover myself from all the mistakes which society tempts me to 
commit : here my dietetic errors are corrected, and my old being 
Ib again restored to equilibrium." 
'- Lucidor looked over the place ; and being well read in history, 
be easily observed that an historical taste had presided in its ar- 
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Above, there, in the frieze," said the old virtuoso, " you will 

find the names of distinguished men in the primitive ages ; then 

those of later antiquity; yet still only their names, for how they 

looked would now be difficult to discover. But here, in the main 

Id, comes my own life into play: here are the men whose names 

used to hear mentioned in my boyhood. For some fifty years 

flo, the name of a distinguished man continues in the remem- 

of the people ; then it vanishes, or becomes fabulous. 

Though of German parentage, I was horn in Holland ; and for 

me, William of Orange, Stadtholder, and King of England, in the 

itriarch of all common great men and heroes. 
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" Now, close by William, you observe Lotiis Fourteentli aa 
the person who — " How gladly would Lucidor have cut short 
the good old man, Lad it bat been permitted bim, aa it is to ua 
the naiTators : for the whole late and latest history of the world 
seemed impending ; as from the portraits of Frederick the Great 
iiud his generals, towards which he was glancing, was but too 
clearly to be gathered. 

And though the kindly young man could not but respect Ma 
old friend's lively sympathy in these things, or deny that aome in- 
dividual features and views in this exhibitory discourse might be 
interesting ; yet at college he had heard the late and latest history 
of Europe already ; and what a man has once heard, he &nciea 
himself to know forever. Lucidor's thoughts were wandering 6ir 
away; he heard not, he scarcely saw : and was just on the point, 
in spite of all politeness, of flinging himself out, and tumbling 
down the long fatal stair, when a loud ckppiug of hands was heard 
from hulow. 

While Lucidor restrained his movement, the old man looked 
over throngh the window, and a well-known voice resounded from 
beneath ; " Come down, for Heaven's sake, out of your historic 
picture-gallery, old gentleman ! Conclude jour fasts and humilia- 
tions, and help me to appease our young friend, when he leama 
it. Lucidor's horse I have ridden somewhat hard ; it has lost a 
shoe, and I was obliged to leave the beast behind me. What will 
he say ? Ho is too absurd, when one behaves absurdly." 

" Come up I" said the old man, and turned in to Lucidor : 
"Now, what say you ?" Lucidor was silent, and the wild blade 
entered. The discussion of the business lasted long : at length 
it was determined to dispatch the groom forthwith, that he might 
seek the horse and take charge of it. 

Leaving the old man, the two younkers hastened to the house ; 
Lucidor, not quite unwillingly, submitting to this arrangement. 
Come of it what might, within these waUs the sole wish of his 
heart was included. In such desperate cases, we are, at any rate, 
cnt off from the assistance of our free will ; and we feel ourselves 
relieved for a moment, when, from any quarter, direction and con* 
straint takes hold of us. Yet, on entering his chamber, he foond 
himself in the strangest mood ; like a man who, having just left 
an apartment of an inn, is forced to return to it, by the breaking 
of an axle. 

The gay yonnker fell upon the travelling-bag, unpacking it all 
in due order, especially selecting every article of holyday Apparel, 
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which, though only on the travelling Boale, was to be fonnd there. 
He forced Lacidor to put on fresh shoes and stockings ; he dressed 
for him his clustering brown locka, and decked him at all poiats 
with hia best akill. Then stopping back, and survejing our friend 
and his own handiwork from head to foot, he esdairaed; "Now, 
then, my good fellow, you do look like a man tliat has some pre- 
tensions to pretty damsels ; and serious enough, moreover, to spy 
about you for a bride. Wait one moment I You shall see how 
I too can produce myself, when the hour strikes. This knack I 
learned from your military officers ; the girls are always glancing 
at them ; so I likewise have enrolled myself among a certain 
Soldiery ; and now they look at me too, and look again, and no 
soul of them knows what to make of it. And so, from this look- 
ing and relooking, from this Bur])riae and attention, a pretty enough 
result now and then arises ; which, though it were not lasting, is 
worth enjoying for the moment. 

" But, come along, my fiuend, and do the like service for me ! 
When you have seen me case myself by piecemeal in my equip- 
ment, you will not say that wit and invention hare been denied 
He now led hia friend through several long spacious pass- 
of the old castle, " I have quite nestled myself here," cried 
" Though I care not for hiding, I like to be alone; you can 
^ no good with other people." 

They were passing by the office-rooms, just as a servant came 
out with a patriarchal writing- apparatus, black, massive and com- 
plete ; paper, too, was not forgotten. 

" I knowwhat is to be blotted here again," cried the younker : 
" go thy ways, and leave me the key. Take a look of the place, 
Lucidor ; it will amuse yon till I am dressed. To a friend of 
justiee, such a spot ia not odious, as to a tamer of horses," And 
with this, he pushed Lucidor into the ball of judgment. 

Lucidor felt himself directly in a well-known and friendly 
lement ; ho thought of the days when he, fised down to business, 

sat at HDoh a table ; and listening and writing, had trained 
iself to his art. Nor did he fail to observe, that in this ease 
old stately domestic Chapel had, under tho change of religious 
ideae, been converted to the service of Thenua. In the reposi- 
toriea he found some titles and acts afready familiar to him ; in 
these very matters he had cooperated, while labouring in the 
Capitol. Opening a handle of papers, there came into his hands 
a rescript which he himself had dictated ; another, of which he 

been tho originator. Handwriting and paper, signet and pre- 
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sident's aignatare, everything reeaUed to bim that season of jnri- 
dical effort, of yotttkfij hope. And here, when he looked round, 
and saw the Oberaratmaim's chair, appointed and intended for 
himself; sofeir a place, so dignified a circle of activity, which he 
was now lilie to cast away and utterly lose, all this oppressed 
him doubly and trebly, as the form of Lucinda seemed to retire 
from him at the same time. 

He turned to go out into the open air, but fo4md himself a 
prisoner. His gay friend, heedlessly or roguishly, had left the 
door locked. Lncidor, however, did not long continue in this 
durance : for the other returned ; apologised for hia oversight, 
«nd really called forth good humour by his singular appearance. 
A certain audacity of colour and cut in his clothes was softened 
by natural taste, as oven to tattooed Indians we refnse not a cer- 
tain approbation, "Today," cried he, "the tedium of bygone 
days shall be made good to us. Worthy friends, merry friends 
are come ; pretty girls, roguislj and fond ; and myJ'ather to boot ; 
and wonder on wonder ! your father too. This will be a feBtival 
tmly ; they are all assembled for breakfast in the parlour.' 

With Lucidor, at this piece of information, it was as if he 
were looking into deep fog ; all the figm'es, known and unknown, 
which the words announced to him, assumed a spectral aspect; 
yet hia resolution, and the conaciousneaa of a pure heart, sna- 
tained him ; and, in a few seconds, he felt himself prepared for 
everything. He followed his hastening friend with a steady step, 
firmly determined to await the isane, be what it might, and expltun 
his own purposes, come what come might. 

And yet, at the very threshold of the hall, he was struck with 
some alarm. In a large half circle, ranged round by the windows, 
he immediately descried his fiither with the Oboramtmann, both 
splendidly attired. The two sisters, Antoni, and others knows 
and unknown, he hurried over with a glance, which was threaten- 
ing to grow dim. Half wavering, he approached his fiither; who 
bade him welcome with the utmost kindneas, yet in a certain style 
of formality which scarcely invited any trustful application. Sttmd'' 
ing before so many persona, he looked ronnd to find a place amone 
them for a moment : he might have arranged himself beside La-j 
cinda ; but Julia, contrary to the rigour of etiquette, made rooifi 
for him, so that he was forced to step to her side. Antoni ooim 
tinned by Lucinda. 1 

At this important moment, Lncidor again felt as if be were ■ 
delegate ; and, steeled by his whole juridical science, he called un 
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in his own favour the fine maxim : That we should transact affairs 
delegated to ua by a stranger, as if they were onr own ; why not 
our own, therefore, in the same spirit ? Well practised in official 
orations, he speedily ran over what he had to say. But the com- 
pany, ranged in a formal semidrcle, seemed to out-Hank Mm. 
The purport of his speech he knew well ; the beginning of it he 
could not find. At this crisis, he observed on a table, in the 
comer, the large ink-glass, and several clerks sitting roimd it : 
the Oberamtmann made a movement as if to solicit attention for 
a speech ; Lucidor wished to anticipate bim ; and, at that very 
moment, .Julia pressed his hand. This threw him out of all self- 
possession ; convinced him that all was decided, all lost for him. 

With the whole of these negotiations, these family aUiances, 
with social conventions and rules of good manners, he had now 
nothing more to do : he snatched his hand Irom Julia's, and 
vanished so rapidly Irom the room, that the company lost him 
unawares, and he out of doora could not find himself again. 

Shrinking from the light of day, which shone down upon him 
in its highest splendour ; avoiding the eyes of men ; dreading 
search and pursuit, he hurried forwards, and reachod the large 
garden-hall. Here his knees were like to fail him; he rushed 
in, and throw himself, utterly comfortless, upon the sofa beneath 
the mirror. Amid the polished arrangements of society, to be 
caught in such unspeakable perplexity ! It dashed to and fro 
like waves about bim and within him. His past existence was 
strugglmg with his present ; it was a frightful moment. 

And so he lay for a time, with hia face hid in the cushion, on 
which last night Lueinda's arm had rested. Altogether sunk in 
his sorrow, ho had heard no footsteps approach ; feehng some one 
touch him, he started up, and perceived Lucinda standing by his 
side. 

Fancying they had sent her to bring him back, had commis- 
sioned her to lead him with fit sisterly words into the assemblage 
to front hia hated doom, he exclaimed : " You they should not 
have sent, Luciuda ; for it was you that drove me away. I will 
not return. Give mo, if you are capable of any pity, procure me 
convenience and means of flight. For, that you yourself may 
testify how impossible it was to bring me back, listen to the ex- 
planation of my conduct, which to you and all of them must seem 
insane. Hear now the oath which I have sworn in my soul, and 
which 1 incessantly repeat in words : with you only did I wish to 
'ire ; with yon to enjoy, to euiploy my days, from youtli to old 



age, in trne honourable union. And let ttia te as firm and sura I 
as aagbt ever sworn before the altar ; this which I now Bwear, I 
now when I leave you, the most pitiable of all men." I 

He made a movement to glide paat her, aa she stood closel 
before him ; but she caught him softly in her arms. " What is'J 
tliis !" exclaimed he. I 

"Lucidor!" cried she, "not pitiable as you think: yoa arej 
mine, I am yours ; I hold you in my arms j delay not to throw ■ 
your arms about mo. Your father has agreed to all; Antonil 
marries my sister." I 

In astonishment he recoiled from her : " Can it be ?" Lu- 1 
cinda smiled and nodded ; he drew back from her anna. " Let ■ 
me view once more, at a distance, what is to be mine so nearly, so I 
in separably ?" He grasped her hands : "Lucinda, are you mine?" I 

She answered : " Well, then, yes," the Bweeteat tears in the ' 
truest eyes ; he clasped her to his breast, and threw his head 
behind hers ; he hung like a shipwrecked mariner oo the clifTs of 
the coast ; the ground still shook nnder him. And now hia en- 
raptured eye, again opening, hghted on the mirror. He saw her 
there in his arms, himself clasped in hers ; he looked down, and 
again to the image. Such emotions accompany man throiighont 
Ms Hfe. In the mirror, also, be beheld the landscape, which last 
night had appeared to him so baleful and ominous, now lying 
fairer and brighter than ever ; and himself in such a postore, on 
such a background ! Abundant recompense for all sorrows ! J 

" We are not alone," said Lucinda ; and scarcely had he re- 1 
covered from his rapture, when, all decked and garlanded, a cam->l 
pany of girls and boys came forward, carrying wreaths of flowers, " 
and crowding the entrance of the Hall. " This is not the way," 
cried Lucinda : " how prettily it was arranged, and now it ia all 
running into tumult!" A gay march sonnded from a distance; 
and the company were seen coming on by the large road in stately 1 
prooeaaion, Lucidor hesitated to advance towards them ; only I 
on her arm did he seem certain of his steps. She stayed beside I 
him, expecting from moment to moment the solenio scene ofl 
meeting, of thanks for pardon already given. I 

Bat hy the capricious gods it was otherwise deteiTuined. Thefl 
gay clanging sound of a postillion's horn, from the opposite side,l 
seemed to throw the whole ceremony into rout. "Who casl 
be coming?" cried Lucinda. The thought of a strange presence] 
was Erightfiil to Lucidor ; and the carriage seemed entirdy nn-l 
Ivnown to him. A double -seated, new, spick-and-span now, tra-« 
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lin^ chaise ! It rolled up to the hall. -A well- dressed, handsomo 
boy sprang down ; opened the door ; but no one dismounted ; the 
empty. The boy stept into it ; with a dextrous touch 
or two he threw back the tilts ; and there, in a twinkling, stood 
the daintiest vehicle in readiness for the gayest drive, before the 
eyes of the whole party, who were now advancing to the spot. 
Antoni, oathastening the rest, led Julia to the carriage. " Try 
if this machine," said he, " wiU please you ; if you can sit in it, 
and over the smoothest roads, roil through the world beside mo : 
I will lead yoa by no other but the smoothest ; and when a strait 
comes, we shall know how to help ourselves. Over the moun- 
tains Bumptera shall carry us, and our coach also," 

" You are a dear creature !" cried Julia. The boy came for- 
ward ; and with the qnickneas of a conjaror, exhibited all the 
convenienceB, little advantages, comforts and celerities of the whole 
light edifice. 

" On Earth I have no thanks," cried Julia ; " but from this 
Bttle moving Heaven, from this cloud, into which you raise me, I 
'Will heartily thank you," 8he had already boimded in, throwing 
him Mnd looks and a kiss of the hand. " For the present you 
come not hither; but there is another whom I mean to take along 
with me in this proof excursion ; he himself has stiU a proof to 
undergo." She called to ^ucidor; who, just then occupied in 
route conversation with his father and father-in-law, willingly took 
refuge in the Ught vehicle ; feeling an irresistible necessity to dis- 
sipate his thoughts in some way or other, though it were hut for 
a moment. Ho placed himself beside her ; she directed the pos- 
tillion where he was to drive. Instantly they darted off, enveloped 
in a cloud of dust ; and vanished from the eyes of the amazed 
gpectators. 

( Julia fixed hei'self in the comer as firmly and commodiously 
iB she could wish. "Now do you shift into that one too, good 
brother ; bo tliat we may look each other rightly in the face." 

lAicidfir. You feel my eonfuBion, my embarrassment : I am 
still as if in a dream ; help me out of it. 

Julia. Look at these gay peasants, how kindly they salute 
as t You have never seen the Upper Hamlet yet, since you came 
hither. All good suhBtantial people tliere, and all thoroughly 
devoted to me. No one of them so rich that yon cannot, by 
a time, do a little land service to him. This road, which we 
whirl along so smoothly, is my father's doing ; another of his 
inefits to the community. 



Lucidor. I believe it, and willingly admit it : bat what hard 
these external things to do with the perplexity of my intern 



la. Patience a little ! I will show yon the riches t 
world and the glory thereof. Here now we are at the top ! _ 
but look how clear the level coontry lies all round ns leaning 
against the mountains! AJI these villages are much, much in- 
debted to my father ; to mother and daughters too. The grounds 
of yon little hamlet are the border. 

Laeidor. Surely you are in a very strange mood : you do n 
seem to be saying what you meant to say. 

Julia. But now look down to the left ; how beautifully all thi 
unfolds itself ! The Church, with its high lindena ; the Amthaus J 
with its poplars, behind the village knoll! Here, too, are tlw 
garden and the park. 

The postilHou drove faster. 

Jtdia. The Hall up yonder yon know : it looks almost as wel 
here, as this scene does &oni it. Here, at the tree, we shall b 
a moment : now in this very spot our image is reflected in t 
large mirror : there they see us full well, but we cannot see otaM 
selves. — Go along, postillion ! There, some little while ago, twB 
people, I believe, were reflected at a shorter distance; and, iff 
am not exceedingly mistaken, to their great mutual satisfaction. 

Lucidor, in ill humour, answered nothing : they went on !aff, 
pome time in silence, driving very hard. "Here,"said Julia, ' 
bad road begins : a service left for you to do, aflfce day. Befor 
we go lower, look down once more. My mother's bos-tree r 
with its royal summit over all the rest. Thou wilt drive,"' 
tinned sho to the postUlion, " down this rough road ; we shall take 
the footpath through the dale, and so be sooner at the other side 
than thou." In dismounting, sho cried: "Well, now, youwiH 
confess, the "WaEdering Jew, this restless Antoni the Traveller, 
can arrange his pilgrimages prettily enough for himself and bis 
companions : it is a very beautiful and commodious carriage." 

And with this she tripped away down hill : Lucidor followecl 
her, in deep thought ; she was sitting on a pleasant seat ; it woa 
Lncinda'a httle spot. She invited him to sit by her. 

Julia. So now we are sitting here, and one is nothing to t 
other. Thus it was destined to be. The httle Quicksilver woul 
not suit yon. Love it you could not, it was hateful to you. 

Lucidor's astonishment increased. 

Julia. But Lucmda, indeed .' She is the paragon of all per-J 
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^ fections ; and the pretty sister was once for aJl east out. I see 
it, the questioD hovers on your lips : who has told ns all bo 

I accurately ? 
Lucdor. There is treachery in it ! 
Julia. Yes, truly ! There has beeu a Traitor at work iu the 
matter. 
Liicidor. Name him. 
Julia. He is soon unmasked : You ! You have the praise- 
Worthy or blameworthy custom of talking to yourself: and now, in 
the name of all, I most confess that in tmn we have overheard you. 
lAicidor (starting np). A sorry piece of hospitality, to lay 
^ares for a stranger in this way ! 
Julia. By no means ! We thought not of watching you, more 
than any other. But, you know, your bed stands in the recess of 
the wall ; on the opposite side is another alcove, commonly em- 
^, ployed for laying up household articles. Hither, some days before, 
H^Lne had shifted our old man's bed; being anxious about bim in 
^^^KiB remote Hermitage : and here, the fii-st night, you started 
^^^Esome such passionate soliloquy, which he nest morning took his 
^^^ opportunity of rehearsing. 

Lucidor had not the heart to interrupt her. He withdrew. 
Julia (rising and following him), Wliat a service this dis- 
covery did us all ! For I will confess, if you were not positively 
disagreeable, the situation which awaited me was not by any means 
to my mind. To be Frau Oberamtmannin, what a dreadful state ! 
_ To have a brave gaUaut husband, who is to pass judgment on the 
jieople ; and, for sheer judgment, cannot get to justice ! Who can 
Llease neither high nor low ; and, what is worst, not even bim - 
^elf ! I know what my poor mother suffered fi-om the incorrupti- 
"" 'ility, the inflexibility of my father. At last, indeed, but not till 
%Gr death, a certain meekness took possession of him : he seemed 
~ I suit himself to the world, to make a truce with those evils 
iPrhich, till then, he had vainily striven to conquer. 

Lucidor (stopping short ; extremely discontented with the 

Irinoident ; vexed at this light mode of treating it). For the sport 

of an evening this might pass ; but to practise such a disgracing 

mystification day and night against an unsuspicious stranger, is 

not pardonable. 

Julia. We are all equally deep in the crime ; we all heark- 
ened you : yet I alone pay the penalty of eaves -dropping. 

Lucid-or, All ! So much the more unpardonable 1 And how 
could you look at me, throughout the day, without bluBhing, 
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>¥hom at night you were so coutcmptuonsly oveireaehing ? B 
I see clearly with a glance, that your arrangements by day we 
planned to make mockery of me. A fine family ! And where v 
your father's love of justice all tMs while ! — iVnd Lucinda ! — 

Julia. And Lucinda ! What a tone was that ! You meant 
Bay, did not you, How deeply it grieved your heart to think ill 
Lucinda, to rank her in a claBS with the rest of us ? 

iMcidor. I cannot understand Lucinda. 

Julia. In other words, this pure noble soul, this peacefuJ 
composed nature, benevolence, goodness itaeK, this woman as 8 
should be, unites with a light-minded company, with a freakii 
sister, a spoiled brother, and certain mysterious persons ! Tb 
is incomprehensible ! 

Lucidor. Yes, indeed, it is in comprehensible. 

Julia. Comprehend it then ! Lucinda, like the rest of UB, lii 
her bands bound. Could you have seen her perplexity, how fa 
she would have told you all, how often she was on the very e 
of doing it, yon would now love her doubly and trebly, if inda 
true love were not always tenfold and hundredfold of itself. I oi 
assure you, moreover, that all of as at length thought the jo] 
too long. 

Lucid-or. Why did yon not end it, then ? 

Julia. That, too, I must explain. No sooner had my fatb 
got intelligence of your first monologue, and seen, as vras easy t 
do, that none of his children would object to such an exchangi 
than he determined on visiting your father. The importance ( 
the business gave him much anxiety. A father alone can feel t' 
respect which is due to a father. " He must be informed of it i 
the first place," said mine, " that he may not in the end, whf 
we are all agreed, be reduced to give a forced and displeased c 
sent. I know him well ; I know how any thought, any wiah, . 
purpose cleaves to liim ; and I have my own fears ahont the isE 
Julia, his maps and pictures, be has long viewed as one thing 
he has it in his eye to transport all this hither, when the yoni 
pair are once settled here, and his old pupil cannot change b( 
abode so readily ; on as he is to bestow his holydaya ; and wh 
knows what other kind Mendly things he has projected. He mof 
forthwith be informed what a trick Nature has played us, whil 
yet nothing is declared, nothing is determined." And with tbii 
he exacted li'om ua all the most solemn promise that we should ob 
serve you, and, come what might, retain you here till his r 
How tliis return has been protracted ; what art, toil and ] 
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veranoe it lias cost to gain your father's consent, he himself will 
inform you. In short, the bnsiness is adjusted; Lucinda is yours, 

And thus had the two promenaders, sharply removing from 
their first resting-place, then pausing by the way, then speaking 
and walking slowly through the green fields, at last reached the 
height, where another well-levelled road received them. The 
oarriage came whirling up : Julia in the mean while turned her 
friend's attention to a strange sight. The whole machinery, of 
which her gay brother had bragged bo much, was now alive and 
in motion ; the wheels were ab-eady heaving ap and down a multi- 
tnde of people : the see-saws were flying ; may-poles had their 
climbers ; and many a bold artful awing and spring over the heads 
of an innumerable multitude you might see ventiured. The younker 
had set all a-going, that so the guests, after dinner, might have 
a gay spectacle awaiting them. "Thou viilt drive throogh the 
Nether Hamlet," cried Julia; "the people wish me well, and 
tbey shall see how well I am off." 

The Hamlet was empty ; the young people had all run to the 
swings and see-saws ; old men and women, roused by the driver's 
horn, appeared at doors and windows ; every ono gave salutationa 
and blessings, exclaiming : " what a lovely pair !" 

Julia. There, do you hear? We should have suited well 
umgh together, after all ; you may rue it yet. 

Luddoi: Bat uow, dear sister ! 

> Julia. Ha ! Now dear, when you are rid of mc ? 
■ Lucidur. One single word ! On you rests a heavy accusa- 
: what did you mean by that squeeze of the hand, when you 

ff and felt my dreadful situation ? A thing so radically wicked 
Iftve never met with in my life before, 

Julia. Thank Heaven, we are uow quits ; now all is par- 
ried. I had no mind for you, that is certain ; but that you had 

lerly and absolutely no mind for me, this was a thing which no 

young woman could forgive ; and the squeeze of the hand, observe 
you, was for the rogue. I do confess, it was almost too roguish; 
and I forgive myself, because I forgive you ; and so let all be for- 
gotten and forgiven ! Here is my hand. 

He took it ; she cried : " Here wo are again I In our park 
again ; and so in a trice we whirl through the wide world, and 
back too ; we shall meet again." 

They had reached the garden-hall ; it seemed empty ; the 
company, th'ed of waiting, had gone out to walk. Antoni, how- 

Kr, and Lucinda, came forth. Julia stepping from the carriage 
VOL. n. z 
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flew to. her friend ; she thanked him in a cordial embrace, and 
restrained not the most joyful tears. The brave man's cheeks 
reddened, his features looked forth unfolded; his eye glanced 
moist ; and a fair imposing youth shone through the veil. 

And so both pairs moved off to join the company, with feel- 
ings which the finest dream could not have given them. 



Chapter Last. 

" Thus, my friends,'* said Lenardo, after a short preamble, 
** if we survey the most populous provinces and kingdoms of the 
firm Earth, we observe on all sides that wherever an available soil 
appears, it is cultivated, planted, shaped, beautified ; and in the 
same proportion, coveted, taken into possession, fortified and de- 
fended. Hereby we bring home to our conceptions the high worth 
of property in land ; and are obliged to consider it as the first and 
, best acquirement that can be allotted to man. And if on closer 
inspection we find parental and filial love, the union of country- 
men and townsmen, and therefore the universal feeling of patriot- 
ism, founded immediately on this same interest in the soil, we 
cannot but regard that seizing and retaining of Space, in the great 
or the small scale, as a thing still more important and venerable. 
Yes, Nature herself has so ordered it ! A man bom on the glebe 
comes by habit to belong to it ; the two grow together, and the 
fairest ties are spun from their union. Who is there, then, that 
would spitefully disturb this foundation-stone of all existence ; 
that would blindly deny the worth and dignity of such precious 
and peculiar gifts of Heaven ? 

** And yet we may assert, that if what man possesses is of 
great worth, what he does and accomplishes must be of still 
greater. In a wide view of things, therefore, we must look on 
property in land as one small part of the possessions that have 
been given us. Of these the greatest and the most precious part 
consists especially in what is movable, and in what is gained by 
a moving life. 

** Towards this quarter, we younger men are peculiarly con- 
strained to turn; for though we had inherited from our fathers 
the desire of abiding and continuing, we find ourselves called by 
a thousand causes nowise to shut our eyes against a wider out- 
look and survey. Let us hasten, then, to the shore of the Ocean, 
and convince ourselves what boundless spaces are still lying open 



^ activity ; and confess tliat, hy the bare thouglit of this, we are 
msed to new vigour. 

''Yet, not to lose ourselves in these vast expansea, let us 

rect ourattention to the long and large surface of so manycoun- 

s and kingdoms, combined together on the face of the Earth. 

tere we behold great tracts of land tenanted by Nomadcs ; whose 

■na are movable, whose life-supporting household goods can be 

inaferred from place to place. We see them in the middle of 

3 deserts, on wide green pasturages, lying as it were at anchor 

I their desired haven. Such movement, such wandering, be- 

babit with them, a necessity ; in the end they grow to 

![ard the surface of the world as if it were not bulwarked by 

nintains. were not cut asunder by atreaniH. Have we not 

sen the North-east flow towards the South-west, one people 

^ving another before it, and lordship and property altogether 

" iged? 

" From over-popoloas countries, a similar calamity may again, 
f the gi-eat circle of vicissitudes, occur more than once. "Wbat 
e have to dread from foreigners, it may he difficult to say ; but 
'ouB enough, that by our own over-population, we our- 
^Tfis are thronging one another in our ovm domains, and with- 
nt waiting to be driven, aie driving oue another forth, passing 
ntence of banishment each against his fellow. 

" Here now is the place and season for giving scope in our 
jBoms, without spleen or anger, to a love of movement ; for 
afettering that impatient wish which excites U8 to change our 
Yet, whatever we may purpose and intend, let it be ac- 
mplisbed not from passion, or from any other influence of force, 
pit from a conviction corresponding to the wisest judgment and 
{liberation. 

"It has been said, and over again said: Where I am well, 

iMny country ! But this consolatory saw were better worded : 

liere I am useful, is my country ! At home, you may be uae- 

BB, and the fact not instantly observed ; abroad in the world, 

e useless man is speedily convicted. And now, if I say : Let 

1 endeavour everywhere to be of use to himself and others, 

B is not a precept, or a counsel, hat the utterance of life itself. 

" Cast a glance over the terrestrial hall, and for the present 

ftre the ocean out of sight ; let not its hurrying fleets distract 

IT thoughts ; but fix your eye on the firm earth, and be amazed 

( eeo how it is overflowed with a swarming ant-tribe, jostling 

3 crossing, an^ running to and fro forever ! So was it ordained 
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of the Lord IiimseU, whou, obstnicting the Tower of Babel, 
scattered the human race abroad into all the world. Let ue pral 
his name on this account, for the blessing has extended to i 
generations. 

" Observe now, and cheerfully, how the young, on every siii 
instantly get into movement. As instruction ia not offered thai 
within doors, and knocks not at their gates, they hasten forlJ 
with to those countries and cities whither the call of soier 
and wisdom allures them. Here, no sooner havo they gainn 
a rapid and scanty training, than they feel themselves impellq 
to look round in the world, whether here and there some pro£fl 
able experience, applicable to their objects, may not be met win 
and appropriated. Let these try their fortune ! We turn froa 
them to those completed and distinguished men, those noble iq 
quirers into Nature, who wittingly encounter every difBcidty, t 
peril, that to the world they may lay the world open, and, throu^ 
the most Impassable, pave easy roads. 

"But obBerve also, on beaten highways, bow dust on dvs 
in long cloudy trains, mounts up, betokening the track of oois 
moJioua top-laden carriages, in which the rich, the noble, and a| 
many others, are whirled along;. whose varying purposes and d 
positions Yorick has most daintily explained to ns. 

" These the stout craftsman, on foot, may cheerily gaze aftera 
for whom his coontry has made it a duty to appropriate fore _ 
skill, and not till this has been accomplished, to revisit his patar 
nal heai'th. In still greater numbers do traffickers and deal 
meet us on our road ; the little trader must not neglect, from tim 
to time, to forsake his shop, that he may visit &urs and markets 
may approach the great merehant, and increase his own smal 
profit, by example and participation of the boundless. But yti| 
more restlessly do we descry cruising on horseback, singly, on a~ 
high and by ways, that multitude of persons whose business it il 
in lawful wise, to make forcible pretension to oui' purses. Sampld 
of all sorts, prize -catalogues, invitations to purchase, pm-sne i 
into town-houses and country-houses, and wherever we may 9 
refuge : diligently they assault us and surprise ns ; tbemseWd 
offering the opportunity, which it would have entered no manV 
mind to seek. And what shall I say of that People which, befoij 
all others, arrogates to itself the blessing of perpetual wanded 
ing, and by its movable activity contrives to overreach the rest 
ing, and to overstep the walking ? Of them we must say neitbci 
ill nor good ; no good, because our League stands on its glial 



OHAPTBB IiiST. 341 

against them ; no ill, because the wanderer, mindful of reciprocal 
advantage, is bound to treat ynth friendliness whomsoever he may 
meet. 

" But now, above all, we must mention with peculiar affection, 
the whole race of artists ; for they, too, are thoroughly involved 
in this uniyeraal movement. Docs not the painter wander, vrith 
pallet and easel, from, face to face ; and are not his kindred 
labourers summoned, now this way, now that, because in all 
places there is something to be built and to be fashioned ? More 
briskly, however, paces the musician on his way ; for he pecnharly 
it is that for a new ear has .provided new surprise, for a fresh mind 
fresh astonishment. Players, too, though they now despise the 
cart of Thespis, still rove about in Uttle choirs ; and their moving 
world, wherever they appear, is speedily enongh bnilt up. So 
likewise, individually, renouncing serious profitable engagements, 
these men delight to change place with place, according as rising 
talents, combined with rising wants, furnish pretest and occasion. 
For this success they commonly prepare themselves, by leaving 
no important stage in their native land untrodden. 

" Nor let UB forget to cast a glance over the professorial class : 
these, too, you find in continual motion, occupying and forsaloDg 
one chair after the other, to scatter richly abroad on every aide 
the seeds of a hasty cidtnre. More assiduous, however, and of 
wider aim, are those pious souls who disperse themselves through 
ail quarters of the world, to bring salvation to their brethren. 
Others, on the contrary, are pilgriming to seek salvation for them- 
selves ; they march in hosts to consecrated, wonder-working places, 
there to ask and receive what was denied their souls at home. 

" And if all these sorts of men surprise us less by their wan- 
dering, as for most part, without wandering, the business of their 
life were impossible, of those again who dedicate thefr diligence to 
the soil, we should certainly expect that they, at least, were fixed. 
By no means 1 Even without possession, occupation is conceiv- 
able ; and we behold the eager farmer forsaking the ground which 
for years has yielded him profit and enjoyment ; impatiently he 
searches after similar or greater profit, be it far or near. Nay, the 
owner himself will abandon his new-gmbbed clearage so soon as, 
by his cultivation, he has rendered it commodious for a less enter- 
prising husbandman : once more he presses into the wilderness ; 
again makes space for himself in the forests ; in recompense of 
I ■-that first toiling, a double and treble space; on which also, it may 
Kbe, he thinks not to continue. 
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'' There we shall leave him, bickering with bears and other 
monsters ; and turn back into the polished world, where we find 
the state of things no whit more stationary. Do but view any • 

great and regulated kingdom; the ablest man is also the man , 

who moves the oftenest ; at the beck of his prince, at the order | 

of his minister, the Serviceable is transferred from place to place. ■ 

To him also our precept will apply : Everywhere endeavour to be ^ 

useful, everywhere you are at home. Yet if we observe important 
statesmen leaving, though reluctantly, their high stations, we have 
reason to deplore their fate ; for we can neither recognise them as 
emigrators nor as migrators: not as emigrators, because they 
forego a covetable situation without any prospect of a better even I 

seeming to open ; not as migrators, because to be useful in other « 

places is a fortune seldom granted them. 

'' For the soldier, again, a life of peculiar wandering is ap- 
pointed ; even in peace, now this, now that post is intrusted to 
him ; to fight, at hand or afar off for his native country, he must 
keep himself perpetually in motion or readiness to move ; and not 
for immediate defence alone, but also to fulfil the remote purposes 
of nations and rulers, he turns his steps towards all quarters of the 
world ; and to few of his craft is it given to find any resting-place. 
And as, in the soldier, courage is his first and highest quality, so 
this must always be considered as united with fidelity; and accord- 
ingly we find certain nations, famous for trustworthiness, called 
forth from their home, and serving spiritual or temporal regents 
as body-guards. 

** Another class of persons indispensable to governments, and 
also of extreme mobility, we see in those negotiators, who, dis- 
patched from court to court, beleaguer princes and ministers, 
and overnet the whole inhabited world with their invisible threads. 
Of these men also, no one is certain of his place for a moment. In 
peace, the ablest of them are sent from country to country ; in war, 
they march behind the army when victorious, prepare the way for 
it when fugitive ; and thus are they appointed still to be changing 
place for place ; on which account, indeed, they at all times carry 
with them a stock of farewell cards. 

*' If hitherto at every step we have contrived to do ourselves 
some honour, declaring as we have done the most distinguished 
portion of active men to be our mates and fellows in destiny, there 
now remains for you, my beloved friends, by way of termination, a 
glory higher than all the rest, seeing you find yourselves united in 
brotherhood with princes, kings and emperors. Think first, with 
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IWeBsmgB and reverence, of the imperial wanderer Hadrian, who 
iflD foot, at the head of his army, paced out the circle of the world 
which was subject to him, and thus in very deed took poBsession 
ofit. Think then with horror of the Conqueror, that armed Wan- 
derer, against whom no resistance availed, no wall or bnlwark 
could shelter armed nations. In fine, accompany with honest 
sympathy those hapless exiled princes, who, descending from the 
it of the height, cannot even he received into the modest 
guild of active wanderers. 

And now while we call forth and illustrate all this to one 
another, no narrow despondency, no paasionate perversion can 
rule over ub. The time is past when people rushed forth at ran- 
dom into the wide world : hy the labours of scientific travellers 
dsserihing wisely and copying like ai-tiats, we have become suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the Earth, to know moderately well what 
is to be looked for everywhere. 

" Yet for obtaining perfect information an individual will not 
suffice. Our Society ia founded on the principle that each in hia 
degree, for his purposes, be thoroughly informed. Has any one 
of us some comitry in his oye, towards which his wishes are tend- 
ing, we endeavoiu' to make clear to him, in special detail, what 
was hovering before hia imagination as a whole : to afi^ord each 
other a survey of the inhabited and inhabitable world, ia a most 
pleasant and most profitable kind of conversation. 

" Under this aspect, we can look upon ourselves as members of 
a Union belonging to the world. Simple and grand is the thought ; 
easy is its execution hy understanding and strength. Unity is all- 
powerful; no division, therefore, no contention among qs! Let a 
man learn, we say, to figure himaelf aa without permanent external 
relation ; let him seek consistency and sequence not in circum- 
stances hut in himself ; there will he find it; there let him cherish 
and nourish it. He who devotes himself to the most needful will 
in all cases advance to his purpose with greatest certainty; others 
again, aiming at the higher, the more delicate, require greater 
prudence even in the choice of their path. But let a man be at- 
tempting or treating what he will, he is not, as an individual, suffi- 
cient for himself; and to an honest mind, society remains the 
highest want. All serviceable persons ought to be related *vith 
ca«h other, as the building proprietor looks ont for an architect, 
and the architect for masons and carpenters. 

How and on what principle this Union of ours has been fixed 
and founded, is known to all. There is no man among us, who at 
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any moment could not to proper purpose employ his faculty of 
action ; who is not assured that in all places, whither chance, in- 
cUnation, or even passion may conduct him, he wiU be received, 
employed, assisted ; nay in adverse accidents, as far as possible, 
refitted and indemnified. 

" Two duties we have most rigorously undertaken : first, to 
honour every species of religious worship, for aU of them are com- 
prehended more or less directly in the Creed : secondly, in like 
manner to respect all forms of goyemment ; and since every one 
of them induces and promotes a calculated activity, to labom* ac- 
cording to the wish and will of constituted authorities, in whatever 
place it may be our lot to sojourn, and for whatever time. Finally, 
we reckon it our duty, without pedantry or rigour, to practise and 
forward decorum of manners and morals, as required by that Ee- 
verence for Ourselves, which arises from the Three Eeverences ; 
whereto we universally profess our adherence; having all had the 
joy and good fortune, some of us from youth upwards, to be ini- 
tiated likewise in the higher general Wisdom taught in certain 
cases by those venerable men. All this, in the solemn hour of 
parting, we have thought good once more to recount, to unfold, to 
hear and acknowledge, as also to seal with a trustful Farewell. 

Keep not standing fix'd and rooted, 

Briskly venture, briskly roam ! 
Head and hand, where'er thou foot it. 

And stout heart are still at home. 
In each land the sun does visit 

We are gay whate'er betide ; 
To give space for wand'ring is it 

That the world was made so wide." 



THE END. 
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